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Plate 1 (fadng p. xxiv) 
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Plate 3 (facing p. xxvi) 
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tropical and sub-tropical zones. 

b. The handsome large-leaved Rhapkidophora (? glauca Schott) 
and numerous vines and creepers here drape the trunks of the 
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wrens. 
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conifers, dwarf rhododendron scrub. 

b. Upper readies of Teesta River, Yakthaiig c. 13,000 ft. Shingly 
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Ibisbill (Ibidofhifncha on nest. 

B 



xviii 


LIST OF PLATfiS 


CX)LOUREX> 


Plate 9 (facing p. 80) 
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6. Black Eagle (IcHtiiMus m. perniger} 

7. Himalayan Falconet (Microhierax c. caerulescem) 

Plate 10 (fwing p. 81) 

1. Crimson Honied Pheasant, or Sai^ Tragopan (Tragapan saiyru) 

2. Common Hill Partridge (Arboropkila torquepla) 

3. Snow Partridge (Lerwa lorwa) 

4. Blood Pheasant (Ithagin^ c, affinis) 

5. Eastern Goosander (MetguB m. orientaLis) 

6. IbisblU (Ibidorhyncna struthersii) 


Plate 11 (facing p. 96) 

L loKiian Redbreasted Parakeet (Pidttacula a, fasdata) 
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5. Sikkim Rufousnecked Scimitar Babbler (Pomatorhinus r. godwini) 
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1. Blackbrowed Fly catcher- Warbler (Seicercus h. hurkii) 

2. Chestnut-headed Flycatcher-Wsirbler (Seicercus c. castaniceps) 

3. Blackfaced Flycatcher- Warbler (Abroscopus s. schisticeps) 

4. Blanford's Bush Warbler (Cettia p. palUdipes) 

5. Goldenheaded Tailor Bird (Orthotomus c. cororuaus) 

0. Firetailed Yellowbacked Sunbird (Aethopyga i. ignicauda) 

7. Mrs Gould*s Yellowbacked Sunbird (Aethopyga g. gouldiae) 

8. Blackbreasted Sunbird (Aethopyga s, saturata) 

9. Firebreasted Flowerpecker (Dicaeum i. iguipectus) 
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1. Blueheaded Robin (Phoenicurus caeruleocephalus) 

2. Hodgson's Crandala (Grandala c. cSelicolor) 

3. Blu^ronted Robin (Cinclidium t fronude) 

4. Gould^s Shortwing (Brachypteryx stellata) 
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0. Smallbilled Mountain Thrush (Zoothera d, dauma) 

7. PuiifJe 'Thrush (Cochoa pitrvufea) 

8. Green Thrush (Cochoa vtridts) 



1.1ST OF PX^ATES 


KXi 


Plate 24 (facing p. 239) 

1. Blackfronted Parrotbill (ParadoxorrUs n. humii) 

2. Fulvousfronted Parrotbill {Paradoxornis f. fuiviffona) 
2. Sultan Tit {Melanochhra «. suUanea) 

4. Lesser Redheaded Parrotbill (Paradoxornis a. oatesi) 

5. Yellowbrowed Tit (Patus m, modestus) 

6. Himalayan Cole-Tit (Parus a, aemodius) 

7. Brown Crested Tit (Parus d. diohrous) 

8. Rufomfronted Tit (^giihdlos iomchistosi) 


Plate 25 (facing p. 336) 

1. Green Magpie (Kitta c. chinensis) 

2. Sikkim Redcrowned Jay (Garrulua g. interstinctusj 

3. Yellowbilled Blue Magpie (Kitta f. flaoirostris) 

4. Blackbrowed Tree Pie (Dendrocitta frontalis) 

5. Great Parrotbill (Conostoma aemodium) 




INTRODUCTION 


Sikkhn is a vertical strip of extremely ragged mootaiie country, 
40 to 60 miles broad and about 100 miles de^ wedged in b^ween 
the Himalayan States of Nepal in the west and Bhutan on 
the east It lies between lat 27° 5' and 28° O' N. and Icmg. 
87° 50' and 88° 56' E. and covers an area of 2818 sgusuce miles. 
Its northem boundary with Tibet runs more or less parallel widi the 
main Himalayan axis from the Don^a Mountain westward follow- 
ing the stup^dous spur of Kinchinjhau. It is a political dmnarca- 
tion rather than a strictly natural boimdary since it adihits, within die 
northernmost section ot Sikkim, terrain Chat is typically Tibetan in 
physiography possessing a predominantly Palaearctic fauna from 
about the 28th parallel The Singalila Ri^e or Spur running about 
^ miles south to north almost horn jdains level, separates Sikkim 
from east Nepal and culminates near its northern extremity in srnne 
of the loftiest mountains in the wmld, the Kinchinjunga massif, whidi, 
besides Kinchinjunga itself (28,146 ft.) indudes many other peaks, 
e.g. Pandim, Simvo, Sinioldhu, Junnoo and Kabru, all of well over 

20.000 ft. 'The greater part of the eastern boundary of Sikkim is 
formed by the Chola Range, much loftier than die Singalila, stretching 
south from the main Hunalayan axis at Dongkia Mountain (over 

23.000 ft. high). This range is pierced by ^ses, some of wMdi 
form the normal trade routes between India (Kalimpong) and Tibet 
(Lhasa) through the Chumbi Valley. Of these the most frequented 
are the Tang^ La (16,000 ft.), Natu La (14,200 ft.) and the Jel^ 
La ^4,390 ft.). The northern trade route with Tibet, along the 
Teesta and Ladien Valleys, is through the high Kongra La Pass 
(16,840 ft.) or eastward from Chungti^g up die Lacnung Valley 
through the Dongkia Pass (18,080 ft.). The southern boundary of 
the State runs wim the Darjeeling District of W. Bengal 

The SingnHla Ridge on the west, the Chola on tte eart with the 
ingirt Himalayan axis across their nordiem extremities virtually en- 
close Sikkim in a titanic horseshoe. The horseshoe is the catdiment 
area of the headwaters of the Teesta River, one of the piii^]^ 
physical features of the country, whidi runs north-south pracbcdly 
diroughout its entire length. Its prindpal feeder streams or affluents 
— the Ladien, Lachung, Zemu, Talung, Great Rangeet^ RongU aw 
Rangpo — all rise either within the horseshoe or just beyond the 
political boundaries d the State. 

The dimate varies between the tropical heat of the valleys and 
the aldne cold of the snowy ranges. The rainfa^ except in toe 
Tibetan fades near die northem boundary, is very heavy, averaging 
137 inches annually at Gangtok. From November to Febraaiy d» 
r«i-r.faii light, and the weather in November and Etecember m 
normally dear and fine. In March thunderstorms commence, and, 
growing more and more frequent, usher in the SW. monsoon season 

whi^ huts tiU Octobw. . , _ , , 

The main source of the Teesta River is the Chho Lh^o Lake 
situated at over 17,000 ft. devation. Pram here It descends ste«^y 
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for some 16,000 ft- down to Rangw all within a distance of about 
50 miles. In its short and torrential course its waters are cxmtinually 
augmented by the concentrated drainage of smaller streams and 
mountain torrents in addition to its main affluents. It is thus easy to 
understand how such an insignificant and innocent-looking stream as 
the Teesta is during the dry season can suddenly sw^ into the 
thundering, raging torrent it becomes in the monsoon, causing gigantic 
landslides all along its course year after year, and widespread floods 
and devastation where it debouches into the Indian plains. 

The level nature of the Gangetic delta and the rest of the country 
intervening between the mountains and die Bay of Bengal, some 
400 miles directly to the south, limits the steady unobstructed inflow 
from the sea of the moisture-laden currents of the SW. monsoon and 
renders Sikkim the most humid region of the entire Himalayan chain. 
The transverse narrow valleys formed by the mass of mountainous 
spurs criss-crossing one anottier, heavily forest-clad up to 12,000 ft., 
give rise to local modifications of exposure, temperature, humidity 
and luxuriance of vegetation, and affect in varying degree the 
altitudinal distribution of sedentary birds. 

By comparison, the Himalayas to the west of central Nepal are 
considerably less humid, a feature which is clearly reflected in all 
their plant and animal life. An analysis of the races of typically 
Himalayan birds collected along the southern aspect of the entire 
Himalayan axis suggests that the zoogeograpliical Doundaiy between 
the eastern and me western Himalayas lies in the region of the 
Arun-Kosi River (in Nepal), some 50 miles west of the Silddm border, 
the forms inhabiting tlie moister eastern Himalayas being appreciably 
darker in coloration as well as somewhat smaller in size. 


Vegetation 

In luxuriance and floral composition, the vegetation of Sikkim and 
the humid eastern Himalayas bears a greater similarity with the 
Malay Peninsula and ArcluMlago than with the Himalayas west of 
central Nepal. Many of the typical orders and families of plants 
common to the former two regions are totally absent in the western 
Himalayas. 

Broadly speaking, three altitudinal zones of vegetation are 
recognizable in Sikkim. They are not clear-cut at their boundaries 
but merge into one another, often showing considerable local en- 
croachments and recessions above and below the line depending upon 
physical configuration and exposure of the terrain and the resultant 
ecological factors : 

1. The Tropical Zone extends roughly from the foothills of the 
Outer Himalayas to an altitude of about 4000 ft. It contains deep, 
stegp-sided valleys and gorges, with well-drained flanking slopes 
clothed in dense evergreen jungle. It is characterized by gigantic 
trees with buttressed trunks with huge lianas and climbers covering 
them, intertwining in the foliage canopy and festocming from tree to 
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tree. Orchids of numerous species abound, and the handsome laige- 
leaved Rhtphidophora drapes the trunks along with numerous vines 
and peppers. Wild bananas, straight-stemmed scarew-pines (Pand- 
mm), nettles, and giant bamboos provide the other features 
characteristic of this type of moist foothills forest 

2. Above this belt, and up to an elevation of 6500 ft. or so, 
the vegetation assumes a sub-tropical aspect, passing as it ascends 
into the Moist Temperate type of Champion's class^cation : dense 
tall evergreen forest with o^ and rhododendrons predominating. 
Near its upper limit (at c. 9000 ft.) Silver Fir appears with the oaks, 
and the forest is mixed with various deciduous trees such as Magnolia, 
Acer and Betula. The undergrowth consists largely of the high-level 
‘maling' bamboo (Arundinaria) or dwarf rhododendron and other ever- 
green shrubs. Ferns, epiphytic mosses and many other epiphytes 
are abundant. 

3. Between 9000 ft. and 13,000 ft. comes the Temperate Zone 
of mixed conifer forest containing hemlock (Tsuga) and spruce (Picea) 
with varying amounts of Blue Pine (Pinus excetsa). Silver Fir {Abies 
webbima) and nmipers, and with a shrubby undergrowth of 
rhododendron ana Arundinaria bamboo. 

These three main divisions, which present appreciable gradations 
and dilferences in their floristics on the outer ranges and interior of 
Sikkim as well as locally, are succeeded higher stul by Alpine forest 
and scrub* The former is composed of smml crooked trees and large 
shnibs, interspersed with patches of fir and pine. The stunted forest 
is mainly of rhododendrons of many species which impart to it an 
evergreen character. Sikkim is justly renowned for the abundanc'e 
and lavish variety of its rhododendrons. They range from dwarf 
bushes growing above the snow line with insignificant tiny white 
flowers, through dense shrubs with enormous tufts of showy blossoms 
— ^white, pink, mauve, crimson and yellow — ^to large forest trees up 
to 60 ft. nigh or more with fiery scarlet blossoms that light up the 
verdant hillsides from miles away. In May, when most of the nigh- 
growing varieties burst into their multi-coloured masses of flowers, 
they present a spectacle of exquisite and indescribable diarm. In 
spring the ground in the more open patches becomes carpeted with 
a profusion of flowers, prominent among which are the primulas. 
Ferns abound in patches, and epiphytic mosses and lichen are 
common. Vegetation, here dewndent largely on snowfall and melt- 
ing snow, gets progressively dwarfed and scanty towards the upper 
limits. Low evergreen scrub, 2 or 3 ft. high, of rhododendron, juniper, 
cotoneaster, etc. predominates, with Anemone, Corydalis and Fritillaria 
as some of die commonest herbs. Beyond 17,000 ft. or thereabouts 
vegetation ceases in inner Sikkim, the heights above being covered 
by rock and snow. 

These altitudinal zones of vegetation are of the highest interest 
to the student of bird ecology inasmuch as each of them harbours 
a more or less characteristic avifauna of its own. Perhaps nowhere 
in the world would one find the unique phenomenon of so divergent 
a range of climates and vegetation telescoped into so circumscribed 
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a space. Hooker gives a good example. He writes : 'From the bed 
of the Ratong in which grow palms with screw-pine and plantain, 
it is only seven miles in a direct line to the peipetual ice ... . In 
other words the descent is so rapid that in eight miles the Ratong 
waters every variety of vegetation from the lichen of the Poles to 
the palm of the Tropics; while throughout the remainder of its 
mountain course it falls from 4000 ft. to 300 ft. flowing amongst 
tropical scenery dirough a valley whose flanks rise from 5000 ft. to 
12,000 ft. above its bed.’ 

This abrupt telescoping of the terrain — ^from the hot, steamy foot- 
hill valleys to the arctic cold of the snow-capped peaks — ^which has 
produced the marked altitudinal zonation in the rainfall, humidity, 
climate and vegetation is also responsible for the great variety and 
numerical abundance of the resident bird life, making Sikkim perhaps 
the richest area of its size anywhere in the world. In addition to the 
430 species described in the following pages, the Appendix gives 
a fuither 97 which have been recorded as occurring or having 
occuired in Sikkim, bringing the total up to 527 species. This list 
could easily be enlarged by the inclusion of vagrants, transients on 
migration and near-oertainties, so that a round 550 species would 
not be an unreasonable overall reckoning for the country. This 
means about 30 per cent of the aggregate bird species and subspecies 
found in the entire subcontinent comprising the Indian Union, 
Pakistan, Nepal and Bhutan together with Ceylon. Many forms of 
exceptional beauty and rarity are peculiar to this region but also spill 
over into Nepal on the west and Bhutan on the east. 

A curious parallelism exists between the avifauna (and of several 
other widely differing forms of animal life as well) inhabiting the 
moist Sikkim Himalayas, Burma and Malaya on the one hand and 
the far-flung rain forests of the southern Western Gliats on the other. 
The postulated origin and mechanics of this phenomenon are ^s- 
cussed in my book on the birds of Travancore and Cochin, and it 
will suffice here merely to draw attention to it again for the benefit of 
future investigators. 

Thanks to the labours of Brian Hodgson and his band of local 
collectors between 1845 and 1858, and of Mandelli, Blanford and 
others in the 70’s and after, a fairly complete collection of birds 
from Sikkim temto^ was built up, which is now available for study 
chiefly in the British Museum (Natural History), London, but also 
scattered over various other museums in Europe and in America. 
In the present century these collections have been enlarged by the 
contributions of several other ornithologists, notably CoL F. M. Bailey, 
Herbert Stevens, Frank Ludlow, Col. R. Meinertzhagen, Eh Ernst 
Sch^er, and lastly by the recent Loke-Salim Ali bird survey of Sikkim. 

It is doubtful if any forms unknown to science still remain un- 
discovered in this area, though the material relating to several of the 
rarer and little-known species, e.g. wrens and some of the Timaliinae, 
is meagre and insufficient for a proper study. But by and large, fur&er 
general specimen-collecting seems redundant. A review of our 
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knowledge of the bionomics of this impressive army of birds, how- 
ever, reveals a lack that is truly deplorable. In the case of an area 
that had never been explored before it is understandable that the 
pioneers should have concentrated their efforts on the amassing of 
specimens. Unfortunately, they were obliged to do most of their 
collecting vicariously with the aid of illiterate, local, professional 
hunters and snarers. Thus, though in the case of Hodgson all the 
specimens brought to him were carefully measured, weighed and 
described, and frequently also sketched, many of them are without 
precise data as to altitude or environment, and even their sexing is 
often dubious. ^ The published literature dealing with these 
comprehensive ^classical collections is largely descriptive and 
taxonomical; field notes are practically non-existent, excepting those 
of a very general and diffuse nature, and even that in a few cases 
only. Of the later investigators B. B. Osmaston, who was posted as 
a forest officer in Darjeeling District, recorded some very useful notes, 
especially concerning nidification. Stevens's Birds of the Sikkim 
Himalayas is a commendable attempt to sort out the bird life into 
‘altitudinal life zones' on the available data. Meinertzhagen with 
his refreshing tendency to avoid the well-worn ruts of bird study 
and explore new avenues has provided some model observations 
on the status and habits of several little-known species of the high 
altitudes. But perhaps the moift thorough and rational collecting of 
Sikkim birds in recent times has been done by Dr Ernst Schafer 
during the two years immediately preceding the Second World War. 
His collections are particularly valuable since they cover every 
season of the year, including the monsoon. Anyone acquainted with 
the depressing conditions prevailing in that period — ^week after week 
of gloomy overcast skies, the saturated atmosphere reeking of mildew 
and dripping with moisture, the incessant relentless downpours with 
enormous landslides constantly holding up movement, hordes of 
insatiable leeches for ever after one's blood, and similar other dis- 
comforts — will agree that this is no mean achievement and calls for 
a very high order of dedication to scientific research. Ornithologists 
familiar with Dr Schafer's earlier work in Tibet (Omithologische 
Ergebnisse ztveier Forschtmgsreisen nach Tibet , /. /. O.^ 1938, 
Sohderheft) and with his competence and excellence as a field biologist 
will appreciate the incalculable harm Sikkim ornithology has sus- 
tained through tragic loss under war conditions of all his manuscript 
field notes. Fortunately the collection itself found its way after 
various vicissitudes to its destination, the Berlin University Zoological 
Museum, where it was critically studied by Prof. Erwin Stresemann. 
Through the latter's friendly co-operation I have been privileged to 
consult and make use of his valuable taxonomical report fin MS.) on 
Schafer's material. Stresemann's measurements of these fresh 
specimens, his notes on ages, moults and other data, together with 
the dependable sexing, dates and altitudes on their labels have added 
very considerably to our knowledge of the seasonal local occurrences, 
altitudinal movements, and nidification of sedentary birds* By fiUmg 
many of the previous blanks they have helped to make the present 
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account of Sikkiin avifauna less incomplete than it must otherwise^ 
have been. 


Migration 

Certain well-known migrants such as wild ducks and geese can be 
seen passing over Sikkim regularly in autumn and spring, and some 
other species are known to spend the winter or a part or that season 
at lower altitudes. Apart from this, our knowledge of bird migration 
in Sikkim is mi a par with that of their bionomics — ^in other words 
practically nil. The Lachen Valley is reputedly a traditional flyway 
for ducks and geese, at least on northward migration in spring 
(February/Marcly. But very little authentic data are recorded from 
the interior of Sikkim because few students of birds have ever been 
able to stay there, as they have in the more accessible western 
Himalayas, long enough to carry out adequate observations. 

The following is a list of collecting and other localities more 
commonly mentioned in the text, with their approximate altitudes 
in feet above sea level. The variants of the spelling, frequently used 
in maps and publications on Sikkim, are shown in brackets. 


Ari (Arita) 4900 

Changii (Chhanggu, or Tsomgo) 12,500 

Chungthang (Chumthang) 5500 

Dentam, Great Rangeet Valley 4500 

Dikchu 2000 

Gangtok 5500 

Gayamtashana Tso (Gayum Chhona) 16,000 
Gezing 5000 

Gnatong ^Nathang) 12,500 

Gyagong (Giaogang, or Gyaokong) 16,000 
Jeluk (Jeyluk) 9000 

Kapup (Kupup) 13,000 

Karponang 9000 

Kewzing (Sosing) 5800 

‘Kiang-Lager' (Schafers camp) 16,500 

Lachen 8900 

Lachung 8900 

Lingtam 5500 

Manshitang 6000 

Martam 2000 

Pakyong (Pakhyong) 4400 

Pemionche (Pemayangtse) 6850 

Penlom La (Penlong La) 6000 

Rangpo 1200 

Rincminpong 5000 

Singhik 4400 

Sin^am 1200 

Temi 5200 

Thangu (Thanggu) 13,500 

Yummang (Yeumthang) 11,500 
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Some Important Literature 
on Sikkim Birds 


Blaniord, W. T. (1871-2): Account of a Visit to the Eastern imd 
Northern frontiers of Independent Sikkim. Jour, Asi^. Soc. 
Bengal 40 : 367; 41 : 30. 

(1872): Notes on a Collection of Birds from Sikkim, ibid., 

152-170 (with plates and descriptions of Phylloscopus 
poUidipes, Pellomeum mandellii. Propasser saturatus). 

(1877):^ Notes on some Birds in Mr MandeUi’s collection 

from Sikkim, Bhutan and Tibet. Stray Feathers 5:482-7. 

Brooks, W. Edwin (1880) : Ornithological Observations in Sikldm, the 
Punjab ana Sind. Stray Feathers 8:464-9. 

Gammie, J. A. (1877) ; Occasions Notes from Sikkim. Stray Feathers 
5:380-7. 


Ludlow, F., and Kinnear, N. B. (1%7): The Birds of Bhutan and 
adjacent Territories of Sikkim and Tibet, this : 1-46, 249-93. 

(1944) : Hie Birds of South-eastern Tibet. Ibis : 43-86, 

176-208, 348-89. 

Meinertzhagen, R, (1927): Systematic Results of Birds collected at 
High Altitudes in Ladak and Sikkim. Ihisx 363-422, 571-633. 

Scully, F. (1880) : A Contribution to the Ornithology of Nepal. Stray 
Feathers 8:204-368. 

Stevens, Herbert (1923-5): Notes on the Birds of the Sikkim Hima- 
layas. Jour. Bom. Nat. Hist. Soo. 29:503-18, 723-40, 1007-30; 
30:54-71, 353-79, 664-85. 872-98. 


A book that is quite indispensable to the proper understanding 
of the physi(^aphy and vegetatimial characteristics of Sikldm is 
Sir J. D. Hooker’s HimaHayan Journals, published in 1891. It is a 
classic of its kind — ^the enthralling narrative of a most difficult and 
adventurous pioneering exploration and sojourn between 1848 and 
1850 in the th en unsettled territories of the Raja of Sikkim. The 
Appendix to the volume, which deals in some detail with the physical 
geography and vegetation of the Sikkim Himalayas, east Nepal and 
adjacent provinces of Tibet, is a masterly account, It is the oasis of 
the description of Sikkim in the Imperial Gazetteer of India as well as 
of practic^ly all other similar accounts, wherever published. 

Hookers description of the vegetation, and the relevant sections 
of the more recent Preliminary Survey of the Forest Types of India 
and Burma’ by H. G. Champion (Indian Forest Records, N. S. 
Silviculture, Vol. I, No. 1, 1936) will give even a naturalist with no 
special training in botany a clear and vivid picture of conditions in 
Sikkim. 
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Moist evergreen sul)-tro])iciiI lorest near Kewzing, c. 7, (»()() ft , witli 
heavily moss-covererl tree-trunks and boulders, and dense under- 
growth of seedlings and ferns Typical biotope for Muroura wrens. 
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Terms used in DEScawpiiON of a Bnu>"s Plumage and Parts 


1. Forehead 

2. Crown 

3. Nai>e or occiput; the top end 

of the hindneck 

4. Lores (space in front of eye) 

5. Supercilium 

6. Cheeks 

7. Ear-coverts 

8. Upper mandible or maxilla 

9. Lower mandible 

10. Culmen or upper profile of 

maxilla 

11. Commissure or line of junction 

of the two mandibles 

12. Rictal bristles or vibrissae 

13. Chin 

14. Throat 

15. Breast 

16. Abdomen 

17. Back 

18. Rump 


19. Scapulars 

20. Primaries (the earlier or outer- 

most 9 or 10 visible quills of 
the wing) 

21. Outer secondaries (wing-quills 

springing from the radius 
and ulna) 

22. Inner secondaries 

23. Lesser wing-coverts 

24. Median wing-coverts 

25. Greater wing-coverts 

26. Primary coverts 

27. Winglet or bastard wing 

28. Upper tail-coverts 

29. Tail-feadiers or rectrices 

30. Under tail-coverts 

31. Tarsus 

32. Hind toe or first toe or hallux 

33. Inner or second toe 

34. Middle or third toe 

35. Outer or fourth toe 


Sparrow 

Quail 

Bulbul 

Myna 

Pigeon 

Partridge 


Standards of Size Employed 


Lengtli about 6" 

7 - 8 '' 

M 8" 

9 " 

.. 

M 13" 


Crow 

Kite 

Duck 

Village hen 
Vulture 


Length about 17" 
24" 
24" 
18-30" 
36" 
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Upland yak pastures near Lachen, c. 9,500 ft b. Birch, juniper and dwarf rhododendrons. A good biotope 

for rosefinches. N. Sikkim, c. 13,500 ft. 



a. Near TluniffU, il. Zone Junipers, roinfers, and (iwari 

rliodi»dendron seiuh. 



b. rpjier reatlies of Teesta River, Yakthanj^ e. ft Slimgly islets suitable 

for Ibisbill iiestiJif:^. 


Plate 8 


Family Anatidae: Ducks, Geese 

THE EASTERN GCX>SANDER 

Mergus rnergamer otientalis Gould 
Mergus Orientalis Gould, 1845, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 1 — Amoy, China. 

Plate 10, fig, 5 (facing p. 81) 

6: 472 

LOCAL name: 

SIZE: Domestic duck — . Slimmer. 

FIELD CHARACTERS; Molc: Above, head, neck and crest black, 
glossed with metallic green and purple. Upper back glossy black; 
lower back, rump and upXJer tail-coverts grey, vermiculated with 
white. Tail silvery brown. Wing primaries blackish; secondaries 
white. Below, from lower neck down, white with a pale rosy salmon 
tint. 

In flight, general aspect black and white with narrow pointed 
red bill and red legs. 

Female: Above, head and neck rufous brown; rest of upper 
parts mottled grey. Primaries blackish; secondaries white and grey. 
Tail grey-brown. Below, sides of neck and underparts white, striped 
with grey on flanks. 

In flight the rufous head, ^rey back, wliite underparts, black 
and white wings and thin pointed r^ bill and red legs are distinctive. 

STATOS AND HABITAT: Uncommon winter visitor. Occasional on 
the upper reaches of the swift-flowing Teesta River. May breed in 
the Tibetan facies of N, Sikkim (?), 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Summer (breeding), Afghanistan, 
Turkestan to Tibet. Winter, along the Himalayas and meir foot- 
hills from Kashmir to Assam. 

GENERAL HABITS: Keeps in pairs or small parties of 5 to 8. An 
expert swimmer and diver, perfectly at home on icy torrential 
streams. Feeds mainly on fish, for capturing which its bill is especi- 
ally adapted. Often hunts by concerted effort like cormorants, the 
birds swimming in a semicircle from bank to bank across fast- 
flowing streams, driving the fish into the less turbulent, shallows near 
the edge and diving after them. When shifting its hunting grounds, 
flies low over the stream almost clipping the wavelets and is difficult 
to see against the background of stones and foam of the rushing 
water. Call: an occasional croak or krrr. Said to utter a soft 
plaintive whistle during the breeding season. 

nesting; Unrecorded within Sikkim limits. 

RACIAL CMAHACTERiSTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Bill quite Unlike a ducV^: 
long, narrow, strongly hooked at tip, and wilh tooth-like serrations alpng the 
edges of the mandibles. Legs very backwArdly pl^ed, as in the gi-ebes. iThe 
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race orientalis is stni^ller than the European merganser, widi the lower bade axid 
rump a paler grey. Wing <S d 243-284 mm.; 9 9 189**257 mm. (Fauna). 

Iris brown; bill orange-red, dusky at tip and on culmen; lower mandible 
sometimes fleshy or yellowish red; legs and feet orange-red or orange-brovm. 


Seveial other species of duck, and also geese, fly over Sikkim on 
their autumn and spring migrations, but owing to the absence of 
suitable shallow jheels very few stop over, and only transitorily. 
Chi the deeper mountain lakes and open tarns some of the diving 
ducks, e.g. Tufted Pochard {kythga fviigula), are moi^ re^lady 
seen in small numbei’s. In late February and early March, in two 
successive years, flocks of geese, apparently Barheads (Anser indicua), 
were observed flying northward high over C^ungthang. The 
Lachen valley, above Chungthang, is said by the locals to be a 
regular flyway for ducks and geese, particularly on the upward 
migration in Mardi-April. 


Family Accipitmdae : Vultures, Hawks 

THE PARIAH KITE 
Mihus migrans govinda Sykes 

Aiilvtts Gouinda Sykes, 1832, ¥toc. Conitn. Tjool. Soc. London: 81— -Doccan. 


THE BLACKEARED, or LARGE INDIAN, KITE 
Milvm migrans lineatus (Gray) 

Htdiaetus Hnealus J. E. Gray, 1831, in Hardwicke, III. Ind. Zool. 1 (8): 

1, pi. 18 — China. 


P.B.I. 5: 122, 124 

LOCAL NAME; 

SIZE: Vulture—; 24 indies. 

FIELD CHARACTEBS : M. ftt. govindo: A loi^ge, more or less uniformly 
dark brown hawk, easily distinguished from other similar birds by its 
forked tail, particularly conspicuous in flight. M. m. lineatus dmers 
in being larger, paler and less rufous bdow, and with mudi more 
white in the under wing-coverts which show up as a conspicuous 
white patch in overhead flight. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not commoD, but Small numbers seen 
locally about the older established villages and hdiitations (Rangpo, 
Singtam, Singhik, Gangtok, Chungthang etc.) and the more fre- 
quented nomadic yakmen's and muleteers’ camp sites., The exact 
status of the two races in Sikkim is undetennined, tfaouj^ lineatus 
tuHin^y is a higher mountain and Palaearctic bieecung form. 
Sdbafer collected a specimen of govinda at c. 9000 ft. (Lacked on 
18 September, and several of lineatus at 1^000 and 16,500 ft 
(Gayamtashana Tso and his 'Kiang-Lager') in August and Octobers 
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tmmavTim outside sikkim: M. m. kooindo: piactically 

duroukhout Indi^ up to c. 7000 ft. fu the NUnulayas. -M. m. Uneabu: 
Cyieiw Palaeurctic; breeds from Siboia^ China and |apan so^ to 
I^adakn, N. Kadnnir and Tibet. Also ^imve o. 7000 ft. m 1}ie higher 
hfO rwges souA of Brahmaputra River {oide Baker). Winters in 
peninsular India etc. 

GENEBAi. habits: A Scavenger and ccunmenstd of man wherevm: 

sible. Feeds mainly on carrion and offals <mly occasicmally takes 

_ ag or siddy birds. Is a graceful and export flier capable of 
astcmishing speed and manoeuvrability, e.g. when stooping to pi^ 
up garbage from the midst of a congested bazaar. Cm: a 'shrill 
whi^ng ewe-wir-wir-ivir uttered from a perch as well as on the 
wing. 

nesting: Neith^ race specifically recorded in Sikkim. Season — 
gooinda (W. Himalayas) March-May; Unaatus (Gyantse) April- 
May. Nes# — an untidy platform of twigs, tow, leaves, rags and 
miscellaneous rubbish hi^ up in a large tr». Eggs — 2 to 4, vari- 
able, commonly dirty pinkish white lighUy spotted and blotched widi 
reddish brown. Size: govinda about ^X43 mm.; lineaha about 
58 X 46 mm. 

BACiAL CHARACTEiusTics, Mii:AsviiKM£Krs, RTC: Sch^er’g Sikkim skins mea- 
sure: govinda 1 *9' ad. Wins 469 mm.; Uneatus (including specimens from 
adjoining S. Tibet) S <Sd ad. 482. 490. 497, 502, 515; 2 9 ? ad. 486, 492 mm. 
(Stresemann). 

Iris brown; bill black; cere, gape and extreme base of lower mandible yellow 
or gre<mish yellow; legs and feet pale greyish yellow. 

THE EASTERN GOSHAWK 

Accipiter gentiUs scko&iawi (Menzbier) 

Astur fxAumbttriua sdit>edt)wi MenzUer, 1882, Omitfa. Geogr. £ur. 

Russl. : 49 — Transbaikalia. 

F,BX 5 : 146 

LOCAL name: 

size: Kite. 

FTELD chabactebs : Abooe, forehead and supetcilium white. 
Crown, sides of head and ne(^, and nape gr^ish blade. Rest of 
up 3 ^ ^umage ashy brown. Below, wmte, narrowly cross-barred 
wim bfaddsh. Sexes alike; female larger. 

In overhead aspect the dose-barred white body and broad, rather 
bltmt whitish shikra-like wings, barred with brown, are su^estive 
poiQters. 

status and habitat; Uncommon winter visitor. Meinertzhagen 
obtained a specimen at Kaipona^ 8800 ft on 19 Decmnber (1925) 
and saw two more on that day. (m 10 Ami (19S5) I observed three 
large dlflora-shaped hawks drding liigh dbove Pakyong which were 
evidendy (his spedes. 

msTBiBUTiOH ouTShiE SIKKIM: Summer (breeding, Cditral. and 
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ACCiPITRIDAiS 


Eastern Asia south to the Tian Shan and the NW. Himalayas. 
Winter, N. India. 

GENERAL HABITS : Swo^s down ou its prey from a look-out post 
on a leafy branch and strikes it down, or pursues it with speed and 
determination close to the ground. Fooa-* hares and other small 
mammals, and li^e game birds such as pheasants and junglefowl. 

nesting; Within Indian limits has only been claimed to breed 
in Garhwal in precipitous wooded valleys close to the snowy peaks, 
but very little reliable data available. 

HAUAL CHARACTEiusTics, MEASUKEMENTS, ETC: Mcineitzhagen’s Sikkiiii d 
has Wing 342 mm. 


THE BESRA SPARROW-HAWK 

Accipiter virgatus affinis Hodgson 
Accipiter affinis Hodgson, 1836, Betifial Spifriing Magazine, new series, 8; 179 

— Nepal. 


F,B.L 5: 161 

LOCAL NAME : 

size; Pigeon. 

FIELD characters: Very similar to and easily confused with 
both the Shikra and the Sparrow-Hawk. Distinguished by a broad 
black mesial stripe down the white chin and mroat. Sexes alike; 
female larger. 

STATUS AND HABITAT; Not coiTimon. Meinertzhageii collected 
specimens at Gangtok, 6600 ft. and Dentam, 4700 ft in winter 
(17 December, 9 January), and Schafer an adult female at Chung- 
thang, 5000 ft on 25 June. Affects dense forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Easteni Himalayas, c, 1500 
to 7000 ft., from Nepal east to China, south to Manipur; wintering 
to the soutli of its breeding range. Tlie adjoining W. Himalaya.s to 
Kashmir are inhabited by the paler race kashmir ensis. A tliird 
(smaller) race, besra, is resident in the moist forest biotope of S. India 
and Ceylon. 

GENERAL HABITS; Very similar to tliose of the Sparrow-Hawk and 
the Shikra of which it is in effect the forest representative. Bold 
and powerful, often killina birds much larger than itself. 

nestlng: Not recorded in Sikkim. Season (in W. Himalayas) — 
cliiefly April-May. Nest — a platform of sticks high up in a large 
tree overlooking a forested ravine. Eggs — 3 to 5, roundish oval, 
variable, commonly bluish white freckled, blotched and smudged 
with reddish brown at the broader end. Size about 40 x 32 mm. 

racial c:hahacteiuhtk;s, measurements, etc: Differs from the W. Hima- 
layan race kashmirensis in being much darker, more blackish grey alcove. 
Meinertzhagen's Sikkim skins (2 9 5 ) measure Wing 206, 213 mm. An adult 
female collected by Schafer has Wing 20J mm. 

Iris golden or orange- yellow; bill slate* grey with black tip; cere, legs and 
ieet lemon yellow; claws blackish. 



THE INDIAN SPAREOW-HAWK 
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THE INDIAN SPARROW-HAWK 

Accipiter nisus melaschistos Hume 
Acdpiter Melaschistos Huncw*, 1869, RougK Notes, March: 128— Interior of 

the Himalayas. 


F.B.r. 5; 158 

LOCAL name: 

size: Pigeon -f. 

FIELD characters : Above, slaty grey, darkest (blackish) on 
head, palest (grey) on rump. A white supercilium. Tail tipped 
whitish, with tour broad black bands. Below, white to pale rufous 
finely striated with rufous on chin, throat and upper breast; narrowly 
barred with rufous-brown on rest of underparts. Sexes alike; female 
larger. 

In overhead aspect the whitish narrowly barred underside and 
rounded shikra-like wings, and the bars on the relatively longish 
tail, are conspicuous. 

Almost indistinguishable from the Shikra {Acciptter badim) which 
Stevens has recorded as generally distributed at moderate altitudes 
in Sikkim. I also noted it at Rangpo, Singtam, Temi-Kewzing, but 
in view of possible confusion with the sparrow-hawk sight records 
are undependable. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Winter visitor? All the Sikkim specimens 
mentioned by Stevens (Nepal-Sikkim frontier, 10,160 ft.; Rungbong 
valley 4500 ft.; Lachung) were taken in winter (Novemb^ to 
March), Blanford records sparrow-hawks (subspecies?) as common 
in the Lachen and Lachung valleys after mid-September (187(Q 
evidently on southward migration. He had seen none at the end 
of August in the Cho La Range. The four specimens in Schafer's 
Sikkim collection were also obtained in winter (October, November, 
December, February) — Lachen, Lachung, Gangtok. Against this, 
Ludlow collected a female at 11,500 ft. in Bhutan on 16 May with 
a fully formed oviduct egg (blue, without blotches). 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Breeds in the Himalayas from 
Kashmir to Assam and north into Tibet and Yunnan, between 
4000 and 10,000 ft. Wanders into tlie plains in winter. The paler 
N. Asiatic race nisosimilis also winters in India. 

GENBafUL HABITS : Preys largely on small birds. Glides along at 
great speed close to the ground, accelerated by spurts of rapid wing 
beats. Weaves in and out of bushes, hedges and tree-trunks in 
order to stampede small birds out of cover, whereupon the qp^arrow- 
hawk dashes in pursuit and strikes diem down. 

nesitng: Not recorded In Sikkim. Season (W. Himalayas) — 
Apiril-June. Ness#— a stick^latform in a tree, usually a disused nest 
of a crow or other bird, — ^normally four, roundish ovals, huffy, 

radish white or bluish white, spotted and blotdied with reddish 
brown or blackish brown, with secondary markings of pale reddish 
or lavender grey. Size about 39x33 mm. 

liACiAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC; In the hand cun bc told 



6 ACCXPITRID4E 

from the Shikia by its much longer aiid slendcfer tenms mi toes, with tbe 
toe greatly exceeding the others in length, 

MelascMstos differs from N. Asiatic nimMlU in being much darker above 
with the lower parts frequently much more rufoud, especially in , the mide. 
Sch&fer's Sikkim examples measure: Wing 2 Si 210, 215; 2 242, 20 mm, 

Stresemann observes that of these the males are definitely tnelntoMstor, while it 
is difficult to ded^e whether the females are this or nisosifMs, 

Ids golden yellow or orange; bill slafy blue with black tip; cere> legs and 
feet yellow; claws black. 


The Chested Goshawk, Aedpiter frimrgatus indious (H oclgsoo),is 
apparently a tare resident from die foodulls up to c. 6500 ft. 
Meinertzhagen obtained specimens at Dikehu and Cangtok 
October, 18 December). 

FIELD CHABACTBRs: Above, dark brown, with die for^ead, 
crown and nuchal oest blackish grey. Bdow, white broadly 
streaked on breast and barred on rest of underparts with rich rufous^ 
brown. Throat and under tail-coverts pure white, the former with 
a blackish mesial stripe from chin to breast. 

Differs from the Besra Sparrow-Hawk (A. v. affinis) in its larger 
size (c. Jungle Crow) and the possession of a .shwt but distinct 
nuchal crest ^ 

A forest hawk, laigely predatory on game birds including jungle- 
fowl and pheasants. 


THE LONGLEGGED BUZZARD 

Buteo rufinus rufinus (Cretzsdimar) 

Faloo rufinus Cretzsclunar, 1829, in Rii];^), Atlas Vogel; 40, pi. 27— Upper 
Nubia, Schendt & Sennar, and Ethiopia, 


F.B.I. 5; 137 

LOCAL name: 

size: Kite. 

FXELD CHAiuCTEB.s; Similar to next, extremely variable, ranging 
from dark brown through reddish brown and fulvous to pale sandy. 

Buzzards are impossible to identify in the field widi certainty as 
to spede.s. A smeimen of the above (determined by Stresemann) was 
collected by Schafer at Manshitang 5000 ft. in November. 

STATUS AND HAMTAT ; AcooTcBng to StTcsonann only a rare vdnter 
visitor to the Eastern Himalayas, probably from its east Turkestan- 
Mongdlan breeding area. 

DEsreretmoN outstoe sikkim : Ibe species is found from southern 
Russia to eastern Asia, and south to N. AfriQa, 
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tie JAPANESE SESEET BCZZAEI) 

im lAFANSSE PESERT 

Buteo buteo b^rmmkm Huioe 
Su$m bumankHu Home, 1W5, Stf^ Feaihet* 3; $0 (in teott) — Tlutyetanyo, 

Uctmt Pegu. ' 

E.BJU 6; 148 

liocAL names: Dan-paog-ti-^, Pang-ti-ong-nok (Leptlia). 

SKZB! Kite—. 

EiEU} CHABACTERs: Like a small eagle or ' immature Brahminy Kite 
(Hakastur iadus). Extremely variable m coloration, from pale bu^ 
brown to dark brown with paler head and neck and broad bladdsn 
moustachial stripes. Tail pale creamy rufous with obsolete brown 
bimds, and a broader more distinct subtetm'inal band visible in 
flight. Bdotv, rufous brown except abdomen whidh is sometimes 
white barred with brown. Sexes aUke. 

In overhead aspect the rounded expanded pale coloured tail, 
and whitish or dark brown half-moon-shaped patch on chestnut- 
tinged underwing, conspicuous. 

STATUS AMD HABITAT : Winter visitor. Schafer obtained specimens 
at Lachen and Gangtok in September, October, November 
(juvenile), and February 1938/39. Blanford recorded it at Yumthang 
c. 13,000 ft. in September (1870). 

msTBiBimoN ouTsms sikkim : Summer (breeding), NE. and 
Central Asia south to Tibet and Ladakh. Winter, India, Burma, 
Ceylon, Malays (rare). 

Buzzards of uncertain species were frequentiy observed by the 
Survey — solos and pairs — ^between 5000 and 12,000 ft. elevation in 
winter (November to March) at Temi, Gangtok, Lachen, Lachung 
and Phalut. 

GBNEBAL HABITS (of buzzaids in general) : Rather sluggish. 
Usually seen perdbed on a stone or moimd, or quartering the opener 
hillsides 50 to 100 ft. up in the air, occasionally hovering head to 
wind, and pouncing on any small animals moving cm the ground 
below. Food: rats, mice, young or .sickly birds, lizards, makes etc. 
Coll: a long, wailing kitten-like mewing; particularly noisy in 
breeding season. Pairs much given to soaring aloft and wheeling 
in wide circles, playfully darting and stooping at each other at 
tremendous speed with wings pulled in. One pair (species P) was 
observed at tills game eany one December momir^ at Phalut, 
obviously enjoying themselves thcMOughly in the face of the icy gale 
blowing from the .snow-clad Makalu Range, with the thennometer 
at 30° F. in the roofed vermuhi oi the dak bungalow! 

BACiAi. cittaACTKMSTics, MEAsuWMBNTs, OTc: SdhSfer's Sikkim specimens 
meatuie; 

B. r. fttfinut: 1 d Wing 438; tail S42 mm. 

a. t. hwmaalcus: Wing 3 d d 37.lj 1 9 423; 1 o? 400 mm. ' 

Buteo r. ni/imte ctififers from B. h. Aumoniaiii chiefly in its longer wing ami 
relatlvdiy larger hitt and feet, 

Mr brown « yeflostisb browft; oere yellow; bill broi^ish .slate, Uaik at 
tip, yeOowldi at Imse of lower mandible;, tarsus partly feathered in front (in 
IhmotBeus mnneilmes whaBy) and feet dingy lenttm yellow; claws black: 
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ACCIFITBIPAE 


HIE HIMALAYAN HAWK-EAGLE 

Spixaetus nipaiensis nipalensis (Hodgson) 

NisaHus nipaiensis Hodjison, 1936, Jour. Asiat, Soc. Bengal S : 229, 
pi. 7— Nepd. 


F3J. 5: 89 

LOCAL name: Kanda-panthiong (Lepdia). 

size: Kite+. 

FIELD CHABACtEHs: A slender, crested, radier variably coloured 
forest eagle. Aboce, brown, with a prominent crest of a few limg 
black feathers projecting almost horizontally behind hindcrown. 
Rump and upper tail-coverts barred with white. Tail dark brown, 
barr^ with grey and with a broad blackish subterminal bar. Below, 
fweneck and upmer breast fulvous white, bcJdly black-streaked. 
Prmnment blackish moustachial stripes, and a median or gular stripe 
down throat. Rest of lower plumage brown; posterior flanks and 
under tail-coverts barred with white. In very old birds black streaks 
on breast replaced by broken wliite bars. Sexes alike; female larger. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident (?). Not common, but frequent 
from c. 2000 to at least 7000 ft. altitude (Martam, Rinchinpong, 
Gangtok). Stevens records it at 11,800 ft. (Sandakphu) in March. 
Affects forested hillsides and valleys. 

DisTBiBunoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Ih-O Himalayas, c. 2000 to 7000 ft., 
from Kashmir to East Assam, south to Cachar and Manipiu*. 
Straggling into the plains in winter. The race hdaarti is found in 
S. India and Ceylon. The .species ranges east to China and Japan, 
south through the Indochinese and Malaysian subregions and 
Sulawesi (Cmebes). 

GENEBAL HABITS : Bold, fierce and powerful. Essentially a hunter, 
preying on ground game such as pheasants, junglefowl and hares, 
waiting on them in a leafy branch overloolcing a clearing, and 
pouncing as they come out to feed. C<M: a shrill metallic whistle. 

nesting: Not recorded in Sikkim. Season (in W. Himalayas) 
— February to April, Nest — a large mass of sticks and twigs with 
a central depression lined with green leaves. Placed in a tall tree 
in forest, 40 to 80 ft. up. Eggs — 1 or 2, normally dther pale clay 
or reddish white, stippled and blotched with darka* red or red- 
brown; or white, spottra and blotched with red chiefly at the larger 
end. Size about 70 x 54 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: III the hand, distinguishable 
fmin other hawk-eagles by the feathering of the tarsus running down beyond 
the first joint of the middle toe. 

A specimen (J ad.) collected by Sdiafer in Sikkim (March) has Wing 453 mm. 
A $ in the British Museum has 502 mm. (vide Stuart Baker). 

Iris bright golden yellow; cere homy slate, bill horny black; feet dull yellow 
or ydlowish white; daws black. 



. BONELLl'S HAWK-EAGtE { 

BONELLI’S HAWK.EACLE 

NisaStus fasdatus fasdatus (Vieillot} 

AquUa fatciata VieiUot, 1822, Mem. Soc. Linn. Toris 2 (2): 152~MonlpdIier, 

France. 

Plate 9, fig. 5 (facing p. 80) 


F.B.I, 5: 77 

LOCAL name: 

SIZE; Kite+. 

FIELD characters: A comparatively slender eagle. Above, dark 
umber brown. Tail dark grey above, whitish bdow with a broad 
subterminal black band and others narrower and ill-defined. Below, 
white to rufous-buff, streaked with blackish. Sexes alike; female 
larg«'. Young birds rufous \mdemeath. 

Black wing-tips slightly upturned in flight. In overhead aspect 
silvery white body, dark brown underwing with fine greyish barring, 
and black subterminal tail-band are suggestive pointers. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : ? Observed at GangtOK in December. Pos- 
sibly less uncommon than appears. Affects forested hillsides and 
valleys. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Throughout the Himalayas from 
Kashmir to Assam, and eastward to S. China. Practically all i^in- 
sular India. The species is also found in S. Europe and N. Africa. 

GENERAL HABITS : A bold and powerful hunter, preying on jungle- 
fowl, kaleej pheasants and other large birds ana smau mammals, 
ambushing them from an overlooking leafy tree when they orae 
out to feed in the open. Seldom, if ever, descends to carrion-eating. 
C(dl: described as a shrill creaking cry. 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikldm. Nest — a laige stidc-platform 
lined with green leaves, usually on a ledge of a cuff; sometimes in 
a tall tree. 

BACIAL CHARACTEMSTICS, MEASUBEMENTS, ETC: At TCSt the closed wingS 

reach almost to end of tail. Wing d d 4S2-5S!0; 9 9 530-550; tarstts (feathered) 
99-102; tail 275-288 mm. (Famia). ’ 

Iris yellowish brown to orange-yellow; cere and gape pale sulphur yrfbw; 
bill bluish grey at base, horny black distally; feet pale sulphur yellow; claws 
homy brown. 


The Booted Hawk-Eagle, HieraStm pennatus (Gmelin), super- 
ficially a smaller edition of Bonelli’s, has also been recorded and 
probably has a similar status in Silddm. 

On the wing the brown immatiure phase looks very like an im- 
matiHe Brahminy Kite {Hdiastur), but its relatively lender and 
markedly square-ended tail (as against rounded) is usually diagnostic. 
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AGClPXTftlDA.E 


THE BLACK EAGLE 

Ictitu^itus rrudayensis pemigifr (Hobson) 

Aqidla Pertiigra Hq^gson, 1836, /ow. Askit. Soo, Bengal 5: 227r-NepaL 

iRate 9, fig. 6 (facing p. 80) 


5: 83 

LOCAL names: Laknangbang (Lepcha); Hiigong (Bhotia), 
size: Kite+. 

FIELD CHABAOTEi^ : In Overhead aspect the overall black plumage, 
daric underside of vtdngs with a paler area on die {Himaries, nammy 
grew-barred tail — ^relatively longer than in most eagles — and biij^t 
yellow cere and feet, are diagnostic. At dose range a white patch 
undar the eve confirms its identity. In sailing fli^t the broad wings 
are held aoove the line of the back in a wide V, and end in 
upturned ‘splayed fingers’ as in a vulture. At rest tjieir tips reach 
end of tail. Sexes aluce; female larger. 

STATUS AND HABITAT; Resident (?). Not common, but solos 
frequent between c. 1000 and 6500 ft. elevation in winter (November 
to April)-^ingtam, Martam, IKkchu, Kewzing, Gangtok. Affect.s 
forested hillsides and valleys. 

iHSTBiBTmoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas up to c, 6000 ft. 
from Chamba to £. Assam. Also in suitable biotope in Ben^il, 
central India, E. and W. Ghats to Travancore, and Ceylon. I^e 
species extends through Burma and the Indochinese and Malaysian 
subregions to Sulawesi (Celebes). 

GENERAL HABITS : Mostly .Seen on tiie wing quartering the forested 
hillsides back and forth and along the contours and ravines. Sails 
gracefully and effortlessly like a harrier skimming the tree-tops, 
weaving in and out of the canopy foliage, expertly side-slipping and 
diving dirough the branches to avoid obstacles. These manmuvres 
are for stampeding a bird from its nest and giving away its position, 
for this eagle is a habitual marauder of eggs and nestlings. Food; 
mice, lizards, frogs and laige insects in addition to the above. Also 
kills pheasants and junglefowl. Normally a silent bird, but in court- 
ship aerobatics — ^stooping, wheeling and tumbling at each other — 
the pair utter shrill yelping cries. 

nesting: Not recorded in Sikkim. Season — ^Marcfa-Afoil. Nest 
— ^a large twig structure with a central depression lined with green 
leaves etc. Placed high up in a lofty tree, well concealed in the 
foliage. Egga — 1 or 2, roundish oval, variable in coloration, com- 
numfy whiti^ or pinki.sh densely stippled and blotched with pale 
red. Size about 63x50 mm. 

BAdAL CHARACTBius’ncs, MEAsuBEMENTS, ETC : Two adult Specimens 

collected Schafer in Sikkim (April, Jane) have Wing ‘d’ 591; 9 005 mm, 
Tarsus (feathered to he toes) 69-73; tail 2^313 (Fauna), 

Iris dark brown; bHl greenish to plumbeous horny with black tip; cere and 
gape yeUow; feet yellow; claws black. 



,TR8 HIMAt4T^N etttFroM; VVttX7ilE II 

. Bimotaxleo, m Paixas’s, I^siong ; Eiust^ UsMe^tm 
’ ; • ■ teuocnyphm (Pallas) 

rmo mwimcA-mm : A laxse 4aiic bmvm eagle (iCite-b) widi 
pale gdidea bnowa head aod a broad white haem mxo$s me tail, 
particulaity ctin^cuouF iti flight. 

Recorded by Stevens as being once obtained in (he Run|dK»>g 
valley at c. 4500 ft (16 Tone). On 22 Ai»il 1855 an aduU>plumagea 
example was observed by me flying steadfly and purposmilly due 
North along the narrow Lachen vwey, well choro me river and 
almost on a levdl with Lachen village (c. 9000 &). V^edies: this 
was merely a vagrant, or the vanguard of the presumptive summer 
migrants to the h%h Tibetan plateau is uncertain. Large numbers of 
this eagle were reported by me^ on 'tundra bogs’ in the Kailas- 
Manasarowar region of western Tibet in early summer 1945, which, 
from the bare treeless nature of that conhtiy, could conceivably be 
non-breeding ens-Himalayan visitors. It must be left to future 
observers to determine whether these river valleys in Sikkim (and 
elsewhere in the Himalayas) are in fact, and to what extent, used 
as mimation routes by this {uedominantly fish-eating eagle, and/or 
by other migratory birds. 


The Black, ob King, Vulture, Torgos calvus (Scopoli) 
size: Kite-h. 

A huge black vulture with deep yellowish red or pinkish scarlet 
naked head, neck, ear lappets and legs. In overhead aspect a 
whitish band on the underside of the rather pointed wings, and 
white patches on upper thighs and at base of neck conspicaious 
and diagnostic. Met with at low devations up to c. ^X)0 ft. 
(Rangpo, Singtam, Martam), though it may wander higher tempor- 
arily in seanm of carrion. Usually solitary or pairs at animal car- 
cases or sailing aloft. 


THE HIMALAYAN GRIFFON VULTURE 
Gyps hitnalayensis Hume 

Gyfa hhn(^ayenHa Hume, 1869, Rou^ Notes: 12, 15— Himalayas from 

Kabul to Bhutan. 


F.B.X. 5: IS 
LOCAL name; 

sami Much heavier than the Whit^adeed Vulture d the {daioa 
The largest bird in Sflddm. 

FtEtP csuRAcnrERs; CMd birds sandy white or pale khaki; youngm 
chocolate brown. Long, miked dark scrawny nedc and head, ha 

> /oNf, gombov m. Hitl, ?oo. 40: 286-608 (1.640). 



12 


ACCIPITBIDAE 


overhead aspect large size, pale underside^ black tail, and black 
trailing edges to the broad wings ending in "splayed fingers^ 
diagnostic. Sexes ^ike. 

STATUS AND HAiWTAT : Commoii in the mountains and practically 
the only vulture at 6000 to 16,000 ft. and liigher (Gangtdk, Laohen, 
Lachung, Phalut, Gayamtashana Tso). Roosts on cliffs. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Mountains of Central Asia, and 
tliroughout the hi^er Himalayas. 

GENERAL HABITS : Purely a crarrion feeder, with an enormous daily 
cruising range in searoli of food. Often seen along the regular trade 
routes to Tibet attracted by carcases of pack animals and others that 
have fallen, by the wayside. A party of birds will frequently soar 
and circle majestically on motionless wings at dizzy heights above 
the mountain-tops, looking like nudges in the sky. Such manoeuvres 
can have no connexion with food-finding, and are obviously purely 
for fun. 




Himalayan Griffon Vulture 

About one-fourth About one-twelfth 

NESTING: Not specifically recorded in Sikkim. Season — ^January 
to March/ April, Breeds in colonies on cliffs and precipices, using 
the same sites year after year. Nest — a rough untidy pad of sticks 
and rubbish placed on a ledge. Egg— a singleton, \sdiite, usually 
unmarked; sometimes with reddish blotches. Size about 95 x 70 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Lorgei' than the Fulvous 
Vulture (Gyps fulvescens) and with broader shaft-stripes on the lower plumage. 
The Fauna gives its measurements as : Wing 755-805; tail 365-402 mm. Schafer 
collected 5 spooimens at Gayamtashana Tso, c. 16.000 feet N. Sikkim. August 
1938. They measure (linear under wing) 1 d ad. 765; 1 o? ad- 740; 1 d* imm 
755; 2 GO? 735. 750 mm. 

Iris dull yellow or pale brown; bill homy green; cere pale brown or greenish 
brown; leg-s and feet dingy grey or whitish. 
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Tits ibXMMEBGEl£B 

tHE L/LmMERGEIEB, or BEARDED VULTURE 


Gypa^us batbatm aureus (HalbM) 

Vtdfure aureus HalblizI, 1783, Neue Nord, Bei/tr, 4: 64 — ^Prtwincft erf Gilatt, 

N. Persia. 


5: 26 

LOGAi. NAME: Cha-ko (Tibetan). 

size: About the same as the Griffon Vulture; less heavy. Wing 
span c. 9 ft. 

FIELD CHARACTERS; Eagle-like, with cream-coloured feathered 
head and neck. Above, deep silvery grey and black, streaked with 
white. Below, pale orange-creamy with a broken blackish gorget 
on breast. A tuft or *goatee' of hair-like feathers at chin conspicuous 
in profile. In overhead flight the longish wedge-shaped tail and 
narrow pointed wings diagnostic. Young birds very dark-plumaged, 
with head almost black. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident Common, but not abundant, 
between c. 4000 and 16,000 ft, and soaring to over 24,000 ft 
(Cangtdk, Lachen, Lachung, Langri La, Gyagong, Cayamtashana 
Tso). 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : SE. EuTopc to the Himalayas from 
Kashmir to Assam. The species occurs also in Africa east to 
S. Arabia. 

GENERAL HABITS : A timid carrion-feeder whicli, in spite of allega- 
tions, has never been authenticated to attack living prey. Quarters 
enormous tracts of mountain and valley in majestic sailing flight, 
scanning the countryside for food. The primaries produce a loud 
droning sound as the bird glides past. Apparently the purpose of 
sailing along a narrow river valley or deme, as so commonly wit- 
nessed, is to strike a thennal current upon whidi the bird immediately 
spirals upward to considerable heights. It would seem also that this 
is done to a regular daily chronometer schedule. Food: lately 
bones carried up in the feet and repeatedly dropped on rocks from 
a height until they are splintered to bits that can be swallowed. 
Also joins Griffons and ravens at animal carcases. Walks on the 
ground with a slow dignified eagle-like gait, similar to the Neophron 
vulture*s. Very silent, only rarely uttering a squeal. Indulges in 
extravagant courtship aerobatics when a snarp guttural cry koolik, 
koolik has been recorded, 

NESTING: Season — December to February/March. a mas- 

sive untidy collection of .sticks, bones, scraps of mammal skin and 
other rubbish, on a ledge or in a niche on a precipitous cliff. Eggs-— 

1 or 2, palejgreyish rusty, blotdhed and spotted with various reds. 
Size about 85x68 mm. 

RACIAL cHtABACTERisTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Stresemaon iiieasures 5 
siiedmuns collectetl by Schiiler in N. Sikkim (linear under wing) as follows: 

2 d d ad. Y85. 808; 1 d nmrly ad. 805; 1 d imin. 805; 1 o? 793 min. Two 
specimens collected in Sikkim by Meiiiertzluigen measured (in tlie flesh) : Wing 
d 853 mm., $ 812 mm. Expanse d 2,785 mm., 9 2,865 mm, Sikk^n birds 




i2it»«¥ED SBAPeMT £A6L3t 

do not differ in iixe or odour from the Eurt^poko^S^. ,Aidittic .>^KUletim 
noe Adwbiting die moontaiiu of Turkeftaii, iS hurgar: edelcwdi^ tci 

Steesuua Wing ($0 dcf) 813-863 Ckv. 866) nUii. against oemis i!!88^ 
■{w. 808) nun. 

&i( outer ring scarlet, inner Idudd; bill horny iMown, greentsk pluBpbeous 
kt base; feet grey; da\iirs plumbeous. 


Harriers are slender, graceful hawks unmistakable from their habit 
of gliding buoyantly on motionless outspread poinj^ wings close 
to me ground up and down widi jdie contoiirs, skinuning the grassy 
or scruD-owerea hillsides. From time to time they drop on lizards, 
insects, mice and small birds which are disposed cm the spot 
before resuming the hunt. 

Stevens included four species as winter visitors in his list for the 
Sikkim Himalayas of whirai be considered ‘the commonesf to be — 

The Hen Habbusb, Cirous t^aneus cuttneus OLinnaeos) 

FIELD lOENTiFiCA'noN : cf a slender ashy grey Mwk wim black tips 
to its narrow wings. $ brown with a conspicuous white patch on 
runm. 

■file only occasion on whidi the Survey came aoross any harrier 
in Sikkim between November and April was at Fhalut, 11,800 ft,, 
in December — a single bird of undetermined impedes. Neidier 
Meineitzhagen nor Schafer obtained any specimens; therefore it is 
evident that the birds are by no means common, and possibly only 
odd transimts occur on passage. 


THE CRESTED SERPENT EAGLE 

Spitomis che^la cheda (Latham) 

Feioo Cheeltt Latham, 1790, Index Omitli. 1; India (sl^icknow vide 

W. L. Sclater). 

F.BJ. 5: 96 

LOCAL NAME: 

size: Kite+; heavier. 

FIELD CHAHAdEBS; A large dark brown eagle widi round, full, 
bkdc-and-white crest (very prominacit when erected); a conspicuous 

E dibw patch at base of bill (owe), and unfeaiher^ y^ow legs, 
Ipderpc^. pme hilvous brown; ooeUated and 6ndy bart^ !whh 
blade and w|^. In ovmbead aspect the light odoored body, broad 
rmiitded wbigs with, a bnyad widte bar aloiK their entire , len^ and 
a second less defined, a broad whftidi band aoross tail and sinodier 
iB«defmed near its base,, ate di^ostic pointers. Sexes. al£^, but 
coiloratiim very variable individual^. ; , 
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f ALCONlOAfi 


STA'ivs AND habitat: Comoioii and generally distributed in die 
foothills and up to c. 7000 ft elevation (Rangpo, Siogtam, Mariam, 
Kewzing, SiiighiJc, Gangtok). Affects forested mllsides and valleys. 

DiSTHiBUTioN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: W. Pakistan and N. India from 
Kashmir to Assam north of the Brahmaputia River; wintering soutli 
to the Gangetic Plain. Other races in peninsular India and Ceylon. 
The spedes extends through die Indo^inese and Malaysian sub* 
regions to the Riu Kiu Islands and Philippines. 

GENERAL HABITS: Sits upright in a hi|^ leafy tree overlooking a 
clearing or stream and pounces on prey moving on the ground — 
snakes, lizards, frog.s; occasionally also small mammals and game- 
birds such as junglefowl. Paire much given to soaring aloft in circles, 
uttering the characteristic whisduig screams kek kek-kek-kee. ^ese 
are prefaced by a quick-repeated short whi-whi or pu-pu-pu in under- 
tone, audible only at sliort range. Particularly noisy when breeding. 

nesting: Not specifically recorded in Sikkim. Season (W. 
Himalayan foothills) — March to May. Nest — a large structure (rf 
sticks, sometimes lined with green leaves, high up in a tree in or 
near a forest clearing. Egg— a singleton, variable in colour and 
markings, mostly creamy or yellowish white boldly blotched witii 
reddish brown. Size about 72 x 56 min. 

BACIAL CHAKACTEWSTKIS, MKASUHBMENT.S, ETC: Thf FiUllia givfS tliC lUeaSUlX*- 

rnents (cfV) a.s; Winij 468-507, tiwsus 100-102; tail 295-315 inm. 

An adult c? collectal by Schiifer (Gangtok, 23 March) has Wing 419; in 
another d recently obtained by Dr Rii)ley in central Nepal it is 495 mm. 

Iris yellow with brownish mottling; supraorbital skin, eyelids and cere yellow, 
Irill Irasully plmnljeous, dislally black; legs and feet dirty yellow; claws black. 


Family Falconidae: Falcons 

THE HIMALAYAN FALCONET 

Microhierax caerulescens caenUescens (Linnaeus) 

Falco caerulesvem Linnaeus, 1758, Sys't. Nat., «!. 10, 1; 88 — .Asia Bengal 

ex Edw.wls pi. 108. 

Plate 9, fig. 7 (facing p. 80) 

F.B.I. 5: 52 

LOCAL name: Cliing-fin-nyel (Leiicha). 

size: Between Sparrow and Bulbul. 

FIELD chabactbbs: A diminutive black and white falcon, very 
riirike-like when perched and in silhouette. Pointed wings and 
flight-^ rories of rapid fluttering flaps followed by a graceful glide-r- 
reminiscent of the Ashy Swallow-Shrike {Artamus fumts). Tail partly 
smead in flight, square-ended and rather triangular, with apex at base 
like a barbet’s, but proportionately longer. Above, glossy black. 



r)^M FAtCOK S7 

md sid^ df face white with a cixHUhieitit bladk bmid 
Ihirough the eye and a broad white collar on hmd^neek. Belaw^ ehhi, 
(jbfoai; and tmder taSl<*oo>verts deep lerrugiaoisa. Beat of l^er 
pltimage white suffused with rust Sexes alike; feniale lai|(er. 

stATOs AKP nAjMTATj Resident (?). Not common, but frequent in 
tl^ Teesta Valley at low altitudes^up to c* 2000 ft (Rangpo, 
Si^tain). Affects the outskirts of fo!rest and old cultivation deanngs 
wiux tali dead trees to serve as foraging bases* 

mstBiBimoN ocTsxoE azKKiM: The Himalayan foothills and terai 
from Kumaon to Assam* The species extends to Burma, Thailai^ 
and south Indochina* 

CBNEUAL HABITS : Fairs or small narties. Sits upright like a shrike 
on the bare topmost branches of tau trees. Predatory on dragonflies, 
beetles, butterflies, large grasshoppers, etc. Also takes liza^ and 
small birds. Swoops to the ground to pick them off, or captures 
them in its talons in mid-air, circling back to its base very ^e a 
Swallow-Shrike, and with a steep upward glide before alighting. 
Insect held under foot, wings pulled ot and oropped to the ground, 
and body tom to pieces before swallowing. Like Artamm, it is one 
of the tew birds that habitually take butterflies. When perched, 
swings tail slowly up and down like the Blackwinged Kite (Etanus). 

nesting: Not recorded in Sikkim and v«ry little known except that 
it lays in disused barbet-holes etc. in trees. 

RiiciAL cHAnACTEiubTics, MJSAbURKMKNi's, ETC; A Specimen (9) collected by 
the Sikkim Survey measures: Wing 110; hill (irojn cere) 11; tarsus 25; tail 63 
mm, Two siK^cimens taken recently by Dr Ripley in E. Nepal give Wing d 
101; 9 110 mm. 

Iris brown; cere dark brown, bill biisally yellowish green, distally black; 
legs and ieet blackisli slate. 

The English name ‘Redlegged Falconet' commonly used for tliis bird is in- 
comH;t aud misleading. 


THE SHAHXN FALCON 

Fedeo peregrinus peregtitiaior Sundevall 
Falco peregfiiwtor .Sundevall, 1837, Physiogr. SaUskapets Tidss^kr. 1 (2): 
117, pi. 4 — ^at sea in Jat. 0* 20' N. between Ceylon and $umati*a, 70 Swe^sh 
miles (spTOO English miles) off die Nicobars. 


F.B.I. 5: 34 

LOCAX. NAMB: 

size: House Crow +, 

FIELD cHahaCTEbs: A powerful, broad-shouldered, streitmlined 
hawk with long pointed wings and sw^ft flight Abooe* s4aty 
blue with blaok liead* ..Beloti?, j^nkish white and rusty red, boldly 
9fp^-baited With blamt from abdomm down. A dark mou$bichi|ti 
on either side erf throat. Sexes appreciably 

laijger; ■ . ■ /’ '■ ■' (/,' ' 

ETATbs Am habitat: ? Rare, but possibly iesident and breedinii 



ti-AtCONtOAe 


IS 

(m suitable crags. ’ A fine example was obtained by Ccdonel 
Meineirtehagen's . shi|cari at c. 9000 ft elevation near Latdntng 
(21.ii.l952). A few unconfirmed sight rectwds between November and 
April at 5000 to 80QO ft Affect; nigged mountainous ccnxntiy. 

DISTRIBUTION ovtsiDE SIKKIM: Throughout the Indian Union, 
Pakistan and Ceylonj east to China. The Peregrine, in several other 
races, is a Holarctic breeding species found in uie Americas, Europe, 
Asia, Africa and Australia. 

GENEBAi. habits: Predatory on pigeons, chukor, pheasants and 
other birds. Stoops on them obliquely from aloft with tremendous 
velocity, striking in mid-air with the powerful hind claw. Flight 
extremely fast and direct — a few rapid wing beats followed by an 
arrow-like glide. 

nesting : Not recorded in Sikkim. Season — March to May. Nest 
— a stick-platform lined with wool and grass. Placed in a traditional 
site on a ledge or niche in a cliff-face. Eggs — 3 or 4, variable, pale 
stone colour to bri<i-red, blotched and spotted with brick-red or 
reddish brown. Size about 52X41 mm. 

RACiAi. CHARACTEMSTics, MEASUBEMENTS, ETC: Tile N. A-Siatic racc caUdus 
which migrates to India in winter is paler above and white or almost white on 
the barred undeiparts. 

The Fauna gives Wing 6 6 265-295; $ 9 31 2-342 mm. Col. Meinertzhagen's 
Sikkim skin (d) measuies; Wing 295; expanse 911 mm. 

Iris brown; bill bluish slaty, base of lower mandible yellowish; cere yellow; 
legs and feet dull chrome yellow to orange-yellow; claws homy black. 


THE HIMALAYAN KESTREL 

Folco tinnunculus interstinctiis McClelland 
Fulco intemlinctus McClelland, 1840 (1839), Proc. Zool. Soc. London, pt. 

7 : 154 — ^Assam. 


F.B.I. 5: 62 

LOCAL NAME: Tiiig-lcyi (Lepcha). 

SIZE : Pigeon. 

FiBU> CHABACTEBS : Mcde: Above, crown, nape and sides of nedc 
ashy grey, finely streaked with blackish. A blackish cheek stripe. 
Back, scapulars and wing-coverts bright brick-red with pear-shap^ 
black spots. Rump, upper tail-coverts and tail grey, the last tipped 
white and with a broad black subterminal bar. Below, vinous buff, 
streaked on breast and spott^ on abdomen with black. 

Female! Above, including crovm and nape, pale rufous, cross- 
barred on back with black. Below, paler than in male and with the 
maiikings denser and more brown. Also sli^tly larger. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: According to Stevens resident in the 
Hun^ong Valley fimn 5000 ft. upwards. The Sikkim Surv^ came 
acroM it iq^iaringly from c. 1000 ft. to 11,800 ft between November 
and April (Rangpo, Martam, Dikdhu, Gangtok, Gezing, Kewjdn^ 
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M«inertzhagen reconled it betwe«i 4000 and 12^ ft 
(C3wi^) in winter, and F. N. -Betts at 13,000 ft. (tWw) in May. 

Avects open scndid^ hillsides with crags etc.; fauoiw terracra 
cultivatkm. 

msTRisimoN otrrsiDE sikxim: Summer (breeding), Central and 
E. Asia, Tibet, E. Himalayas, Assam, Bunna. WirOer, peninsular 
India and Ceylon. The Euro^an-West Asiatic-W. Him alayan nomi- 
mte raOe is also a winter migrant to peninsiilar India. The spedes 
is widespread over Europe, Africa, Asia, east to Japan; wintering 
south to the Philippines. 

GENsaiAL HABITS I Usually se»i singly perched on a high cliff or 
dead tree whence it pounces on creeping prey. Has jealously 
guarded feeding territories. Also quarters the hillsides for booty 
stopi^g dead in mid-air now and again, head to wind, hovering on 
rapidly beating wings for many seconds at a time while intently 
scanning the ground below. When the quarry is sighted, the bird 
drops silently on it and bears it away in its talons. Food: lizards, 
mice, large insects and small birds. Call; a sharp ki~Jd~ki or tit .. . 
wee uttered on the wing. In the breeding season pairs indulge 
in a spectacular aerobatic display, stooping and darting at each 
other and zooming upward in their stride, and hovering pretdly on 
vibrating wings. 

nesting: Season — April to June. Nest— a. sparse collection of 
twigs, roots and rubbish in a hole in a cliff. Eggs — 3 to 6, roundish 
ovals, pale pinkish or yellowish stone, profusely speckled and blotched 
with various reds. Size about 40 x 32 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERLSTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : Much darker above and bdow 
than the European- West Himalayan tinnunculus. A specimen collected by the 
Sikkim Survey (9) measures Wing 260; bill (from cere) 22; tarsus 41.5; tail 179 
mm. Hartert (Vog. pal. Fauna) gives for saturatus (=intefstinctm) Wing 
6 d 230-240; 9 9 240-260 mm. 

Nine examples collected by Schafer in Sikkim between 15 October and 3 
December (Lachen, Manshitang, Lachung, Gangtok) have been determined by 
Stresemann as of the paler race tinnunculus. He measures these; Wing 2 ad. 
<Sd 241, 252; 2 ad. 9 9 256, 257; 1 9' juv. 274; 4 oo? juv. 255, 258, 260, 
265 mm. The status of the two races here needs to be elucidated. 

Iris dark brown; eyelids and cere chrome yellow; bill bluish grey Hack at 
top of unper mandible and conimis.sure; legs and feet chrome yellow; claws black. 
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PHASIAKIDAS 


Family Fhasianipae ; Pheasants, Partiidg<%, Quails 
THE SNOW PABTBIDGE 
Lerwa lerwa (Ho4gS(»)) 

Perdix lerwa Hodgson, 1833, Proc. Zoo/. Soc. London, pt. 1 : 107— Nordtern 

region of Nepal. 

Plate 10, fig. 3 (facing p. SI) 


F.B.I. 5: 433 

LOCAL name; Lerwa (Bhutia). 

see: Partridge+. 

FELD cHABACTEts: A gFegarious high altitude partridge with 
bright red legs and bill. Above, closely barred black and white. 
Below, largely deep chestnut, broadly streaked witii whitish on 
abdomen and flanks. Under tail-coverts chestnut, streaked with 
black and tipped with whitish. Sexes dike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Not uncommon at elevations 
between 10,000 and 15,000 ft. in winter (Singalila Ridge, Ihangu, 
Yumthang, Clrangu); higher in summer. Affects alpine pastures, 
opal hillsides above the tree-line covered with grass, lichen, ferns 
and rhododendron bushes and frequently interspers^ wilh snow 
patches. Characteristic facies normdly less bare and stony than of 
tiie Snowcock. 

DisTBEUTioN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas from Afghanistan 
to Sikkim, S. Tibet to W. China. 

CENEHAL HABITS; Kccps in covcys of up to 20 birds or more 
which, when flushed, rise with a whirring and clapping of wings 
and scatter. Both Meinert/hagen and Ludlow describe them as 
tame and stupid birds, permitting themselves to be approached and 
fired at again and again till an entire covey may be wiped out. 
They are good eating. Call: a loud harsh whistie. Food: lichen, 
moss and vegetable ^oots etc. with which a large amount of grit 
is swallowed. 

NESENc; Not specifically recorded from Sikkim. Elsewhere 
season — ^May to July. Nest— a scrape on the ground, under cover 
of a rock or bush, well lined with moss and leaves. Eggs—B to 5, 
smaller editions of those of the Snowcock, measuring alrout 
55 X 36 mm. 

BACiAL GHARACTERisncs, MEASTmEMENTR, httc: Meitiotzhagen gives for 14 
Sikliin dd Wing 183-194; bill 21.5-25.5 mm. A 9 collectod by the Survey 
measured Wing 185, bill 24; lars'is 33; Util 108 mm. 

Ws reddiidr brown to blood red; bill bri^t coral red; legs and feet orange-red 
to deep red, brightest in breeding season. 



THe SIIKICIM SKOWCOCX 

THE SIKKIM SNOWGOCK 


TetfaogalhB Ubetanta aquilonifer R. & A. MemertKhagea 

TetntogaUw tS?0Antu aqvtlmifer R. & A. Mefnertzhagen, 19S6, Bu0, Btit. 

Om, Cl, 4$: 99 — Interior ol Sikicin). 

I'.B.i. 5: 432 

iMCAL names: Hnik-pa (Bhutia); Lapeha kangtno or kpngtno 
(S. Tibet). ' % . 

size: Large domestic hen+. 

FIELD afUAACTEKS : A stout, dumpy, grey, black, vdtite and diestnut 
game bird rather like a giant Grey Partridge. In" overhead fl^ht 
against a brighjt sky, edges of wings tran.slucent white. Moie; Above, 
crown, nape and hindneck grey. Back and rump grey with pale 
vermiculations, the rump scalloped with buff. A pale buff coUm’ or 
lunar band across upper back and shoulders. Upmr tail-coverts and 
central tail feadiers rufous, with narrow wavy bands of blackish 
grey. A prominent white wing-mtch. Below, chin, throat and 
breast white, separated by a bi^-edged grey band from rest of 
undeiparts which are white boldly streaked widi black, broadest on 
flanks and lower abdomen. 

Femaie; Similar, but grey breast-band with pale fulvous 
veimiculations and (white) neck and breast mottled with brownish. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident in the Tibetan plateau facies of 
Northern Sikkim, 15,000-17,000 ft. (Than^, Gyagong). Affects bare 
rocky sparsely scrubbed hillsides and alpine pastures. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Immediately adjacent S. Tibet. 
Overall, the species is found from the Pamirs through Tibet to 
western China. 

GENERAL HABITS : Keeps in pairs or parties of 3 to 5; usually ^y 
and wary. When alarmed, runs uphill with a waddling, rather 
goose-like gait, toil partially erected, displaying the white under tail- 
coverts prominently, and jerked now and again in die manner of a 
waterhen. Mounts a rock before taking off and coasts effordessly 
on open wings in and ou^ with the contours of the hillsides, of long 
distances across the valleys and from ridge to ridge. Call; a wild 
pnflonged and penetrating whistle of several notes (usually 5) 
repeats with great persistence from a commanding rock; in cadence 
somewhat reminiscent oi the Common Green Pigecm’s call, in quality 
the Curlew's. The calls can be easily imitated, and serve to decoy 
the birds. When flushed and flying off in alarm a continuous oadde 
is uttered. Food: bulbs, tubers, roots, grass blades etc along with 
which a great degl of grit is swallowed. An unpleasant peculiarity 
of die bird is the foul odour or '^k' that emanates f)wn the flesh, 
odiesrwise good eatipg, within a short time after it has Wn killed. 

- MBsTiNQ’; Not spedfloally recorded from Sikkim. In adjacent 
Hbet 'scrapeT under protection 

of a nx^ or busk usually Imed wiflh dead leaves end |^$. JSgga-* 
4. to 6 , pale yellowish stope coiomr to ihh redmdi buff, scantily 
spotted «ridi radish brown, often more heavily at the etdmmr hnd. 
«ae about 70x50 mnif - ^ > 
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PHASIANIDAE 


RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Thc Tibetan Snowoock (T. 
tibetanns) differs from the West Himalayan T. himalayensis in having the lev^er 
breast and abdomen white, streaked with black, as against usdfOtm dark grey in 
the latter. Aquilor^fer of Sikkim is darker tlian die other races (e,g. tibeianus 
and centralis) on head, nape and back with the white of the throat more restricted* 
There is no difference in size. A 9 collected by Schafer at Gyagong has Wing 
271 mm. 

Iris brown; bill hCrny purple, orange-red at base; orbital skin and eyelids 
slaty blue; legs and feet dull orange to deep red. 

THE COMMON HILL PARTRIDGE 

Arbarofjhila torqueola torqueola (Valenciennes) 

Perdix torqueola Valenciennes, 1826 (1825), Diet. Sci. Nat., Levrault), 

38 : 435 — ^Bengal. 

Plate 10, fig, 2 (facing p. 81) 


F.B.r, 5; 386 

LOCAL NAMES: Peiira (Nepali); Kohumbut (Lepcha); Sipung-lulu 
(Tibetan). 

size: c. Grey Partridge or half -grown domestic fowl. 

field chabactebs: a dumpy, short-tailed, olive-brown partridge. 
Male: Above, olive-brown mottled with black and chestnut, and 
with a bright chestnut cap. A patch of bare crimson skin round eye. 
Below, chin and throat black, with a white moustachial streak. Breast 
grey, separated from black throat by a white band. Rest of under- 
parts grey and white with some chestnut on the flanks. 

Femme: Above, similar but with crown brown, streaked with 
black. Below, chin and throat rufous, spotted with black. Breast 
brownish; throat^band che.stnut instead of white. 

status and habitat: Fairly common between about 6000 and 
9000 ft. elevation (Chungtnang, Lachen, Gangtok, Kewzing, 
Pemionche). A ^ecimen was obtained by Stevens at Gnatong c, 
12^000 ft. (now in Chicago Museum of Natural History).^ Affects forest 
broken up by ravines etc. with heavy eveigreen undergn>N\^. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas b^een c, 4000 
and 12,000 ft. from Garhwal to E. Assam, north of the Brahmaputra. 
The species ranges west to Chamba, east to Burma, Yunnan, Tonkin. 

GENERAL HABITS: Gregarious. Keeps in coveys of 5 to 10 birds 
in dense undergrowth, scratching for food amongst the mulch and 
humus on the forest floor — seeds, shoots, berries and insects. Trusts 
to its I^s for esca^, but when suddenly flushed, as by a dog, flies 
st^gly, manoeuvring its way with ease through tree-trunte and 
other obstacles, often taking refuge up in a lerfy branch. Roosts 
at night in trees, the covey sitting huddled together. Cdh a 
single low mpumful whistle e. seconds long, repeated every 2 or 
3 seconds, reminiscent ojF the awkward intake whistle of a begiimer. 
Also a 2- or 3-noted low whistle related 3 or 4 times in asc^mng 
scale, ending abriiptly. Particularly vocal in the mornings and 
eveniiigs. 
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NESUNc: Season^Apeii to June. noraially a scrape in the 

r ound lined with grass and leaves, in forest undergrowth. Eggs-— 
to 5, vdute, glossy^ about 45X 34 nun. 

RACiAi. CHMiACTEiasTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Specimens obtained by Or 


Biswas measure; 

Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

1 <? 

157 

22.5 

45 

70 mm. 

1 9 

144 

21 

41 

59 mm. 


A Silddm series in SchSfer^s collection gives Wing 7 <S<! 151*160 (av. 153.7); 
1 9 144 mm. 

Iris brown to crimsmi-brown; bill dark brown to black; orbital sldn dusky 
pink to crimson-red, legs and feet olive-brown to livid grey. 


BLrra’s, OR The Rupousthroated Hill Partbidce, ArboropMa 
rufogtdaris rufogularis (Blyth), is a fairly common resident <rf a 
generally lower altitudinal zone, between c. 3000 and 8000 ft. The 
Survey collected no specimens, but I have examined several in the 
Chicago Museum of Natural History obtained at Lingtam (5500- 
6000 ft) by the Suydam Cutting Expedition, including a breeding 
female of 26 February (1931). 

FIELD IDENTIFICATION; Male differs from torqueda in having the 
crown dive-brown instead of bright chestnut, stippled with black; 
throat rufous instead of black, with a black band separating it from 
the grey breast, instead of white. 

Female differs from male in having sparser black spots on diin 
and throat, and more white drops on breast and abdomen. 

DLSTBiBimoN : Kumaon east to the Mishmi Hills, between c, 
4000 and 8000 ft. elevation. 


A third species. The Redbbeasted Hill Partridcx;, ArborophUa 
mandeUii Hume, occupies an altitudinal zone that descends stiU 
lower— to c. 1000 ft. Its ceiling is about die same as ^at of 
rufogulatis. H. Stevens procured a roedmen at Lingtam (c. OXK) ft.) 
on 29 February (1931), now in the Chicago Museum. 

FIELD IDENTIFICATION : cf 9 cTown and nape dull chestnut-brown. 
Dark grey superciliary stripes from eyes continued behind to meet on 
upper hindneck. Lower neck (all round) and upmr back reddish 
chestnut widi black spots. Rest of uppw parts oWe, spotted and 
narrowly scalloped with black. Belou>, diin and throat pale olive- 
chestnut followed by white and black rings. A small white moas- 
tachial streak. Upper breast deep chestnut; lower breast to vent 
grey; flaidcs widi sc^ chestnut, and spotted with white. Under 
tail-coverts olive, with white spots and rufous motding. 

rnsnoBimoN: Hills north of Bralunaputra River from Sikldm to 
die Mishmis and SE, Tftiet; 1600 to 8000 fb. or hij^er. 
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V 

THE BLOOD PHEASANT 

Ithagitvis m^enh 0 ^ " ^ , 

Ithaginis crueniu^ affinis Beetle, 1912» Zoohgha 1: 91—611*11811 Stlddfil* 
Plate 10, fig. 4 (facing p. 81) 

P.B.I. 5:352 ^ V 

LOCAL NAMES ; Chilme, Chilmili (Nepali); Sam4, Semu, So(Hnooiig» 
pho (Lepcha). 

size: Domestic fowl. 

HELD aiARACt^ais : Male (illustrated) : Overall grey above, 
yellowish grey below, streaked with yellowish. Forehead black; chih' 
and throat crimson. Upper breast splashed with crimson. Crimson 
on wing-shoulders, under tail-coverts and in tail 

Female: General plumage finely vermiculated bright rufous- 
brown. Feathers pf face and sides of head light ochre, contrasting 
with grey crown. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: CommoD and abundant at elevations between 
c. 8500 and 15,000 ft., not descending much lower even in winter 
(Lachen, Lachung, Zemu, Dombang, Changu, Singalila Ridge, 
Thangu, Yumthang, Gnatong). SchMer obtained a specimen at 
Chungthang, 5000 ft, in December — an exceptionally low altitude. 
Affects steep pine forest and stunted rhododendron ana juniper sdaib. 

distribution: The high Himalayas, up to snowline, in Sikkim 
and W. Bhutan. The species ranges eastward through SE. Tibet to 
NE. Assam, N. Burma and W. China. 

GENERAL HABITS : Gi^arious; usually in coveys. Primarily a 
runner, swift of foot and loath to take wing even for escape. Feeds 
in open patches in dwarf rhododendron and juniper scrub, often 
digging into the deep snow with its short, stout grouse-like bill. 
Food almost exclusively moss, fern fronds and lichens. Tame to the 
point of stupidity, the members of a covey coming out to investigate 
a fluttering companion that has been shot and allowing bird aMer 
bird to be killed by the concealed hunter. The plumage has a musty 
repulsive odour even when the bird has been freshly killed. Stuart 
B^er considered it ‘excellent for the table\ but even with the locals its 
flesh passes as much inferior to other pheasants^, while Meinertzhagen 
feelingly describes it as 'disgusting'! Call: likened to the squeal pf 
a Kite. 

nesting: Very little known in the wild state. Said to nest on 
the ground, laying 10-12 eggs. SherrifiTs observations on the allied 
race tibetanus suggest that the birds may be polyandrous as well as 
p4ygamou$ (Ibis 1944 : 381). 

.EACacAt CBAEACTEKisTics, ii«EA8UBEMENTs, ETCJ As cOmpared wfth nomipate 
cruemtua of Adjoining N^al, d affkiis lacks the crimson on lorecrown; crin^ii 
on breast reduced; flanks greener; throat crimson wifli black shov^ll 

collected by die Sikkim Survey measure i ^ 

Wing Bill Taicsus 

2 d d 205-298 22-23.5 69-70 150-15$ 

19 192 22 63 104 



' H<S>aKED' .P'H'g.AS A,M? ! ■ 

^ «bCRini^ % Dr lUswas .mssr l^innbttng; Ima S tf <f 20^*230 
(»V Sl2.i); 2 $ }97, .202'mmi SchafwV ^ddiii sei^ giveB W|ng d' 

IBMia (av. 20eJO); 3 9 « l87--a02 («v. 195.0) min. 

' . .Solt. jparta : Male: bis yellow^ brmvn, drcumcwfaittl i^kin lnlf^ warlet 
or sdawiMarinison; bill h<nny bladi:, scarlet on cere, edges of i^ase of mandOilen 
)Bld anj^e’of gape; legs and {eel (St, spurs on eadt leg) seaHet 10m wbital iddn; 
claws brnny black. Female; Iris ydlowish brown; orbital skin orangenred 
(smaller patch and paW than in <l); bill homy brown at base, mange-red at 
Op; legs and feet os in d but w^out spurs. Sdies of feet bright oraiqi;o- 
crimson In bodr seims. 

In an die 10 dd dissected (winter) the testes w«e minute and blaok- 
pigmented. 


THE CRIMSON HORNED PHEASANT, or SATYR TRAGOPAN 

Tragopan satyra (Linnaeus) 

Meleagris Satyra Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1 : 157 — Bengal, ex 
Edwards, pi. llfl. Errore, the drawing on which Edwards’s plate was based was 
probably made from a Nepal specimen. 

Mate 10, fig, 1 (facing p. 81) 


F.B.I. 5; 343 

LOCAL NAMES: Monal (Hindi, Nepal); Omo Bap (Bhutia); Tar- 
rhyak (Lepcha); Chamdong (Tibetan). 

SIZE : Domestic fowl. 

FiEU) CHABACTERs: Male: Ahove, head and crest blade widi 
crimson markings. Below, a bare deep blue patch or lappet on 
throat. Rest of underparts crimson with black-raged white spots or 
ocdli. 

Female; Above, rufous-buff, vraniculated, barred and blotched 
with black and narrow pale ochre central streaks. Shoulder of wing 
tinged with crimson. Below, chin and diroat whitish; bieast like 
ba^ but pal^. Abdomen still paler with laige white spots. 

status and habitat; Not uncommon at devations between c. 
8000 and 12,000 ft (Lochen, Ladiung, Ziemu, Kaiponang). Sdihfer 
obtained spedmens as low as 6000 ft. (Manshitang) in winter. Affects 
oak, deodar and rhododendron forest on Mtteds and steep hillsides 
with scrubby undeigrowth. 

msnuinmoN outside snooM: Eastern Garhwal, Nepal, Bhutan, 
Assam hfils north of Brahmaputra River. 

. GENERAL HABITS: Not apinredably different from the pheassknts 
described bdow. Keeps in j^rs, but sometimes in small parties in 
the nonbreeding season. Cm (of code) : an arresting loud hya, hya, 
kym, like the bieatinE irf a goat kid. 

mFmmct Litm Imown in the wild state, Set»e»~>4pparently 
Mayojune^ Nest-oan uoifcidy jumlde of plaoed up in the 

brenabc$ of a tree In fp#est. Emt—Z to 4 (n reddish buff, iiMM 
aB over witibi deeper biidk-red, Siae about 5oX43 mm. ^ i 



phasianidae 


HACiAL cuABACTERistrics, MEASUBEMGNTS, KTc: A good sctles Collected by 
Schafer in Sikkim measures: Wing 4 cfd ad. 260, 267, 268, 271; 2 9 9 ed, 
228, 232 mm. A Sikldm Survey 9 has wing 216; tail 155 mm. 

Soft parts : Male: Iris brown; bill brownish black, palor on distal half; orbital 
skin and lappet Prussian blue. When extended it shows a bright sage green 
edge with 4 or 5 brilliant scarlet triangular patches. L>egs and feet dull fleshy, 
suffused with crimson in breeding season; spur pale grey-brown. Female: Iris 
brown; bill horny browti; legs fleshy grey-brown (Fauna). 


THE MONAL, or IMPEYAN PHEASANT 

Lophophorus impejanus (Latham) 

Phasianus impejanus Latham, 1790, Index Ornith. 2: 632 — India ( = Sikkim. 

Type locality fixed by Meinertzhagen, 1952, Bull. Brit. Orn. Cl 72 : 85). 

F.B.I. 5; 335 

LOCAL names: Dafia (Nepali); Fo-dong (Lepcha); Chamdong 
(Bhutia, Sikkim). 

size: Domestic hen+. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : A large, dumpy pheasant. Above, lustrous 
metallic bronze-green, purple and blue with a large white rump- 
patoh and peacock-Iilce crest on crown. Tail short, broad, square- 
cut, cinnamon-rufous. Beloto, velvety black. 

Female: brown, mottled and streaked with paler and darker 
brown, with a short tuft on head and white throat. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Common and locally abundant above c. 
9000 ft. elevation (Lachen, Lachung, Thangu, Karponang, Changu, 
Gnatong). Blanford recorded it at 14,000-15,000 ft., above the level of 
forest, in September (1870). Affects open deodar and rhododendron 
forest, and precipitous rocky and grass-covered slopes, often under 
heavy snow in winter. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas from E. Afghani- 
stan to Bhutan and S, Tibet from c, 7000 ft. up to tree-line 
(14,000-15,000 ft). 

GENERAL HABITS : Single birds or parties of 3 or 4, consisting of a 
cock and 2 or 3 hens or of birds all of the same sex, dig assiduously 
widi their powerful bills in the mornings and afternoons, often in 
deep snow, for tubers, roots and seeds. They also eat berries (e.g., 
Catoneaster) and insects. When flushed in die open, the birds in- 
variably plane downhill with wild ringing cries, ^^en suddenly 
come upon in forest they fly up with much cackling into the 
branches of a deodar and sit motionless for a while, the hen in 
particular becoming remarkably obliterated by her coloration. The 
cook has no regular 'crow', but a whistling chuckle is occasionally 
uttered. In courtship he spreads out and erects his tail like a turkey 
cock, jerking it slightly. Whistler also describes a courtship 
the cock leaping straight up into the air from a steep hWidde, 
moving slowly with wings held high above line of back, tail p^ally 
spread and white mnap very conspicuous. 



THE 8LACKSACKED KALBEJ PHEASANT 37 

MSStiNp^ . Se/tsott — to June. Nest^—^ scrape in ffsoaad 
under shelter of a rock or tree-itrunk, in forest undergrowth. jEggs-r" 
4 to 6, pale y^owish or reddish buff, freckled and spotted with 
raidish brown. Size about 64X45 mm. 

BAbUL dUBACTKKisxics, MEASUBeMENTS, ETC: Schafef^s Sikldm series gives 
Wing 2 dct ad. 290, 295; 4 9 9 ad. 264, 208, 270, 274 nun. Specimens 
collected by the Survey measure: 



Wing 

Bill 

Tamis 

TaO 

1 <s 

300 

54 

80 

223 mm. 

1 9 

280 

48 

76 

189 mm. 


Iris brown; circumorbital skin c5' deep azure (almost royal) blue, 9 paler 
blue; bill homy blackish, edge of both mandibles greyish white; legs and feet 
olive-brown, each scale on tarsus and toes margined with black; claws and spurs 
horny black. 


THE BLACKBACKED KALEEJ PHEASANT 

Lophura leucomelana melanota (Hutton) 

Euplocomus melanotus 'Blyth'* Hutton, 1848, Jour. Asfot. Soc. Bengal 17 (2): 

694, in text — Darjeeling. 


F.B.I. 5; 323 

LOCAL NAME; Kar-rhyak (Lepcha). 

size: Domestic fowl. 

FIELD CHARACTEBs: Male: Ahovc, black glossed with steel blue. 
Lower hack, rump and upper tail-coverts with narrow white edges 
to the feathers. A long, pointed, glossy blade, recumbent crest. 
Tail black, comparatively long, arching and pointed. Bare scarlet- 
crimson fadal patches around eyes. Below, chin, throat and fore- 
neck glossy blackish with white streaks. Feathers of breast and 
flanks lanceolate, dull brown with whitish scalloping. 

Fetrude: Dark rich brown with narrow whitish scalloping, shorter 
brown crest and scarlet eye-patches. 

STATUS AND HABITAT; Fairly common, chiefly in the foothills and 
up to o. 6000 ft. elevation (Rangpo, Singtam, Singhik, Lingtam, 
Temi, Gangtdc), Schiifer took specimens at c, 9000 n. (Lachen) in 
June and November, at which altitude Ludlow also found it in 
Bhutan in summer. Affects densely scrubbed ravines etc. in forest 
biotope. 

rasTBiBUTiON ouTSnnt siekim: Western Bhutan. The contiguous 
Western and Extern Himalayas respectively are inhabited by allied 
races. The species overall ranges through Burma and. the Indochinese 
subregicHi to S. China and H^an Island. 

general habits: Similar to Red TunglefowL Pairs or small 
parties come out to scratch fra: food at me fewest clearings, 

tresbly sown flelds and jungle tracks in me mornings and afternoons. 
Food: grain, moots, tubers, insects, smdl reptiles, etc. Call (or 
'orcraO of cook; a loud whistling chudde. A pecidi^ 'dcumtning'. 



PHASIANIDAE 


like a dotii fluttering in the breeze, is produced \vi& the wings in 
the breeding season, presumably as a challenge to nVal oocits. 

NESitNc: Season->-March to May. Nest — a smpe in the ground 
lined with diy grass and bamboo leaves, amongst dense undetgrow^ 
in ravines etc. Eggs—S or 7, buff, glossy, broad ovals, dbout 
50x40 mm. 

BACiAL cHARAcrrEHiSTics, MEASUHEMENTs, ETC ; In the typical West 
Himalayan race, leucomebma, the upper plumage i& black, edged (or scalloped) 
with white; rump baiTed white; breast whitish. In the adjoining E. Himalayan 
latJiami upper plumage black; nunp boldly barred white; breast blade. 

Oelacour' gives for d 6 Wing 215-240; tail 238-300 mm. A series collected 
by Schitfer in Sikkim loeasures ; Wing Odd ad. 233-248 (av. 238.7); 699 
ad. 211-222 (av, 215.0) mm. 

Iris hazel to orange-brown; facial skin scarlet-crimson; bill gre^iish homy, 
black at base, paler at tip; legs and feet slaty or greenish brown. 


THE RED JUNGLEFOWL 

Gdllus gaUus murghi Robinson & Kloss 
Callus ferrugineus murghi Robinson and Kloss, 1920, Rec. Ind. Mtts. 19; 
14, 15 — Chirala, Gaya Dishiet, Biliar. 


F.B.I. 5: 295 

LOCAL NAMES; Natsa-pia, Nagseya (Bhutia); Paz-ok-chi, Tankling 
(Lepcha). 

SIZE: Domestic village fowl. 

FIELD CHARACTERS; Both scxcs Very similar to the ‘Game Bantam' 
breed of domestic poultry. Maie: Above, chiefly glos^ deep orange- 
red with 1(H^ yellowish neck-hackles. Long, sickle-snapect meti^ic 
black tail. Below, blackish brown. 

Female: Above, crown dull rufous. Forehead and superdlia 
bright chestnut, continued below to meet in a loop on foreneck. 
Rest of upper parts reddish brown, finely vermiculated with buff. 
Below, paie-shafted light rufous brown. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident at the lower altitudes, ascending 
to c. 6000 ft. (Rangpo, Sii^tam, Martam, Pakyong, Temi, 
Chungthang, Gangtok). Affects ^est as well as scrub jungle near 
cultivation. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM; Throughout the lower Himalayas, 
normally tio c. 6000 ft., from NE. West Pakistan to E. Assam. 
Assam, Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, E. Madhya Pradesh. The species 
extends through Burma and the Indorminese subregion south to 
China and Java. 

GENERAL BAKTS : Keeps in small patties of a epok and S' or 4 
htms. Usua% very sliy. Ccanes out in the early mornings and ai^> 
noons at the edge of harvested fields end cart tracks, to gknn 


'The AieaMUtts of the World. Country Lifo Ltd;., London (1951). 



YHB SpVilWXNCllD PLOVEA 


•oatietad grain or soratcdt jcattle and mule dro^pikgs. Also eats 
vegetable dmotst M^arms, lizards, etc. Bamboo seeds when in Bush 
are always a gr^ attraotjon. |loosts at nigln; high in trees and 
bamboo cluntm. CtM; vmmistsalcably Hbe that o£ the domestic 
Bantam codk, out shriller and widi a more abruqpt ending. Gochs 
indulge in mudi crowing in the early mornings and before retiring 
for the night, answering one another over Icmg distances. 

neAtimo: Season-^mainly March to May. WasS-xa scrape in die 
ground lined with dry grass and bamboo leaves, in forest under* 
growdu £gg«~<5 or 6, like those of the domestic fowl, variably 
pale buff to pale reddish brown. Size about 46X95 mm. 

Mcuu. CHAttAcrmiasTics, measubembmts, etc: The Fauna gives the Wing 
as : <S 203*244; 9 1T7*196 mm. In 2 $ 9 collected by Sdiofer in Silddm it 
measures 197, 209 mm. 

Iris cf reddish brown or orange-red, 9 brown; comb and wattles scaiiet- 
crimson; lappets (d) white or pinkish; bill base reddish in d, .ydlowish or 
pale fleshy in 9 upper mandible brown, lower pale born; legs and feet slaty 
brown. 


Family Charadbiidae : 

Subfamily Chahadriinae : Plovers 

THE SPURWINGED PLOVER 

VcmeUus spinosus dwooucelU (Lesson) 

Chanulrius DuvaucelU Lesson, 1826, Diet. Sci. Nat., (M. Levrault), 42 : 38 — 

Calcutta. 


V-B.!. 6: 184 

SIZE; Partridge+. 

FIELD canAEACiERs: Overall aspect pied black and white- Above, 
crown, a full crest, and nape black. Back light brown; upper tad* 
coverts white. Tail white at base, black on terminal half. Wings 
black and white. Below, chin, tluoat, and cheeks blade borderra 
with white. Up^ breast white shading to brownish grey lower 
down. Centre ox abdomen black; rest <A undeiparts whitd Sexes 
alike. 

In flight, whidi is with ddiberate steady Saps Ike the Redwattled 
Lapwing, Idadc wing*rip$ with Sf laige white patch on wings; 
blaidt markings on hea^ and black abdomen^ are conspicuous. 

stATOS AMD BMderA^ : Resident A flOvlarile low devatxon' plover, 
wmhnon to o. 1006 ft (lurngpo^ 

Afle^ 

msTKCBciTOM oOTsmE snaoM:: uiflunir and throu^ die GlinhMridi 
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CH ARA.1>RIIDA£ 


Nepal, and Sikkim terai to Assam, E. Pakistan and the fododiinese 
^nibre^on. Also Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradedi. 

general habits: Keeps in pairs or soiall fMurties on sandy islets, 
and shingle banks in rivers. Runs about with mincing stqps in 
spurts, picking up insects, molluscs, etc. CM: a single-noted, insis- 
tent, rapidly repeated did, did, did, etc. of the same timbre as the 
Bedwattled Lapwing’s did-he-do-ii cries. It is also reminiscent of 
tibe monosyllabic cries of the Stcme Curlew (Burhinus), but is shriller. 

nesting: ApparOTtly not recorded from Sikkim territory, but it 
doubtless breeds on the shingle banks and islets in the rivers at the 
lowest elevations. Season— —March to May. Nest— an unlined 
shallow depression in the sand. Eggs—Q or 4, variable, pale stone 
to olive-stone coloutj profusely blotched and speckled with brown to 
black. Size about ^X30 mm. 

itACiAL chahactekiStics, measubemEnts, etc : This plover possesses a 
long, sharp, • curved, htamy spur on the bend of the wing; a long, slender, reti- 
culated tarsus; and no faind toe. 

Specimens collected by the Sikkim Smvcy measure: 


Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

206 

34 

65 

92 min. 

199 

34 

64 

69 mm. 


A ‘d’ from Silddm in Schafer’s collection has Wing 191 inm. 

Iris brown; bill, legs, feet and claws black. Tibia bare for c. 20 mm. 
above tarsal joint, black. 


THE PAMIRS LESSER SAND PLOVER 

Charadrim mongolus atrifrons Wagler 
Charadriiui atrifrons Wagler, 1829, Isis von Oken 22, col. 650 — ^Bengal. 

F.B.I. 6: 174 

LOCAL name: 

size: Quail. 

FIELD GHAHACTEHS: A typical little plover with thick head, bare 
neenish grey legs and short mgetm-like black bill. In summer 
^reeding plumage) : Above, forehead and sides of head black; crown 
and hindneck rust coloured or pale chestnut. Rest of upper parts 
pale sandy brown. Below, upper breast and flanks pale chestnut, 
separated from the glistening white throat by a blackish half-collar. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT; Simmer (breeding) visitor to the Tibetan 
plateau facies of N. Sikkim (Thangu, Gyagong, Gayamtashana). 
Arxivi^ in April/May; leaves September/October. Frequents bog^ 
ground with spongy semi-floating grass-covered Tenobs* or mounds 
along sprawling ill-arained streams etc. 

biS'mBiHioN OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Simmer (breeding), N. Asia sou^ 
to Ka^mir, . Ladakh, S. Tibet, W. China. Winter, die seaboard eff 
India, Ceylon, Andamans. 



THE BEDSHANX 
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OENSBiUL HABrnst M6t with mostly in pairs scatt^ed over bogs in 
jealously guarded breeding territories. Runs about with ra^id 
mincing steps, stopping abruptly from time to time and dipj^ng 
forward obliqudy to pick up food~«4nsects, wonns and tiny mcdluscs. 
Pursuit of intruders and territorial rivalry noticeable everywhere. 
Chasing birds utter a hard grating tit-tit~trr-irrw0et of the quality ol 
the ‘stcme-on-ice’ calls of the Common Nightjar {Caprimvl^ 
asiMicus). 

nesting: Season — May to July. Nest — an unlined scrape or 
hollow in diy shingle and sand around the margin of a bog* Eggs-* 
3, pale stone colour to khaki or reddish buff, stippled widi bla<^sh 
or deep red-brown. Size about 40 x 27 mm. 

IU.OIAI. cHABACTensTius, MEAsuwB-vtENTs, ETC: For a discussion of the 
races of C. mongolm see Stresemann (Ornithologist^ Monatsberichte, 1940, 
pp. 51-56). Schafer’s Sikkim specimens are measured by him as follows: 

Wing Tarsus Bill 

4 tJcf ad. 122-124 16-17 33-34 mm. 

2 ad. 125-126 17 32 mm. 

Iris brown; bill black; logs and feet yellowish (dive to olive-slate. 


Subfamily Scolopactnae : Sandpipers, Snipe, Woodcock, etc. 

THE REDSHANK 


Tringa totanus eurhinus (Oberholser) 

Totanus totanus eurhinus Oljerholser, 1900, Proc. U. S. Nat Mus. 22: 
207 — Tso Moriri Lake, 15,000 ft., Ladakh. 


F.1I.I. 6: 222 

U>CAL NAME : 

size: Partridge+. 

FIELD CHABACTERS : A laige-sized sandpiper. Above, greyish 
brown with white lower back and rump. Tail white, barred with 
brown. Beiow, white, iindy streaked with brown (m breast Legs 
orange-red. Sexes alike. 

In flight, die white rump, a broad white , border to traiUiM edge 
of wing (sectmdaries), and long slender red legs inojecting behind, 
are leading pointers to its identity. 

In summer (breeding) plumage upper parts somewhat streaked 
and rootted with black and fulvous, and breast more heavily streaked 
with brown. 

STATUS ANO habitat: A breeding bird of the Tibetan Rides of N. 
Sikkim where Schafer procured many adults and fli^dess young 
in July- August at 16,00047,000 ft. altitude (Gyag^, Gayamtashani 
Lake). 1 nave examined a pair (cf 9 ) in the ^icago Musqnto <x 



32 c:h ARAnRizi>A£ 

Natural History collected at Hiaagu (cu £4000 £t> by V, S. La 
Parsonne on 22 Mav (1931), ; 

NjOt recorded either by Steves or Meiiiest:;diagen« and only' Ji 
solitary example naked by the Loke-SAlim Aji Survey oa Teesto 
River at Singtam (I&0O ft.)— 6 December 1952. Presumably migrates 
from its higji bre^ng: g^Wnds to its winter quarters in the Indian 
plains without stopj^ing in lower Sikkim. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE sxKxiM : Summer (breedin^> Cental and 
E. Asia. Winder, sbuth td India, Ceylon, Pakistan, Burma, Malaya, 
S. China. 

The species extends from Great Britain and W. Europe wet 
practically the entire Palaearctic Region, . wintering in Amca 
S. Asia. 

GENERAL HABITS : Typical sandpiper. Keeps to marshes in parties 
or flocks (pairs in summer) probing in the soft mud and shallow 
water for tiny molluscs, insects, worms, etc. Cc/Z: a shrill, pipiim, 
tiwee-tiwee-tiwee qr tew-tew-tew, chiefly uttered on the wing. In 
the breeding season the male has a sweet song of strung-out quick- 
repeated single notes delivered during his fjretty display flight. 

NESTING : Not specifically recorded rrom Sikkim. Season (Tibet) — 
May to July. Nest — a deepish grass-lined scrape in the ground, on 
grassy bog-land surrounding shallow lakes. Eggs — ^normally 4, 
yellowish stone, drab or khaki, blotched with puiple-brown or 
blackish brown, with faint secondaiy blotches of grey. They are 
inordinately large for the size of the bird, measuring about 
45x31 mm. 

RACIAL CHABACTEniSTics, , MEASUREMENTS, E'TC : Streseinann measurers 
Schafer's fine Sikkim scries as. ft^lows; 

Wing/Bill (exposed culmeii) 

Odd 154/45, 154/41, 159/44, 159/46, 160/46.5, 166/45 mrn. 

5 9 9 158/41, 158/48, 359/48, 160/48, 161/42 mm. 

They agree in size with birds from Ladakh (type locality of eurhinus) and 
in colour with tlioso irom N, Kansu and Kham, He therefore considers 
Meinertzhagen's tertignolae (type locality Kuku Nor) synonymous with eurhinus. 

Iris brown; bill black, reddish on basal one-third; legs and feet orange* 
red; claws black. 


THE GREEN SANDPIPER 


Ttinga ochropus Linnaeus 

Tringa Ocrophus (sic) lannaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., ed. 10. 1 : 149 — Europe, 
restricted to Sweden. 


F.B4. fl: 215 

LOCAL NAKIE: 

SIZE: Quail or Snipe. 

liTEU) CHARACTERS : A medium-sized sanc^iper, Aboue, ^ ^ 
brown with a marked greenish bmhze glo^s. Rump and tail White 
M&i fine black barring visible only at close range). Below, white, 
finely streaked with brownish on throat and flanks. Sexes alike* 
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The dark upper plumage contxa$tit)g sharply with the white 
rump, tail and undeiparts, absence of a wing-bar, and the shrill 
piping or twee-tu>ee4wee uttered as the bird flushes and flies 
away, are diagnostic. 

STATUS AND HABITAT; Evidently an uncommon passage migrant 
in spring and autumn between its Palaearctic breeding grounds and 
the Indian plains. Sporadic solos are seen at low elevations chiefly 
at puddles (Rangpo, Singtam), but rare. 

Sch^er collected two adults at Cyagong (c. 16,000 ft., N. Sikkim) 
at the end of July and in August, which were probably early autumn 
migrants on passage. Wing cf 141; 9 141 mm. 

A smaller sandpiper, occasionally seen singly on the rivers and 
streams at low elevations (Rangpo, Singtam) is the Common Sand- 
piper, Tringa hypoleucos Linnaeus. Above, olive-brown including 
rump and tail of which only the outer feathers are white. Bdow, 
white *with a faint diffuse dusky band across breast 

In flight, which consists of spurts of series of rapid stiffly 
vibrating flaps close over the water, a narrow wing-bar is prominent 
A characteristic sharp piping tee-tee-tee is uttered as the bird flies off. 

A Palaearctic breeding species as far south as Kashmir. Winter 
visitor to all India and S. Asia, Africa and Australia. 


THE EASTERN SOLITARY SNIPE 

Capella solittMia solitaria (Hodgson) 

Gallimgo solitaria Hodgson, 1831, Gleanings in Science 3: 238— Nepal. 



Eastern Solitary Snipe, about two-thirds 


F.B.L 6: 257 

LOCAL name: Bharka (Nepali). 
size: QuaU+; than the Common Snipe. 

field charactors; a typical, concealingly coloured marsh blrd~^ 
miEed brown, black, rufous, fulvous ana white~with a straight 
3 
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slender bill about ^ inches long. Difficult to tsU from other sojpe 
in the field except! by its larger size, pakar tone of coloration and 
solitary habit. SexOs alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Uncommou. Resident betvireen c. 9000 and 

15.000 ft altitude, , partially descending to a lower zone in winter. 
Specimens taken between October and January at Ihangu, Zemu, 
Lathimg. Affects fil-drained bogs, often semi-frozen, interspersed 
with spongy grassy hununodcs or mounds, bordered and partly over- 
grown widi ^ododiendron and other scrub. 

DiSTBiBiniON oxrrsiDE SIKKIM : Summer (breeding), N. and C. Asia 
east to Japan, south to Sikkim. Winter, Qbina, Burma, and sporadi- 
cally eastern India. 

general habtts: Solitary; terrestrial; swamj^dwelling. Two or 
three widely separated individuals occasionally flushed on the same 
bog. FliAt slower and heavier tlian the Common Snipe’s. Seldom 
flies far before alighting , even when fired at. The characteristic 
scape or pench, uttered as the bird flushes, is comparatively deeper 
and harsher. Food: worms, grubs, minute snails, etc., 

nesting: The eggs recorded by Stuart Baker as obtained by 
Mandelli’s collectors in the Darjeeling neighbourhood (at c. 

11.000 ft.) were originally ascribed by Mandelli himself to die Wood 
Snipe, G. nemoricolal The clutches takai by Masson on the 
gingaiila Ridge (10,000 ft.) are also of doubtful identity since the 
owners were not collected. 

BACiAL cKARACTtaMSTics, MEAsuKEMENTS, ETC: Wing cxcceds 150 mm.; 
outer edges ot scapulars broadly white. 

A specimen ($) obtained by tlie Sikkim Survey measures: Wing 171 (165 
dry); bill 81; tarsus 35; tail 71 mm. 

Schafer’s Sikkim examples have Wing 1 <S 162; 1 9 159 mm. 

los brown; Wll olive-brown, blackish on terminal one-third of upper and 
half of lower mandible; legs and feet olive; claws homy brcxwn. 


THE WOODCOCK 

Scotopax rusticola rusHooUi Linnaeus 
Scolopax Rusticola Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1 : 146— Enr(H>®» 
restricted to Sweden. 


F.BJ. 6: 252 

LOCAL NAME: Sim kukra (Nepali). 

size: Partridge. 

Fuan CHABACTEBS: A stout, obliteratingly-ccdoured brown snipe- 
like bird with the characteristic long, straight slender bill, soti and 
swollen at the tip, and comparativdiy short legs. 

Above, brownish gr^ blotched and barred with Idack, rufous and 
buff. , Naj;>e and rump cross-barred black and rufous. BehtO^ 
white; rest of underparts brownish white crosS-barred wifih 
brown. Sexes alike. • • 



ttiB vroovcoct 


Viewed in flight £toi» shghdy ebcnre, die wit^ lo(^ dis- 
t»qpc»ttonatdy diort, narrow, pointed and curving schnitar-Uke. Ube 
bill pt^ts obli^toely groundward; the tail, fanned'Out in banldi^ 
givte the bird a blunt-ended appearance. 

STATVS AND HAairAT: Not . unooTOmon in suitable damp, wooded 
spots — ^ravines, glens, minneys hi cardamom cultivadon, eto.--4)etween 
c. 4000 and 9000 St dievatkm (Gangtok, Tend, ^ndiinppng, 
Ghungthang, Lach^, Ladbung). 

msTBiBtmoN ODTsmE sncKCM: The Himalayas from Kashmir to 
Bhutan, sind perhaps farther east, normally between c. 7000 and 
10,000 ft Partial winter migrant to the Nil^ris and other S. Indian 
and Ceylon hiUs. Also occurs in Eurcpe, N. Asia east to Japan. 



Woodcock, about two-thirds 


GENERAL HABITS: Usually solitary or in separated pairs. Terres- 
trial and lai^ely crepuscular and nocturnal. Probes into soft wet 
earth with its Dill for worms and grubs, its presence in .a likely 
locality being betrayed by the honeycomb-like noles left where the 
bird nas been feeing. Flight rather sluggish, resembling the 
Painted Snipe’s, but the bird is an adept at turning and twisting its 
way Arougn tlie tree-trunks in its wooded habitat; therefore in spite 
of its large size, it is not easy to shoot when flushed. 

In the breeding season tne male (?) frequently indulges in its 
characteristic aerial display known as ‘roding’, at dusk and dawn. 
This consists of flapping slowly in a high arc across open glades or 
partially dry ^pokhries*, to the accompaniment of a bat-like squeak 
at inteivals. 

KBSnNC: No specific record from Sikkim. Elsewhere (W. 
Hhnalayas)^ season — April to July. Nest—e, depression in the 
ground lined widi dry leaves, well concealed amongst * braoron, 
ri^ododendron or other undergrowth, preferably neet a wooded 
stream. Eggs^, pale clay to de^ buff, blotched with pale reddish 
brown and grey. Size about 45x35 mm. Both sexes share in in* 
cubatioa and tending the young. 


BAciAL CHARACTBiasTics, MEAsunjEMENTs, ETC; A cuHotus peculiarity of 
Ae Wnqdeodt. fe itaMahnarmally U|h M backwardly: placed eyes--^literally 

A Sliecic^ hy to Sikkim Sturvuy measuies? Wtiig 

biS S9; tarsus 34h[ v. 
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CHABABRtIDAE 


Iris> brown; bill pde horny brown, darker at tip, paler at base of lower 
mandible; legs and feet olive-brown; claws horny brown. Weight 6 to 16 oz. 


A q)edmen of Temminck’s Stint, Ctdidris temminckii (Leisler), 
was obtained by Scjbafer in N. Sikkim at c. 17,000 ft. (‘Kiang-Lager') 
on 1 October (1938)< There is no previous or subsequent record of its 
occurrence in Sikkim, and presumably the bird was on passage from 
its nordiem Palaearctic breeding grounds to its winter quarters in 
peninsular India. 
size: Quail—. 

FIELD cHARACirats: A miniature facsimile of the Common Sand- 
piper. Above, mottled dark greyish brown or dusky. Below, white. 
The white outer tafl. feathers ana yellowish green or yellowish brown 
legs distin^ish it in the field from the confusingly similar Little Stint 
Wing of the specimen (cf) 97 mm. 


THE IBISBELL 

Ibidorhyncha struthersii Vigors 

Ibidofhyncha Struthersii Vigors, 1830-31 (March 1832), Proc. Comm, Zool. 

Soc. London: 174 — Himalayas. 

Plates 10, fig. 6, (facing p. 81) and 26 (facing p. 337) 

F.B.I. 6 : 196 
LOCAL name: 
size: Partridge -f. 

FIELD characters : A gteyish brown plover-like bird with a black 
facial mask and breast-band, and long, downcurved red bill. 
Above, anterior face (including throat) black. Rest of upx)er parts 
largely ashy grey-brown; rump feathers with basal brown markings. 
Tan ashy grey with narrow, wavy, blackish cross-bars, broad near 
tips of the outer feathers. A partially concealed white wing-patch. 
Below, sides of head, neck, and upper breast bluish grey, A oroad 
black goiget, separated from upper breast by a narrow white band. 
Rest lower plumage white. Sexes alike. 

In flight, which resembles the Stone Curlew's, the neck and long 
curved bill are outstretched, and the posterior end of the bird looks 
rather truncated. The white wing-patches are conspicuous. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not common. Summer (breeding), between 
c. 8500 and 14,000 ft. (Lachen, Lachung, Yumthang, Thangu, Yatimg). 
Schafer collected a pair as high as 16,500 in N. Sikkim ('Kiang-Lage/) 
on 1 October. Winter, down to the lowest stream levels (Rangpo, 
Singtam). Affects shingle beds and rock-pebble islets in flat, spi^awl- 
ing stretches of rivers, e.g, the Teesta. 

msTRiBimoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM ; Summer (breeding), Turkestan arid 
Gilgit to W. China and southward along the Himalayas from Kashmir 
to Sildto and probably farthw east, winter, tihie Himalayan loo&iUs 
to almost plains level 
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GENERAL habits; Keeps in pairs or small parties on flat shingle 
banks ot islets in comparatively placid stretches of glacier streams. 
The rounded outiine and grey-brown coloration the hack obliterate 
it astonishingly \vithin this ®vironment of smooth water-worh 
pebbles, so that tlie bird becomes completely invisible, even at a few 
reefs unless it moves. Feeds on insects, molluscs, etc. 

amongst the shingle or at the watef s edge, sometimes wadiM in up 
to the belly and with the head fully submerged. Jerkily bcm^s head 
up and down and slowly wags the tail end, very like a Creenshank. 
Ceil: a loud ringing single note or ‘whistle^ quicldy repeated: 
tee-ti-ti-ti-ti-tee of distinctly sandpiper quality. At the time of the 
male ( ? ) relieving his mate at the nest I have recorded a very pretty 
trilling song, reminiscent of something between the nuptial song erf 
the Spotted Sandpiper (Tringa glmema) and the Curlew (Ntmenim 
arqtusta). 

NESTING : An early nester, often commencing at the end of March 
even before the ground in its elevated habitat is clear of snow, A 
nest found by the Survey at Yakthang, c. 13,000 ft (near Thangu), on 
19 April was typical: a slight unlined depression on a shingly islet 
in amongst rounded grey water-worn stones. £gg«— 4, greenish grey, 
specklea all over with umber brown, sparsely at the small end. Size 
about 42 X 28 mm. Tlie breeding biology of the Ibisbill deserves 
careful study as I observed certain behavioural features suggesting 
possible polygamy or polyandry. 

RAC:iAL CHABAc:TKHisTrc:s, NfEAsi/REMENTs, ETC; Tlio Fauna gives the 
measuremnas (6 9) as: Wing 230-245; bill 68-80; tarsus 47-49; tail 113-120 
mm. Schafer’s Sikkim skins have Wing 3 dd 237, 242, 243; 1 9 244 mm. 

Iris red; bill dull reddish brown to crimson; legs and feet livid and greenish 
grey to blood red. 


Family Columbidae: Pigeons, Doves 


THE MNTAILED GREEN PIGEON 

Treron opicauda apicauda (Blyth) 

Treron apicaada 'Hodgson’ = Blyth, after May 1846 (1845), Jour. Asiat Soc. 
Bengal 14 (2): 854 — SE. Himalayas and hill ranges of Assam; common at 

Darjeeling. 

Plate 11, fig. 6 (facing p. 96) 


F.B.Z. 6: 199 

x/KMi. NAME : Sang^pong (Lepcha). 

size: Pigetm. 

FiEU) CHARACTEBs: Overall yellowish green with a long pointed 
tafl and two con^ouws yellow bars in die bladk wings. Uiiet 
with a broad gveyim olive-green collar wi hindneck. Below, greenish 
yellow. Breast washed with orange-pink; under tail-coverts i^namon, 
maigined with whitish. > 
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COLUM3IBAE 


Female: duller^ With no greyish olive hind collar or orange wash 
on breast 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Met With bv the Survey fairly cominoiity 
in winter (November-March) in the roothills and u{> to c, 6500 ft 
(Rangpo, Singtam, Temi, Kewzing, Chungthang, Gangtok), and 
procu^ by Schiif^ at Lachai (c. 9000 ft.) in September. Moves 
about a great deal altitudinally and otherwise, depending on food 
supply. Affects forest. 

msTRiBUTioN ouKn)£: SIKKIM : The lower Himalayas from Kumaon 
to E. Assam, normally to c. 6000 ft. The species extends ea^atd 
through the Indochinese subre^on. 

GENERAi- HABITS .* An aiborem fruit pigeon, only rarely descending 
to the ground at water or salt licks. Rocks clamber about among 
fruit4a<^ twigs with a parakeet-like hand-over-hand action, often 
hanging head down and lunging out to reach a drupe. Perfectly 
camouflaged amongst the foliage, and quite invisible when they 
*freeze^ on alarm. The unsuspected numbers that will dash out of a 
tree on the firing of a gun is quite amazing. Fli^t swift and direct, 
accompanied bv a metallic whirring sound. Coil: a number of 
mellow, musical whistles very like those of the Kokla Green Pigeon, 
transcribed as fca-Hfl-Of-ot-of-oiHi-iHio-k/a. 

In common with other green pigeons, and also hawks, it has the 
habit of sitting fluffed out on the topmost bare branches of a lofty 
forest tree on wintry mornings to catch the first rays of the sun. 
Feeding commences only after the sun is well up. 

NESTING : Season — cniefly April-May. Nest— the characteristic 
flimsy twig-platform of all pigeons, high up in a forest tree. Eggs — 
2, wnite, about 32 X 24 mm. 

RAQAL CHARACTEWSTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : The FaUHR giVCS the 

measurements (d9) as: Wing 160-175; tail 220-254 mm. An adult 9 collected 
by Schafer at Lachen has Wing 178 mm. 

Iris lake red; ocular area blue; bill basally cobalt-blue, distal half of upper 
mandible green; legs and feet crimson. 


THE WEDGETAILED GREEN PIGEON 

Treron sphemura sphemra (Vigors) 

Vinago sphenura Vigors, 1832 (1831), Proc, Comm. Zool, Soc. London: 

173— Himalayas. 

F.B.1. 5: 200 

LOCAL NAME: Kuhu (Lcpcha). 

size: Pigeon. 

rms> CHABACTERS: Overall yellowish green, similar to the Pte- 
taili^d Green Pigeon but without the central /pW in the graduate 
tail Midet Aboee, crown tinged with orai^e-mfous. A vai^lb 
amount of maroon on back and scapulars. Selmv, chin and threat 
ydlow; breast pale orange-pink. 

Femde lac& rufous on crown and maroon patch on baek* 
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BTATtTB ANB HABITAT; Resident in the iootbills and up to 
0 , 8000 ft (Temi, Singhlk, Rindmipoi^ Chtmgdiai^, Gangtok), 
CtBnmoner tnan the Fint^led species, but moves about locally and 
seasonally, depending on food siipply--^ripening of varwus fruits and 
benies. Affects forest. < . 

msiBXBtmoN ouTSipE snauM ; The lower Himalayas from ICadunir 
to extreme NE. Assam. Assam hills south of the Brahmaputra; 
Burma. Hie species extends to Yunnan, the Indochinese subregion, 
Malaya and Hainan. 

GENERAL HABITS: Not suppreciaWy different from those of the 
Pintailed Green Pigeon. Cml: as described above. Like Other 
green pigeons, a good sporting bird affording a variety <rf shots as 
it flashes through the forest trees. Also good eating. 

NESTING: Smson — April-June. Nest and Eggs— similar to the 
foregoing. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The Fauna givcs the 
measurements (6 9) as: Wing 173-185; tail 114-139 mm. Specimens collected 
by Schafer in Sikkim have Wing 1 6 173; 3 9 9 1^, 170, 178 mm. 

Iris pinkish or reddish orange with a blue ixmer ring; hill hasally blue, 
distally grey; legs and feet cherry red. 


HODGSON S, or THE NEPAL MAROONBACKED 
IMPERIAL PIGEON 

Ducula badia insignis Hodgson 

Ducuh Insignis Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19 (1): 162, pi. 9 — Nepal. 

F.B.I. 5: 203 

LOCAL NAMES: Dukul (Nepali); Fomok (Lepcha). 

size; Jungle Crow. 

FTELD CHABACTERS: A large greyish brown forest pigeon. Ahooe, 
crown and hinchieck lilac. Back and scapulars maroon-tinged copper- 
brown. Rump and upper tail-coverts ashy grey. Tail black and 
brownish grey. Belotv, sides of head gr^. Throat white; breast 
and lower parts vinous-grey. Under aspect of tail gr^ with a 
broad dark sulbterminal band. Sexes alike, 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident in the foothills and up to c. 
6500 ft. elevation (Maitam, Singhik, Toong, Oiungftiang, GangtcJc), 
Affects forest. 

DiSTRiBUitoN OUTSIDE sncKiM: Tcrai, foothills and lower Himalayas 
m to c. 7000 ft. from N^pol to NE. Assam. Assam hills; Manipun 
K, Pakistan. Hie race cuprea inhabit the southern heavy rainfall 
section of the Western Ghats. 

Hie species extends through Burma and the Indochinese and 
Malaysian sdbregions. 

oammAt. HABiTB : Aibcaeal and enth^v fn^vorous; only occasion* 
aOy seen on die ground at wat^ and salt licfe. Ke^ in parties or 
small flocks of up to 15 or 20. When shifting from one (eedte 
ground in the foi^ to another, fikss high above the tre^U^ with 
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COLVMBIDAE 


seemingly leisurdy but purposeful wing beats— lodcing rather crow- 
like in distant silhouette. Has the habit of perching silently on the 
bare tops of lofty trees in the late afternoons to catdi the last rays 
of the sun before » sets behind the hills, flying off to its roost soon 
after the shadows have fallen. The male indulges in a spectacular 
aerobatic nuptial cflsplay, launching out from a hi^ tree mid per- 
forming a series of wave-crests and abrupt nose-dives vtdth wings 
clos^, somewhat Iflce the Roller^s (Coracias). C<dl: a loud, throaty, 
rather mournful, booming uk-ook . . . ook or ^-goo . . . 

nesting: Season — March to August, possibly two broods. Nest 
—the characteristic flimsy platform of twigs, ^ to 25 ft. up in a 
sapling in forest. Eggs — 2, white, about 46x34 mm. 

BACiAi, CHA»ACTEM.siic.s, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The Fauna gives the Wing 
(ci9) as 228-259 mm. Schiifer collected a juvenile (Gangtok, 23 February) 
with Wing 232 mm. 

Iris bluish grey or greyish white; eyelids magenta; bill horny grey, dull 
cherry red or magenta on cere and base of upper mandible; legs and feet dull 
cherry red. 


THE SNOW PIGEON 

Columba leuconata leuconoia Vigors 

Columba leuconoia Vigors, 1831, Froc. Comm, Zool. Soc. London^ l>t. 

1 : 23^Himalayas (type probably from Nepal). 

Plate 11, fig, 8 (facing p, 96) 

F,Bj. 5: 224 

LOCAL names: Lho-peu-rentiep (Lepcha); Bya-don (Bhutia). 

size: Pigeon. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: A paiti-coloured white and brawn pigeon 
reminiscent of the domestic bird. In overhead flight, the white body 
and blackish head are pointers to its identity. Below observer's eye 
level, the blackish head, brown back, white rump-patch, grey wings 
with three dark bars, and blackish tail with a narrow white sub- 
terminal band, are diagnostic features. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Summer, common at altitudes 
between 10,000 and 16,000 ft Winter, down to c. 6000 ft. 
(Chungthang, Lachen, Lachung, Thangu, Manshitang, Gyagong). 
Affects cliffs. 

DiSTfOBunoN ouTsmE SIKKIM: The high Himalayas westward 
through Nepal to NW. Pakistan. The East Himalayan race gradaria 
rwlaces it in the Chumbi Valley and eastward through Bhutan and 
SE. Tibet. The species overall ranges from W. Afghanistan across 
to W. China, 

GENERAL HABITS: Similar to those of die Rock Pigeon, living artd 
roosting on cliffs but sometimes also perching in trees. Keeps in 
pairs or small parties in summer, feeding on open grassy slopes or 
on the edge of melting snow patches. Collects in laige flo^s in 
venter, often of 150 birds or more, to feed near villages in newly 
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sown fields of wdieat and bailey. When gleaning h) fhe fidds the 
birds run about briskly like sneep often foiming a dose-packed 
phalanx, each bird eager to be the first to investigate hew ground. 
Its cdoration is remandbly dbliterative cm j^vdly ground even at 
dose range, particulaiiy anun^st patdies of mdting snow. 
typical j^eon, strong and direct, with rapid wing beats. CoS; 
described as 'a repeated croak, not unlike a hiccough ; very differoit 
from the nonnal coo of a pigeon. Food: diiefly weed seeds and 
grain. 

nesting: Season — ^May to July. Nest — tiie characteristic flimsy 
stick-platform of [^eons, on let^es and in crevices of inaccessible 
cliffs, often in large colonies. J^gs — 2, white, about 40X30 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERis'ncs, MEASUREMENTS, ETC; The esstem iRce gTodarkt 
is somewhat larger and paler, with the head more slate-grey, less blackish. 
Sikkim birds are largely intermediate between the eastern and western 
populations. In freshly moulted plumage, underparts washed with pale greyish. 
Abdomen pale grey, darkening on under tail-coverts. 

Specimens collected by the Survey measure: 

Wing Bill Tarsus TaU 

Id 255 24.5 .SS 125 mm. 

2 $ 9 246-255 24.5-25 31-34 122-137 mm. 

Schafer’s Sikkim series gives Wing 4 d d 239-248 (av. 243.5)j 5 9 9 240- 
256 (av. 246.4) mm. 

Iris lemon yellow; bill homy brown, cere magenta-brovm; legs and feet 
reddish pink; claws homy brown. 


THE TURKESTAN HILL PIGEON 

Catumba rupesMs turkestanica Buturlin 

Cnbtmbtt rupestris turkesUiiUca Buturlin, 1908, Orn. Momtsf?. 16: 45 — ^Altai. 


F.B.I. 5: 222 

LOCAL NAMES: Augoa, Ankhu, Oron (Tibetan). 

size: Pigeon. 

FIELD CHABACTEBS: Similar to tiie well-known Blue Rode Pigeon 
but much paler above and almost whitish below, with a pure white 
rump-patoh and a broad white band across tail. Sexes auke 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident in die Tibetan facies of extreme 
N. Sikkim, above c, 15,000 ft. devation (Gyagong, etc.). Affects open 
rocky cotmtry. 

msTEUBunoN ouTSiDB SIKKIM: The Tibetan Plateau facies of the 
high Himalayas, and northward through Tibet to Turkestan and Altai. 

(XNEBAL habits: Gregaiious. Lives on crags and pledpices 
usually witiiin easy flighting distiince of villages, where it resorts to 
feed around the cultivation. Very tame and gonfiding. Call; a 
his^-pitdied quick-repeated gut-^t-gSt’gut etc. reminiscent of 
jeering laus^ter! 

kbstwg: Season — diiefly April to June/July; possflily double 
brooded. Nest—4ite typical fihnsy platfcam w twigs etc., iffaoeii in 
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COLUMBIPAE 


a hole in a bank m precipice (sometimes in the wall of a deserM 
dwelling); usually isevetal nests together in a colony. Eggs^2» 
about 37X28 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTFCS* MEASUREMENTS, ETC: A gOOd serieS CoUtiOted ky 

Schafer af Gyagong gives Wing 5 dd 230-240 <av. 233.4); 8 9 9 219-228 
(av. 223.8) mm. 

Iris deep orang^; bill slaty black, tinged plumbeous or flesih-colouf 
on cere and gape; ]«!ig$ and feet coral red; claws pale homy. 


TKffi; SPECKLED WOOD PIGEON 

Coiumba hodgsonii Vigors 

Columba Hodgsonii Vigors, 1832, Proc. Comm. Zoo/. Soc, London, pt. 2; 

16 — Nepal. 

Plate 11, fig. 7 (facing p. 96) 


F.B.I. 5: 234 

LOCAL name: 

size: Pigeon. 

FnsLD CHARACTERS: Mcde, Ahove, head and neck, OTey, the latter 
speckled with blackish. Upper back and wing-shoulders (coverts) 
claret-maroon, the latter speciied with white. Rest of upper pits dark 
brown and dark grey; tail blacki.sh brown. Below, upper breast 
speckled with bla^isn grey and claret, changing to unSonn claret 
on lower breast and passing into deep slaty grey on abdomen and 
under tail-coverts. 

Female has grey of head brownish, and red of back and breast 
duller and browner. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: A hill pigeon, resident and fairly common 
from c. 5000 ft elevation to at least 13,000 (Rinchinpong, Lai^en, 
Lachung, Yumthang, Thangu). Also obtained by Elwes at Tankra 
La (c. 13,000 ft.) in September 1870. Affects oak and other broad- 
leaf^ forest 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Hie Himalayas from Kashmir 
through Nepal and Bhutan to the N£. frontier; Assam hills and 
Burma to W. China, 

GENERAL HABITS ; Keeps in parties or small flocks. Largely 
arboreal and frugivorous, but also gleans grain and weed on 

the ground. Call described as *a very deep tmock-whr-cho . . , u?hrroa\ 

nestcng: Season — May-June. Nest — a rough platform of twigs, 
8 to 25 ft up in a small tree. Eggs — a singleton (P or two), white, 
about 40 X 30 mm. 

racial cbaracteristtcs, measurements, eto: A series callected by 
Schafer in Sikkim gives Wing 4 d d ad. 218-232 (av. 227.7); 4 9 9 
221-233 (av, 225.5) mm. Two 9 9 obtained recently by Dr HJpley in central 
N^ial are much larger: Wing 236, 237 mm. 

Iiis gieybh white; ocular jddn grey; bill purple at base, black dkftally; 
legs and feet brownish yellow to dull green. 
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Cdumbe pi^hricciUi 

Cokmba pulohHcolUs HodgMm’iBBIytfa, 1846 (184S}, Jour. Aaiat. Soe. Bengal 
14 (2): 866 — ^Wooded regfon of E. Himalayas, Le. N«pal. 

Rate 11, fig. 9 (facing p. 96) 


rjix 8: 230 

LOCAL name: Ka*o (Lepdia). 

size: Pigeon. 

nELD CHABACTEBS: Above, dark ashy or leaden grey, widi pale 
grey head and nape. A conspicuous buff collar, broad and spcAted 
wim black on hindneck, narrow in front Upper bade below ffiis 
collar, and all round lower neck bladdsh wim iridescent sheen of 
lilac and green. Tail blackish. Below, chin white, changing to buff 
on throat and passing into the glossy buff collar. Breast inetallic* 
glossed dark slaty blue, passing to pale cinnamon or brownish buff 
on abdomen and vent Sexes mike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Rare. Resident between 4000 and 10,000 ft. 
elevation. Seasonal altitudinal movements not suffidendy known. 
Affect thick forest , . 

DiSTOiBUTiON OUTSIDE SIKKIM: From west central New tfaiough 
Sikkim and Bhutan (?) to Assam, Burma, Thailand and Formosa. 

GENERAL HABITS : Shy and keeps to the cxmcealment of dense 
foliage in tall forest trees. Very silent and Aus possibly often over- 
looked. Caff; unrecorded. Food: fruits, grain and seeds. 

nesting: Season (Darjeeling Dist) — ^May to August (r). — 

a rough twig-jdatform 6 to 10 ft. up in a small tree. Eggs — ^2, white, 
about 38 X 28 mm. 

RACIAL cHAHACTEKisncs, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : The Fauiui gives die 
measurements (d9) as: Wing 194-218; tail 120-130 mm. Specimens recently 
collected by Dr Riidoy in Nepal have Wing 2 cf 211.5, 216; 1 9 215 mm. 

Iris while w greyish white; ocular skin grey; bill purplish at base, dull 
grey-green distally; legs and feet fle,shy purple to a coral red. 


THE BARTAILED CUCKOO-DOVE 


Metcropygia unchail Htsalia (BlyA) 

Cdhtmba iusalia “Hodgspn’— Blyth, 1843, Jow. Aslat. Soc. Bengal 12 (2): 

936 — Darjeding. 

Plate 11, fig. 10 (facing p. 96) 


p,B4. 5: 253 

LOCAL names: Tusal (Nepali); Ka-er (Leptha), 

SEEE ; House OboW— . 

■ifwji chabactbhs: Mtde: Above, fordtoad buff, shading to lilac- 
dxiwn and hijnd n ec k snd into haired rufous aind metallic 
bh^ OH reit of tr^iper paitSi Tuff long, broad, graduated; hogdly 
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bn^ish black barred with rufous. Below, chin and throat lilac- 
buff, Upper breast lilac with metallic, sheen, changing to dull lilac 
on lower breast and into buff on lower abdomen, vent, and under 
tail-coverts. 

Female: Upper parts duller. Head and breast barred with dark 
brown. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident and generally distributed from c. 
1500 to 9000 ft. elevation (Singtam, Temi, Zemu, Gangtok, Lachen). 
Affects broad-leafed secondary forest interspersed with open patches 
and cultivation. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIIXE SIKKIM: The Himalayas, up to c. 9000 ft., 
from Kashmir thimigh Nepal and Bhutan to east Assam. Manipur, 
Burma and dmough the Indochinese subr^ion to S. China and 
Hainan. 

GENERAL HABITS: Keeps in pairs, small parties or flocks. Gleans 
grain and seeds on the ground in cultivation and open glades. Also 
eats fruits and berries, sometimes hanging upside down on a twig 
and lunging^ out for one just out of reach. Tike a green pigeon. Very 
jealous of its feeding tree, attacking and driving off bulbuls and 
other birds arriving on the same quest Flight, and habit of gliding 
upwards into a branch when alighting, very cuckoo-like; also Iiind 
^p^ of bird when perched. Silent except in the breeding season. 
Call described as a very de^ crochum, the second syllable a booming 
note, audible a long way off. ” 

NESTING : Season — ^May to July. Nest — ^the typical flimsy dove 
stni^re of twigs, with a slight central depression. Placed 20-30 ft. 
up in a tree. Eggs— 2, long and narrow, pale buff to caji-au-loit. 
Size about 36 X 26 mm. 


RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEAsuREME>rrs, ETC : ScbaftT s Sikkim speci- 
mens measure: Wing 1 cT ad. 207; 2 9? ad. 191, 200 mm. Two males 
recently collected b> Dr Ripley in E. Nepal have W ing 196 209 imu 

.Jf ."“fTi pale Wue; eyelids purple, ocVilar skin grey; legs 

and feet dull cherry red or purplish brown; claws horny black. 


THE RUFOUS TURTLE DOVE 

Streptopelia orienttdis agricola (Tickell) 

Columba agHcola Tickcll, 1833, Joar. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 2: 581_JungIes 
of Borabhiim and Dholbhiun. 

F.B.I. 5: 238 (part) 

LOCAL NAME: 

size: Pigeon—. 

E iELp cmBACTERS: A slender rufous pigeon with 
terminal fringe to the rounded tail, conspicuous wl 
alightii^. Abai)e, mfous-brown with dark centres to the feathers 
producing a scaly eff^, A grey-spotted black patch ('chessboard^ 
on either side of neck. Below, vinous-rufous, pi^er and greyer on 
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abdomen passing to slaty grey on thighs and under tail-coverts. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AMD HABITAT: Fairly common but not abundant, up to c. 
13,000 ft* elevation in summer, laxgely migratory to the plains in 
winter. Summer: Chungthang, Gangtdc, Lachen, Thangu (Schafer); 
Wirder: Martam, Dentam, Rinchinpong, etc. Affects open oak and 
other forest, often around cultivation. 

DiSTBiBxmoN oiTTSiDE SIKKIM: Breeding in E. Nepal, Bihar, duars 
of W. Bengal, Assam, E. Pakistan to Burma. The less richly wloured 
race meena breeds in the W. Himalayas to Kashmir etc. A third race, 
erythfocephala, is resident in peninsular India. 

The spe<nes is widely distriouted in Asia from central Siberia ept 
to Japan, south to the Indochinese subregion, and subject to extensive 
winter migrations. 

GENERAL HABITS : A teirestiial-feeding graminivorous dove. Ke^ps 
in pairs or small parties, forming larger flocks when migrating 
Gleans scattered grain in fallow and harvested fields; also weed 
se^s. Flight swift and direct, typical of the pigeons* CM: a h^^, 
rather momnful goor . . . gur-gtugroo. In courtship, the male bows 
and bobs ludicrously in front of me female as he advances towards 
her in mincing hops, calling with goitred-out throat — an action very 
reminiscent of the Calotes lizard. He also displays by springing up 
into tlie air and volplaning in an arc, like other doves. 

NESTING: SeGisot^---chiefly April-May, but males collected on 4 
January had greatly enlarge testes. Nest — ^a rou^ flimsy platform 
of twigs with a slight central depression. Placed fairly low down in 
a bush or bamboo clump. Eggs— 2, white, about 29 X 23 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC; The West Himalayan race 
mesfia, besidijs being less richly coloured, has the under tail-coverts and 
terminal fringe to tail white as against slaty grey in agricola- As Stresemann 
points out, Sikkim birds are really intermediate between agricola and orientalis 
and present a good deal of individual variation. Specimens collected by the 
Sikkim Survey measure: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

2 dd 189-198 22-24 ■ 27. 135-140 mm. 

1 9 191 22 26.5 122 mm. 

A series from N. Sikkim in Schafers collection (June to September) gives 
Wing 10 d 9 185-197 (av. 188.9) mm. 

Iris orange; circumocular skin, cere and base of bill magenta; distal half 
of bill horny brown; legs and feet magenta; hind tarsus paler and pinkish; 
claws horny brown. 



48 


COL VMBIDAB 

THE INDIAN SPOTTED DOVE 


Streptopeiia chinenais auratemis (Gmdin) 

Columba suratenait Gmelin, 1789, Syst. Nat. 1 (2): 778— Surat, Gulf of 

Cambay, India. 


F.B.L 5: 242 

LOCAL name: 

size: Between Myna and Pigeon. 

FiEU> CHARACTERS ; Above, mnkish brown, grey, and bladkish 
brown, spotted wiA white. A wnite-snottod velvety black half-cdlai 
(‘chessboard’) on Mndneck, Tail blackish brown and slate, broadly 
white-fringed except on the central pair of feathers. \^ite fringe 
very conspicuous when tail is spread in alighting. Below, chin white; 
rest of underpaid largely vinaceous-innk, whitish on abdomen. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common in summer at the lower 
elevations, i.e. up to c. 5000 ft. (Rangpo, Singtam, Martam, Temi, 
Chungdiang, Singhik, Pakyong, etc.). Migrates to the plains about 
October/November, returning about mid-March. Almost completely 
absent in winter. Affects the neighbourhood of cultivaticm. 

msTRiBUTioN ouTsmE SIKKIM: Practically all India excepting the 
desert areas. Represented in Ceylon, E. Pakistan and NE. frontier 
by different races. The species extends through Burma and the 
Indochinese subregion to S. China and Hainan. 

GENERAL HABITS: A graminivorous ground-feeding dove. Gleans 
in stubble fields, on mule tracks etc. often in village environs, in 
pairs or small parties. Call; an cfft-repeated, pleasant IcrooktHk- 
mikroo-hvo-kroo-kroo. 

nesting: Season — chiefly April to July. Nest — a flimsy twig- 
platform placed fairly low in a hush or small tree. Eggs — 2, white 
about 28 x22 mm. 

BACiAi. CHARACTERisTTCs, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : Specimcas collected by 
Schafer in Sikkim measure: 4 d9 ad. Wing 144, 146, 153, 155 mm. 

Iris outer ring pinkish red, inner hazel brown; orbital skin magenta; bill 
dark homy; legs and feet dull cherry or magenta; claws homy brown. 


HIE EMERALD DOVE 

Chalcophaps indica indica (Linnaeus) 

Columba indica Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1: 184 — ^East Indies 

(sAmboina). 


F.B.I. 5; 215 

LOCAL NAME : Ka-er (Leptha). 

BrtB: Myna+’. '.’'‘-S'; 

Fira^r ciSABACriBhs: A brownish phik doi^ with metalHe em«ci^ > 
broozeH|iieeii upper parts, and prominent white forehead 
ropercOia. A band of white-fringed feii^iers across bwer 
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Rump gtey. Tail brown and grey with a broad black oross^baiidp 
broken in the middle. Under sidfe of wings chestnut^ conspicuous 
in fii^t SeKes alike. 

STATUS ANp habitat: Resident and generally distributed up to 
c. 6000 ft ^evaticm (Martam, Dikchu, Singhik, Temi, Rindnxmo^* 
Gangtok). Affects secondary and mixed bamboo forest, chiefiy in the 
foothills. . j .j 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : The evc^een and moist deciduous 
forest biotope practically throughout India, up to c. 6000 ft.j 
Pakistan ana through the Indochinese and Malaysian subregiom. The 
species extends to the Philippines, Australia and New Caledonia. 

GENERAL HABITS : A terrestrial dove, usually seen singly ^ in paiM 
gleaning on forest tracks or flying across at top sMed thrwgh 
smubbery and shady glades. Food: mainly seeds and berries. Call: 
a soft, deep and low noon with a nasal ending, repeated at int^als. 

nesting: Secison— chiefly March to May. Ne ^ — ^the usual flimsy 
twig-platform, placed 5 to 10 ft. up in a sapling or bamboo clump. 
Eggs— 2, creamy yellow or ca^6-aurldtty about 27X21 mm. 

KA01A.L CHABACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The FaiUia giveS the 

Wing (cT 9) as 148-161 mm., mentioning that females average smaller — 142 mm. 
against 146 mm. in males. An adult cT collected at Dikchu by Schafer has 
Wing 149 mm. 

Iris brown; bill coral red (magenta on cere); legs and feet pinkish red; 
claws horny brown. 


Family Psittacidae : Parrots 


THE INDIAN REDBREASTED PARAKEET 


Psittaotda atexmdri fasciata (P. L. S. Miiller) 

P«iftecu* iascUitus P. L. S. Muller, 1776, Natiirsyst., Suppl.; 74 — ^PontBchetry 
errore, rostrictod to Arakau by Ticehurst, 1933, JBNHS 36 : 934. 

Mate XI, Bg. 1 (facing p. 96) 


Fx,t. 4 ; 210 

txiCAL name: Imrit Bhela (NqpaJU). « . ^ 

size: Myna; widi long-graduated, pdnted tafl c. 9 uc^ 
nELD GHAEACiEEs : A long-tafled grass-green panAeet widi 
or pl u m -gryy head (bluer in 9 ) ana prominent vinaceons-rea tmo^ 
and breast A y^3ow patch wi \i4ng-^oulder where dark ted in 


5TATU8 'AND HAMTAT: ? Local migrant Obtained by G.’ E. Shaw 
up to 3 ^ ft in the Teesta Valley (sea^?), and recorded dbewhere 
in the Himala yas up to c. 5000 R. , AIFe<^ fbothw ftnest often 
<»i the fringe of «iltivati<m. ^ .w. , , , . 4. 

nsnuermoN oirrsmB snooM: The hm^r Hanalayas arid fbothim 
hem Kunmon &too^ Nepal to v Asa^ £. Pakistan, Buraik, ^ nui 
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PStTTACIDAE 


extends thntogh die Indodiinese and Malaysian subi^ons 
to $. China and Habian. ° 

GENiatAL HABITS : • Not appreciably different from the next Coll: 
a loud, raucous scn^ming. 

nesting: Not recorded from Sikkim. Season (in the western sub- 
Himalayas)— March to May. Nest— a hole in a tree-trunk, either 
natural or excavated by the birds themselves, c. 15 to 20 ft. up. 
Often several pairs breed together in a colony. £flgs^ or 4, white, 
roundish, about 31 >C;26 mm. 

BACiAL CIURACTEBX9TICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : The Fauna gives the 
measurements as : 

Wing Tail 

c?c? .162-174 168-189 mm. 

9 9 157-162 145-171 mm. 

Iris yellow; upper mandible coral red, lower brownish black; legs and feet 
dusky greenish yellow or pale yellowish slate. 


THE HIMALAYAN SLATYHEADED PARAKEET 

Psittacula himalayana hirnalayana (Lesson) 

PsUtacm (Conurus) Hivmlayanus Lesson, 1832, in Belanger’s Voy. Ind. 
Orient., Zool. : 239 — ^\^alleys of tlie Himalayas. 

Plate 11, fig. 2 (facing p. 96) 


F.BX 4: 206 

LOCAL NAME; Suga (Nepali). 

size: Myna; with a long, graduated, pointed tail c. 10 inches. 

FiEuo CHARACTERS : Male: Overall grass-green with the entire head 
dark slaty; a bright verdigris-green collar on liiiidneck. All tail 
feathers broadly tipped with bright pale yellow including longest 
middle pair which is largely blue. A dark red patch on wing-shoulder. 
Chin, throat, and a broad line below cheeks black. 

Female: Similar but with paler grey head and no red shoulder- 
patch. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Recorded as a local migrant up to c. 
8000 ft. elevation. Noted as uncommon and patchy in winter 
(November to March) between c, 2000 and -600 ft. (Martam, 
Dikchu, Siiighik). Affects well-wooded hillsides and valleys, and the 
neighbourhood of terraced cultivation. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM; The Himalayas from Kashmir to 
W. Assam — foothills and up to c. 8000 ft. Replaced by the race 
(or species?) finscHi in E. Assam. The species extends tiurough the 
Indochinese subregion. 

GBNEBAL HABITS: Keeps in family parties and flocks. Food: 
chiefly wild fruits including seeds of the Chir Pine (Pinas lomifolki); 
locally destructive to orchard fruit and ripening maize FUgm: swift 
and direct; accompanied by a liigh-pitdned dwble call-note tooi? 
taoi ? like that of the more familiar Blossomheaded Parakeet of the 
plains but harsher and distinctive. 
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to M&y. Nflwi^Bko a woo<^?(ecfcp^a» 
m shaft excavated to a troe-ttuok, 16 to fiO ft. i# or hkhar^ 

ifrilii a toiAid etrttaoce^bole. Egg^r-3 to 6, whito, rouootsh^ about 
S0XSS mia, 

lutaAt CEiUiiWJTOtetics, MEAsuaiEHfiNYS, Etc: The eastern race 
is in the winSt yeilow on the back, and 'wfth the yellow tail^i|w 

tinged with |?ink. The Fauna gives the measurements of typical hhnolot^no 
aS: 

Wing Tafl 

d(S 1051-174 205-246 mm. 

^0 154-iei 150-161 mm. 

hris creamy white to lemon yellow, uppei- mandible orange» reddish at base, 
ydlow at dp; lower mandible yellow; legs and feet yellowish green; claws 
plumbeous horp, 


family Cuculidae: Cuckoos 

THE LARGE HAWK-CUCKOO 


Cuadus sparvertdides sparoericSdea Vigors 
Cuculus sparveridideit Vigors, 1832 {1831), Proc. Comm. Z«k^. Soc. London 1; 

173 — ^Himdayas. 


E.B.I. 4; 146 

iXKAi, names; Bara Bharao (Nepali); Nimbin-Fiyal (Lepcha). 

SE^: Crow—; slimmer. 

FiEU) CHARAcmis: Overall aspect veiy hawk-like, including style 
of flight and hahit of sweeping upward into a hrandi when alibi- 
ing. Above, ashy grey and ashy hrown. Tail handed ^y and 
tipped white. Bdow, hreast mottled rufous and ashy. Rest of 
lower ^umage white (partially suffused widi rufous) haired with 
blackish. Immature : brown above, rufous-buff below broadly 
streaked (not barred) with blackish, thus also like an nninature hawk. 
Sexes alike. 

. STATUS Aim habitat; Uncertain. Obtained at Temi and 
Biiu^iilpoiig hi Jonuaiy when silent. Ndsiest from mid-MarOi 
beUveen e. 3000 and 6500 ft elevation (Sin^iflc, Tocmg, Chtmgthaag, 
Cangtc^)’ Affects openly wooded country. 

nistsiBimoH OUTSIDE sxxxim: Sumnier (breedii^), the Hhnidayas 
up to 0, OOOO ft frcxxi KaOimir to £. Assam. Winter, south to Madnya 
Rntdeb, Mysore, Kerala, tlie spedes extends to W. China 

a^. ^ IndoiMieto and Malaysian subiegicms to the 

Cdebes. 

^ this iuiy, in fact be a-full apeciaa a* snggeiitad by Kmain, 1!^, Z., 19BB, 

li^ m mi a«.5o. 
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, CENERAL HABITS: Deceptively like a havdc, e^g. Shikra, paiticu* 
laiiy in flight when rese^lance heightened by baited underside 
and lower aspect d wings. Food: caterpillars and other inseotK 
C(dl: a loud, shrill, screaming whistle brainrfwer, brain^feoef, 
reiterated with moniptonous persistency in runs 5 or 6, losing 
successively to a frantic pitch and breakup off abruptly. Reputed 
again and again thrdughout the day and ofi^ also during the 

are exactly uke those of the bettet'known Brainfever Bird 
of the plains, but much shr^r. 

NESTiNc : Brood-^asitic chiefly upon various species of laughing 
thrushes. Eggs very variable in size and coloration, but on the whcde 
matching those of its hosts. 

BAcui. CHAKACTEBistics, MEASUBEMCNTS, iSTC: Specim^ coUected by the 
Survey measure: 



Wing 

BiU 

Tarsus 

Tail 

1 d 

230 

27.5 

25 

201 mm. 

1 9 

219 

29 

27. 

175 mm. 

1 0? 

236 

28.5 

26 

220 mm. 


A SchUer skin ad. has Wing 224 mm. 

Iris creamy khaki; fleshy rim round eye and angle of gape lemon yellow; 
upper mandible blackish brown, Iowa: greenish horn; legs, feet and claws 
chrome yellow. 


ScMfer obtained a specimen of Hodgson’s Hawk-Cucxoo, 
Cuculus fugax tU^olor Blyth, at Gangtok (c. 6300 ft.) on 14 June, 
Wing 178 mm. Lepcha name: Eting-pit 
HELD mENTiHCATioN : Superficially similar to Cuculus s. 

sparveridides but smaller. Also differentiated from it by being un- 
barred cm white lower abdomen and vent. Tail banded black and 
grey, the penultimate black band broadest, followed by a narrow 
banci of grey-brown and another nanow black band. The call is 
similar to and equally as persistent as the Hawk-Cuckoo’s but thinner 
and evai more sluill. W. H. Matthews renders it as a very piercing, 
insistent gee-whiz-gee-whiz-gee-whiz, rising in pitch and tempo and 
ending in a slurring trill. 

The race nisicdor occurs from Nepal eastward to Assam and £. 
Pakistan between c. 2000 and 6000 ft. elevation. Its status in Sikkim 
is uncertain, but Mandelli is credited with taking an oviduct egg here 
on ^UBe. 

The specifs fugax extends to S. Siberia, China and Japan, soudi 
to die Indodiinese and Malaysian subregions and the 1% 


, tHE KNDJATJ CVCKOfl SI 

IHE INDIAN CUOEOO 

CuGtdus micropterw moropterm Gould 
‘ CsK^ibu ntMoptem Gould, 1837, Proc. !£od, Soc. London: 137— H&nakyas. 

F.B.I, 4: 144 

LOCAL NA>®s: Takpo (Lepcha); Kang-ka-tong (Bhutia). 

snsE: Pigeon. Slimmer. 

FIELD CHABACTERs: Very similar to the Khasia Hills Cuckoo, C, 
(7. slaty grey above, black-barred white below— tut readily 

distinguished by the brood black subtemdnal band on its tail (fi^ire 
p. 52). Call; a four-noted ‘orange-pekot^ or ‘crtmword pm^, 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Uncertain. Vocal frran about end of Mardi 
onwards; then commonly heard between c. 2000 and 5500 ft. devation 
(Martam, Dikctu, Toong, Chungthang). Affects fairly open wooded 
country. 

DISTRIBUTION ouTsmE SIKKIM: Throughout the lower Himalayas 
east to Assam, N. India, W. Punjab. Soum to Bombay State, Madhya 
Pradesh, W. Bengal, £. Pakistan. Also the Indochinese and Malaysian 
subregions. 

GENERAL HABITS: As of the genus. Its four-noted call is amongst 
the best-known bird voices and l^ds itself to a wide TaiWe of lo^ 
onomatopoeic renderings, e.g. bo-koto-ko in Bengal, kyp^^foko in 
N. India, orongeixkoe or make more pekoe amcmg tea gaideners, 
brnmotoriha in Anglo-Indian Hmdustani, crossword made or whndTs 
yow trouble, and so on. When in full voice the bird is obstreperous 
at all hour; of the day and night, especially moonlit, calling almost 
continuously in long monotonous runs without change of cadence. 
Chie bird was timed at 23 calls a minute; another 43 calls in two 
minutes, without interruption. Food; largely caterpillars. 

NESTING: Brood-parasitic cm laughing thrushes, chats, shortwings, 
the Paradise Flycatcher and numerous c^er species. Cammie found 
a full-fledged young cuckoo being fed by a pair of Streaked Spider- 
hunters, Arachnotl^a magna, in SOdcim in September (Stray 
Feathers 5:386). £ggs>— bluish, similar to those cif C. c. bdoert, 
usually matching more or less the eggs of the fosterers. Size about 
24X18 mm. 

RACIAL cKABACTfatistics, MBASUREMEM'S, ETC: Haitert (V6g. pal. Fauna 
1 } 952) {|ives Wing 9 as 192-215 mm. 

Iris faruwn; eyelids yellow; bill: upper mandible black, lower inaudible 
basally yellow, distally grey; legs yellow. 



GtJCtJLtOA^ 


KHASIA HILLS €00X00 

pttctdus cmoms bakeri Hartert 

Cucutm canarus hPceri Hartert, 1912, Vdg. pal. Fauna 2^ 

Assam. 

F.B.I. 4: 139 

jjocAX* NAMES: Kukku (Lepdia); Akku (Bhutia). 

size: Pigeon. J^lixnmer. 

FiEEJo OHABACT]^ : Overall aspect together with long pointed 
wings, speed and manner of flight very hawk-like. Mcue: Abme, 
dark slaty. Belaui, dbin, forenei^ and breast pale ashy; rest of 
undexparts white, broadly cross-barred with blac^ 



Taik of 

Kbasia HiUs Cuckoo Indian Cuckoo 

About one-third 


Female similar but more brownish above and on breast. Occasion- 
ally in a dimorphic liepatic’ phase — ^barred chestnut and black. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Largely migratory, but very little dependable 
data available for Sikkim. Presence in a locality usually revealed 
by its well-known calls; bird apt to be overlooked when silent, as 
in winter. Calling only commences in spring. The Survey first 
heard it at Pakyong and Arita (£. Sikkim) on 10/11 April; by Ihe 
last week erf April (Chungthan^ the birds had become plentiful 
and noisy^ chas|^ one an^er excitedly, courting and est&lisbing 
territories. Schafer collected a specimen at Gangtok on 12 June, 
Affects op^y wooded country, orchards near villages and outlying 
homesteads etc. 

In ad|oining Bhutan, Ludlow found it ccanmon at various dbva* 
tkm in summer and took specimens at 10,000 and 11^000 ft. between 
June and September. 
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OtSXRlBOTtON OOTSIDX i . 

MiopM. Aswitt lillls souil IMxiiiapatra 
pfalns} B. i^xldstan. 

The sjpee^ is laig^ migratocy wftih a yety extensive overall 
.range in Europe^ . Africa, A;^, Australasia. 

habits: Ma^y arboreal and insectivorous. Feeds 
canunonly on nl^nIy cateicdiars taken oflf tranches of tiees^ sometbnes 
on tne ground. Co^; comt-koo, cook-koa, repeated many ttoies, varied 
oooHionaUy by cook-0ook-koo and husfy cio^ and 
paiti<»ilarly \idien dbasing a rival When calling the tail is partly 
spread and codced, die wings drooped at die sides, and die bird 
oscillates lightly from side to side* The female has a rippliiig call 
likeiMd to water bubbling, but may also utter die cook-koo caB of 
die male (r). 

MSSTTNc: Brood-parasitic on pipits, diats, warblers, babblers, etc. 
The season syndironizes widi that of its hosts, chiefiy April to Jime. 
Bgga— broad, blunt ovals in shape, normally coloured lue those of 
die fosterer, about 24x18 mm. All eggs laid by individual franales 
are reco^zable as such; she may lay 12 to 15 spread over several 
nests in tier territory. The female is promiscuous in her sex rda- 
tirms. 

BACui. chahactemstics, measubemxnts, etc: Distinguished iirom tiie 
typical European-W. Himala 3 »n race canonis by its diurker, almost blatdcish 
slate upper plumage and much broader and blacker barring on the underparts. 

A specimen (d) collected by SchSfer at CangOnk has Wing 224 mm. 

Iris pale to deep yellow; eyaim y^ow; bill dark homy brown, paler and 
yellowish at base and on commissure, orange-yellow at gape; legs end feet 
waK yellow. 



THE HIMALAYAN CUCKOO 

Cuculw saturatus sahtnOtts Blyth 
Cttoulua Mturatm ‘Hodgson’ =* Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12 (2); 

942— Nepal. 

X.BX 4: 140 (r^optatua) 

loaa .. name; Tone-ting-vyang (Lepcha). 

size: Pigeon—; s&imer. 

ElEt4> CHABACTBais: Very similar to C. c. baketi—Agfy grey above, 
barred below— but with edge of whig-shoidder pure white 
of baited brown and white, Fonales somedmes liepatk:’. Ceil: a 
distinctive hoopoe-like oop-oop-oop»oop. 

STATOs A»m Habctat: Partiwy migratory, but no definite data for 
Sikldm since, Uke the last, easily overlooked or ooohised with odier 
cndtoos when sileitt. Commonly in vtdce from ApA between c. 4000 
and 9000 It devadon |^ewzing, Femiondhe, Cangtdc, ShH^c, 
Tooiw, Ladugl). H. G. Aiexandar heard one at Bang]^ (c. 1200 It) 
on 80 Novembee. Sdhiifer procured specimens at (Seagfxk in lime. 
Affects openly wooded country* 
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CUCULIDAE 


. insifUBimoN oirisiDE sikkim : Summer (bleeding), E. and S. Asia 
jnduding the Himalayas to E. Assam between 5(^ and 10,000 it 
Winter, south to thh Philippines, Malaya, Australasia. 

ceneral hakts: Same as the previous species. . Calls d[)stre> 
perously from expoced tree-tops for considerable periods at & time: 
a loud up , oopHOop-oop-oop. The initial up is in undertone, and 
audible cmly at dose range. In tbe distance the call may be con- 
btsed with a hot^>oe’s except that it is almost invariably tour-noted 
against the hoopoe’$ three. When calling, the grey throat swells out 
lite a goitre. It mso emits a series ol harsh groans, caoaks and 
chuckles. 

nesung: Season — principally April to Jime, corresponding with 
that of its usual fosterers' — ^dycatcher- and leaf-warblers of the gorera 
Seicercus and Phylloscopus, tiny birds less than a third its own size! 
Mggs — variable, usually matching its hosts' in coloration, and absurdly 
small for the size of the cuckoo, about 22X 14 mm. 

BAciAi. CHAitACTEHiSTics, MEAsuBEMENTs, ETC : 2 iS d collccted by Schafer 

have Wing 185, 188 nun. 

Iris yellow; bill daik homy green, yellowish at gape; legs and feet wax 
■yellow to bri^t yellow. 


THE SMALL CUCKOO 

Cuculus poliocephalus poliooephalus Latham 
Cnculm poliocephalus Latham, 1790, Index Om. 1 : 215 — Indio. 


F.B.I. 4: 142 

LOCAL names: Dang-hlem (Lepcha); Pichu-giapu (Bhutia). 

SIZE: Myna+; slimmer. 

FIELD CHABACTERS: Smaller than, but otherwise similar to C. c. 
hokeri— slaty grey above, black-barred white below — ^with the under- 
parts suffused with buff. Call diagnostic: a rattling That^s your 
choky pepper'. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Uncertain. Heard from about mid-April on, 
between c. 4000 ft. (Temi) and 6500 ft. (Gangtok). Schafer procured 
it at Dikdiu (c. 2000 ft.) and Gangtok in June, and I have examined 
a May specimen from Cnungthang in the Chicago Museum of Natural 
History. Affects openly wooded country. 

msmiBUTiON outside sikkim: Summer (breeding), Gilgit and 
through Kashmir and the Himalayas to Assam, n<xrth and south of 
Brahmaputra River. Winter, E. Pakistan and peninsular India, 
C^lon, Andamans. The species breeds from Afghanistan to Japan, 
-b^Aween 4500 and 10,000 ft. 

CENEBAL HAEITS: Typical cuckoo — arboreal, insectivorous. The 
unmistakable call is a curious rattling or diattering, rather. like a 
bulbul’s in timbre, but harsher. The first half goes up in scale, the 
second comes dovm. -It is well rendered by the words thai^s your 
choky pepper with the accent oh choky. 

NESTING: Brood-parasitic on waiblers and wtmis of the gehem 
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fh^moopw, Seiceroua and Microura, its laying .seiuoa jbeisK 
syndbrraipus with thdis-Mdiiefly Apdl-May. Eges^KMulJiy empticali 
usually , more or less matcdtiog in cobration mose ol its hc»^ a 
coupon type bdng tmra. cotta. Size Sbout 21x14 mm. 

Mcui. ouBACTEBisncs, MEASTHtEMENTS, ETCS Apart firom amcJlsr . size, 
distinguished from both C. c. bahert and C. «. atturatus by the edge of die iving- 
shoulder bdng ashy. 

Schafm^s Silddm skins g^ve Wing 1 <S 155; 1 9 157 mm. 

Iris brown; eyelids yeljow; bill homy black, base of bodi mandiUes, com- 
missure and gape yellow; legs and feet wax yellow. 


THE INDIAN PLAINTIVE CUCKOO 

Cacomantis mendinus pass&rinus (Vahl) 

Cuoulus passeHnm Vahl, 1797, Skriv. Naturhist.-Sdsk., Kjobenhavn 
4 (1): 57 — Tranquebar. 


F.BJ. 4: 154 

LOCAL name: 

size: M}naa; slimmer. 

FIELD chabactebs: Abooe, slaty grey. Shotdder oi wing and an 
oblique band on the browner primaries, white; this conspicuous on 
the underwing in flight. Tail blackish, partb baited and with white 
tips. Below, chin and throat ashy grey; abd(»nen paler, fading to 
white on vent and under tail-coverts, ^xes alike. Immature birds, 
and hepatic phase of adult female; Above, bright dhestnut barred 
with black. Below, white with narrow wavy blackish bars fr^ 
breast down. Sometimes throat and breast also diestnut with 
obsolescent black barring. 

In the chestnut phase impossible to tell apart in the Add fn»n 
the Baybanded Cuckoo, Cacomantis s. sonneratU pLAtham), also 
recorded in Silddm. In the hand the latter may be distinguisned by 
die tail feathers which narrow towards their tips. 

CdU: p’teer, p'teer, p’teer and weeti-teeti (or Peter-Peter), the 
latter somewhat reminiscent of the crossword-puzzle calls oE die 
Indian Cudcoo, but in a much h^her key. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Uncertain. No specimens taken in Sikkim 
by the Survey or Schafer, nor by other recent investigators. Heard 
from end of March between 2000 and 6500 ft elev&on (Martem, 
Singhik, Pemiondie). Meets op^ly wooded country. 

DiSTTOBunoN ouTsniE micsiM: Practically all India, locally up to 
C. 7000 ft in the Himalayas. The species extends eastward thr^h 
the Indodiipese and Malaysian subregions to Hainan, the Philipptoes 
and eddies. 

CB MEBAL HABITS: Active. IVl^cal cudcoo. Besides the above 
calls, it has a pleasant, rather plaintive whistiing song pee-pipee-^- 
piptte-pee uttmud from an exposed tree-top. Pardcmaiiy vocal in 
evetcast dri^y weather. 



S6 CUCVLIDAE 

HESTCNc; No Specific evidence fi»m Sildcfin. £lsewhen^ isllar 
birds and wren-waiiders are its nonnal bests. Eggs very variable, 
but usually resanblbog fbose o£ the fosterMS. Size about 20X 14 mm, 

lUCUX, CBAKACTEKISllpS, MBASUBEMBNTS, STC: Th« FaUIW 0Vm fW d 9 i 

Wing 114-122; bill 10-lt; taisos 18-19; tail 99-119 mm. 

Iris brown; bill horay brown, paler at dtin and base of lower mandiUe) 
moudt oiange-briok cedow; legs and feet brownish yellow; claws botny brown, 


'te EMERALD CUCKOO 

Chalcites maculatus (Gmelin) 

Tfogon maculotm Gmdin. 1788, Syst. Nat. 1 (1) : 404-GeyIon. 

Rlato 11, fig. 3 (facing p. 96) 


F.BJ. 4: 162 

LOCAL name: Ang-pha (Lepcha). 

size: Bulbul—. 

FiBLS) CHARACTERS: A Small cuckoo of resplendent pliunage. 
Male: Ahooe, head, nedc and upp^ parts brilliant glossy green widi 
goldos brcmze ejections. Some white in the wings. Tail feathers 
timped white; the outermost pair with three irregular white bars. 
Below, chin, throat and upper breast glossy green like back. Rest 
of lower {dumage white, barred with metallic bronze-green. Under 
tail-coverts metallic green, barred with white. 

Female: Above, glistening emerald green with golden rufous 
crown and nape. Below, wmte (tinged with rufous on throat and 
flanks) barred with bronze-brown, narrowest on throat, broader and 
wider apart on abdomen. Young: Barred rufous and brown above, 
white and brown bdow. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Undetermined. Afmarently uncommon. 
■Stevaas has records for the Sikkim Himalayas between c. 4250 and 
4750 ft eleyation in ApxiL The Survey came across it only at 
c. 7000 ft. (above Chungthang) in eveigrera forest, in April. 

jnsTRiBimoN ouTsms sikkim: Summer (breeding), the Himalayas 
from Kumaon to E. Assam, mninally to c. 6000 ft. Extends thiou^ 
Burma and the Indodiinese subregion. Winter, souA to Malaya 
and Sumatra. 

<mMEEAL habits: Unobtrusive and difficult to observe aiwongat 
the hdh^e canopy of tali trees whidh it usually affects. CeM: h 
riurffl, but not unmusical succession of tluee notes in mi aaegnaing 
scale’ (Rakes) in the breeding season. This is often the only indloa* ' 
rion of its presence in a lotmity. 

MESTINC : Snolsim'-r-AfEil to July. Brood-parasitic mainly <m sim*; 
birds (AdChi^^ and spider-hunters {Araamethe^, Eggs leifhto, 
Etnud|^ Ivim hgnt brown or reddish brown. Size .about 1? x ift mm- 

aMCSAL oauatAcriniamCs. MfeAsuMOiENTs, arc; The Fauns for d 9 : ' 
Wing lOB-114; bffl 14-15; tanui o. 15; tail 63-70 mat. 



THB tKDIAN BRONIQO-CUOKOO r 'St' 

itUf cT x«4dtth faijown to crinuoo, 9 brawn; ey«3ids cibiuaot bill ^ btisfht 
orange»jteUow tipped wlfb M«dc, 9 yellow only »t baae; legs nod fOet di^ 
fanmydih green. 


THE INDIAN DBONGO^VCkOO 
Surnioulm htgtd>rta dtcrurcHdes {Henson) 

Praudomlf diorurotdes Hodgsem, 1839. Jour. AMat. Soe. Bengal 8: 136 and 
pL — ^Mountains of Nepal. 

F.BJ. 4: 165 

LOCAL name: Kario-vyem (Lepdia). 

SIZE : Myna; slimmer, willi longer and forked tail. 

FIELD CKARACTEBS : Overall, glossy metallic black. G^eial 
appearance confusingly like die Blade Z^ongo, but under tail-coverdi 
and outermost tail feadiers usually bandea with white near base. 



Indian Drongo-Cuckoo Indian Black Drongo 

(note exposed round nostril) (shrike-like hook-t^>ped bill) 

About three-quarters 


Sexes alike. Ccfl diagnostic: 6 (scnnetimes 7 or 8) short musical 
whistling notes, pi-pi-pi-pi-pi-^-pi, as if die bird were actually count- 
ing 1-2-3-4-5-6 do., rising in scale and ending abrupdy. 

ETATVS AND HABITAT: Undetermined. ‘On die air' from about 
inid-Apiril between 3500 and 5500 ft. elevation (Sing^ik, Toong, 
C^ungdiang). AfiFects open fenrest 

msimBonoN outside sikkim : The Himalayas from the Punjab 
(rare) to E. Assam, up to c, 6000 ft., and jnracdcally ^ entire 
Indian Union, E. Faldstan and Ceylon. Ihe species extend to 
S. China, and south thtough the Indodiinese and Malaysian sub- 
regions to the PhilippineB and Cdebes. 

OENEEAL HABITS i Etotiidy aihPieal and tniioaUy cumdine. Feeds 
on catoqEdllais ami insects as well as fruit (Fitm etc.). Sometimes 
havdes Frilled Bom a treedxm like a Bmized or Ashy Drongo. 
nailing^ the body ashimes a horiZcmtal stance. 

Not recorded in Sildcim. FresomaUy, as elseiwheie, It^ 
from April to June when it is most vocal. Hosts not suffic^e^y 




CUCULIDA]^ 


RACIAL CHAiuGTEiusTi^, M£ASURE!^NTS» STC: The FAuiia gives for 9 
Wing 129.147 (av. 13T,4); biU from nostril 15.5-17; tarsus c. 19; tafl 
100-133 mm. 

Iris brown; bill brou^ish black, pale dusky orange at gape; legs and feet 
greyish brown; claws homy brown. 


THE LARGE HIMALAYAN GREENBU.LED MALKOHA 

Rhopodytes tristis trisiis (Lesson) 

Melkts tHslis Lessor^ 1830, Trait4 d*Omitli,, livr. 2, p. 132 — Sumatra 
efrofe=BengaL 


F.B.I. 4: 178 

LOCAL NAME : Sanlcii (Lepcha). 

size: Pigeon; with a long tail c. 15 inches. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : Above, forehead grey with shiny bristly black 
shafts to the feathers. A patch of bright crimson sldn round eye. 
Upper plumage dark ashy grey with deep green gloss. Tail darker, 



Large Himalayan Greenbilled Malkoba 
About one-fifth 

lopg, broad, steeply graduated, tipped with white and cross-rayed 
stflT darker, Below, chin, throat and sides of head yellowish ashy 
grey,, darkening to blackish on lower abdomen and vent. The 
fearers of chin, tiiroat and breast with black bristly shafts. Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS AK0 habitat: Presumably resident. Not common, but 
frequent between a 1000 and 6500 ft. elevation between November 
April (ftangpo, Sii^tam, Martam, Gangtok). Schafer took a 
specimen at Cangtdk, 10 February. Stevens found it in ihe Rungbong 
vsiRey up to SwO ft. Affects dense secondary eveigreen jting^e. 


THE SIKKIM BAY OWL 

rasTEOBimoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The HimSlayss frum. Oatliwal to 
^ Miflhmi Hills where it int^rades widi die eastern race aliens 
Mayr, stretdiing dirough Burma, Yunnan and Indochina.- Hie 
species is found in Malaya, Sumatra and the Kangean Islands. 

GENEBAL HABITS: Keeps to trees as well as low smib, creeping 
through the brandhes, and seldom if ever descending to the ground. 
Fli^ laboured, with die long, white-tipped, graduated tail conspi- 
cuous. When shooting down on alarm from a tall tree down a 
hillside or to dive into shrubbery, looks like a tree pie. Food: cater- 
pillars, large insects, lizards, etc. Call: a peculiar croak uttered at 
intervals <x a few seconds. 

nesting: a non-parasitic cuckoo. Season — ^Apdl to June. Nest 
— a sparse, shallow platform twigs, sometimes mixed with roots 
and coarse grass blades, rather like a dove' s nest. Placed 4 to 10 ft 
up or higher in a bush, sapling or bamboo dump with no effmt at 
concealment. Eggs — 2 to 4, dialky white, about 34 X 26 mm, 

nACiAi. CHABACTERisTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : Differs frcm salisru of 
Buima etc. in having a larger wing. 3 o d of typical tristis recently collected 
in E. Nepal by Dr Ripley measure: Wing 169-176; tail (of 2) 380, 383.5 mm. 
Schafer’s Sikkim 9 has Wing/Tail 166/380 mm. 

Iris brown; orbital skin crimson-magenta; a patcli between base of bill and 
nostril same colour; bill horny green; legs and feet greenish slate. 


Family Sthigidae: Owls 

Subfamily Tytoninae 

THE SIKKIM BAY OWL 

Phodilus badius saturotus Robinson 
Phodilm tfodius mturoHu Robinson, 1027, Bull, Brit. Orn. Cl. 47 : 121— 

Native- Sikkim. 

Plate 9, fig. 1 (facing p. 80) 


E.B.I. 4: 390 
LOCAL name: 
size: Pigeon—. 

YIELD CHABACTEBs: A small chestnut-bay owl with vinous-pink 
fadal disc, and white ruff tipped with chestnut and black. Above, 
chestnut, spotted with bla<% and buff. Outer webs of two 
primaries barred white and bhudc. Tail chestnut, barred with black. 
Behw, vinous-pink spotted with blach and white except on forenech, 
and down centre (x abdomen to und^r teil-covmts. Legs fu% 
featoered. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Very rate. Recorded in the Te^ta Valley 
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STRIOIi>AE 


at c. 2000 ft. dtevaticm % G. E. Sfaa'vir (20 Not'mber lOlS). Aoocn^* 
kig to Steves, confine^ in Sikkim Himalayas to heavy foothills 
forest *!, 

jssTBiBimON oirrsnait sxkxim: Nepal to Assam nortii and south of 
the Brahmaputra; Maii||pur. The species is found in Ceylon and 
through the Indochineso and Malaysian subregiom. 

Ceneral habits: Esitirdy nocturnal and almost completdy blind 
in sunlight CoS.* desi^ea as a sc^ shagle hoot; also much cater* 
wauling during the breeding season. Food: amall mammals and 
birds, uzaids, nogs and insects. 

NESTiNo: Not recorded in Sikkim. Season (in Assam) — ^March to 
May. Nes#— a natural imlined hollow in a tree. Eggs — 4 or 5, white, 
round, about 35x30 min. 

BAciAi. CEUnAcmasTicSk MBASUBEMSNTS, ETC : The Fowia gives for d $ : 
Wing 214-237; bill 30-32; Ursus 47-48; tail 92-97 mm. 

‘Iris deep brawn or black; bill creamy y^ow; legs and feet day brown 
or yellowish Inown, the daws paler.' 


Subfamily Stbiginae 

THE HIMALAYAN COLLARED SCOPS OWL 

Otus bakkamoena lettia (Hodgson) 

Scops lettia Hodgson, 1833, Asiat. Res. 19: 176 — Nepal. 

Plate 9, fig. 3 (facing p. 80) 


F.BJ. 4: 427 

LocAi, NAME ; Lattya kusyal (Nepali). 

size: Myna. 

FiEU) CHABACTERs: A charming little ‘homed' owlet grey-brown 
or rufous-brown above, vermiculated and mottled with whitish. A 
prominent pale half collar on upper back. Beloto, chin and throat 
white or buff, the latter barred and stippled with black. Rest of 
lower plumage white to rich buff, streaked with blach and with 
fine wavy bars of reddish brown. Legs fully feathered or 'stock- 
inged'. Sexes alike. 

STATOS AND HABITAT: Not uncommon. Resident up to at least 
6500 ft. (Singtam, Martam, Kewzing, S^hik, Cangtok). Affects 
open forest and groves of trees about habitations. 

msTRiBimON ooTsmB SIKKIM: Nepal east (hmu^ Assam; 
Manipur, E. Pakistan. Plains and foomills and up to o. 8000 ft. 
The We^ra: Himalayas frcnn Murree to Caihwal are inhabRed 
the race Several other r&ces aae found to India send me 

Mptides is widmy lUstrtouted to SS. Asia,' indudtog the li^kn^stoesb 
and Malaysiaa siibtogtoni 



THE FOBSST BAGLE-OWL 
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mtmM, itABirs: Entirdiy noctuma}. Its msence la a locality 
is lidUe to bo easily oyeiiaidcad but for tbe aiaBaostic tell-tale 
of tbe male, heard man after dark aotil b^ore daiwa. It is a ahcMct 
sfo^e musical hoot, lemiaisoeat in the distance of foe bark of a 
dumtal stag (but shorter), repeated every 15 or 20 seconds or so 
sosnetimes for ova* half an hour, at a stretch. Whether the female 
also calls is not known. Food.* mice, small birds, beedee, etc. 

nesting: Season — ^Februaiy to April; perhaps longer. Nest<~a 
natural hoUow or old woodpedcer-hole in a dead ttee stump, 5 to 
15 ft from foe ground, unlined. Eggs — 3 or 4, white, roundifo 
ovals, about 33xS mm. 

BACUI. CSABACTEHISncS, MEASCBE&SENTS, ICTC. Di&rS fiom plutlUpet of 
the W, Himalayas in having only the legs feathered and the toes bare. A 
Sikkim Survey specimen (J) measures: Wing 159; bill 22; tarsus 36; tail 
81 mm. 

Schafer's specimen from Gangtok V has Wing 169 min. 

Iris ydlovij^h brown; blU greenidr horn; foet and daws dusky olive. 


The Eastern Sporrao Scops Owl, Otus sjrilocephalus spQocephalus 
(Blyfo), has also been recorded in foe Teesta and Rungbong Valleys 
ana is apparently not unccmunon between c.. 3000 and 6^ ft altitude. 

Size and general appearance similar to foe Collared Scops, but 
with foe collar on hindnedc ill d<^ed. Crown with numerous pale 
rufescent spots edged with black. Lowm: plumage rufous or 
rufescrat brown, mottled and vermiculated with whitish and black, 
spotted and barred on breast. 

Entirely nocturnal. Call: a metallic, plaintive, double whisde 
phew . . . phew with a half-second’s pause between foe two. Rep^t^ 
at intervals of a few sectmds for long stretches throughout foe night. 


THE FOREST EAGLE-OWL 

Bubo nipeienm nipalensis Hodgson 
Bubo ntpaiensts Hodgson, 1336, Astat. Roa, 19: 172 — N^pal. 

Plate 9, fig. 2 (facing p. SQ) 

F3J. 4: 418 

IXNSAX. NAMES : Hifou (N^ah); Migdori (fihutia). 

size: Kite; heavier. 

STEU) CHABACTEBS: A large, powmful owl with two bladki-and- 
white hcm-like feafoer tufts above the head, fully feafoeted legs, 
and. brown . eyes. Abooe^ dark brown scalloped with jbnff' Bdow, 
Mvous white bmed'.-wifo bladdsh on throat and breast foe bars 
bneaifoig up into chevron-like spots on abdomen, Young 

bihifi overall, baimd with Ifotckish above and befow. 

■ ''em brown barred with vfoitish. 



STBICIDAB 


STATUS AND lUBiTAT) Rare. Reradent (?) from ? elevation up to 
c. 7000 ft. Stevens mentions two specimens procured in the Runghong 
Valley ‘below 5000 ft.’ ' AfFecte heavy tropical forest 

DISTRIBUTION oOTsmif SIKKIM : The lower Himalayas from Kumaon 
through N^al and Bhutan (?) to Assam, East Pakistan; . Shevaroy 
HiUs, humid SW. peninsular India, Ceylon. The species extends 
through (he Indochineso subregion. 

GKNERAn HAKTS: Similar to those of the Tawny Fish Owl. Bold 
and powerful; commonly on the move in daytime. Preys largely 
upon kaleej pheasants snd junglefowl captured at their night roosts. 
Also credited widi killfaig young barking deer. Call; described as 
‘a low, deep and far-sounding moaning hoot’. 

nesting: Not recorded in Sikkim, and apparently rarely in the 
Himalayas. Utilizes deserted nests of eagles etc. Egg — ^normally a 
sin^eton, white, typicid roundish oval, aSout 61x50 mm. 

RACUI. CHABACTKMSTics, MEAsunEMENTs, ETC : Legs fully feathered to 
toes. Inner claw very large. The Fauna gives the measurements (d 9) as: 
Wing 425-470; tarsus 60-82; tail 229-250 mm. Stevens measured two Sikkim 
skins: Wing d 438; 9 441 mm. 

‘Iris brown or hazel brown; bill dull wax yellow to yellow; toe.s dusky 
yellow; claws pale homy, dniker at tips.’ 


THE TAWNY FISH OWL 
Bubo fiavipes (Hodgson) 

Cultrunguis Flavipes Hodgson, 1836, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 5 : 364, pi. 

26— Nepal. 


F.BJ. 4: 411 

LOCAL name: Lak-kyo-o-mung (Lepcha)=‘the kyo-o-calling devil’. 

size: Kite. 

FIELD CHABACTERS: A laige powetful owl with two long ear-tufts 
projecting from head, partly feathered tarsus and staring golden 
yellow eyos. Above, rich orange-rufous broadly streaked witii 
blackish brown. Bdow, rich rmous-buS streaked with reddish 
brown, more heavily on breast. A white patch on throat. Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT; Resident (?) up to c. 6000 ft altitude where 
Schkfer obtained a specimen (15 June, Gangtok). I observed a pair 
of large owls, presumably this species, on a densely forested hillride 
bordering toe Teesta River at Martam (c. 3000 ft) in December 
11^2, and again at the identical spot in the same tre^ over two 
years later (March 1955) ! Affects heavy tropical forest near streams. 

DtsTEOBimoH OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The lowet Himalayas frmn Katomk 
torough Nepal and Bhutan to Assam and toe hills of E. Pakistan. 
Extends toipujsh toe Indochinese subregion to S. China. 

ci^ERAL HAIOTS; Crepuscnilar and nocturnal, though seeminj^ 
litde inethveriksioed by suidight and scnnetiines evea hunting m 
daytime. Food: chiefly fish, frogs, crabs, etc., but frequently IdUs 
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iai|{e birds such as junglcfowl, and smell mamm^ Catt; described 
by Stuart Baker as a d^p vohoo-hoo; also said to utter a curious cat- 
like mewing call. 

NESis^ : Not recorded m Sikkim. Season (in Assam)-— December 
to February. E^s — normally 2, white, roundish ov^, about 
57X47 mm. Laid in disused n^te of eagles. 

BACiAL CKABACTERisi'ics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Tarsus feathered for about 
one-third length behind, two-thirds in front. The Fauna gives the measure- 
ments as: cf$ Wing 410-455; tarsus 60-67; tail 215-227 mm. SthSfer’s 
Sikkim skin, *9’, has Wing 430 mm. 

Iris yellonr; cere dingy green; biU homy black; legs ydlowish grey, dingy 
greenish or slaty green; claws homy black. 


THE CCHXABED PIGMY OWLET 

Glauddiwm brodiei brodiei (Burton) 

Noctua Brodiei Burton, 1836 (1835), Proc. Zoo/. Soc. London: 152 — 
Himalayas (restricted to Simla by Stuart Baker). 

Plate 9, fig. 4 (facing p. 80) 


F.B.I. 4: 450 

LOCAL name: 

size: Bulbul; squatter and shorter tailed. 

FIELD CHABACTERs: A passable miniature of the Barred Owlet. 
Overall, barred grey-brown with a prominent white supeidlium, 
rufous half-collar on upper back, and white patch on throat. Also 
has a dimorphic rufous or diestnut phase. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident Fairly common between c. 2000 
and at least 7000 ft elevation (Sinetam, Martam, Gangtok, Ltostam, 
P^ioocbe). In Bhutan, Ludlow tmtained it up to 10,000 ft. /Sects 
open forest. 

DisTBiBtmoN ouTsiDB SIKKIM: The Himalayas freon the Afghan 
border through Kashmir, Nepal and Bhutan to Assam and £. Pakistan. 
Ihe species str^hes through Burma and the Indochinese and 
Malaysian subregions. 

GENERAL HABITS : Largdy diurnal. Hunts cicadas, grasshc^pers; 
beetles, lizards, small mammals and birds. Insects are c^n ndld 
in one foot and brought up to the bill to be torn before sw^owing, 
rather like a parakeet tackling a nut Calls by day as well as n^t 
a pleasant, timding, four-notra whistle toot . . . tootoot . . . toot re- 
peated ev^ few seconds. The head is turned from side to side while 
calling, prMudng a vaitriloquistic effect. 

NEStiNG: Season— i^iil-May. Nest — an unlmed natural hdlow 
in. a tree-trunk, sometimes a very laige one, or an old woodpedeer- 
or baxbet-hole, 5 to 30 ft up. normauy 4, white, round, about 

28 x 24 mm. 

RAGIAl, CHARACIEBlS'nOS, MSASUBEMEKTS, ETC; TwO Sikktm skilU in Ow 
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STRIGIDAE 


STATUS AND HABITAT ^ Rare. Resident (?) from ? elevation up to 
c, 7000 ft Stevens mentions two specimens procured in the Rtmgbong 
Valley *below 5000 ft/ Affects heavy tropi^ forest 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : The lower Himalayas from Kumaon 
through N^al and Bhutan (?) to Assam, East Pakistan; . Shevaroy 
Hills, humid SW. pentiisular India, Ceylon. The species extends 
through the Indochinese subr^om 

GENERAL HABITS ; Similar to those of the Tawny Fish Owl. B(dd 
and powerful; commoidy on the move in daytime. Preys largely 
upon kale^* pheasants and junglefowl captured at their night roosts. 
Also credited with killing young barking deer. Call: described as 
a low, deep and far-sounding moaning hoot*. 

nesting: Not recorded in Sikkim, and apparently rarely in the 
Himalayas. Utilizes deserted nests of eagles etc. Egg — normally a 
singleton, white, typical roundish oval, about 61x50 mm. 

RAOUL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Legs fully feathered to 
toes. Inner claw very large. The Fauna gives the measurements (c?9) as: 
Wing 425-470; tarsus 60-62; tail 229-250 ram. Stevens measurid two Sikkim 
sldns: Wing d 438; 9 441 mm. 

Tris brown or hazel brown; bill dull wa.K yellow to yellow; toes dusky 
yellow; claws pale homy, daikei at tips.' 


THE TAWNY FISH OWL 
Bubo flavipes (Hodgson) 

Cultrunguis Flavipes Hodg.son, 1836, Jour, Asiat. Soc. Bengal 5; 364, pi. 

26 — Nepal. 


F.B.I. 4: 411 

LOCAL NAME: Lak-kyo-o-mung (Lepcha)=‘the kyo-o-calling devil*. 

size: Kite. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : A large powerful owl with two long ear-tufts 
prmecting from head, partly feathered tarsus and staring golden 
yellow eyes. Above, rich orange-rufous broadly streaked with 
olackish brown. Below, rich rufous-buff streaked with reddish 
brown, more heavily on breast A white patch on throat Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident (?) up to c. 8000 ft. altitude where 
Schafer obtained a specimen (15 June, Gangtok). I observed a pair 
of large owls, presumably this species, on a densely forested hUlride 
bordering tiie Teesta River at Martam (c. 3000 ft.) in December 
1952, and again at the identical spot in the same trees over two 
years later (Mardi 1955) I Affects heavy tropical forest near streams. 

DtSTBiBtmoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM; The lower Himalayas from Kashmir 
through Nepal and Bhutan to Assam and the hills of E. Pakistan. 
Extends through the Indochinese subregion to S. China. 

GENERAL HABITS: Crepuscular and nocturnal, though seemingly 
little inconveniarced by sunlight and sometimes even hunting in 
daytime, food: chiefly fish, frogs, crabs, eta, but frequently kflls 
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THB COLLAaSD PIGMY OWLST 

latge birds such as jui^efowl, and snaall mammals. CoH: describad 
by Stuart Baker as a deep tohoo-hoo; also said to utter a curious cat- 
lu» mewing call. 

NBsrmo : Not recorded in Sikkim. Seasorr (in Assam)— December 
to February. Eggs — normally 2, white, roundish ovals, about 
57X47 mm. Laid in disused nests of eagles. 

KACiAL chakactebistics, measubements, ETC: Taisus feathered for about 
one-third lengtih behind, two-thirds in front. The Fauna gives die measure- 
ments as: 6 9 Wing 410-4S5; tarsus 60-67; tail 215-227 mm. Schafer’s 
Sikkim sldn, ’$*, has Wing 430 mm. 

Iris yellow; cere dingy green; bill homy black; legs yellowish grey, dingy 
greenish or slaty green; claws homy black. 


THE COLLARED HGMY OWLET 

Glaucidium brodi^ brodiei (Burton) 

Noctua Brodiei Burton, 1836 (1835), Proc. Zool. Soc. London; 152— 
Himalayas (restricted to Simla by Stuart Baker). 

Plate 9, fig. 4 (feeing p. 80) 


F.BJ. 4: 450 

LOCAL name: 

size: Bulbul; squatter and shorter tailed. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: A passable miniature of the Barred Owlet. 
Overall, barred grey-brown with a promineiit white supercihom, 
rufous half-collar on upper back, and white patch on t^oat. Also 
has a dimorphic rufous or chestnut phase. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Fairly common between c, 2000 
and at least 7000 ft. elevation (Sin^am, Martam, Gangtok, Lingtam, 
Femionche). In Bhutan, Ludlow obtained it up to 10,000 ft. .Meets 
open forest. 

DISTRIBUTION ouTsmE SIKKIM: The Himalayas from the Afghan 
border through Kashmir, Nepal and Bhutan to Assam and E. Pakistan, 
llie species stretches through Burma and the Indochinese and 
Malaysian subregions. 

GENiSAL HABITS : Largdy diurnal. Hunts cicadas, grasshc^pers, 
beetles, lizards, small mammals and birds. Insects are i^ten neld 
in one foot and brought up to the bill to be tom before swallowing, 
rather like a parakeet tackling a nut. Calls by day as weU as night, 
a pleasant, tinkling, four-notra whistle toot . . . tootoot . . . toot re- 
peated every few seconds.- The head is turned from side to side while 
calling, producing a ventriloquistio effect. 

nesting: Season — ^April-May. Nest — an unlined natural hollow 
in a tree-trunk, sometimes a very large one, or an dd woodpedeer- 
or barbet-hole, 5 to 30 ft up. £gg»— normally 4, white, round, about 
28 x 24 mm. 

RACIAL cHABACTBRisiiGS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Two Sikldm skins m the 
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Chicago Museum of Natural History examined by me, toge6)er with a 
collected by the Survey, iueasure: 

Wini^ Bin Tarsus Tail 

1 ^ 87.5/ 15 21 67 mm. 

2 9 9 93-97^ 14-14.5 21 57-59 mm. 

Three ad. specimens:, (sex?) in Schafer's Sikkim collection have Wing ,91, 
96, 99 min. : 

Ids bright lemon 3^11ow; bill and feet pale greenish yellow. Tarsus 
feathered. 


THE HIMALAYAN BARRED OWLET 

Glmcidium cuculddes cfuculoides (Vigors) 

Noctua ctwuloides Vigors, 1831, Proc, Comm. 7xt(A. Soc. London: 8 — 
Himalayas (= Simla- Almora district). 


F.B.L 4: 444 

LOCAL name: Tanpum (Lepcha). 

size: Pigeon—. 

FIELD GHARACTERs: A dumpy, ‘hornless', dark brown for ddve- 
brown) owlet, closdy barred with whitish above ana below. 
Abdomen whitish with longitudinal blackish striations. A prominent 
vdiite patch on throat. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT; Resident. Ckwnmon up to c. 6500 ft. 
elevation (Singtam, Martam, Dikchu, Singhik, Temi, Kewzing, 
Pemionche, Gangtok), Affects thin open forest. 

DiSTRiBunoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM ; The lower Himalayas from Murree 
through Nepal to W. Bhutan. The rest of Bhutan, Assam hills north 
of the Brahmaputra, Patkoi and Naga hills and NW. Burma are 
populated by tne race austerum. The species extends through the 
Indodiinese subregion to S. China, Hainan, Java^ Bali. 

GENERAL HABITS : Largely diurnal and hunting freeiy in the 
dappled sunlight of open forest. Food: beetles, grasshopj^is, etc., 
as well as lizards, mice and small birds. Fligfd: obliquely dipping, 
as of other owlets — a series oi rapid flaps followed by a pause with 
wings closed. CaU: normally a rising crescendo of harsh squawks 
ending abruptly. Also a quavering ‘whistle' woioioioi . . . keek, and 
various ccoaiks and chuckles. Uttered mostly during daytime. 

NESTING: Gammie took eggs in Silddm at c. flOOO ft elevation. 

April-May. Nest— an unlined hollow in a tree-trunk, 20 to 
40 ft up. Eggs — ^normally 4, white, round, about 37x31 ihm. 

RACIAL cUAftACTERisncs, MEASUREMENTS, Eic: Ihe adjdnlng castem race 
austetUM Kipley is larger, darker, and markedly rufescent. 

2 $ $ collected by tbe Sikkim Suivey measure; Wing 160-162; bill 20.5- 
22; tarsus 2^30; tail 92-98 mm. A 9 in Sch^for's jStkkim cofleeflon has 
Wing 160 mam. ' 

Iris lemon yeflow; bill gi-eenish horn; feet greyish oliv^y^OW; daws boruy 
brown. 
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THE HIMAEAYAN 1HK>WN mKH> Om. 

Strhc lepU^g/ittmitica mwoiPensis (Hodgson) 

IMa^mwarentit Hodgson, .]1836. Aaiat. Ret. 19; ITS—iNcgud. 

r,BA. 4: 400 

LOcAi. NAMES: Bulaka (Nopali); Mik-dab^bru (Lepoha). 

sceb: KitOi 

FIELD CHARACTERS: A large owl widr whitish facial disc and no 
projecting aigr^tes or ‘ears . Above, chocolate brown; scapulars, 
wings and wpa* tail-covorts barred with white. Tail brown, 
barred Mudr fulvous and tipped with white. Beioto, chin mixed 
chocolate and white; a pure white patch on duroat. Rest of lower 
plumage buSy white, svmused with brownish .on breast, barred widi 
dark brown. Sexes ahlce. 

STATUS AMD HASTTAT: Recorded from the base of the hills up to 
13,000 R. in Sikkim. Schafer obtained a specimen at Gangtok, 
c. 6300 ft, in winter (10 December). AfFects forest 

iHSTBiBUiiON oirrsmE siEKiM: Throughout the Himalayas, west 
to east, normally between 2000-3000 and wOO ft Novation. The race 
indrame occurs in southern India. The species ranges through the 
Indochinese and Malaysian subr^ons to S. China, Formosa and 
Hainan. 

GENERAL HABITS: Noctumal. Bold and powerful, preying on 
pheasants and jtmglefowl in addition to smaller birds ana mammals 
etc. Coil; a deep four-noted hoot, hoo . . . hoohoo . . . hoo. A. E. Jones 
has also described what is probably a conversational note betwecm 
a pair at dusk — a low, sonorous koo-kmi ‘rather like a domestic 
pigeon’, and querulous screams and loud snapping of the bill on 
detection of an intruder in the vicinity of the nest and when 
apprehensive. 

nesting : Seeaon — ^January to March. Nes^—qf a few stidcs and 
feadiers, on a shdf in a precipice or hole scraped in the ground 
at the foot of a steep rock in a shady ravine. Eggs — 1 or 2, white, 
roundish ovals, about 57 x 46 mm. 

BACZAL chahaCtebistics, mbasurements, etc ; Differs from the race 
indnmee of Deccan and south India chie^y in its larger size: Wing over 380 
nun, against under 370. The Fauna gives die measurements (d 9) as: Wing 
382-41it tail 229-335; tarsus 53-56 mm. 

Iris bnwn; bill greenish homy, bluish near base, plumbeous on cere; toes 
];>ale leaden; claws dusl^. 


S 
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THB HIMALAYAN WOOD OWL 

Strix aluco nivicola (Blyth) 

Symium nivicolum ^Hodgson* = Blyth, 1845, Joiir. Asiat Soc. Bengal 14 (1): 
185 — Himalayas ( — Nepal). 


F.B.I. 4: 398 

LOCAL NAMES : K^shi-op tak’pum (Lepcha); Uko (Bhutia). 

size: Kite—. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: No ai^ettes or 'horns', and with a whitish 
facial disc. Above, rich rurous-brown, ban^ with dark brown. 
Below, rufous-fulvous, rich on breast, i>der elsewhere. Close'^baired 
on chin and throat; streaked and cross-barred with dark brown on 
rest of lower plumage. Sexes alike; female slightly larger. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Recorded between 6000 ^d 14,000 ft 
elevation in the Sikkim Himalayas. Schafer procured a specimen 
at Zalang near Lachen (10 September). Affects rocky forested 
ravines etc. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas from Murree to 
E. Assam north of the Brahmaputra; Lushai Hills. Normally up 
to c. 9000 ft The race biddulphi replaces it in Kashmir and Gil^t 
to Afghanistan. The species is widespread in Europe to W. Siberia, 
south to N. Africa; Iran, Turkestan to China and Korea. 

GENERAL HABITS: Purely nocturnal, hiding by day in a leafy free 
or bush, or even on the ground in a shady ravine, sitting upright 
and motionless with eyes half closed. Solitary or in pairs. Seldom 
seen, but commonly heard during night Cm: unmistakable when 
once learnt — a deep, mellow hoo-noo or hii . . . hoo-hoo (or gug . . . 
gwgU’gjuTOO or twit * . . too-hoo). Food: chiefly rats; also other small 
mammals, lizards, beetles, etc. 

NESTING: Season — ^January to April. Nest — an unlined hollow in 
a tree-trunk or Eggs — 2 or 3, white, typical round ovals about 
48x42 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC ; Hie race biddulpM of 

Kashmir etc. is paler and greyer in tone of upper plumage without any rufous 
tinge. Also has the upper parts streaked in addition to the barring. 

The Fauna gives for <J 9 Wing 282-312; tarsus 45-48; tail 108-175 mm. 
Schafer’s Silddm specimen (d ad.) has Wing 290 mm. 

Iris brown; bill pale yellowish flesh, cere brown; tarsus woolly, toes 
partially feafliered; ends of toes plumbeous; claws brown. 
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THE SHOBTEABED OWL 

Asio flammeus ihmmeus (Pontoppidan) 

Ftammea Pontoppidaa, 1763, Dansk. Atlas 1; 617, pi 26— Sweden. 

F.B.I. 4: 304 

LOCAL name: 

SIZE : Jungle Crow. 

FIELD GHARAGTERs: General aspect streaked brown and buff with 
a darker greyish head and two snort blackish ears’ projecting from 
above the forwardly directed eyes. Facial disc white with Diistly 
black feathers intermixed^ surrounded by a dark brown ruff. Tau 
and wings barred rufous and black. In flight, the white tmderside 
of the pointed' win^, blackish at tips and with a prominait blacldsh 
bar across each, diagnostic. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Irregular winter visitor and passage migrant; 
recorded in the Rungbong Valley and elsewhere in the foothills of 
the Sikkim Himalayas, up to c. 6000 ft. — December to end February. 
Affects open undulating grassy country dotted with bushes. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Summer ^reeding), the Holarctic 
Region. Winter, Africa, southern Asia including practically all India. 

GENERAL HABITS : Seen singly; sometimes in loose, scattered parties. 
More diurnal than most owls, occ^onally even hunting during day- 
time. Normally spends the day resting on the groimd at the base 
of a bush or grass-tussock, often sunning itself in the mornings or 
afternoons spread-eagled flat on the ground. Steady, deliberate wing 
beats in flight reminiscent of the Houbara Bustard. Food: rats, 
mice, large grasshoppers, etc. 

RACIAL CHAHACTEBISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : Whig d 9 290-330; tail 

140-160 mm. (Hartert). Tarsus (feathered) c. 47 mm. 

Iris bright lemon yellow; bill slaty black; toes dark brown; claws horny 
black. 


Family Fodargidae: Frogmou^s 

HODGSON’S FROGMOUTH 

Batrachostonms hodgsorU hodgsorU (G. R. Gray) 

Otothrix hodgsoni G, R. Gray, 1859, Proc. Zool. Soc. London; 101, pi. 152, 
Aves — Northern India sDarjeding. 

Plate 11, fig. 5 (facing p. 96) 


FJI.I. 4; 378 
LOQU. name: 
size: Myna+. 

FiEU} CHABACTEES: An obliteTOtingly coloured, speckled greyish 
biowD nightjar irregularly black-blot^d on die crown, with . an 





eaormatis gape and Inroad Battened homy bill aptly suggestive of 
its name. 

Female chestnut ovemE with broad white patches on scapulars. 

STATUS AND HABiTA^: Evidently very rare. Not met with by the 
Sikkim Survey or by Schafer. Has been recorded in the Great 
Rangeet Valley at 3000-4000 ft. by Hodgson, and at Namche by 
Mandelli. Affects subtropical evergreen forest. 

nisTBiBUTiON ouTSjdDE SIKKIM: Nepal (?), Bhutan, Assam north and 
south of the Brahmaputra; E. Pakistan. Foothills and up to c, 6000 
ft. elevation. The species extends eastward through the Indochinese 
subregion. 

GENERAL habits: Somcwhat sluggish; insectivorous, crepuscular 
and nocturnal. Keeps to heavy jungle. Actions and behaviour like 
a nightjar's, but permes on branches, lengthwise or across, and nor- 
mally not on the CTcmnd. Captures beetles on die wing as well as 
on the ground ana from branches. Said to utter a soft> rapid croo- 
croo or cooroo-cooroo, but voice and calls and habits very imperfectly 
known. 

nesting: Mandelli took a nest with eggs in Sikkim. Season — 
April to June. Nest — a round pad or shallow cup of soft downy 
feathers coated on the exterior vrith spiders webs, lichens, bits ot 
bark, etc. Placed on a bare horizontal branch of a tree, 5 to 15 ft. up. 
Eggs — 1 or 2, white, long, ellipticai, about 27 X 18 mm. 

RACiAi. CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Wings short Riid rounded 

with the fourth and fifth quills longest. Tail long and graduated. Conspicuous 
bristly feathers at base of bill and tufts of the same in front of the eyes. 
Prominent ear-tufts with bristles at end of the feathers. 

Tlie Fauna gives the measurements (d9) as: Wing 126-141; bill 17-18; 
lateral width at gape 29-32; tarsus 15^16; tail 131-143 mm. 

Iris variegated grey, brown and yellow; bill fleshy pink or yellowish horn; 
legs and feet pinkish fiesh. 


Family Capmmulgidae ; Nightjars 

THE HIMALAYAN JUNGLE NIGHTJAR 

Caprirnidgus indicus hazarae Whisder & Elinnear 
Caprimulgus indicus hazarae Whisdea: & Kinnear, 1935, Jour. Bombay 
Nat. Hist. Soc. 38: 37— Abbotabad. Hazara Dist., NW, Himalayas. 

F.B.X, 4: 367 (under jotaka) 

JJOCKL name: Tamor (Lepcha). 

SIZE; Pigeon—; with a longer tail. 

FIELD CHA!RACmBs: A soft-plumaged, long-winged, owl-like blriL 
brownish buff and grey molded and streatea with ruteus, bla<dc and 
Mhite; cokMu^ remancaoly obliterative when bird is squatting m flie 
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,.nound. identiSed by (be charadsedstic caU: i^mclc-c^wdk ot 
cnticko^vhudco ete. in gnic^-’i'epeated runs of 7 to 12 times. 

STATOS aMd habitat : ? Fossibfy an altitodinal tnignmt, or over- 
looked in wkiter when silent. First heard by the Survey on 17 April 
f!i>achea, c. 9000 ft), but Schitfer procured a specimen at Chungdiang 
(c. 5000 ft,) on 6 Decanber. According to Stevens occurs up to 
7000 or 8000 ft. in the Sikkim Himalayas during die breeding season, 
and down to their base in winter. Ludlow wtained specmens in 
Bhutan and SE. Tibet between 6500 and 11,000 feet — ^April, June, 
July. Affects forest with ravines and glades. 

ntsTEUBimoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM : The Himalayas freon HaEara District 
in NW. Pakistan east to Assam, Burma and Yunnan — from foothills 
up. The nominate race occupies peninsular India south of die 
Himalayas. The species ranges over south-east Siberia, W. China, 
Japan and the paiau Islands, migrating south in winter from the 
northern parts. 

GENEBAL HABITS : As of die family — ^inseedvorous, crepuscular and 
nocturnal. Spends tbe daytime squatting mi the ground at the base 
of a bush, or lengthvrise along the branch of a tree. Has a silent, 
owl-like sailing flight. Captures beedes, moths, etc. on the wing, 
turning and twisting in their pursuit or to avoid obstacles with great 
dexterity. C<dl: chuck or chticko rapidly repeated in runs of 7 to 12, 
and resumed after a break of a second or so, for an hour or more at 
a stretch. Very vocal during the breeding season, particularly during 
moonlit nights and in the early hours before dawn (c. 2 to 4 a.m,). 

NESHING: Not recorded in Sikldm. Season — presumably April 
to ?. Eggs^2, white, marbled with grey, about 31X23 mm. Laid 
on bare, mten stony ground in ravmes etc. 

hacial charactemstics, measurements, etc: In flie spwies indicus the 
tarsus is feathered. <S • 4 outer pairs of rectrices widi subtenninal white spots. 
First four primaries with a white spot, that on the first primary very small. 
A white hand across throat. $ : No white tips to tail feadiers; spots on die 
primaries small and rufous. Throat-hand huff. The Himalayan race haxorM 
differs from peninsular Indian indteus in being warmer and browner in etdora- 
don, with the markings on back heavier and barring on tail broader. Also 
averages larger. A Schafer skin (9) from Sikkim has Wing/Tail 213/140 mm. 
I^tance from tip of first primary to tip of fourth 22 mm. (Stresemann). 

Iris reddish brown; bill blackish born; legs brown. 


Neidier the Survey nor SchMfer met with the Longtahjid 
Nighijab, Caprimuigus macrunis dbonotaitts Tickell, in Sikkim, 
Aocor^ng to Stevens tibis has been obtained by G. E. Shaw in die 
Teesta Valley at elevatiems from 2500 to 3750 ft 

Size and overall appearance same as of the Himalayan Jungle 
Nightjar, but cf has only two outer pairs of rectrices with broad 
white tips. A white spot each on first four primaries, that on the 
seocmd qniU interrupted in. the middle. 9 : spi^ on fuiniaries nifoua- 
buffj t^s of the two outennost pairs of rectrices smalls add bidl. 
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Tar^ featiierad in bodi sexes. Call: a diaraostic loud, resonant 
chounk, chaunk, chcumk likened to the distant olows of an adze on a 
plank. It is r^>eated any number of times up to 50 or so, at 
rate of about 5 in lour seconds. Uttered from a bough ahnost 
incessantly from dusk to dawn, especially during the breeding season. 


Family Apodidae: Swifts 
Subfamily Apcainae 

THE HIMALAYAN PLAINRUMPED SWIFTLET 

CclloccAUt brevirostris brevirostris (McClelland) 

Hirtmdo brevirostris McClelland, 1840, Proc. Zool. Soc. London; 155 — ^Assam. 

F.BJ. 4: 848 

LOCAL name: 

size: Sparrow—, 

FIELD CHABACTEBS : A tiny, slender, fork-tailed, brown swift. 
Above, daik brown with a slightly paler rump. Below, tmiformly 
greyish brown. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Noted as uncommon but frequent at between 
5000 and 6500 ft. (Chungthang, Gangtok) in April, and Schafer 
obtained specimens at the latter place in June. Blanford records 
it from the Chola Range at 12,000 ft. in Augu.st, as well as at low 
elevations throughout the Teesta Valley in autumn (1870). 
.^parently ranges to high elevations even in winter as Stevens 
observed it on the Singalila Ridge near Phalut (c. 11,700 ft.) in 
February. Ludlow found it common in Bhutan and procured speci- 
mens between 5000 and 12,750 ft., August to Novemoer. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Ibe Himalayas from E. Punjab to 
Assam, from the foothills up to c, 12,000 ft. Uncommonly to the 
Andamans in winter. The species occurs throughout the Indochinese 
subregion and central and western China. 

GENERAL HABITS: Gregarious like the other swifts, spending most 
of Ae day on the wing hawking insects, e^dally high up over river 
valleys and defiles. Ihe characteristic swift flight is punctuated from 
time to time by interludes of pipistrelle-like fluttering. Roosts in 
enormous clusters in dark caves and grottoes, clinging like pipistrdUe 
bats to the rough rock surfaces in a vertical position, head upwards. 
The continuous chorus of soft, twittering cmt-chit which the birds 
utter is reminiscent of a bat roost. The ease and suddeimess vrith 
which the birds are apparently able to adapt their eyesight to die 
pjtch-daik interior of a cave, as they shoot in through a narrow 
entrance from the brilliant sunshine outside and find their way among 
its hidden recesses, is quite phenomenal. 
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NESTING: Breeds in dark caves in dense colonies^ ‘No record in 
Sikkim, but one sudi cave in the Chakrata District, U.P., at o. 9000 ft. 
is well described by Col. E. A. Glennie (/our. Bomha\f "Nat, Hist. 
Soc. 44; 549, 1944). Season — ^May>June. Nest — a tiny open cup of 
agdutinated moss with the rim sloping down from the*veriical xock 
wall to whidi it is gummed with me oirds^ saliva. Eggs^, white, 
long narrow blunt ovals. Size about 22x 14 mm. 

RAOAL cUARACTERtsTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: In this species the tail is 
forked 6-12 mm. deep, and the tarsus always feathered in front. Schafei's 
Slkldm skins. 4 ad. (sex?), have Wing 123, 128, 120, 128 mm. 

Iris brown; bill black; legs and feet brownish fleshy. 


THE WHITETHROATED SPEVETAIL SWIFT 

Chaetura caudacuta nudipes (Hodgson) 

Cypselus (Chaetura) nudipes Hodgson, 1837 (1836), Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 
5; 779— Nepal. 


FJB.I. 4: 340 

LOCAL name: Silli-ang tiphi-timbo (Lepcha). 

size: Bulbul +. 

FIELD ghabacters: a large blackish brown swift, normally seen 
hawking insects high up in the air on long, narrow, pomted, bow- 
shaped wings. Above, glossy black except back (pale brown). 
Wings with the secondaries largely white on the inner webs. Below, 
chin, throat and under tail-coverts pure white. Rest of underparts 
dark brown with a whitish patch on flanks. Sexes alike. 

STATUS and habitat: A bird of enonnous foraging range and of 
sudden appearances and disappearances — ^here one moment, miles 
away the next. Tlierefore, local status diflScult to determine unless 
nest colcMiy actually found. Noted by the Survey at Pakyong, Temi 
and Rinchinpong in March/ April. F. N. Betts observed a large flock 
hawking insects over the yak pastures at Thangu, c. 13,000 ft., on the 
evening of 21 May when it cleared up after a shower of rain; 
nowhe^ else during the whole of that month's trekking in northern 
Sikkim. 

Ludlow met with large numbers on the Donga La in Bhutan, 
0. 10,000 ft., on 25 July and secured a specimen. He also collected 
specimens at 7000 ft. in SE. Tibet in April/May with gonads in 
breeding condition. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas from Hazara m the 
west, through Assam to Yunnan, probably br^ing above c, 5000 ft. 
The . species is found in N. Asia and thimigh the Indochinese sub- 
r^on to Fonnosa. 

GENERAL HABITS: Parties, often widely scattered, spend the day 
bn the wing hawking beetles, bugs and omer insects over the valleys, 
or swaging round the contours and crags at phenomenal spe^ 
widi eSortless ease. It is reputed to be one of the fastesft Jliew 
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among birds. The vrings produce a peculiar musical sound as the 
birds hurtle through space. A loud, livdy, shrilly ‘screaming* cry 
is uttered, particular^ whmi a Bode is dispofthm itself in the idr at 
sunset prior to retiri)^ far the night The birds roost in colonies, 
clinging to lou^ row surfaces wittiin fissures erf cliffs, m inside the 
hollow holes of large trees. 

nesting: Unknown. 

nACML CHABACTEBtsTics, MEASUHEMENTS, ETC! In the spocies coudaotita 
the tail feathers are rounded at the tips with the naked shafts projecting Ifice 
spines a few njillimetrer beyond. The race cochtnehinensis (of dte Assam hiBs 
south of the Brahmaputra, etc.) difiers from ours in being smaller and darker, 
with the chin and throat smoky grey instead of white. 

The Fauna gives for nudipes d 9 : Wing 196-209; tail 51-57 mm. 

Iris brown; bill black; legs and feet purplish black; daws black, 


The WniTERin^ED Spinetail Swift, Chaetura sylvaHca (Tidcell) 
also occurs in Silddm. Status unknown. A flodk was observed by 
me hi^ up in the air above Temi on 31 March (19^). Size same 
as (rf uie House Swift. Above, blade with a broad white rump-band. 
Below, chin, diroat and breast greyish brown passing into wmte on 
abdomen and under tail-coverts. The white of the imdeiparts is 
diamostic. 

Hawks insects over forested hillsides and river valleys. 


BLYlirS WHITERUMPED SPINETAIL SWIFT 
Apus pacifious leucom/x (Blyth) 

Cf/pseivs leuconyx Blyth, 1845, Jmtr. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 14 (1): 212 — Deccan. 

F.BJ. 4: S31 
ixiCAi. name: 
size: SpaiTow. 

FIELD chabactebs: Abooe, blackish brown with a broad white 
band across rump. Below, chin and throat whitish; rest of lower 
plumage brown, mottled with black and white. Sexes alike. 

status and habitat; Uncertain. Not met with in Silddm by die 
Survey, nor by Stevens or Meinertzhagen, but Schafer collected a 
specimen at Gangtok cm 11 June. In Bhutan, Ludlow saw it 
frequently between 5000 and 6000 fb in July. He took specimens 
at c. 11,500 ft. in SE. Tibet in June, and describes the Irfid as 
common in summer in the Lower Tsangpo Valley, breeding imder 
eaves of village houses. 

msTBiBtnmN outside sdckim : Summer (breeding), the Himalayiu 
from Munee to Bhutan; SE. Tibe^ Khasia Hills. Winter, south in 
the Indian .peninsula to the Deccan and Malabar. The spedeA Is 
found in E. Ada south to the Himalayas, the northern Inobdhfnese 
subtegioo and S. Japan. Northern bi^ migrate to Australia. : 
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OQiBBAZ. HABITS! I^cal oi the swifts. Grsgarkmsj iceeps in small 
&xdcs whidi hawk wh^ed insects hi the air. 

NBSTiMC : Not recorded in Siiddm. Nis^—a hfdf-<ei]p of tiny twigs 
and rubbish ghi^ together widi die birds* s^Va, attached to ^ 
perpendicular rode simace in defts. In cdonies, but individusfiy 
ana not in a dustered mass or ‘village’ liloe House Swifts’ bests. 
Egg»—2 or 3, white, dongated, about 23X15 mm. 

MCiAX. OHASACraasTics, MBASUBBMENTS, ETC: Sdatfer’s SiUdm ddn (sex?) 
has Wing ld2 mm. H & <3 collected by Ludlow in SE. Tibet give Wing 174, 
175, 181 min.‘ 

Iris dark brown; bill black; legs and feet pale flesh colour; daws darker. 


THE NEPAL HOUSE SWIFT 
Apus affinia nipdmsis (Hodgson) 

Cypselus NipalensU Hodgson, 1836, Jour. AHat. Soc. Bengal 5 : 789— central 

region of Nepal. 


FH.I. 4; 334 

jjDCAi. name: Batasi (Nepali ?). 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD cHABACHEBs: A smoky black swift with white throat, white 
rump, shcHt square tail, and long narrow pointed wings. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not uncommon between c. 4500 and 
6500 ft. from mid-March (Aiita, Gangtok). Not noted betwerai 
November and end Februt^, so presumably spends the winter at 
lower altitudes (in the plains?). In Nepal it leaves die Valley in 
mid-October and returns in early March. 

In the verandas of several of the officials’ bungalows in Gangtdc, 
mud nests of the Striated Swallow (Hinmdo daurica nipedensis) were 
usuiped by House Swifts. Hie surest indication of this, when the 
interlopers themselves are not present, is the untidy ruff of feathers 
with which the swifts invariably bedeck the entrance while lining 
the interior. 

iHSTRiBunoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal, east thro^h the Himalayas 
to W. Assam (Kamrup District). The nominate a^mis is die race of 
peninsular India. The wedes, in many other races, is widely spread 
in Africa, the Middle East, India, the Indochinese and Malaysian 
subrqgioos to the Philimunes, S. Ciffiia, Formosa. 

exMERAL HABITS : Typical swift Gregarious. Flies about at 
great speed throughout die day, hawking winged insects. In die 
evenings, before going to roost disorderly rabbles *b^ htob iq> in 
die heavens in play, utterii^ shrill joyous screams as diey miff around. 

* In their larger mea^iuvments these SE. Tibet birds agree with die nominate 
race, but &i comation are indistingiiidiable horn leucotmx. They were a«"‘gn^ 
by Lack to a new race, A$nu poc^fbus sdUmtOU (1988, JBNHS 55: 180), «ii»w 
gynoiqmiized by Bipiuy wm A. p. kanoi (Tamadima).— SytMgiris Bds. India 
Pftlebtcuau 
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MESTiKC : Season — rApril to July. I cannot find recorded, nor did 
myself come across, any Intimate' or self-built nest colonies or 
Villages* of this swift in Sikldm. The general practice here seems 
to be for individual pairs to take possession of swallows* nests* One 
pair was observed building under the eaves of Arita dak bungalow 
on . n April. Eggs — 2 to 4, white, long and narrow, about 
22X15 mm. 

RACIAL diARACTEBiSTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Diffcrs fiom offinis of the 
plains in being darker, with the crown wholly brown without any trace of 
grey. The Fauna gives for d 9 : Wing 124-134; tail 39-44 mm. 

Iris brown; bill black; legs and feet pinkish brown or purplish black; 
claws black. 


Family Tbogonidae: Trogons 

THE REDHEADED TROCON 

Harpactes erythrocephalus hodgstinii (Gould) 

Trogon (Harpactes) HodgsorUi Gould, 1838, Monogr. Trogonidac, pi. 34 — Nepal. 

Plate 11, fig. 4 (facing p. 96) 

F.BJ. 4: 318 

LOCAL NAME: SakvoT (Lcpcha). 

size: Myna; with long tail c. 7 inches. 

FIELD CHABACTEBs: Mole: Head, neck and breast deep crimson, 
sometimes with traces <rf a white breast-band. Back and upper 
parts chiefly rusty brown. Long, broad, square-ended tail chestnut, 
black and white. Underparts brighter and lighter crimson. 

Female: Head, neck and breast dull orange-brown. Rest of 
lower plumage crimson as in male. In both sexes the white in the 
outer rectrices and wings is conspicuous in flight. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident but .sparse, between c. 2000 and 
6500 ft. (Ehkchu, Singhik, Chungthang, Gan^ok). Affects dense 
evergreen and mixed deciduous and bamboo forest. 

DisTBiBunoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas between 500 ft. 
(duars) and 5000 ft. elevation, from Kumaon through Nepal, Bhutan, 
central Assam hills, and Manipur. Tlie .species extends through the 
E. Pakistan hills, Burma, and Malaya to S. China and Hainan Island. 

GENEBAL HABITS: Entirely arboreal, partially crepuscular, and 
largely insectivorous though it also eats some berries and vegetable 
matter. Rather sluggish. U.sually seen singly or in pairs perched 
upright and silent on a shady branch or stump, making occasional 
fluttering sorties at passing insects. These are captured on the wing, 
as well as picked dff tree-trunks or branches. Silent on the whole; 
sometimes titters a single croak, and also a curious soft mewing call 
In spite of its brilliant coloration, diflBcult to pick out from its dsdtk 
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shadv surroundings until it flies, and p^culady so if sitting with 
the Drown back turned to observer as it has an tmcanny habit of 
doing. 

NESTiNo: Seasan~May to June. Nest — a natural hollow in a 
rotting tree-trunk, or a aeserted woodpecker hole, 5 to 15 ft. lip. 
Eggs^ or 4, buff, spherical, highly glossed, about 29x24 mm, 

RACTAL cnARACTERiSTzcs, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : Specimens collected by 
Schafer in Sikkim measure Wing 4 cTd 146, 148, 155, 155; 4 9 $ 144, 148, 
150, 151 mm. (Stresemann). The race hodgsonii differs from nominate 
eryihrocephalus of $. Burma in being larger, widi a smaller Wing/Bill index 
and deeper coloration. The N£. Assam and upper Burma population (helenae) 
is intermediate between these two. 

Iris dull red to crimson; orbital skin purpli.sh blue; bill lavender blue, blackish 
on culmen arid tips of both mandible.s; legs and feet brownish flesh. 


Family Alcedinidae : Kingfishers 

THE WEST HIMALAYAN PIED KINGFISHER 

Ceryle lugubtis continentalis Hartert 

Ceryle lugubris conUmntaUs Hartert. J900, Nov. Tool. 7: 5.34 — SilrUm 

F.B.I. 4: 248 (part) 

LOCAL name: Ung-ka-zhu (Leipcha). 

size: House Crow—. 

FIELD CHABACTEHS: A laigc, crested, black-and-white kingfisher. 
Male: Aboix, including wings and tail, blackish grey, barred and 
spotted with white. A broad white semi-collar on hindneck. 
Bdou>, white. Flanks and sides of abdomen barred. A prominent 
pectoral band of black spots mixed with rufous-brown. 

Fenude similar, but with under wing-coverts and gvillnrigg (seen 
only in flight) pale rufous-brown. 

STATUS AND habitat: Not common, but frequent — solos or pairs 

on the Teesta River and side streams up to c. 3000 ft. (Singtam, 
Martam), and on (he Rungbong {vide Stevens) up to c. 47w) ft. 
Partial to well-wooded spots where rocky torrentim feeder streams 
join the main river. 

rasraiBimoN oursmE sikkim : The western Himalayas frian 
Kashmir through Nepal to W. Bhutan, locally up to 7000 ft. The 
adjoining E. Himalayan race guttulata stretches from E. Bhutan 
to Assam, E. Pakistan and Burma. The species extends through 
S, China and the northeiti Indochinese subre^on to Japan. 

CSNEBAL HABITS : Bather parochial. Usually seen perched 
silentiy on a well-shaded rock at Ae edge of a stream, erecting Ae 
full crest and jerking up Ae tail £rom time to time. Dives obliqudy 
into Ae water from Ais vantage point to capture its pi^ near Ae 
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surface; does not normally hover in tibe manner the Pied Kingfisher 
of ihe plaips. Foodi mainly fish. Flight: swift and powerful, with, 
ddiberate wing beats, usually low over the water. 

nesting: Not Sf^fically recorded in Sikkim. Season— chiefly 
March-April. Nest-^ horizontal tunnel dug into a stream bank, 
sometimes several feet long, ending in a widened egg-chamber. 
Unlined, but socm becoming strewn with smdly cast-up fish bimes. 
Egg9—4 or 5, white, roundish, about 39 X 33 nun. 



West Himalayan Pied Kingfisher 
About one-fourth 


RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Differs froui tlic adjaceut E, 
Himalayan race guttulata in being paler, with the back and upper wing-coverts 
less blackish. A 9 collected by tlie Sikkim Siuvey measures: Wing 186; 
bill 74; tarsus 15; tail 112 mm. 

Iris brown; bill homy black, pale plumbeous laterally at base and extreme 
tip of lower mandible; legs and feet greenish plumbeous; claws horny brown. 


The following kingfishers have been recorded from the 'Sikkim 
terai" and/or are likely to be met with at the lower elevations and 
in the foothills. 

1. Blyth's Kingfisher, Alcedo hercules Laubmann 

size: Slightly larger than 2 and 3. Similar to them overall but 
crown and nape black, transversely barred ^ith bluish white. 

2. The Common Indian Kingfisher^ Alcedo atthis bengeiemts 
Gmelin 

size: Sparrow +. Blue and green above, transversely barred 
on head witn black and blue. Rusty below. Ear-coverts ferruginovis. 

3. The Assam Bli7E-£AR0> Kxngfisheb, Aicedo menirOing 
Baker 
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ESSE: Sp<itn>w4-. Veiy similar to Z, but with «ar*coverts deep 
blue. 

4. The THimBrcaa) Fobest KmcnsHER, Ceyx erithacw ertihacM 
Linnaeus 

size: Sparrow. Orange-brown, lilac and blue abov^ rusty orange- 
yellow below. A de^ mue pab^ on either side of neck. 

5. The BBOWMBBAnED Stobkkued Kimgfishbb, Pelargopsis capet^ 
ns capmsis (Linnaeus) 

size: Pigeon—. Head brown. Upper parts pale greenish blue. 
Lower plumage yellowish brown or ocnraceous. Enormous blood-red 
bill. 

6. The Indian Ruianr Kincfisheb, Hcicyon conmanda coronumda 
(Latham) 

size; Mvna-f. Overall chestnut-rufous. Lower back and rump 
white mixed with pale blue. 

7. The WKnEBBEAstEo Kincfisheb, Halcyon smymensis smymen- 
sis (Linnaeus) 

size: Myna. Brilliant turquoise blue ab<we, witii deep chocolate 
brown head, neck and underparts. Breast (‘shirt frontf) white. 


Family Mebopidae: Bee-eaters 


THE BLUEBEABDED BEE-EATER 

Nyctyomis athertoni athertoni (Jardine & Selby) 

Merops athertoni Jardine & Selby, 1830, Dlustv. Ornith. 2: pi. 58 and 
text — India = near Bangalore. 


F.B.I. 4: 242 

LOCAE names: Bukay-chara (Nepali); Sang-rhyede (Lepcha). 

size: Myna; slimmer. 

FiEU} chabactebs: a large grass-green bee-eater widi slightly 
curved blackish bill. Forehead, throat and upper breast (including 
recumbent ‘b^ud’ of elcmgated feathers) brilliant pale blue. Rest 
(rf underparts ochro-buS, streaked wim green. Tail square-cut, 
without {Eojecting pin feathers. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Uncoounon. Resident (?) at low devations. 
Recorded in the Rungboog and Teesta Valleys at 1800 ft. in 
September, and 3500 ft in December. Affects secondary evergreen 
fo^hUls forest 

DisTBiBUTiON OUTSIDE siSKiM: The lower Himalayas, iq> to 
c, 5000 ft, from Debra Dun to E. Assam, and most of the hilly 
mixed evergreen biotopes in peninsular India. Also Burma <^d 
ihrou^ the Indodiinese subregion to Hainan Island.' 

craiEBAi. HABETs : Atboieal and entirdy insectivorous. Hupis 
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bees, wasps and other winged insects in the air, sailing gracefully 
back after each capture to its base in die foliage canopy of some 
tall forest tree. Flight: dipping and very baibet-like, a few rapid 
wing beats followed oy a snort glide. Its presence in a forest patch 
is usually revealed oy its harsh guttui^ calls, Jkor-r-r, kor-r-r, 
reminiscent of the poises that preface the kutroo calls of the Lai'ge 
Green Barbet Whm uttering these croaks the ‘beard* stands away 
from the breast and is clearly visible in profile. 

NESTING : Not recorded in Sikkim. Season (elsewhere in 
N. India) — ^April-May. Nest — a deep horizontal tunnel bored in an 
earth bank or cutting. Eggs — 4 to 6, white, roundish, about 
30X28 mm. 

RACIAL cuARAcri'ERiSTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Specimens of tliis bee-eater 
recently collected in Orissa measure: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

3 c? d 136-141 52-56 18-19 127-135 mm. 

2 9 9 135-140 49.5-52 18.5-19 127-130 mm. 

Iris bright golden orange; bill homy brown, grey at chin and on basal half 
of lower mandible; legs and feet pale sage-green; claws homy brown. 


Family Coraoidae : Rollers or Blue Jays 

THE BROADBILLED ROLLER, or DOLLAR BIRD 

Eurystomus orientalis cyardcollis Vieillot 
Eurystomus cyanicollis Vieillot, 1819, Nouv. Diet. d'Hist. Nat. 29 : 425 — 
‘Jes Indes’:=Chandernagor, Bengal. 


F.B.X. 4; 228 

LOCAL NAME: Tak-rel-vong (Lepcha). 

size: Pigeon. 

FIELD CHABACTERS : A dark greenish brown and purple blue-black 
roller widi blackish head and orange-red legs and bill. A broad 
pale blue roundish patch (the ‘dollar; on wings, particularly conspi- 
cuous in flight. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Rare. Obtained by G. E. Shaw in the 
Teesta Valley up to 2000 ft. elevation. Affects heavy secondary 
tropical jungle. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayan foothills up to 
c. 3000 ft from Kumaon through Nepal to Assam and E. Pakistan. 
Isolated races occur in Kerala, Ceylon and the Andamans. The 
species extends ihtxxtgh the Indochinese and Malaysian subregions 
and China to Korea. Also the Philippines and Australasia. 

GENERAL HABITS : Somewhat crepuscular. Sits with feathers 
fluffed out on some exposed tree-top, keeping a sharp look-out for 
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prey on the ground and in the air. Rather lethargic, but capable 
of agile aerial manoeuvres when in pursuit of its quany. Food: 
large insects mostly taken on the wing, dieir cwture facilitated by 
the broadened gam. Also eats lizards etc. CcM: a harsh chak 
repeated at intervals of a second or two, varied occasionally by a 
rapid chuck-chuck-c1mck~chuck. 

nesting: Not recorded in Sikkim territory. Season — March to 
May. Nest — a natural hollow in a lofty tree^trunk, 40 to 100 ft. up. 
Eggs — 3 or 4, white, rather spherical, about 37 x 29 mm. 

RACIAL CHAjiACTEWiiTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : The Fauna gives for d 9 
Wing 178-202; bill 23-26; tarsus 19-20; tail 93-107 mm. 

Iris dajk brown to crimson-brown; bill orange-red or vermilion, blacldsh at 
tip; gape orange-yellow; legs and feet orange-red or coral-red; claws blackish 
brown. 


Family Upupidae : Hoopoes 

THE TIBETAN HOOPOE 


Upupa epops saturata Lonnbeig 
Upupa epops saturate Ldnnl^erg, 1909, Aik. Zool. 5 (9): 29 — ^Kjachta, S. 

Transbaikalia. 


F.B.I. 4: 310 
LOCAL name: 
size: Myna. 

FIELD CHAHACTEBs: A fawn colouTed bird with prominent black- 
and-white zebra markings on back, wings and tail. A conspicuous 
black-tipped crest: full and fan-shaped when erected, falling to 
a point behind the head when folded. Long, slender, gently curved 
bifl. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Probably breeds in N. Sikkim, but definite 
data lacking. I have examined a specimen ( 9 ) in the Chicago 
Museum of Natural History collected at Thangu, 13,000 ft, 21 May 
1931. Schafer procured tlitee males at Lachen, c, 9000 ft, between 
11 September and 12 October, and a fourth specimen, also male, at 
‘Kiang-Lagei', N. Sikkim, c. 16,500 ft (12 October) presumably while 
on passage to their winter quarters at lower elevations and in 4e 
Indian plains. Stevens recoids it as an autumn passage migrant at 
elevations between c, 3500 and 4700 ft. in September and October. 

Ludlow saw it above 5000 ft. in summer throughout Bhutan, and 
took a specimen at 7500 ft on 4 July. 

niSTHiBunoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Simmer (breeding), E. Asia in 
Siberia and Manchuria south to Tibet. The Tibetan facies of the 
high Himalayas from Ne^ and Sikkim to Yunnan. Winter, plains 
in Nepal, Bihar, Orissa, Bengal, Assam, £. Pakistan. The species, 
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in odaer races, dien jumbled and overlai^ing in their winter 
quarters, is found in Europe and Asia, souSi to Africa and 
Madagascar, the Middle East, China, the Indochinese subregion 
and Malaysia. 



Tibetan Hoopoe 
About two-filths 


GENERAL HABITS: Affccts openly wooded country. Walks and 
runs about on the ground wito a quail-like, rather waddling gait, 
probing into the soil with its bill open forceps-wise for insects and 
larvae, worms, etc. The crest is flicked open like a fan from time 
to time. Call: a soft, musical, penetrating hoo-po or hoo-po-po 
repeated in interrupted runs for many minutes at a time. Also has 
some harsh croaks. 

nesting: Not recorded* in Sikkim. Nest^a hole in a tree or 
building untidily lined with straw and rubbish, notorious for its 
filthiness and stench. Eggs—S or 6, white. Size about 26X18 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASDREMENTs, ETC: The TRce sotuTota is Con- 
sidered by many ornithologists to be indistinguishable from typical epops of 
Europe. It i.s just a trifle darker on the liack and wings, .<md more brown less 
vinous on the breast than epops. 

Stresemann measures a series collected by Schafer in N. Sflddm and S. Tibet 
13 d 9 Wing 141-155 (av. 148.4) mm. 

Iris brown; bill brownish plumbeous, paler ({finldsh) Rt base; legs and feet 
brownish plumbeous. 








THIS RUFOUS NECKED HORNBZUL 

FamUy BvcmoTLDAE i Hornbills 

THE RUFOUSNECKED HORNBILL 
Aceros nipdensis (Hodgson) 

Buoeros nipalensis Hodgson, 1829, Astat. Res, 18 (1): 178, 2 jd* — Nepal 


4; 294 

LOCAL name: Kolep (Lepcha). 

size: Vulture-^. 

FIELD characters: Male: Head (with bushy mop-like crest), neck 
and breast rufous, changing to maroon on abdomen, and blackish 
maroon further down. Rest of upper plumage black, glossed with 
dark green. Outer primaries tipped white. Terminal half of long, 
graduated tail white. Heavy hom-shaped yellow bill without casque, 
But grooved with blackish on sides of upper mandible. Cheeks, 
chin and throat unfeatliered, bright scarlet. Naked patch round eye 
bright pale blue. 

Female: All black, but with outer wing quills white-tipped as in 
male, and terminal half of tail also white. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not met with by the Loke-Sdlim Ali Survey. 
Present status unknown. Stevens observed one at c, 1800 ft. in the 
Sikkim Himalayas, and mentions seeing specimens collected in the 
Teesta Valley. Apparently fast disappearing from its former haimts 
and habitat following on the steady destruction of primeval forest 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayan terai and foothills 
up to c. 6000 ft dievation, from Nepal to E. Assam. Cachar, 
Manipur, Lushai Hills, probably E. Pakistan. Fartlier east through 
Burma and the Indodiinese subr^ion. 

NESTING : In the 1870*s Gammie found a pair nesting at Poomong, 
c. 2000 ft. (Darjeeling Dist. ?) in May, in a natural hollow 80-90 ft. 
up in a l^ty Dysoxylon tree. (Hume, Nests and Eggs 3 : 77-79.) 


measurements; The Fauna gives 

Wing Bill Tarsus 

6 6 445-470 215-240 ) 

9 9 434-440 188-200 j 


TaU 

395-458 mm. 


THE GREAT HORNBILL 

Buceros bicomis hotnrai Hodgson 
Buceros hotnrai Hodgson, 1832, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 1 : 251 — Nepal 

F.B.I, 4: 284 

LOCAL names: Homrai (Nepali); Kugrong, Kudong (Lepcha). 
SIZE: Vulture. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: A large black-and-white arboreal bird with 
mormous hom-shaped yeUow-and-black bill surmounted by a 
ponderous looking, concave casque. Face, back and underpairts 
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fiUC&ttOTtOAS 


blade. Wings with tlouble white bars conispicuous io flight Nedc, 
lower abdomen, uin^ and under tail-oovats and tail white, 
last with a broad o^dc subtenninal band. 

Female; similar but with a smaller bfll. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Residoit Not commoD. Sparin^y di^* 
buted in tropical etirergreen forest biotope at the lowmr elevations 
(Martam, Toong, Dik^u). According to Stevens up to at least 
4500 ft in the TeesSa Valley. 



Great Hombill 
About one-seveiith 



Large Indian Pied Hornbill Great HombiU 

About one-d^th 


rasTBiBtmoN ouTsroE suuoM : The lower Himalayas from Kunuum 
through Nepal to Assam and £. Pakistan. The heavy rainfall section 
of the Western Ghats from about Khandala to S. Travanoore. 
gpedes nm^ through Burma and the Indochinese subiegiaa to 
Malaya and Sumatra. 


TBS CABAT ASSAM BAB8KT 89 

cmn^AL HABtrs : Ke^ in pales at small partie$ at 8 to 5. 
Entirdy arboreal and mainly frugivorous, but eats amaW 
mammals, 3roung birds, lizards, etc. Tbe birds seem to possess a 
very fine sense of dinmometer time and travel over reguw routes 
to and £rom their feeding and roosting plaoes day ^ter day 
great punctuality. Plight: slow and heavy with deliberate wing 
beats, the rasping noise of which can be heard over long dis tan t 
across die river valleys. Call: a deep grunt or roar, uttemd with 
nedc and bill upstretched; also a loud reverberatii^ tok. The 
white foreneck feadiers and wing-bands are habitually dyed ydlow 
with the oily exudation of the preen gland rubbed in with the biU. 

nesting: Not specificalfy recorded in Sikkim. Season (W. 
Himalayas) — Mardh-April. Nest — an unlined natural hollow in a 
lofty tree-trunk, 50 to 75 ft. up or highw. The hollow is . walled 
up by the birds using their dung as canent, leaving a narrow slit 
through which the male feeds his incubating spouse. Ihe wall is 
broken down after the young hatch out, and rebuilt after die female 
has released herself in order to assist in foraging for the young 
until they are fledged. Eggs — 1 or 2, white, about 66 X47 mm. 

CHABACTERisTics, MEASUREMENTS, BTC: Ihe Fauna gives iat <S 9 
Wing 500-552; bill 330-375; tarsus 73-75; tail 380-432 mm. 

"Jris cT blood-red, $ pearly white; bill and casque yellow, tinged with red 
at (he tip and with ogange in the middle. In the d the firont and back ot the 
casque are black, together with the ridge oi the bill just in front of the casque. 
In the 9 the back of the casque is red. Boro skin round the eye fleshy pink; 
eyelids black; legs greenish plumbeous’ (Whistler). 


Family Capitonidae : Barbets 

THE GREAT ASSAM RABBET 

Megalaima virens niagnifica Stuart Baker 
Megakrima virem magttifica Stuart Baker, 1926, Bull, Brit, Om. CL 47: 43— 

Machi, Manipur. 

Plate 12, fig. 8 (facing p. 97) 

F.BJ. 4: 107 

UOCAL NAMES: Nyahul, Neoul (Nepali); Kim-nyong (Lepcha). 

size: Myna-f. 

imo auRAcrEBS: A gaudily afloured aiboretd bird, largely 
green, with a violet blue-bl^ head and bri^ scarlet patch 
me tail. Bade maroon-brown; underpaits dive-brovm, blue and 
yellow. A Imge Ungainly ydlow bill Sexes alike. . 

ETATm AND habitat: <k»nmon between 1500 and at least 7000 
devatiah (SingUim, Dik^ Temi^ Dentun, Rindiinpong, 
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CAPlTONlDAfi 


Gangtok). Affects tall evergreen forest on ste^ hillsides flanking 
river valleys. 

DisTMBunoN otJisiDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas from east central 
Nepd to NE. Assam including the Abor and Mishmi Hills. South 
to Cachar, Manipur and Mt Victoria. The adjoining W, Himalayan 
race nwrshdlormn extends into Kashmir. The species ranges 
through the northern Indochinese subregion to China. 

GENERAL HABITS : Entirely arboreal. Seen singly or in small 
parties in summer; often large gatherings of 30 to 40 in winter. 
Keeps to the foliage canopy of tall trees where its coloration 
obliterates it completely. Largely frugivorous, but also takes insects 
including hornets. Very obstreperous: the valleys everywhere re- 
sound with its loud monotonous wailing calls kee-ow, kee-ow repeated 
od nauseam. Flight: noisy, strong and dipping like a woodpeckers 
—a few rapid flaps followed by a pause. 

nesting: Season — ^April-May. Nest — a hole in a tree-trunk or 
upright branch, 10 to 30 ft. up, usually excavated by the birds 
themselves. or 4, white, longish ovals, about 35 X 25 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEAsuREMEN'is, ETC : The W. Himalayan race 
tnarsliallorum is paler and less richly coloured generally, with the pale streaks 
on the hindneck more numerous, forming a co'Uar between hindneck and upper 
back. 

Specimens collected by the Sikkim Survey measure: 



Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

1 a 

145 

46 

30 

98 mm. 

1 9 

140 

49 

32 

95 mm. 


Schafer’s Sikkim skins (4 <S 9) l^ve Wing 137, 140, 147, 147 mm. 
Stresemann remarks (MS. notes) tliat these do not differ from specimens from 
Mt Victoria, thus correcting his earlier verdict* tliat the Mt Victoria population 
is similar to that of Mayrayo, Buima, i.e. typical virens. 

Iris brownish crimson; bill yellow at base, slightly greenish anteriorly. A 
broad horny black hand, c. 5 mm. wide, along ridge of terminal three-fourths 
of culmen; legs and feet olive-plumbeous; claws horny black. 


THE GOLDENTHROATED BABBET 

Megalaima franklinii franldinii (Blyth) 

Bucco franklinii Blyth, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 11 (1): 16T — 

Darjeeling. 

Plate 12, fig. 7 (facing p. 97) 


F.B.L 4: 124 

LOCAL names: Ban-basi, Bagh-basi (Nepali). 
size: Myna. 

FiEU> CHABACTERS : A heav\'-billed, Vhiskereef , grass-green, barbet 
with crimson and bright golden crown, grey ear-coverts and a broad 

* MttteUmgen mts dent Zoolog. Museum in BerUn 34 ( 2 ): 232 — 1040 , 



THE Bi:.UETHBOATED BABBBT 8S 

blade supaxalium from bill to nape. Chin and throat gdden 3'ellow 
with an orange spot at base of bill. Sexes alika 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Less ctHDraon than the Bhiethmated 
Barbet I recorded it only between c. 4000 and 5500 ft cievatiem 
(Dentam, Rindiinpong, Singhik, Chungthang) in the same localities 
and often side by side with the' next, and do not understand 
Stevens's statement that ‘there is practically no overlapping with 
M. asUtiica in any areas of its distribution’. Whe&er the breaking 
areas of the two are distinct as claimed, I am unable to say. 

DiSTRiBimoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The lower Himalayas from Nepal 
to NE. Assam. Cachar, Naga Hills, Manipur and die Indochinese 
subregion. The spedes extends to S. Yunnan and Malaya. 

GENERAL HABITS : Not appredably different from the next qiedes. 
The call, however, is definitely nearer in pattern to that of M. virens — 
peeyu, peeyu etc. — but in a higher key. It is repeated monotonoudy 
for considerable periods. 

NESTING: Season — ^April-May. Nest — a hole excavated in a dead 
tree-trunk or partially rotten branch, c. 5 to 15 feet up. Eggs — 3 or 4, 
white, about 28x21 mm. 

RAciAi. ciiABACTEBisTics, MEASOREMENTS, ETC : A J collected by tile 
Survey measures; Wing 100 (dry); bill 24.5; tarsus 25; tail 62 mm. A good 
series of 12 cf 9 procured by Schkfer in Sikkim gives Wing 86, 100-109 (av. 
103) mm. 

Iris brown; bill black, greyish at base; legs greenish slate; pads dull yellow. 


THE BLUETHBOATED BABBET 

MegdUtima asiatica asiatica (Latham) 

Trogon asiaticus Latliam, 1790, Index Omith. 1: 201 — ^India (^Calcutta 
vide Stuart Baker). 

F.B.r. 4: 116 

LOCAL NAMES: Kattak (Lepcha); Ruturld, Basanta (Nepali). 

size: Myna. 

FOELO CHARACiERS: A dumpy, heavy-billed, grass-green bird with 
verditer blue chin and throat. Base of bill surrounded by oonspicuoos 
bristly ‘whiskers'. Forehead crimson, then yellowish, followed by 
a black band across vertex. Crown behind this crimson, with a 
black streak on either side running back to nape. A short supercilium 
and feathers round eye verditer blue. A crimson spedc at base of 
lower mandible, and a crimson patch at base' of throat cm either 
side. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Commtm at low elevations and up to 
c. 6500 ft. (Ran^mi, Singtam, Martam, Jeluk, Chungthang, Daitam, 
Gangtok). Affects well-wooded countiy. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : The lower Himalayas from Kashmir 
to N^. Assam. Assam, Bengal. The species ranges Arou^ the 
hidodilBese subregion to S. China. 

GENERAL HABns: Aihoieal. Mainly fru^vorous, but alto eats 
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mantises and 6ther 4aige insects, whacking them limp against the 
pemh before swallo^ng. The monotonously related caHs, 

Kt^^wa, kutroo etc., larei almost indisnngtiishable from diose of the 
more familiar Grec^ Barbet of pemnsvlax India, but somewhat 
higher in mtch. Ai soon as one Dird commences to call, another 
within earsnot chimts in and the duetting is kept up for a consider* 
able time. 

nesting: Season^ — ^April to June. Nest — ^the typical borbet-hole 
excavated in a dead tree-trunk or decaying branch, 5 to 25 ft. up, 
When in a horizontal branch, the entrance hole is on the underside. 
Eggs — 3 or 4, whiter about 28X21 mm. 

RACIAL cWABACTKittSTics, MEAsiffiEMENTs, ETC; Two .(^ o collected by the 
Sikkim Survey measure Wing 103-104; bill 27-28; tarsus 26.5, 26.5; tail 64- 
67 xnm. 

Sch^ers Sikkim skins (2 o?) give Wing 101, 103 mm. 

Iris reddish brown; 6ne rim round eye brownish salmon; bill pale greenisli 
horn. Terminal half of culmen and tip of lower mandible homy black; legs 
and feet sage green; daws homy plumbeous. 


Family Inbicatobioae : Honeyguides 

THE TELLOWBACKED HONEYGUIDE 

Indicator xanthonotus xanthonatus Blyth 
Indicator xanthonotus Blyth, 1842, Jour, Asiat. Soc, Bengal 11 (1); 116— 

Darjeeling. 

Plate 12, fig. 9 (facing p. 97) 


F.BJ. 4: 131 

I.OGAX. NAME : 

SIZE : Sparrow. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : A spaiTow-Uke olive-brown bird, with a rather 
stout finch-like bill, ana glistening orange*yellow forehead and 
cheeks. Middle of bac^ pure yellow, lower back and rump orange-, 
yellow, clearly seen when the bird sits, as is its wont, with the win^ 
partly drooping at the sides. Upper tail-coverts and tail blackish 
brown. Under tail-coverts black, scalloped paler. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Exceedingly rare* Not recorded from 
Sikkim more recently than about 1876/9. The old Sikkim skins hi 
th? British Museum were collected in October, December, Februaiy, 
Martdi and April, but bear no indication of altitudes or any other 
data. Ihe species is included and illustrated here mainly in order 
to elicit move information from observers. 

DisTRiiicmQN outside SIKKIM: The Himalayas from Nepal to 
Bhutan at elevations between 5000 and 900Q ft ' The adjacent rtoe 
fxfdei^f retraces it in the W. Himalayas, lyestward to Hazara in 


TSB SFBCK1.BD »XC:I7£ET; ft? 

NW. JPalcjstaii. Tbs ajpedes occurs also in Ibe N«^ Hills wid! 
N. Btiima. Veiy rai» usd spcBadic dtroughout its nutgo. 

OBNSxut Bu^mrs: Frsotic^y notiuuB rec(»fded ia India. . Iit jl&ioa . 
al|M species are known to laigMy on wdz finnn Ine ccanbs of 
wild bees, in addttion to tbe laivae. The bird proOuTM il^se by 
enticii^ a honey-eatiitg ratd or than into following its nbi^ Cty 
as it deliberately flits in front bom tree to tree in the fooe^ finally 
leadh]^ them up to the comb and profiting by the remnants 
after it has been taken. In India dus habit has not been observed, 
but the frequency with which- the bird b found in the vidnity of 
diSs where rodc-bees have their combs, suggests diat its food here 
may also be the same. 

NESTiNc: Unknown, but believed to be biood-perasitio upon 
baibets and woodpedcers, as it is in Africa, la3dng its white eggs 
within their nest-holes. 

BACui. cHABACTEMsiics, MEAsinucMBNTs. ETC: Hie Fainu gives die 
measurements as : Wing 6 <S 92-96, 9 9 82-83; Ml 8-9; tarsus 13-14; tail 
56-61 mm. 

‘Iris brown; orbital skin pale green; bill yellow, ashy at tip; legs and feet 
pale greenish homy’ (Stoliczka). 


Family Picidae: Woodpeckers 

THE HIMALAYAN SPECKLED PICULET 


Picumnus innotninatus innominatus Burton 
Pictanrua innominatus Burton, 1836 (1835), Proc. Zool. Soc. London (3): 
154 — ^Himalayas =Sikldm 


F.B.I. 4 : 92 

LOCAL NAMES: Wi-wi (Nepali); Dang-chim (Lepcha). 

sizB: Sparrow—. 

FDOJO taiABACTBRS: A tiny woodpedcer with short, soft, rounded, 
bladc-and-white tail. Mde: Above, forecrown blade and orange. 
A broad white siroerciliom from bdiind the eye. Sides of head and 
nech whitish, with a dark moustachial streak. Upperparts ydlowish 
olive'jgroen. fidoto, ydlowish white with bdd blade spots coalescing 
into bm on the p^teiior flaidcs. 

Female: Similar but with the whde crown concnlorous widi die 
bade. 

stAtus AND habitat: Oocuts eqi to. o, BOOO ft. devatftm where 
Schfito obtained specimens (Gangtok) in January, February and 
Mailed Aileds tropical mixed Bamboo forest, e.g. at Diki^u, 
Sf w g tem . and Toni' whence 1 hXve s%ht records. Also Sinjj^ 
(Stoves^. 

msxniBOTiiHt ooT$n>B siKxuu: <>nbd Niq^ east throu{^ Bhtitan 
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to Assam north of |frahmaputra River; Khasia HiUs. The adjoining 
W. Himalayan race simlaeruHs stretches (possibly) from W. Nepm 
through Kumaon to Hazara, The species is also found in SW. India, 
the Vizagapatam 0hats, and E, Pakistan, and ranges over the 
Indochinese and Malaysian subregions. 

GENEKAL HABITS: Kecos Singly or in pairs, mostly in the large 
hunting bonds of lea^ warblers, small babblers and other insectivorous 
birds, amongst which it is apt to be overlooked. Runs energetically 
up and dowii or around the thin outer branches of saplings ana 
shrubs in short jerky spurts, tapping on the bark now and again. 
Actions reminiscent of a nuthatch. Call: a sharp, squeaky spit, spit 
frequently repeated* Also a persistent little drumming on wood 
br-r-f-r-r at regular intervals. 

nesting: Scason^April-May. Nest — a tiny hole drilled in a 
hollow bamboo or rotten branch, 3 to 15 ft. from the ground. Eggs — 
4, white, blunt ovals about 15X12 mm. 

BAdAi. CHABACTEiasl'TGS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC; The W. Himalayan race 
sitnlaensis has a somewhat larger wing. It is paler generally and less yellow 
above. Four specimens collected by Schafer in Sikkim have Wing 3 d d 56, 
50, 58; 1 9 57 mm. 

Iris brown or reddish brown; bill dark slaty black or plumbeous, paler at 
tip; legs and feet dull plumbeous. 


THE RUFOUS PICULET 

Sasia ochracea ochracea Hodgson 
Sasia ochracea Hodgson, 1830, Jour, Asiat, Soc. Bengal 5; 778 — Nepal. 

Plate 12, fig. 4 (facing p. 97) 


F.B.I. 4: 95 

LOCAL names: Sasya (Nepali): Chin, Chin-pho (Lepcha), 

size: Sparrow—, 

FiEr..D characters: A diminutive, dumpy, stub-tailed bird very 
unlike the conventional woodpecker. Dew rufous and olive overall, 
with a short white superdlium. Male difiers from female in having 
the forehead rufescent golden. 

status and habitat: Not uncommon, though easily overlooked, 
up to c, 6500 ft elevation (pikchu, Singhik, Gangtok). Affects mixed 
secondary scrub and bamooo jimgle. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas from Garhwal to 
NE. Assam. Replaced by the race reichencwi in Assam south of 
Brahmaputra River, Manipur, Lushai Hills and E. Pakistan. The 
extends through the Indochinese subregion to S. China and 

Malaya. 

general HABITS: Active and restless. Flits about in dense 
secondary growth, clinging to and spiralling jerkily up bamboo culms 
and stems of shrubs and looping creepers, tapping with its bill like 
a nutiiatdb. Sometimes hops amongst dwris of decaying bamboo 
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stems and mulch on the gtmmd with its absurd little tail cocked 
up like a wren's* Stuart Baker describes its call as 'a querulous 
miniatuie of Its larger brethren, uttered both in flight and when 
climbing^. 

nesting: Season — March-Apiil. Nest — a tiny hole drilled in a 
decaying hollow bamboo, at fairly low heights* Eggs— 3 or 4, white 
roundish ovals, about 16X13 mm. 

BACiAi. CHAiiACTEBrsTics» MEAStTBEMENTS, ETC: reiohmowi differs from 
the Sikkim population in being much paler and less olive above, with orange- 
rufous underparts against deep ferruginous in ochracea. 

A specimen (9) of ochracea recently collected in NE. Assam measured: 
Wing 54; bill 13; tarsus 13.5; tail 21 mm. Two Sikkim 6 <S in the Schafer 
collection have Wing 54, 54 mm. 

Iris red; orbital skin crimson in c^, pale magenta in 9; bill: upper mandible 
blackish plumbeous, lower mandible grey, paler at tip; legs red, yellowish red, 
dull orange or greenish brown' (Baker), 


THE NORTHERN RUFOUS WOODPECKER 

Micropternus brachyurus phaioceps Blylh 
Micropternus phaioceps Blyth, 1845, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 14 (1): 195 — 

Arrakan. 


F.B.i. 4: 63 

LOCAL name: 

SIZE ; Myna. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : A chcstnut-Tufous woodpccker, narrowly 
cross-barred with black on upper parts, wings and tail. The pale- 
edged feathers of the throat produce a scaly or scalloped effect. A 
crescent-shaped crimson patch of feathers under the eye distinguishes 
the male from the female. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: A bird of the lower elevations. Cammie 
found it breeding in the Teesta Valley at c, 2000 ft.; Schafer obtained 
specimens at Gangtok c. 6000 ft. (January and Februaiy), which is 
probably the ceiling of its altitudinal range. Affects mixed second- 
ary and bamboo jungle. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal and the E. Himalayas 
Chiefly foothills) to NE. Assam. E. Pakistan, W. Bengal, Orissa, 
Burma. The adjoining race humei extends westward from W. Nepal 
through Kumaon to ^out Dehra Dun and Naini Tal. 

The species has a wide range over the Indian Union and Ceylon, 
and the Indochinese and Malaysian subregions to Hainan. 

GENERAL HABITS : Typical of the woodTCckers; solitary or in widely 
s^arated pairs, and usually quiet Feeds largely on tree-ants 
{Cremaiogaster spp.) and thw eggs and pupae, digging into their 
carton-like nests with its bill Also eats other grubs and insects, 
and is fond of the pulp of various wild Fid, and flower nectar. 
Call: a high-pitched, ouick-repeated keenk-kmnhheenk, very like one 
of the more familiar screams' of the Common Myna. 
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nesting: S^oyon^April to JuAef. Ne^ — a hole excavated in the 
ball*shaped carton i$ests of tree-ants tip in the branch^, str^iiig^y 
enough often even when occupied and swarming with the ferooiqns 
insects. That the adults and hatchlings are immune from the attadics 
of the owners is p^ably due to the smell of the ants acquired by 
the birds through 6ldse association and feeding on them. 
white, unglossed, about 26 X 20 mm. 

HAdAX. CHABACTEALS'^cs, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Th© westem rac© hufiwl 
somewhat larger and and with a longer bill. 

Schafer's Sikkim examples measure Wing 2 d d 124, 125; 1 $ 128 mm. 

Iris brown or reddish brown; bill dark horny brown, paler and more 
plumbeous-green at base of lower mandible; legs and feet dull brown or 
greenish brown. 


THE ASSAM BLACKNAPED WOODPECKER 

Ficus canus gyldenstolpei Baker 
Picm canua gyldenstolpei Baker, 1918, Bull. Brit. Orn. Cl. 39: 19 — Sadiya, 
N. Lakhimpur, Assam. 


F.BX 4: 15 

LOCAL NAME: Mong-chok (Lepcha). 

size: Pigeon—. 

FIELD CHABACTEais : A typical woodpecker with stiff, wedge-shaped 
tail and stout chisel-pointea bill. Mme: Above, forehead and fore- 
crown crimson. Supercilium grey, bordered above by a black line. 
Hindcrown, crest, and nape maclc Upper parts dark green, tinged 
with bright yellow on rump. Tail largely black. Belcnv, chin and 
throat greenish grey, with a black line from lower mandible down 
each side of throat. Rest of undexparts dull yellowish olive-green. 

Fenude: Entire forehead and crown black; otherwise more or 
less like male. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Fairly common up to c. 6500 ft. 
elevation (Rangpo, Dikchu, Rinchinpong, Gangtok). Affects mixed 
evergreen and oamboo forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: From central Nepal east through 
Assam and south to the hill tracts of E. Pakistan and the Assam- 
Burma border. The adjoining race sanguiniceps stretdies westward 
Bnom central Nepal to the Punjab Himalayas. The species is very 
widespread — ^from N. and C. Europe east through Transcaspia to 
China, Japan, SE. Asia. 

c^CNERAL HABITS : Keeps in pairs which foUcnv cme another among 
the fore^ trees, clinging to the trunk with their specially adapted 
feet and supported by ttie stiff tail pressed against it like th© mird 
leg of a tt^d« The birds tap on the bark from time to time 
they woA their way upward in short jerky spurts, in order to 
st^pede insets lurkmg within the crevices, or to discover the hidden 
pupal galleries of wood-boring beetles. The long wonH'^like tongue. 



THE LAECB Y E LI. O W N A B ED WOODDECEER 91 

of a '^bod^pedcer caii be* ^boit Out fat' beyond file bffl. It'pofsesses 
a beany b^ed tip bv which die ^bs are deewbred out of tbeit 
holes, 71u$ raiee^es auto feeds <»i ants for whidi . it often d»M»nds 
to the ground. Termites we dug out of ant hflls, and in addition 
it takes various berries and floiyer nectar. 

NESTOto : Season — ^April*May. Ne9t-—& hole bored more or less 
vertioally down in a tree-trunk, 5 to 25 ft from tiie ground. It may 
be 6 itumes or more in depth, and ends in an expand^ egg-chambor. 
Eggs— 4 or 5, white ovals, measuring about 29x22 irtm. 

BAotAL CHARACTBRiSTics, MEASVReMENTs, BTC: ' Diffen from soniuitdcepa 
ol the western Himalayas in being more yellowish golden in colour overall, 
and also somewhat smaller in the wing. The Sikldm Survey specimens (2 9$) 
measure: Wing 141-150; bill 30.5-38; tarsus 27.5-29; tail 90-102 mm. 

Scfaiifer's Silddm skins give Wing 1 d 136; 2 9 9 140, 149 mm. 

Iris crimson-lwown; bill homy black, plumbeous at gape; legs and feet 
plumbeous with sU^t olive tinge; claws homy brown. 


THE LARGE YELLOWNAPED WOODPECKER 

Ficus flaoinucha ftavinucha Gould 
Picut fiaoimeha Gould, 1834 (1833), Proc. Zoo/. Soc. London (1); 120 — 

Darjeeling. 

Mate 12, fig. 6 (facing p. 97) 


F.BJ. 4 : 23 

LOCAL NAME: Mong-kli-ong (Lepcha). 

size: Pigeon. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: A large ydlowish green woodpedeer with 
rufous-banded dark brown wings and goldm yellow nuchal crest 
Bright yellow chin and throat; rich brown foreneck, streaked wRh 
white. 

Female similar but with chin, tiiroat and lower chedcs brown 
instead of ydlow. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident Fairly conuntm up to c. 7000 ft 
(Rangpo, Siimtam, Martam, Dikehu, Lingtam, Temi, Kewzing, 
Gan^k). Affects tall tree forest, often surrounding dd cultivation 
clearings on hillsides with boles of dead trees standing or strewn 
about 

rrisTRlBimoN outside snooM: Nepal, Bhutan to Assam; Manipur, 
Bihar, Qzis^ W. Bengal, E. Pakistan, Burma. The species extends 
tiirc^h the Indochinese subregion to S. Chiiui and Malaysia. 

'THKERAL HABITS: Goes about in separated pairs or scattered 
family, parties of 4 or 5, commonly in loose association with various 
toadas oi droi^os. disturbed and flying oS utters a rid) 

rather Ufce drat gf the Blade Woodpedeer (Dryocopm), but 
hnn loud and niote musical. 

';MESTnin: Sesfon-rMtuch to May. Nest— the usual hole and shaft 
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excavated between 19 and 20 ft up in the trunk of a tree. £ggp--^ 
or 4^ white broad ovals about 29 X 22 mm. 

BAcsAL cBARAcmd^tics, MEAStmEM£MTs» ETC: The adjcinmg W. 
Himalayan race kumaofiknsis is larger and paler. 

Specimens collected by the Survey measure: 




Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

1 

d 

m 

43 

32 

116 mm. 

1 

9 

170 

37 

29 

117 mm. 


Four 9 9 in the Schftfer Sikkim collection have Wing 160, 100, 168, 171 mm. 
Iris brownish crimson; bill pale bluish groy, darker at gape and base and 
ivory-white on tips of both mandibles; legs, feet and claws plumbeous. 


THE EAST HIMALAYAN SMALL YELLOWNAPED 
WOODPECKER 

Picus chlorolophus chlorolophus Vieillot 
Picus chlorolophtis Vieillot, 1818, Diet. Nouv. d'Hist. Nat 26: 78 — ^Bengal. 

r.B.i. 4: 17 

LOCAL NAME: 

size: Myna+. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: Male: AbooB, forehead, superdlia continued 
to meet at nape, and moustadiial streak, crimson; crown olive-green; 
nuchal crest golden yellow. Upper plumage bright yellowish green. 
Wing-quills largely green and maroon-red. Tail brownish black with 
the central feathers edged bronze-green. Below, chin and throat 
brown barred with whitish. Breast olive-brown; rest of underparts 
barred brown and white. 

Female: Crimson of head restricted to a short broad line from 
behind the eye to nape. Otherwise like the male. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Fairly common at low and 
moderate elevations up to c. 6500 ft. (Sihgtam, Martam, Dentam, 
RinchinpKmg, Gangtok). According to Stevens to at least 5000 ft, 
in the Rungbong Valley. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM ; The lowcr Himalayas from E. Nepal 
to Assam and E. Pakistan. The adjoining W. Himalayan race 
$imlae occurs from central Nepal westward to Chamba. The 
species is found in India, Ceylon, the Indochinese subregion to S. 
China and Malaysia. 

GENERAL HABITS i Typical woodpecker. Often keeps amongst the 
mixed hunting associations in forest, erf drongos, minivets, flycatch^ 
and other insectivorous birds. Its call is described as a loud qma 
uttered at Intervals, in addition to a wide range of the characteristic 
woodpecker trills. It also drums on wood. Food: grubs and insects. 

nesting: Season — April-May. Nest — ^the usual woodpecker hole 
in a dead or decaying tree-trunk, c. 2 inches in diameter, flik 
horizcmtally in for a couple of inches then turning down into a vertical 
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shaft up to a foot or more, widening at the bottmi. Eggs^ to 5, 
white broad ovals, about 24x19 mm. 

BAdAi. OHABAcmasTics, MEASUBSMEMTs, ETC: W«Bt Himiilayao birds 
(simlae) are somewhat larger and more brownish on the breast. 

A 9 collected by dre Sikkim Survey measures : Wing 133; bill 30; tarsus 24; 
tail 93 mm. A SchMer d has Wing 128 mm. 

Iris brownish crimson; bare skin round eyes slaty plumbeous; bill: uppor 
mandible and tip of lower homy brown. Upper mandible at gape and 
basal portion of lower mandible pole green; legs and feet greenish plumbeous; 
claws brown. 


THE HIMALAYAN GOLDENBACKED THBEETOED 
WOODPECKER 

Dinopium shorii shorii (Vigors) 

Picua shorii Vigors, 1832 (1830-31), Proc. Zool. Soc. London (1): 175 — 

Himalayas. 

Plate 12, fig. 1 (facing p. 97) 


F.B.I. 4: 74 

lOCAL name: 

size: Pigeon—. 

FIELD CHABACXEBs: A golden-backed woodpecker widi crimson 
crown and occipital crest, crimson rump and black tail. Hindneck 
black, continura forward as a black stripe to behind eye. A 
prominait white supercilium to nape. A broad white band down 
each side of neck. Black moustachial streaks continued as a double 
line down centre of throat, with the intervening space pale brown. 
Below, breast and undeiparts fulvous, boldly scooped with black. 

Femde; Like the male but with forehead and forecrown brownish 
black; crown and occipital crest black with lone white streaks. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Rare. Evidently confined, as in Nepal, to 
the t^ai and low foothills up to c. 2000 ft. ASects tall forest, 
deciduous as well as tropical evergreai. 

DismBunoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM : The Himalayas from Garhwal and 
Nepal to N. Assam; Manipur, £. Pakistan. The species extends to 
Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS : Typical woodpecker. Nothing specifically 
recorded. 

NESTING : Not recorded in Sikkim. Nest — ^the usual tree-hole. 

BACiAi. cHABACTUiusTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: In this woodpecker the 
hallux (first digit oi iimer hind toe) is absent. Ihe Fauna gives for d 9 Wing 
146-162; bill 32-36; tarsus 23-24; tail 95-103 mm. 

Iris brown to crimson; bill dark slaty or blackish; legs and feet plumbeous 
or greenish biovm. 



THE |»ALEH£ADED WOODPECKEB 

Geci^w granHa grantia (McClelland) 

Picu9 (Chrysonotus) grantki McClelland, X840 (1839)^ Ptoc* Zoo/. Soc. 
London (7): 165 — Asfiam. 


4: 27 

LOCAL, name: Kahter (Lepcha). 

size: Myna+. 

FIELD CHARACTEHS : Male: Above, forehead and sides of head pale 
golden olive-brown; sides of neck, and na^, golden olive-yellow. 
A patch on crown crimson-pink. Rest of upper plumage dull 
crimson, including secondary wing-quills. Primaries brown, barred 
with buff. BeloWi chin and throat dull olive-yellow merging into 
dark brownish olive of rest of underparts. 

Female similar, but lacking the crimson-pink patch on crown. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not common. Met with up to c. 3000 ft. 
elevation in the Teesta Valley (Rangpo, Singtam, Martam) in 
secondary mixed bamboo jungle. This biotope, between c. 1500 and 
2500 ft., is the richest in wo^peckers both as to numbers and 
species. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : E. Nepal, Bhutan to Assam; 
Manipur, E. Pakistan, Chin Hills. The species ranges through the 
Indoc^nese subregion to S. China. 

CENERAL HABITS: A noisy woodpecker, usually seen in pairs on 
bamboos for presence. Its contact call is a nasal chaik-chaikrchiuk- 
chalk,, 5 or 6 times in succession, commencing loud and slow, 
increasing in tempo, becoming fainter and fading off towards the 
end. It also utters a loud, harsh castanet-like ratUing kereke-kereke- 
kerekS-'kereke, reminiscent of a tree pie or Blac&hroated Jay— 
evidently a sign of agitation or concern. 

NESTING : Season — ^April-May. "Nest — n hole in a rotten tree- 
trunk, 5 to 20 ft. up. EggsS, white ovals about 26X20 mm. 

KACiAL cHAiUcrEBiSTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : The Fauna gives the 
tneasuremenis (<J 9) as; Wing 128-134; bill 24-27; tarsus 23-24; tail 79-86 mm. 

Iris reddish brown; bill bluish ivory, pale plumbeous at base; legs and feet 
olive; claws horny brown. 
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THE GREAT SLATY WOODPEOKEB 

MuUeriphus pulverulentus mohun 
Mulhripieta fwlverulentui mohun R^ey, 1950, Prac. Biol. Soc. Wm^^ngton 
63: 103-^Jaina Ghat, Bhed River, W. Nepal. 

Plate 12, fig. 5 (fadng p. 97) 

F.B.I. 4 : 86 (part) 

LOCAL name: 

SI 2 SB: House Crow. 

FIELD CHABACrESs: Overall ashy slate-gr^ with a short broad 
crimson moustadual streak. Chin, throat and foreneck huffy yellow. 

Female: Similar, but without the crimson moustadie. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Evidently rare and confined to the heavily 
forested tracts of the terai and foothills, up to o. 2000 ft. elevation. 
Little is specifically known concerning its status in Sikkim, and its 
inclusion and illustration here are largely in order to elicit informa- 
tion from observers. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: From the U.P. terai and foofiiills, 
east to Assam north of Brahamaputra River. The species ranges 
through Assam east to the Indochinese and Malaysian subregions. 

GENERAL HABITS*. UsuoUy gocs about in parties of 4 to 6, firing 
high above the tree-tom in labouring, dipping, noisy flight. Its loud 
intriguing calls sound like something between the bleating of a goat 
and thebaridng of a dog, and can be heard a long way off. 


THE RUFOUSBELLIED WOODPECKER 

Hypopicus hyperythrus hyperythrus (Vigors) 

Pious hyperythrus Vigors, 1831 (1830-31), Proc.. Zool. Soc. London (1) : 

28— Himalayas (restricted to the Eastern Himalayas by Hartert, 1912). 

F.BJ. 4: 80 

LOCAL name: 

size: Bulbul. 

FIELD CHABACTEBS: Practically uncrested. Mole; Above, fordiead 
white; crown and nape crimson. Upper plumage to rump broadly 
baired black and white. Wings and tail black, largdy spotted and 
bailed with white. Bdow, chin gtey; throat; sides of neck, and 
undaparts bright chestnut Under tw-coverts pale crimson. 

F&aude: Crown and nipe black, spotted with white; c^erwise 
like male. 

STATUS AND HASTTAT: A h^h-elevation woodpether, resident 
between c. 8000 and 13,500 ft. altitude, sometimes lower 0dult 
Lachen, Lachung, SingaUla Ridge, Changu). Affects pine and 
rhododtrodron forest 

mSTsmimoN outside sockim: E. Kumaon, Nwal, Bhutan and 
fiHOvy^CHit the £. Himalayas to NE. Assam; Caouur, Naga Hills, 
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Manipur. The adjobiing W. Himalayan race tmtrshaUi extends from 
Kumaon to Kashmir. The species ranges to Bunna, N. Thailand, 
Indochina, China, Korea. 

GENERAL HABITS : A quiet, silent woodpecker, usually single, some- 
times in separated pairs, working fairly high up on large tree-trunks. 
Heinrich observed that often the female aEo drums on wood. 

NESTING : Season — ^April-May. Nest — ^the typical woodpecker hole, 
excavated 15 ft. or so up in a tree-trunk. jEggs‘— 4 or 5, white, 
about 23X17 mm, 

RACIAL cttAEACTEWs'ncs, MEASUREMENi's, ETC*. Thc adjacent W. Himalayan 
race marshalli is larger, with tlie crimson on the head of the male more extensive. 

Sikkim skins in the Chicago Museum of Natiural History measure: 



Wing 

BUI 

Tail 

1 6 

118 

24 

76.5 mm. 

1 9 

115 

23 

69 mm. 


Two collected by Schafer have Wing 6 122; 9 116 mm. 

Iris reddish browii; upper mandible black, lower greenish yellow; legs 
blackish grey (Ripley). 


THE CRIMSONBREASTED PIED WOODPECKER 

Dendrocopos cathpharius cathphcmm (Blyth) 

Picus (Dendrocopus) cathpharius ‘Hodgson’ =: Blyth, 1843, Jour, Asiat. Soc. 
Bengal 12 (2): 1006 — Darjeeling. 


F.B.L 4: 37 

LOCAL NAME : 

size: Bulbul—. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: Male: AbovCy back and tail black (with outer 
rectrices barred white) as in the Darjeeling Pied Woodpecker (p. 97). 
Crimson of hindcrown and occipital crest extending to whole of 
sides of neck. Below, also streaked with black like aarjellensis, but 
darker and more fulvous. A diffuse crimson patch on breast. 
Under tail-coverts edged and tipped with crimson. 

Female: Like male, but with the entire crown black. Sides of 
neck whitish, faintly tinged crimson. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Has obout the same altitudinal range as 
dariellensis — ^mainly 6000 to 10,000 ft. According to Stevens between 
5000 and 6000 ft. in the Sikkim Himalayas, and unlikely as low as 
3000 ft A specimen collected by him at Lingtam, c, 6000 ft., is in the 
Chicago Museum of Natural History^ However, Schafer obtained a 
laige series in Sikkim in practically every month of the year from 
c. 2000 ft (June) to 13,000 ft (10 December to 9 April): Dikchu, 
Manshitang, Gangtok, Lachen, Tnangu. F, N. Betts observed it near 
Laohung at c. 7000 ft in May. 

msmiBtmoN outside sikkim: From Nepal through Bhutan and 
S£. Tibet to the Assam hills north of Brahmaputra River. The Assam 
hills south of this river, and Manipur, are occupied by the race 
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pyrrho^horax. The secies extends thuongh the Indochinese sub- 
legion to S. and W. China. 

GENE»AL HABITS ; Not appreciably different from the Daneeling 
Pied Woodpecker ^elow). 

niESiiNG; Season — April-May. Nest—ihe typical woodpecker 

hole in a tree-^trunk. Eggs — 2 to 4, white^ about ^Xl7 mm. 

nAciAL cHABACT£RisTics» MEASUREMENTS, ETC: In the Assam race pyrrho* 
thorax the male has the under tail-coverts, breast and a broad gorget on 
foreneck crimson. 

A 9 collected by the Survey measures: Wing 102; bill 18; tarsus 17; 
tail 00 mm. Schafer s Sikkim series giv<^ Wing 8 d d 97-103 (av. 99.8); 5 9 9 
100- lOS (av. 101.0} mm. (Stresemann). 

Iris brown or reddish brown; bill pale plumbeous, darker on culmen and 
tip; legs and feet plumbeous or greenish phunbeous (Fauna). 


The Fulvousbreasted Woodpecker, Dendrocopos macei tnacei 
(Vieillot), was not met with in Sikkim by the Survey, and apparently 
neidier by Schafer. According to Stevens it occurs in the Rungbong 
Valley up to c. 3500 ft, and has been obtained in the Teesta Valley 
at c, 2400 ft 

RECOGNITION: Sizc, c, Bulbul. Distinguished from the Darjeeling 
and Crimsonbreasted Pied Woodpeckers by its back being transversely 
barred with white instead of all black, and underparts only spotted 
on the breast instead of boldly streaked throughout 


THE DARJEELING PIED WOODPECKER 

Dendrocopos darjellensis darjellensis (Blyth) 

Picwt (Detulrocopos) darjellensis Blyth, 1845, Jour, Asiat. Soc, Bengal 14 (1): 

196 — Darjeeling. 

Plate 12, fig« 2 (facing p. 97) 


F.B.I. 4: 36 

LOCAL name: Sadyer-mong-prek (Lepcha). 

SIZE : Myna. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : fiack entirely black. Middle tail-feathers 
black; outer barred with white. Hindcrown red in male; black in 
female. Lower parts yellowish fulvous, streaked with black. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: A high-elevatioD woodpecker. Not un- 
common between c. 6000 and 10,000 ft even in winter (Kewzing, 
Chiabhanjan, Singalila Bldge, Lachen, Lachung, Karponan^. 
Meinertzhagen obtained it at Thangu (c. 13,000 ft.) in November, ana 
Schafer in the same locality in July. Affects pine and rhododendron 
forest 

DistnxBUTtoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Fiom central Nepal eastward 
through Bhutan and SE. Tibet (Himalayan facies), and N. Burma. 
The species extends to Tonkin and W. China. 

7 
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GSENBBAI. HABITS: IHunte high up On treeit mt^lrs as ai 

blanches amongst the canopy foliag^ jFrequendy in die twfy^ asso^ 
dations of small insectivorous birds; singly or in pairs, Also 
for food on decaying storm-blown trees lying prone in forest 

NESTING: Seoson^April-May. Nest — ^me typical woodpecker hdb 
in a tree-trunk in dense forest E^s—Z to 4, white, about ^XZOxam^ 

RAdAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, KTC: A .Specimen (<J) ooHeoted 
by the Silddm Survey has Wing 127 mm. 

SdiMer’s Sikkiin series gives Wing 2 dd 124, 127; 6 $ $ 124-131 
(av. 126.5) mm. 

Iris reddish brown to crimson, orbital skin slaty grey; bill plumbeous, 
blackish on u|^>er mandible; legs and feet dull green or greenish plumbeous; 
daws homy. 


THE PIGMY PIED WOODPECKER 

Dendrocopos conicapillus semicoronatus (Malherbe) 

Picus semicoroiiatus Malherbe, 1849 (1848-49), Bull. Soc. Hist. Nat. Moselle 
5 : 22 — Himalayas = Darjeeling. 


F.BJ. 4: 49 

liOCAL name: 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD cauRACTEBs: A Small bladc-and-white woodpecker. Male: 
Above, forehead and crown ashy brown; short oodpitm crest scarlet, 
surrounded by blade. A broad whitidi superdUum from behind the 
eye continued as a wide band down sides of neck. Upper bade 
black; wings, lower back, and rump black broadly barred wi& 
white. Vpp&r tail-ooverts and two central pairs ca tail feathers 
blad^ lateral tail feathers more or less barred with white. Bdow, 
chin and throat whitish streaked with ashy. An ashy moustachial 
streak on either side. Rest of lower plumage fulvous brown streaked 
widi blade. 

Female: Like male, but scarlet of hindcrown replaced by black. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common at altitudes under c. 5000 ft. 
(Rangpo, Singtam, Martam, PakyoM, Rindiinpong). Schafer ditained 
a qpedmen at Penlom La, c. 600U ft. (March), Affects open oak 
forest and secondary jungle. 

DssTBiBUTioN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Bhutan to N. Assam. The adjoin- 
ing W. Himalayan race mitchelUi ranges westward from Nepal 
dHOUgh Kumaon to Murree. The species extend through toe 
Indotminese and Malaysian subregions to China, Korea, Formosa, 
Hainan^ 

caaiEBAL HABCTS: A Silent and unobtrusive little woodpecker, 
keeping in pairs, usually in assodation with the mixed hunting 
parties of Mnall insectivorous birds. Creeps up, around and undm: 
dm slender branches and ard twigs in tdl trees as wdl as loW 
dmibs, tapping on (he baik sofdy from time to time. Actions 



. THs hbdsabsd ba'y: woodpbCkeb B9 

B ipi^tch's. Eats small insects and grabs; also dm pulfi of 
various fruits. CaU: a feeble, mousy clim-r-^-r. Also drums on 
wood. 

NBartMC: Season — ^Anril-May. Nest — a shaft, a few inches in 
depth, bored in a thin branch, 15 to 35 feet from the ground. In 
hcniBontal branches the tiny entrance hole is on the tmderside. 
Eggs — 4 or 5, white, about 18x14 mm. 

HACiAi. cHAHAcmasTtcs, MEASUBEMENTS, ETC: Th« adjacent Nepal and W. 
Himalayan race mitcheUM differs in having scarlet of the hiudciown confined 
as a streak on either side. Sjoedmens collected by the Sikkim Survey measure: 

Wing Bill Tarsiis Tail 

5 (J d 84-88 14.5-16.5 15 16 40.5-46 mm. 

1 9 88 15.5 14.5 45 mm. 

Iris biscuit-coloured or greyish brown; bill homy brown, plumbeous on about 
basal two-thirds of lower mandible; legs and feet olive-plumbeous; claws homy 
brown. 


THE REDEABED BAY WOODPECKER 

Blythipicus pyrrhotis pyrrhotis (Hodgsem) 

Picus pyrrhoHs Hodgson, 1837, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 6: 108 — Nepal. 

Plate 12, fig. 3 (facing p. 97) 


F.B.I. 4: 55 

LOCAi. NAME: Fi-iiig (Lepclta). 

SIZE: Pigeon—. 

FIELD CHABACTERS: Overall aspect barred rufous and black. A 
scarlet band on nape extending to sides of neck bdiind the ear- 
coverts. Prominait greenish yellow bill. 

Female: Like the male but without the scarlet nape band. 

STATUS AND habitat; Not met with by the Sikkhn Survey, and 
evidently uncommon. Schafer dbtained two specimens at Gangtok, 
c. 6300 ft in December, and F. N. Betts observed it at Dii^u, 
c. 2000 ft, in May, in dense evergreen forest, feeding in the higher 
brandies of some tall Ficus dastioa trees. In the Chicago Museum 
of Natural History there are two specimens from Lingtam and 
Chungdiang respectively. 

DiSTBiBtmoN ouTsms SIKKIM : Ftom Central Nepal east through 
Assam, Manipur and the Lushai Hills to E. Pakistan and Burma. 
Fardier, it occurs through the Indodiinese subr^iem and Mala)m to 
S£. China and Hainan. 

GENERAL HABITS: Keeps to dense evergreen seoemdary jungle 
sit^ly or in pairs, sometimes hunting on tree-stumps and fiulen l^s 
a tevr inches above ground level. CrM: a loud, far-carrying chatter 
frequently rmested. 

MEsrnNC: No record for Sildchn* In Assanu season — ^May-June. 
Neri — the typioal woodpecker tree-hde, 3 to 10 feet from the ground 
in hea\dly wooded ravines etc. Egg»— 2 or 3, white, . about 
30 X 22 mm* 
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AAOAi^ cKABACTEmsTics, MEASUREMENTS^ ETC: The Chicago sldns HUeiMfiire; 



Wing 

Bill 

Tail 

1 6 

145 

51 

85 mm. 

1 9 

147 

51 

85 nun. 


Stevens gives the measuretnents of his Sikkim birds as : 6 6 Wing 145-148; 
bill (from feathers) 47-48, 9 9 Wing 146-149; bill 45-48 mm. Stresemann 

found tlie wing range in 10 examples, 6 9 , from Mt Victoria to bo 146-157 mm, 
Schafers Gangtok skins, 2 9 9, have Wing 137, 145 mm. 

Iris (9) reddish brown; bill yellow, greenish yellow at base of lower 
mandible; legs and feet blackish brown (Ripley), c? Tris dull crimson; orbital 
skin olive-brown , , (Robinson & Kloss). 


TICKELL^S GOLDENBACKED WOODPECKER 

Chrysocolaptes luciclus guttacmtatus (Tickell) 

Picus guttacristatus Tickell, 1833, Jour, Asiat. Soc. Bengal 2: 578 — Jungles 
of Borabhum and Dholbhum. 


F.B.I. 4: 78 

IjOcal name: Tashi-on-bau (Lepcha). 

size: Pigeon. 

FIELD CHARACTEBs: Superficially very similar to the Himalayan 
Thneetoed Goldenback (Plate 12, %. 1) sex for sex, and may be 
easily confused witli it. Its chief ditterentiating feature is the pattern 
of the five narrow black throat stripes: two each from eiAer cheek 
converging on sides of tliroat, wim the fifth down centre of chin 
and foreneck. Cheeks, chin and tliroat white. In addition it has 
the normal four toes, all strong and well developed. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common in forested valleys and foot- 
hills countty up to c. 5000 ft. (Rangpo, Singtam, Dikchu, Martam, 
Dentam, Rinchhipong). 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: E. N^al to As.sam; N. Andhra, 
Bastar, Orissa, W. Bengal, E. Pakistan. T^e adjoining W. Himalayas 
to Garhwal are occupied by the race sultaneus, while a thfrd, 
chersanesus, occurs throughout the W. Ghats. The species ranges 
through the Indochinese and Malaysian subregions to the Philippines. 

GENERAL HABITS: Usually met with in noisy pairs or family 
parties. Food, flight, etc. typical of the woodpeckers. Catt: a 
distinctive tinny laugh' or ‘scream'. 

NESTING: Season — March to May. Nest — ^the typical woodpecker 
hole in a tree-trunk, 5 to 15 feet from the ground. Eggs— 4 or 5, 
wMte, about 30 x 22 mm. 

racial CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : The west Himalayan 
mdianeus is larger, with a comparatively larger bill. Chersonesus of the W. 
Chats is smaller and more olive-crimson on the back. 

A 9 collected by the Sikkim Survey measures: Wing 173; bill 
tarsus 30.5; tail 88 mm. Another 9 in Schafer' s collection has Wing 
172 mm. 



THE NEFAl^ COI^t^AHED BROADBIEL 


ME 


Iris orange or fawn; bill horny brown or blaclc^ ]>lttinbeotis at gape 

and base of lower mandible; legs and feet greenish plumbeous; daws homy 
brown. 


FamUy Eurylaimidae : Broadbills 

HODGSON’S, or THE NEPAL, COLLARED BROADBILL 

Serilophus lunatus rubropygius (Hodgson) 

Raya tuhropygia Hodgson, 1839 (January), Jour. Asiat, Soc. Bengal 8: 36 — 

No locality = Nepal. 

Plate 13, fig. 6 (facing p. 144) 


F.B.I. 3: 470 

LOCAL names: Rai-suya (Nepali); Rab-kyul (Lepcha). 
size ; Bulbul. 

FIELD characters : A sluggish, arboreal, ashy grey bird with a 
short recumbent crest overhanging the nape. Lower back chestnut 
Wings black with contrasting chestnut, blue, and white markings. 
Tail black with the lateral feathers white- tipped. Prominent yellow 
sta'n round eye. 

Female similar but with a demi-gorget of white-tipped feathers 
on either side of neck. 

status and habitat: Evidently rare and confined to the lower 
elevations and foothills up to about 3500 ft (Singtam, Martam). 
Found in mixed secondary tree and bamboo forest. 

distribution outside SIKKIM : Nepal eastward to E. and S. Assam; 
Manipur, Chittagong Hill Tracts, N. & W. Burma. 

general habits : Arboreal and somewhat crepuscular. Small 
partie® of 5 to 10. Active in the mornings and at dusk, but also 
hunting lethargically during the day. Stupidly confiding, even after 
being fired at Takes insects off the branches and foliage of trees in 
ungainly but agile, fluttering sallies. Does not Jump from branch to 
branch but uses its wings to make short flying nops. Its notes have 
been described as 'a soft, rather musical whi^e and a low oWr-r-r, 
uttered both when sitting and flying". 

nesting; Setwon— May-June. Nest — a bulky, untidy ball ot 
coarse grass and weeds bound together by blade hair-like roots, with 
a round lateral entrance overhung by a porch. Lined with broad 
bamboo or grass leaves; draped on the exterior with smders" egg- 
bags etc. and an imtidy "beard" of loose material dancing below. 
Nest suspended by a min attachment from a branch or bamboo 
twig, normally 5 to 10 ft, up, almost invariably overhanging a trickle 
or pool in a ravine, and very conspicuous. Eggs — 4 or 5, white, 
tinged with pale creamy pink or daret, usually spedded with minute 
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SUB Y1.AZM1DAJC 


^isddish brown or potplish blade dots, more densdy at ^rbad 
end. Size about 24X18 mm. 

BACiAL CRARACTEKISTIKS. MEASURRMENTS, BTC: 11 Specimen* of this mb* 
species, 6 9 , recently odlected by Dr Bipley and myself in the Mishmi Hills 
(NE. Assam) measure: jWing 82.^88; bill 15-16.5; tarsus (1) 20.5; tail 65.5* 
71 mm. 

Iris brown; orbital shin brigdu yddow; itpper mandible blue widt pale 
edges and tip; lower immdible blue at base, ydlowish green onCgonys; legs 
and feet brigdit yellow'im green; claws plumbeous. 


THE LONGTAILED BBOADBILL 

Psarisotniis ddlhomiae dalhousiae (Jameson) 
Eurylaimus daUiomiae Jameson, 1835. Edinburgh New Phti. Jour. 18: 

389— N. India. 

Hate 13, fig. 5 (facing p. 144) 


F.B.I. 3: 472 

zoCAi. NAMES : Rai-i (Nepali); Dang-mo-mith, Dang-mit-pho 
(Lepcha). 

size: MynaH-. 

FIELD CHABACTEBS: A showy grass-green arboreal bird, with a 
lon^h ^aduated tail largely bright blue above black below. Bright 
yelfow diin and throat, iwoduced in a collar broken behind, fte 
black crown with an oblong yellow spot on either side, and a bright 
blue patch in the centre^ make its identity immistakable. A white 
patch on black underside of wings prominent in flight Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not uncommon at elevations between 1500 
and 6500 ft. (Singtam, Martam, Fenlom La, Gangtok). Affects ever- 
green forest on hillsides. 

DISTRIBUTION ouTsms SIKKIM : The Himalayas from Kmnaon 
(Mussooree) tluough Nepal and Bhutan to E. Assam; Manipur, 
(^tti^ong HiU Tracts, Burma, Thailand. The species stretdies to 
Indochina and Malaysia. 

GENEBAL habits: Arboreal; s(x:iable. In flocks of 15 to 30 moving 
about in the foliage canopy or middle storey in forest, in irregular 
follow-my-i«ider fashion from tree to tree. Fli^it silhouette from 
below, uptight stance when perched, and method of fluttering in 
front eff sjNigs to take insects, all very reminiscait of the minivets 
(Pericrocatusf though achems much more sluggish. Like Hodgson's 
Broadbill, tame and confiding often to the point of stupidity, even 
after sev«al eff a flock have been shot. Fooc?; ordiopterous insects, 
ants, bugs, cateipillars, and spiders. CaU: a distinctive sharp, thin 
whis^ ttmatf, tseeay repeated 5 to 8 times in quick sucxiessiem. 
Obse hunting asscxtiition between this species and (he Haircrested 
Dreotgo (Dicfurus hottentottua) was frequently observed in Sllddin, 
the mxmgos swoopins upon any moths or other winged insects 
dislodged fiom die foliage by the fluttering broadbills. 



tBB PITTA 103 

mssibik;: May-Juhe. wdl xoada peaT>dhas>^ 

IKmtdi m bamboo ^(hes, grass, nxjts, moss, and ctec^^ stems elid. 

a T^ed 'beard' hanging from die bottom, and deocnated cm 
the , outside with spidms' egg^ags, scraps of gr^ moss etc. Sm- 
ptatdei by a ^in pliant attachment 6 to 30 ft. up hom tnees umatty 
oveihangtog streams in wooded ravines. £gg»-^ or 6, racNde, 
white to sahncm-pink blotched with pale bric^-red, brick-pink or de^ 
rich red-brown, and secondary lilac-grey markings. Size about 
28x20 mm. 

lucm. CKAajuncBisTics, measubbmbnts, etc: The Sikkhn Surv<^ sped' 
laens measure; 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

1 103 21 28 124 mm. 

3 9 9 103-105 215-23.5 275-30 123-130 mm. 

Width of bill at foreliead fnostrils) e. 15 mm. 

Two adults (sex?) collected by Schsfer have Wing 104, 106 mm. 

Iris khald; bill sage green; upper mandible bluish at gi^; underside of 
lower mandible pinldsh orange at dbin and basal two-thirds, blu^ green at 
tip; fine dm round eye greenish yellow; legs and feet sage green; claws homy 
blade. 


Family Pittidae: Pittas 

THE BLUENAPED PITTA 
Pitta nipalensis (Hodgson) 

Paludicola nipalensis Hodgson, 1837, Jonr. Aslat. Soc. Bengal 6; 103 — Nepal. 
Plate 13, fig. 7 (facing p. 144) 


F.B.I. 3: 444 
ux»z. name: 
size: Myna+. 

FIELD csaABAcnERS : A dumpy, stub-tailed bird, largely blue and 
greenish brown above; plain fulvous below. Tail brown, tinged widi 
green. Nape and hindneck blue. 

Fenude: General colour cd head duller rufous; throat whitidi. 
STATUS AND habitat: Occuts ^maiindy in the foothills and up to 
e. 65G0 ft. (Gangtck) where Sdi3^ coUected specimens in January, 
Februaiy and March. Gammie found it breeding at c. 5000 ft. ta 
June, Affects dense secondary tropical jxmgle. 

lasTBiBcmoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The lower Himalayas from E. Nepal 
to metreme E. jA^am, Amam„ Manipur, Chittegemg Hfil TraoU, 
N. Buima. The :^iecie$ eztsnds to Tonkin. 

GBNEBAL HABITS : Almost eartiiely terrest ri al. Keeps singly under 
slmibbery, digghag into the soft eanh or mulch wifti ^ stout bfil Icnr 
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alaudidae 


inseds, worms, lizards and other small animals. Fnsresses in very 
long hops, like a rat in a hurry, and at a fleeting gumpse may be 
misteken for one. Ventures on to the edge of mths through forest 
in the early mornings and at dusk, when ^o may be heard 
its loud, ringing, dauole-noted whistling calls. In low flight from 
one thicket to anodier, silhouette very like a watethen's (Amemromis). 

MESTiNc; Season — May June. Nest — a large oblong domed 
structure like a Rugby footodl, of bamboo leaves, coarse roots and 
grass, widi the entrmrce at one end. Placed on the ground in the 
base of a bamboo clump or other bush, or a few feet up in the forking 
branch of a tree. Eggs— 4 or 5, glossy china white sparsely spotted 
wiA reddish brown and lavender grey. Size about 30X 23 ram. 

RACTAL CHARACTEmsTics, MEASUREMENi's, ETC : The Fauna gives for d 9 : 
Wing 116-129; bill 22-26; tarsus 51-59; tail 61-68 mm. Three 9 9 collected by 
Schafer in Sikkim have Wing 122, 126, 127 mm. 

Iris brown; eyerim pale salmon; bill homy brown, paler at tip; legs and 
feet brownish flesh; daws paler. 


Family Alaudidae : Larks 

Larks are ^ain-coloured brown birds with streaked or scalloped 
upper parts, ^ey resemble the pipits but are squatter in build and 
have shorter tails which are not wagged up and aown. They live in 
scattere^d flocks in open country gleaning their food — seeds and 
insects — on the ground. 


THE TIBETAN SHORT-TOED LARK 

Calandrella acutirostris tibetana Brooks 
CalandreUa tibetana Brooks, 1880, Stray Feathers 8 : 488 — ^Tibet. 

F.B.L 3: 328 

ixtCAi. name: 

size: Sparrow. 

FIELD OHAHACFERS: Abooe, greyish sandy, streaked with blackish. 
Tail blade with central feathers pale and die two outer pairs laigdy 
white. Below, white suffused wiui brown, widi a few blackish streaks 
on breast and a dusky patch (m dther side of lower neclc Sexes 
alike 

In the non-breeding season the chief characteristic of short-toed 
laiks is ^ enormous flocks in which they live. 

STAivs AND babitat: The Tibetan Plateau facies of N. Sflddm, 
15,(XX) to 16,500 ft;, altitude, where Sduifer obtained a good settes, 
indtidiog juveailes, m July and August (Gyagcmg, ‘Kiang-LageiO. 
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jDzsTBiBtmoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Summer, the Tibetan Plateau from 
about the longitude of Mt Everest eastward to Kilku Nor, The 
western (nominate) race stretdies over Kashmir, (Ladakh ?)', 
Ai^hanistan to Iran. WirUer, the Indo^Gangetic Plain and East 
Pakistan. 

GENERAL HABITS; Terrestrial. Highly gregarious in the non- 
breeding season, keeping in large flocks on migration and in its 
winter quarters. Affects bleak smngly and stony wastes, sharing its 
abundance here with Homed Larks. Feeds on the ground on setds 
and insects, and is especially partial to the damp margins of bogs. 
In courtship display the male stmts around the female with tail 
cocked up between drooping wings, like a cock sparrow. Occasionally 
he also soars wanderingly a few feet up in the air, singing a feeble 
disjointed "song' — ^mostly stmng-out repetitions of the normsu call note 
tfree, 

NESTING: Season — ^June-July. Nest — a cup-like depression in the 
ground under a diminutive stone or bush, neatly lined with grass 
and wool; often entirely felted with the latter. Eggs — ^normally 3, 
greyish white faintly stippled with pale brown, more densely at ihe 
broad end. Size about 22x16 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERLSTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Differs from the western 

race acutirostris in the greater extent and purer white in the tail feathers. 

A large scries collected by Schafer in N. Sikkim, including juveniles, in 
July- August and October. Adults measure : Wing 7 6 6 91-95 (av. 93.4); 
3 9 9 87, 87, 93 mm. 

Iris brown; bill yellowish horn, blackish on culmen and tip; legs and feet 
brownish flesh; claws darker. 


The Rufous Short-toed Lark, Calandrella cinerea dukhunensis 
(Sykes), was not met with by the Survey between November and 
April, when it was presumably away in its winter quarters in the 
Indian plains. Its status in Sikkim is indeterminate. In SMtember 
and October (1870), Blanford recorded it 'in large flocks or several 
hundreds' in N. Sikkim — at Yumthang (12,000 ft), Mome Samdong 
(15,000 ft.) and Phalung (16,000 ft). 

In the hand this species may be readilv differentiated from 
acutirostris by the fourth wing primary (from outside) being 
appreciably shorter than the first three. In acutirostris all the first 
four primaries are of about equal length. 


The Skylark, Alauda mvensis Linn. Tibetan : CJho-mo; Nam-che. 
Col. R* Meinertzhagen obtained a male from a small flock at Tbangu 
(13,100 ft) on 19 November (1925) belonging to the grey, round- 
winged form inopinata Biancm. Wing 109 mm. Also a specimen 


* Meinertzhagen considers Ladakh birds to be tibetam. 



Ai.Ai;n>ii>AE 

4 ^ &e mtber simitar but smatler gt^tdo at Dentam (4500 i^) on 
9 January (1926). ftTing 68 mm. Tne status bf tiiis imieo^ <in 
Silaldm is uncertain.'; The ^larks have a peculiar fluttering 
by which dxey rise high up in the air remaining practically statioimry 
on rapidly vibrating; wings and singing sfUrit^y for long unbrolcen. 
periods. 


THE TIB^AN, or ELVinSS’S, HORNED LARK 

Eremophila dlpestrts dwesi (Blanfcad) 

Otocorts elwesl Blarifc^, 1872, jour. Aaiat, Soc. Benged 41 (2): 62 — Sikkbn. 

F.BJ. 3: 310 

LOCAI, name: 

SIZE : Bulbul. 

FIELD cHARAcrEB^: Mfte: Above, fcwchead white. Face boldly 
marked black and white. A pointed black hom-like tuft on either 
side of crown. Upper plumage dark-streaked vinous or pinkish gr^- 
brown. Tail bla^, marginra wiA white. 'Below, white, washed 
with vinous on flanks and breast. A broad black gorget or breast- 
band. 

Fenude only differing in details. 



Tibetan, or Elwes’s, Homed Lark 
About one-half 

STATUS AND HABITAT: A hardy high-elevation lark, resident at 
15,000 to 16,000 ft. in the Tibetan fades of N. Sikkim (Gyagong, 
'lUang-Lager’). Blanford obtained it at 18,000 ft. (Donglda La) in 
S^itember. Seldom descends as low as 10,000 ft. even in severe 
winters. A sudden spdl of freaki^ weather v^, however, force some 
individuals down to unusually low elevaitions temporarily, (e.g. 
Chungthang c. 5000 ft, 18.1.1953). 

msTBiBUTioN ouTsmE SIKKIM : The Tibetan pliUieau eastward to 
at least the upper reaches the Yangtse Rivm:. The larger, longer- 
biBed western race longirosMs adjoins it, stretching to Kai^unk 
nprdi to the Karakorams; Afghanistan, Baluchistan. In many other 
races the i^ecies is spread practically over die entire Holatntio 
Regiom " 



THE CALAKBRA 


Wt 


' HABITS : Keeps, in pairs ox soattexed fiocks^ often Jaige 

pz^ in the season, to bleak stony hillsides and barren 

vdndswept plains dotted with scanty tufts of grass and furze 
*be^ehogs^ Buns dbop:t on the ground In «hoKt spurts {poking 
s^tm am Insects. In the breeding season die male has a feeble 
squeaky song of seyetal di^oihted stiophes, of rather the volume and 
quality <rf a leaf warblers song. It is delivered from a perck 
gehmmly on top of a rode. A single occasional note pep^ uttered 
m Is reminiscent ci the Crested Lark’s. 

nesting: Season— May to July. Nest — a cup-like d^re^sdon in 
the ground lined widi grass, roots, wool* etc. under shelter of a 
tiny bush or stone; sometimes quite unprotected. Sggst— 2 or 3, 
yefiowish stone or yellowish grey, minutely spedded with taown, 
more densely at die broad end. Size about 24 X18 mm, 

luciAL CHARACTERISTICS, MRASURiSMENTS, KTC : In fresh pluiiiaae eia>e«l has 
the upper parts darker and warmer-coloured than the western race longltosPis, 
The nape and back are a deeper pink, and the bill smaller— *13*15 mm. against 


15-19. 

Specimens collected by the Sikkim Survey and Dr Biswas at Chung th a ng 
from a flock which sudd^ly appeared following heavy snowstcams at the high^ 
altitudes (18-26 January 1953) measure: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

6 cf cf 117-123 (av. 120.3) 12.5-15 22-23 78.5-87 mm. 

1 9 110 13.5 22 73 mm. 

All of Sch&fer’s skins colkjcted in July have the wing tips too frayed for 
accurate measurement, while his October specimens are moulting the outer 
primaries. 

Iris brown; upper mandible horny black, lower plumbeous, brownish at tip; 
legs, feet and soles of feet and swollen pads under each joint of toes greyish 
white, daws dark homy brown. 


Col. R. Meinertzhagen obtained 2 specimens (cf) of the Long* 
BILLED Calandra Lark, Melonocorypha maxima maxima Gould, at 
Yumthang, 11,650 ft., on 7 December (1925). They were feeding 
on some flat ground near the Lachung River. This is typically a bird 
of fll-drained bogland in the high Tibetan Plateau facies. 

Recognition ; Size Bulbul but heavily built; with a thick bill and 
relatively short tail, Above, greyish- and rufous-brown, the feathers 
da^-centred. Conspicuous white and rufous sui^rdlium and ohe^. 
Wing quills brown; secondaries broadly white-tipped, showing as a 
white band on trailing edge of wing. Tail brown, broadly edged 
and tipped with white. Below, dull white, sometimes with a tew 
brown spots on sides of upper breast (broken collar). 
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HIRUNDINID AE 


Family Hirundu^ae: Swallows, Martins 
^HE EASTERN SWALLOW 


Hirundo rustica guttundis Scopoli 
Hirundo gutturalh Scopoli^ 1786, Del Flor. et Faun. Tnsub. 2: 96 — New 
Guinea, errore =s^Panay, Philippines. 


F^x 3: 241 

LOCAL NAME : 

size: SpaiTaw+. 

FIELD CHAKACTEES: Abooe, glossy Steel blue with chestnut fore- 
head. BelotOy throat chestnut bordered by a broad blue-black breast 
band. Rest of lower plumage creamy- or pinkish-white. Typical 
deeply forked black 'swallow' tail, all but the central pair of feathers 
with a white patch clearly visible when the bird banks in flight. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: In Summer (breeding) up to c, 6500 ft. 
elevation (Gangtok, Arita); in winter mostly down in the warm 
valleys and plains. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Svmmer: Throughout the Himalayas 
east of Kashmir, and on into NE. Asia. Winter: Eastern India; Indo- 
chinese and Indomalayan subregions. 

GENERAL HABITS: Gregarious. Keeps to the neighbourhood of 
human habitations and cultivation. Hawks dipterous insects on the 
wing, boA high up in the air and whilst skimming over the surface 
of land or water. In Gangtok town and bazaar it is a familiar sight 
to see numbers of swallows shooting up and down at liigh speed 
close over the road surface in pursuit of midges and flies, twisting 
and dodging their way in amongst mules, loiterers and other obstacles 
with the utmost dexterity and confidence of safety. Breeding 
preliminaries commence in March when birds take possession of 
traditional sites within bazaar shops and dwellings, perching on 
brackets, wall clocks and the like, and twittering spiritedly an arm's 
length above the heads of noisily haggling customers! 

nesting: Season — May to June/July. Nest — a deepish saucer of 
mud-pellets reinforced with grass and straw. Fixed near the ceiling 
against a rafter or under the eaves. Eggs— 4 to 6, white, dotted and 
speckled with reddish- or purplish-brown, more densely at the broad 
end. Size about 19x14 mm. 

RACXAX. CHARACTEBiSTtcs, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : The majority of Sikkim 
birds appear to have the blue-black pectoral band unbroken in the middle, a 
character on which Stresemann separated this population from gutttfraUs with 
which it is otherwise identical in size of wing and relative length of outermost 
tail leathers. Some examples of gutturalis also have the pectoral band unbroken, 
and recent reviewers have synonymised his omhigua with that race, an action 
with which 1 agree. 

Four adult d 6 collected by Schafer at Gangtok in June (breeding season) 
measure Wing/Outer tail 115/91, 120/82, 120/93, 120/95 mm. 

Iris dark brown; bill black; legs and feet black. 
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THE HIMALAYAN STRlAtED SWALLOW 

Hirwndo daurica nipdlensis Hcx^on 

Htimdo tUpalensis Hodgson, 1836, J<fur. Mat. Sac. Bengal 5: JtSO— Nepal. 

F.B.L 3 : 250 

LOCAL NAME: 

size: Sparrow. 

field chabactebs: Above, glossy de^ blue, including wings and 
deeply forked tail, A chestnut half-collar on nape (usually rooken 
in the middle), and pale rufous rump. Below, fulvous white, coarsely 
streaked with blackish. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common and widespread, breeding at 
least to elevations between 5000 and 7000 ft (Arita, Gangtok, 
Pemionche); perhaps higher. Largely migratory in winter (to the 
peninsular Indian plains), returning again to the old nests, March/ 
April. 

DiSTBiBunoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Simmer (breeding) : The Himalayas 
from Kulu to Sikkim and SE. Tibet. The sMcies is very widely 
distributed in S. and E. Europe, N. Africa and Asia. 

GENERAL HABITS : Similar to tliose of the Eastern Swallow. In 
enormous flocks on migration and in its winter quarters. Not 
gregarious when nesting, then usually seen in pairs or famfly parties 
based on verandas and living rooms of rest houses and residential 
bungalows. In April 1955 tliere was an occupied nest in the Dewan's 
office in Gangtok. The pair of owners flew in and out freely aU 
day long regardless of the noise of the telephone and typewriters 
and the bustle of chattering clerks and visitors in the low-ceilinged 
little room. The building was shut up every evening after office 
hours and not opened again next morning till well after sun-up, so 
that the birds had to co-ordinate their daily chores closely with the 
working hours of the Govemm«it Secretariat! 

nesting: Season— April to July. Nest— a. retort-shaped structure 
of mud-pellets with a tubular entrance, and with the bulbous em- 
chamber lined with feathers. Stuck flat against the ceiling in me 
comer of a room or veranda; sometimes on cliff overhangs. In the 
latter situations occasionally in small colonies. Eggs — 3 or 4, pure 
white, measuring about 21x14 mm.' Often two successive broods 
are raised, and both sexes share all the domestic chores. 

RACIAL cHADACTEtusTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Tliis Himalayan race differs 
from the more familiar er^hropygia of peninsular India in having the striations 
on the lower plumage much broader and coarser, and not merely fine shaft- 
streaks. 

Five aduh d $ collected by Schafer in Gangtok (June) give Wing 111, 112, 
114, 117, 118 (av. 114.4) roui. 

Iris dark brown; bill, legs, feet and clnivs blackish brown. 
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HltlUNl>INXl> A£ 


THE KASHMIR HOUSE MARTIN 

Delichon urbica cashmerienm (Gould) 

Chelidon aishmeriensis Gould, 1838, Froc, 2^ol, Soc. London: 536— diLashmir. 

F.BX 3: 228 

LOCAL name: 

size: Sparrow. 

FIELD CHARACi'ERS: Differs from the next (Delichon nipalensis) in 
the tail being deeply forked instead of square-cut, and the under 
tail-coverts white instead of black. Sexes alike. 

STATOS AND HABITAT: A bird of higher elevations than the Nepal 
House Martin, recorded in Sikkim between 9000 and 16,000 ft. 
(Lachen, Thangu, Yumthang, Gnatong, Gyagong). 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas from Chitral and 
Kashmir through Nepal, Bhutan and Tibet to W. China. In winter 
at lower levels and sporadically also in peninsular India. 

GENERAL HABITS AND NESTING : Similar to those of the Nepal House 
Martin. 

MEASUHEMENTS : Sikkim specimens in die Chicago Museum of Natural 
History measured by rac have Wing 2 d (S 100-102; 2 9 9 99-101 mm. 

Eight adult d 9 obtained by Schiifer at Thangu have Wing 96-107 (av. 
100.2) mm. 


THE NEPAL HOUSE MARTIN 

Delichon nipalensis nipalensis Horsfield & Moore 
Delichon nipalensis Horsfield & Moore, 1854, Cat. Birds Mus. E. 1. Co. 

1 : 384 — Nepal. 



Nepal House Martin 
About two-thirds 


F.B.I. 3: 230 
LOCAL name: 
size; Sparrow—. 

FIELD characters: Afooue, induding ear-coverts, wings and the 
short sqiiare-cut tail steely black. A broken white collar on hind- 
neck. Rump conspicuously white. Below, chin and throat dull 
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blade; under tail-covats glistening black. Rest oi lower plumage 
whit^ including die feadiered legs and feet (‘stodcings’). Sexes alike. 

STATUS ANb habitat; Resident at moderate elevations. Recorded 
between c. 1000 and 6500 ft. at all seasons (Rangpo, Martam, Dikehu, 
Shamdong, Singhik, Rangeet Valley, Dentam, Rinchinpong, Chung- 
thang, Gangtok). Loose nocks hawking above forested river valleys. 

msTBiBunoH OUTSIDE siKXiM : The Himalayas from Kumaon 
(Naini Tal) to £. Assam; Cachar, Manipur, N£. Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS; Typical swallow. Highly sodable, espedally 
when nesting. Small loose parties — sometimes large gatherings of a 
hundred or more — ^ily about 100 to 150 ft. up, hawking tiny winged 
insects above stream valleys and the flanking mllsides and cultivation 
terraces. Flight swift and gracdul — a tew rapid wing strokes 
followed by an effortless glide with agile turning, twisting, and 
banking movements. 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim. Season — ^probably as else- 
where, April to June. Nest — an inverted bowl of mud pellets, rein- 
forced with grass etc. and lined with feathers, with a narrow slit 
near the top for entrance. Stuck imder a rock overhang on an 
inaccessible diff, efften from fifty to several hundred nests dose 
together in a colony. Eggs — 4 or 5, white, measuring about 
18X13 mm. 

UACIAL cHABACTEHLSTics, MEASUHEMENTS, ETC: Specimens collected by the 
Sikkim Survey measure: 



Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

1 d 

92 

7.5 

11 

38.5 mm. 

1 9 

92 

8 

11 

37 mm. 

1 o? 

96 

7-8 

11 

39-41.5 mm. 


Iris brown; bill homy black; legs and teet (showing through ‘stockings ) 
brownish ilesh; claws pale horny brown. 


FamUy CAMPEPHAcroAE : Cuckoo-Shrikes, Minivets 

THE BROWNBACKED PIED FLYCATCHER-SHRIKE 

Hemipus jHcatus capitedis (McClelland) 

Muscicapa capitalis McClelland, 1840, Proc. XoqI, Loiulon: 157 — (Assam). 

F.B.I. 2: 307 
LOCAL name: 
size: Sparrow +. 

FIELD characters: a smiall black-and-white flycatcher-like bird. 
Male: Above, head glossy black; rest of upper plumage dark brown 
with a broad white band across rump. Tail black, tipped and eefeed 
wi^ white. Wings blade, with a white patch, or band (rnedian 
cov&rts), at slumlder, and broadly white-«lged innm secemdaries. 
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Below, chin, cheeks, and sides of neck (semi-collar) white; rest of 
lower plumage pinkish or vinaceous. 

Female: like male, but with head brown like the back. 



Brownbackcd Pied Flycatcher- Slirike 
About one-half 

Its characteristic posture when perched is rather hunchbacked — 
neck pulled in and tail depressed. 

On a superficial glance confusable with the Little Pied Flycatcher 
(q.v.), but the broad white supercilium of the latter is sufficiently 
diagnostic. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Fairly common at low and 
moderate altitudes, up to c. 5000 ft. (Rangpo, Singtam, Martam, 
Teini, Dentam, Rinchinixjng). Affects secondary forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Kumaon and eastward through 
Nepal and Bhutan to Assam; Manipur, N. Bunna, N. Thailand, 
Yunnan, Cochinchina. The blackbacked nominate race ocxTipies 
peninsular India and Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS : Entirely arboreal. More like the minivets 
and flycatchers than the true shrikes. Keeps in pairs or family 
parties, frequently amongst the mixed hunting flocks of small insect- 
eating birds. The individuals follow one anotlier from tree to tree, 
searching among the leaf-sprigs or making short agile aerial sallies 
after winged insects. Utters a feeble, wheezy whi-riri, whi-riri etc. 
as of a cheap ChrLstmas-cracker whistle. Entirely insectivorous. 

NESTING; Season — May-June. Nest — a neat, diminutive, shallow 
cup of roots, lined with fine grass stalks. Draped on the outside with 
lichens and secured with cobwebs to the upper surface of a horizontal 
branch between 15 and 25 ft up. Eggs — 2 or 3, variable, wliite 
either blotched with chocolate with underlying spots of grey^, more 
densely and forming a ring at the broad end, or lightly speckled and 
spotted with blackish brown or reddish brown overlying inky spots. 
Size about 16X13 mm. Both sexes share all the domestic chores. 
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RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: A specimen collected by 
the Sikkim Survey (o?) measures Wing 65; bill 15.5; tarsus 13.5; tail 62.5 mm. 
The Fauna gives the range for d 9 Wing 60-67; tail 52-60 mm. 

Iris yellowish brown; bill black; legs, feet and claws blackish brown. 


THE NEPAL WOOD SHRIKE 

Tephrodornifi virgatus pelvica (Hodgson) 

I'enthaca pelvica Hodgson, 1837, Indian Review 1 : 447 — Nepal. 

F.B.i. 2; 309 

LOCAL NAMES: Ramnuii-plio or Rabnun-pho (Lepcha). 

size: Myna. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: A shoit and square-tailed grey-brown slirike. 
Mate: Above, crown and nape ashy grey changing to ashy brown on 
back, wings and tail, the last tipped blackish and rufous. A broad 
black band from lores tlirough eye to ear-coverts, wliich are whitish. 
Rump and upper tail-coverts fluffy, whitisli and ashy brown, barred 
with black and with a pure white band across. Below, chin, tliroat 
and breast pale ashy fawn, fading to white on centre of abdomen. 

Female: like male, but with crown same colour as back, and 
eye-band brown. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Normally a bird of the low footliills. Un- 
common. Met witli by the Sikkim Survey between 1000 and 5000 ft. 
during November to January (Singtam, Martam, D'entam, Rinchin- 
pong). Previously recorded only up to c, 3300 ft. in the Teesta Valley. 
Affects mixed forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, Assam, W. Bengal, 
E. Pakistan, Orissa, N. Andhra. Also Burma, Thailand, Yunnan. 
An allied race inhabits the Western Ghats. The species extends 
through die Indocliinese and Malaysian subregions. 

GENERAL HABn s *. Arboreal. Keeps in small parties, often 
associated with minivets and other insectivorous birds in forest The 
individuals follow one anodier among the trees, gracefully volplaning 
from branch to branch, searching tlie foliage. Also launches short, 
looping, flycatcher-like sallies after moths and other winged insects. 
Has harsh chuckling notes, and a rather musical kew-ketv-kew-kew 
quickly rei)eated 4 to 6 times. These calls sound appreciably 
different from those of the Western Ghats race. 

NESTING: Mandelli’s record at 3000 ft, below Darjeeling, has 
been discredited. No other record from tliis neighbourhood, and 
strangely enough very few elsewhere. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The Western Ghats race 
sylvicola differs in having the upper plumage dark bluish ashy, and concolorous 
with tile crown and nape. 

Specimens of pelvica recently collected in Orissa measure: 



Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

2 dd 

120-122,5 

26 

21-22 

86-87 mm. 

1 9 

124 

265 

22.5 

91.5 mm. 


8 
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Iris yellowish brown; bill brown, pale yellowish homy at base and gonys; 
legs and feet plumbeous; claws brown. 


THE DARK GREY CUCKOO SHRIKE 

Coracina melasckista rnelaschista (Hodgson) 

Volv(K'ivora melascJmios Hodgson, 1836, Indian Review 1; 328— -Nepal. 

F.B.i. 2: 337 

LOCAL NAME : 

SIZE: Between Bulbul and Myna. 

FIELD CHABACTERS: Male: Overall dark bluish grw. Lores and 
feathers round eye black. Wings black. Tail blacK, the central 
rectrices narrowly, the lateral ones broadly tipped with white. 

Fetnale: Similar, but paler grey and often with ban-ed undeq^arts 
as in the young. 

A roundish white patch under each wing, find white terminal 
marein to the tail conspicuous in flight, the latter particularly while 
the Bird is alighting. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident up to c. 6000 ft. elevation (Rangpo, 
Singtam, Martam, Singhik, Dentam, Gangtok). Affects open forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas from Murree east- 
ward through Nepal and Bhutan to Assam; E. Pakistan, N. Burma, 
NW. Yunnan. The species extends to the Indochinese subregion. 

GENERAL HABITS *. Arboreal, insectivorous, and in many ways 
resembling the minivets. Unlike them, however, it normally keeps 
singly or in pairs. Often associates with drongos and minivets in 
itinerant hunting bands. Its general actions and behaviour— hopping 
and volplaning from branch to branch, upright irtance when prched, 
and fluttering or liovering in front of leal-sprigs to take insects — 
are all strongly reminiscent of the minivets. Call: of four whistling 
notes (sometimes only three) in descending scale; fairly loud but 
raAer monotonous and plaintive. t i j 

NESTING: Not specifically recorded in Sikkim. In Nepal and 
neighbouring areas season April to June. Nest — a shallow cup or 
pliant twigs, roots and fibres matted together with cobwebs, and 
draped on the outside vrith lichen, bits of Dark, caterpillar droppings, 
etc. Fix^ on the upper surface or in the fork of a branch, 15 to 
25 ft. up; very inconspicuous. Eggs— normally 3, pale grey-green 
or sea-green with longitudinal blotches of umber brown and secondary 
markings of inky grey. Size about 24x17 mm. Botli sexes share 
the domestic chores. 

bacial CHARACTEMSTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : A Sikkim Survey 6 
measures: Wing 122.5; bill 21; tarsus 23; tail 111 mm. 

Schafer's Sikkim skins give Wing 4 d d 119. 121, 121, 124; 3 9 9 113, 119, 
123 imn. 

Iris orange-brown; bill black; legs, feet and claws brownish black. 



THE SCARLET MINIVET 
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THE SCARLET MINIVET 

Pericrocoftus flaxnitnem speciosus (Latfiam) 

Turdus speoiosus Latham, 1790, Index Orn. 1: 36-3 — India (restricted by 
Stuart Baker to Darjeeling). 


F.B.I. 2: 319 

LOCAL name: 

size: Between Bulbul and Myna. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : ' M(de: A gorgeous slim glossy black and deep 
scarlet bird. Above, head, neck and upper back glossy blue-black. 
Lower back and rump deep scarlet. Wings and graduated tail 
particoloured black ana scarlet. Belotv, throat black; rest of under- 
parts bright scarlet. 

Feinme: Above, forehead and short supercilium bright yellow; 
rest of upper parts yellowish grey. Tail and wings particoloured, as 
in male, with scarlet replaced by yellow. Behio, bright yellow. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Resident. Fairly common at low elevations 
and up to c. 6000 ft (Rangpo, Sin^am, Rinchinpong, Dentam, 
Dikehu, Singhik, Gangtok). Affects foliage canopy of tall trees, as 
well as the middle storey in forest 

DiSTRiBU'noN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas from Kulu through 
Nepal and Bhutan to eiistem Assam north of the Brahmaputra. 
Assam south of this river is inliabited by the race fraterculm. 

The species ranges from India and Ceylon east to Malaysia, the 
Indochinese subregion and die Pliilippines. 

GENERAL HABITS : Gregarious, arboreal and insectivorous. 
Normally met witli in family parties; in larger flocks in winter. Flits 
amongst the foliage hovering in front of a sprig or flower to capture 
an insect or spider. Sometimes volplanes from branch to branch. 
Call: a musical double whistle wee-twee or wi-tveet with a rather 
interrogative intonation. 

xXESting: Season— April to June, Nest — typical of the minivets: 
a loose, shallow cup of twigs, roots, grass, etc. densely coat^ with 
cobweb and drapeef with li(3iens. Attached on the upper surface of 
a horizontal branch 15 to 25 ft. or more from the ground. Eggs— 2 
or 3, variable, commonly greenish white covered with longitudinal 
blotches of grey-brown or reddish brown, more densely at the broad 
end. Size ODOut 22x17 mm, 

HAciAL CHARACTERisircs, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The adjoiiiiug race of Assam 
south of the Brahmaputra River, fratcrculus, is somewhat smaller aud deeper- 
coloured in botli sexes. 

Specimens cxdlected by the Sikkim Survey measure: 


Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

105 

19 

19 

102 mm. 

100 

19,5 

19 

100.5 mm. 


A good series in the Schafer Sikkim collection gives : Wing 7 d dT 98-104 
(av. 102.3) mm.; 2 $ 9 97, 98 mm. Regarding thase males Stresemann 
remarks as follows: 
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*Tail: The outer web of the central pair of rectrices is entirely black in 
3 specimens; black with red edges in 4. 

'Wing; In all the d' 6 only the 2 outermost primaries are entirely black; 
the outer wob of tlie third primary bears a red (oval) drop.* 

Iris brown; bill black; legs, feet and claws dark brown. 


THE SHORTBILLED MINIVET 

Pericrocotus breviro^ris brevirostris (Vigors) 
Muscipeta hrevirostris Vigors, 1830, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 43 — 
Himalayas = Sikkim foodiills vide Mayr, 1940. 

Plate 14, fig. 2 (facing p. 145) 


THE SIKKIM LONGTAILED MINIVET 

Pericrocotus ethologus laetus Mayr 
Pericrocotus ethologus laetus Mayr, 1940, Ibis: 717 — ^Jeyluk, Sikkim. 

F.B.I. 2: 324 (=affinis) 

LOCAL name; 

SIZE : Bulbul. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : A sliiTi, brilliant glossy black and deep scarlet 
bird with a broad scarlet band running tlirough the black wing, and 
a black and scarlet steeply graduated tail. 

Ferrude: grey above, yellow below, with yellow replacing scarlet 
in wings and tail. 

The two species are superficially almost identical (sibling) and 
have been confused in tlie past under the name of Pericrocotus 
brevirostris affinis. They cannot be told apart in the field with 
certainty except with much practice. (For ciiagnosls see below). 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident, but with a certain amount of 
seasonal altitudinal movement. A careful analysis by Stresemann of 
Sch^e/s excellent material of both forms, collected in Sikkim 
practically throughout the year, suggests that they are ecologically 
aifferentiated, ethologus brewing in a liigher zone (Lachen c. 9000 ft.) 
than brevirostris (Gangtok c. 6000 ft.). It also suggests that 
ethologus descends in winter to occupy the summer range of 
brevirostris while the latter has vacated it for lower elevations in the 
tropical zone. Between November and February the Sikkim Survey 
found brevirostris common and abundant between c. 1000 and 
3000 ft. (Rangpo, Singtam, Martarn). At the end of March it was 
back again in its breeuing zone of c. 6000-7000 ft. elevation (Gangtok, 
Pemionche). Stevens records parties of "afinis at 11,000 ft. on the 
Sikkim-Nepal frontier in February, when the bare branches of the 
trees were wreathed in snow 1 

Affects foliage canopy and middle storey in open forest 

DiSTOiBunON OUTSIDE SIKKIM: F. b. brevirostris. The Himalayas 
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from Nepal eastward through Assam and E. Bengal to Burma and 
the Indochinese subregion. 

P. e. laetus, E. Nepal to E. Assam north of Brahmaputra River; 
Kliasia Hills, The species ranges overall from Afghanistan to Annam 
and NE. China. 

GENERAL HABITS : Not appreciably different from those of the 
Scarlet Minivet. Seen in large flocks in winter — often with female- 
plumaged birds in preponderance — ^flying among the tops of the lofty 
trees on the mountain-sides, or high across a stream valley. The 
birds make a pretty sight as they flutter or hover against the leaf 
clusters in search of insects. 

nesting : No records exist for P. b. affinis hitherto considered as 
the race oocurring in Sikkim, but whidi in reality now proves to have 
been a jumble of hrevirostris and ethologus. The nests and eggs of 
both forms are typical of the minivets. 

BACML CHABAGTEriSTlCS, MJEASUREMENTS, ETC: Male CthologMS Cail Iw 
diagnosed from its 'double', among other points, by the central pair of rectriccs 
being entirely black. The next pair is red only on the outer webs excepting 
at the base and for about 10 mni. at the tip. In 6 brevirosttris the central 
lectrices are narrowly margined with red on the outer webs. In the next pair 
tlie red streiBches not only on the outer web right up to the tip, but also over 
much of the inner web, so fliat the tip is wholly red with a black wodge-shapwl 
zone from the base towards the edge ending c. 25 mm. lief ore the tip. 

In the ft'malcs of die two fonns the respective tail patterns are the same 
a.s in their males, but with yellow replacing the red, Moreover, in Sikkim the 
throat of feinah^ ethologus is yellowish white, contrasting with the purer yellow 
of the lower pi (imago; in ? hrevirostHs the tliroat is yellow concolorous with 
the underparts. 

In female ethologus the lorehead is narrow and dirt>^ yellow, sharply cut 
oil from th<‘ dark gre>’ crown. In hrevirostris it is broader and golden yellow, 
changing gradually to greenish on the for(»crown and into dark grey on the 
hindcrowu. 

In male hrevArostris tlie scarlet of the underside, rump and wings is deeper 
and brighter (not so yellowish) as in ethologm. The latter species is, in 
addition, somc'what larger and with a relatively longer tail on the average. 

Schafer's Sikkim series measure: 

P. h. hrevirostris 

Wing Tail Tail /Wing Index* 

17 85-90 (av. 87.1) 90-100 103.4-112.3 mm. 

10 9 9 85-89 (av. 87.0) 90-100 105.9-113.6 rnin. 

P. e. laetus 

A 66 91, 91, 91, 95 104, - 106, 104 

3 9 9 89, 89, 90 107, 100, - 

Iris brown; bill, legs, feet and claws black. 


* Tail X 100 
Wing 


109.6-116.5 mm. 
112.3-120.2 mm. 
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THE YELLOWTHROATED MINIVET 

Pericfocotus Solaris Solaris Blyth 
pprUrocotus Solaris Blyth, 1846, Jour. Asiai. Soc. Bengal 15: SIO — Darjeeling. 

Plate 14, fig. 3 (facing p. 145) 


2: 326 

I-OCAL NAME; 

SIZE ; Bulbul. 

riEi^D CHARACTERS : Male: Above, crown and back dark slaty, not 
black; rump and upper tail-coverts deep scarlet crimson; wings and 
tail black and red. Below, chin greyish w-hite; throat orange-yellow; 
rest of lower plumage bright scarlet. 

Female: Ahotye, crown, neck and upper back ashy grey, changing 
to olive-green on lower hack and to dark yellow on ui>per tail-coverts. 
Wing and tail as in male, but red replaced by yellow. Below, chin 
grey; rest of lower plumage bright yellow. 

STATxrs AND HABITAT: Not cominon. Stevens records it at Dikchu, 
2300 ft., in February. The I^oke-Salim Ali Survey came across this 
minivet only between 3.500 and 5000 ft. elevation (Terni, Chungthang) 
— November to April — l)ut Schafer collected specimens also at 
Gangtok (r. 6000 ft.) in December, February and March. Blanford 
obtained a female from a flock at c. 10,000 ft. (Lachung) in Sei>tember. 
This seems exceptionally high for die species, though Ludlow also 
found it at that elevation in Bhutan in June. Like other minivets, 
afflicts open tree forest. 

DISTRIBUTION oTTTSiDE SIKKIM : Nepal eastward to Assam; East 
Pakistan, Burma. The species extends to the Indochinese subregion 
and S. China. 

GENERAL HABITS : In my exi>erience, keeps in smaller parties or 
flocks than other minivets, bnl otherwise not markedly different. 

NESTING: Seoson — April-May. Nest — typical of the minivets, a 
shallow cup fixed on llie npx>er surface of a honzontal branch, well 
pla.stered on the outside with cobweb and draped with lichen, 
looking from below like a natural excrescence. Fgg^ — normally 3, 
variable, i>ale sea-green flec^ked with pale reddish or brownish, 
resembling the eggs of the House Sparrow. Size about 19X14 mm'. 

nAciAi- CHARACTERISTICS, MEASi^REMENi's, FTC: : The Survoy specimens 
measure: Wing 84-90; liill 13.5-14; (ersns 17 (1); tail 94-95 mm. 

Schafer’s Sikkim skins have Wing 3 J T 85. 86. 87; I 9 85 nim. 

Iris brown; bill brownish black; legs, fei^t and claw'S blackish brown. 

Males also breed in the suh-aclult female plumage. 
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Family Irenidae: Fairy Bluebird, Chloropses, loras 

THE GOLDFRONTED CHLOBOPSIS 

Chloropsis auaifrons aurifrons (Temminck & Laugier) 

Fhyllomis autifrons Temminck & Laugier, 1829, Planch. Color. d'Ois., livr. 
81, pi, 484, fig. 1 — "Sumatra, India’ =:Cachar. 

P.BJ. 1: 346 

LOCAL names: Subz-harewa (Nepali); Skalem-pho (Lepcha). 

size: Bulbul. 

FIELD CHARACTEBS : An active leaf-green bulbul with bright golden 
forehead, bright verdigris-blue shoulder patches, and slen&r slightly 
curved black bill. Lores, round eye, ear-coverts and lower throat 
black; chin, cheeks and upper tliroat puiple-blue. 

Female with the forehead paler orange-yellow and less extensive, 
and less yellow surrounding the black lower throat 

STATUS AND HABITAT.* Resident at fairly low elevations, up to 
c, 2500 ft. (Rangpo, Singtam, and elsewhere in the Teesta Valley). 
Affects open wooded country in evergreen and moist deciduous forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Throughout the Indian Union, East 
Pakistan, Ceylon, Burma, Thailand to Annam, Sumatra. Several 
races. 

GENERAL HABITS; Entirely arboreal. Keeps in pairs or small 
parties to thick foliage of trees where its plumage blends perfectly 
with the green leaves, making it difficult to spot. Eats berries, 
insects, spiders, and to a large extent the nectar of numerous species 
of wild flowers, which it helps to pollinate. The normal call notes 
are a musical drongo-like swich-chich-chich-wee (accent on first 
syllable, and last mu<3i prolonged). But it is an accomplished mimic 
and loves to imitate many other birds' calls in quick succession, and 
seemingly to enjoy the discomfiture of its hearers! 

nesting: Season — Not recorded for Sikkim. Elsewhere May to 
August. Nest — a loose cup of tendrils, rootlets, etc. high up in the 
fork of an outhanging branch of a forest tree, well concealed amcmg 
foliage. Eggs — 2 or 3, cream or reddish cream, speckled with claret. 
Size about 24x16 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTEiUSTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : C? 9 Wing 94-98; bill 

17-18; tarsus c. 18; tail 70-75 rnm, (F.B.I.). 

Iris brawn; bill black, gape and liase of lower mandible horny; legs and 
f£»et plumbeous. 
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THE ORANGEBELLIED CHLOROPSIS 

Chloropsis hardwichi harduAckii Jardine & Selby 

Chloropsis hardtuickU Jaidine & Selby, 1830, Illustr. Om. 2: Add. pi. 1 

Nepal 

Plate 15, fig. 1 (facing p. 160) 


F.B.i. 1: 349 

LOCAL NAME: 

SIZE : Bulbul. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : Male: Above, bright leaf-green with verdigris- 
blue shoulder patches, and deep puqjlish blue wings and tail. 
Below, bright brownish orange, with breast, throat, chin, and sides 
of head deep bluish black. A bright cobalt blue moustachial streak. 

Ferrude has breast, throat, etc. leaf-green like up^r parts. 
Orange undenDarts paler and less extensive; wings largely brown; 
tail green, ana moustachial streak a paler blue. 

STATtrs AND HABITAT: Resident in a higher zone than occupied 
by the Goldfronted species. Fairly common in forested country 
between about 2000 and 6000 ft. elevation (Martam, Dikchu, Gangtok, 
Penlom, Kewzing, etc.). 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The appropriate altitudinal zone 
of the Himalayas from Simla and Mussooree to E. Assam. Manipur, 
Burma, Thailand, Malaya. Several races. 

GENERAL HABITS.* Arboreal. Keeps in pairs or small parties in 
the foliage canopy. On one occasion a gathering of over 50 observed 
feeding from a flush of Bassia flowers in company with sibias, spider- 
hunters, yellowbacked sunbirds and white- eyes. Inseparable from 
Loramthus tree-parasites infesting the lofty forest trees, hopping 
about and clinging amongst the clumps in all manner of acrobatic 
positions to probe into the flower tubes. Nectar is its principal food, 
and it thus helps to pollinate numerous species of wild flowers. 
Insects and berries are also eaten. Individums have their own feed- 
ing territories and circuits, encroachment of wliich by others of their 
kind is actively resented. It is a remarkably versatile songster and 
an excellent mimic. 

NESTING : Season — chiefly May-Tune. Nest — similar to that of 
the Goldfronted Chloropsis: a cradle of roots and fibres suspended 
near the end of an outhanging branch 20 to 30 ft. up. Eggs — also 
similar. Size about 23x16 mm. 


RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, 

Sikkim measure: 

MEASUREMENTS, 

ETC : 

Specimens collected 

Wing 

Bill. 

Tarsus 

Tail 

2 dd 94-94.5 

24.5-25 

19-19.5 

70-73,5 mm. 

19 90 

22.5 

18.5 

68.5 mm. 


Seven adult specimens in the Schafer Sikkim collection have Wings : d 6 95, 
&5, 100; 9 $ 92, 92, 94, 94 mm. 

Iris brown; bill black; legs and feet bluish plumbeous; claws slaty brown. 
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THE SIKKIM FAIRY BLUEBIRD 

Irena puella sikkimensis Wliistler & Kinnear 
Irena puella sikkimensis Whistler & Kinnear^ 1933, Jour. Bombay Nat, 

Hist. Soc. 36: 582 — Sukna, Darjeeling. 

F.BJ. 3: 1 (port) 

LOCAL name: 

SIZE: Myna+. 

FIELD characters : Male: Above, brilliant ultramarine blue. 

Below, deep velvety black. 

Female: dull blue-green, with blackish lores and round the eyes* 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident (?); evidently rare. An inhabitant 
of tropical forested valleys and toothills; recorded in the Sikkim 
Himalayas up to 4000 ft. elevation. Not met with by the Sikkim 
Survey nor by other recent investigators. Ludlow does not record it 
from Bhutan, but he obtained it in the tropical Himalayan facies of 
SE. Tibet at c. 1000 ft. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : The eastern Himalayas from Sikkim 
to E. Assam; Burma, Thailand, Indochina. The typical race occurs 

in the heavy rainfall areas of SW. India. The species extends to 

Malaya and Indonesia. 

GENERAL HABITS: Kccps to the trec-tops in pairs or small parties. 
Food: fruits, berries and flower nectar. FRgTrf: swift, direct and 
thrush-like. Call: a rich, mellow, percussive peepit or chichidhichik 
uttered every few seconds, the latter in flight. 

NESTING : Not recorded in Sikkim. Nest — a fragile saucer of roots, 
twigs, moss, etc. 5 to 20 feet up in a bush or sapling in dense moist 
forest. Eggs — 2, olive-grey or greenish white, irr^ularly blotched 
witli brown, more densely at the broad end. Size about 28 X 20 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : This northcm race 
sikkimensis differs from the SW, Indian puella only in having a longer Wing: 
133-144 mm. against 123-131 mm. 

Iris claret colour or scarlet; bill brownish black ( 9 ) or black (cJ); legs, feet 
and claws black. 
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Family Pycnonottoae ; Bulbuls 


THE BLACKCRESTED YELLOW BULBUL 

Pycnonotm mdonicterus flavivetitris (Tidcell) 

Vanga flaviventris Tickell, 1833 (Nov.), Jour. Asiat. Soc, Bengal 2: 573 — ^ 

Dholbhiim. 


F.B.I. 1: 397 

LOCAL NAME: Mandiph-hur (Lepcha). 

SIZE : Bulbul. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : Head, cfect crest, face and throat glossy black. 
Rest of upper parts olive; tail lai^elv brown. Unde^arts bright oil 
yellow, darker on breast. Pale yellow eyes conspicuous at short 
range. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common, and locally abundant, at 
low elevations and up to 5000 ft. (Kewzing). Affects dense secondary 
jungle. Also scrub and bush country about terraced cultivation ana 
villages. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The lower Himalayas, eastward 
from about Mussooree. Nepal, Bhutan, Assam south of the 
Brahmaputra, central India, Orissa; Burma, Thailand, Malaya, Borneo, 
Yunnan, Indochina. A smaller race (minor) in Ceylon. 

GENERAL HABITS : Similar to the bulbuls described further. Its 
voice, notes, and superficial appearance are very reminiscent of the 
Rubythroat^ Bulbul (P. gularis) of SW. India. Some of the calls 
also resemble those of the Black Bulbul. Keeps in pairs or small 
parties. Mainly frugivorous, but also eats insects. 

nesting: Season — ^principally May -June. Nest — a cup of coarse 
grass and twigs, similar to that of the Redvented Bulbul but some- 
what smaller. Placed 2 to 6 or 8 ft. up in a raspberry bush or sapling. 
Eggs—S or 4, pinkish white, densely covered with numerous freckles 
of pinky red, or specks of deep red. Size about 23X17 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMEiNTS, ETC I A Sikkilll SuTVCy SpCCiinun 

(9) measures; Wing 89, hill 15.5, tarsus 17, tail 82 mm. 

Iris yeDowish white; bill black; legs, feet and claws homy brown. 


THE WmTECHEEKED BULBUL 

Pycnonotiis leucogenys leucogenys (Gray) 

Brachypus leucogenys Gray, 1835, in Hardwicke's Illustr. Zool. 2, pi. 35, 
fig, 3 — Darjeeling. 


F.B.L 1: 389 

ixx:ai. NAMES: Manglio-kur or Mankliph-kur (Lepcha). 
size: Bulbul 

field characters : A sprightly earth-brown bulbul, with a jaunty 
forwardly curving pointed crest, glistening white cheek patches, bla<^ 
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chin and tbruat, and bright sulphur yellow under base of tail 
(coverts). Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Common and locally abundant up to alti- 
tudes of c. 6000 ft. in the Teesta and Great Rangeet vallws (Rangpo, 
Singtam, Martam, Temi, Dentam, RinchinTOng, Gangtok, etc)- In 
northern Sikkim beyond Gangtok, only noted at Chungthang. Meets 
open scnib-and-bush country about homesteads and terraced cultiva- 
tion. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Throughout the lower Himalayas 
west to east. The crestless race leucoHs occurs in north-westem 
and central India. 

GENERAL HABITS : Similar to those of the Redvented Bulbul. Goes 
about in pairs or small parties. In winter, large assemblages collect 
where food is plentiful, consorting on fruit-laden trees and bushes 
with many frugivorous species. Along with other bulbuls it will 
also take insects (winged termites etc.) on the ground, or on 
the wing by springing vertically up into the air from its perch. Has 
a number of cheery tinkling notes, some of which may be easily 
confused in the distance with those of the Euroi)ean or Bluecheeked 
Bee-eaters. 

NESTING : Season — overall April to July. Nest — ^the typical bulbul 
structure: a shallow, flimsy cup of fine plant stems and grass blades, 
lined with finer grass. Placed in a low bush or small tree. Eggs — 
norraallv 3, like those of the Redvented Bulbul, pinkish white, 
profusely blotched with purplish brown or claret. Size about 
22x16 mm. 

RACIAL cuARACTKRiSTics, measurF-ments, ETC: A Sufvey Specimen (6) 
measures : Wing 94.5, bill 19.5, tarsus 22, tail 85. Ten Sikldm skins in the 
Scliafer collection give Wing 84 (C) to 93 (d) mm. — av. 87.5. 

Iris brown; bill brownish black; legs, feet and claws blackish brown. 


THE REDVENTED BULBUL 

Pycnonotus cafer bengalefisis Blyth 
Pycnonotm hengalensi^s Blyth, 1845, jemr, Afdai, Soc. Bengal 14; 566 — 

Bengal. 


F.B.I. 1: 387 

LfX:Ai. Names: Paklom (Bhutia); Mancleph-pho (Lepcha). 

SIZE: Myna— (8 inches). 

FIELD CHARACTERS: A perky smoke-brown bird with partially 
crested blac^ head, whitish scaJe-like markings on breast and back, 
a conspicuous crim.son patch below root of tail, and a white rump; 
the last particularly conspicuous in flight Tail brown, all the feathers 
tipped with white. Sexes alike. 

STATOS AND HABITAT i Found at all elevations up to about 6000 ft. 
(Gangtok-— scarce). Very common in southern and western Sikkim 
(Rangpo, Singtam, Martam, Dentam (4500 ft. Great Rangeet Valley) 
tmd Rinchinixmg, d, 5000 ft.). Not obserx^ed northward of Pikehu. 
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Affects open secondary bush and scrub country about homesteads and 
terraced cultivation. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan. Other races over 
practically all India, Burma, Thailand to Indochina and Java. 

GENERAL HABITS: A tame and familiar species. Sometimes 
congregates in large loose gatherings where food is plentiful, but 
not in regular flocks like the Black Bulbul. Eats berries, wild figs, 
flower nectar and insects. Has a variety of pleasant, joyous calls, 
but no song as such, 

NESTING: Season — chiefly April to June. Nest — a cup of rootlets 
and moss etc., sometimes plastered on the outside with a little 
cobweb. Placed in a bush or small tree, 3 to 30 ft. from the ground, 
usually fairly low. Eggs — 3 or 4, pinkish white, profusely blotched 
with purplish brown or claret; variable. Size about 23x17 inm. 

n\ciAL CHARACi-ERisiics, MEAsuiiEMENTS, ETC: Sikkim biicls arc very black 
on the head, neck, upper back and breast, with sharply contrasting brown ear- 
coverts. 

Specimens measure: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

2 dd 105-106 20-21 24-25 102 mm. 

1 9 100 21 25 96 mm. 

For Schafer's birds, Stresemann gives Wing 10 dd 98-106 (av. 102.2); 

3 9 9 93, 96, 90 mm. 

Iris brown; bill black; legs, feet and claws blackish brown. 


THE STRIATED GREEN BULBUL 

Pycnotiotus striaius striatus (Blyth) 

Trichophorus striatm Blyth, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 11; 184 — no 

locality = Nepal. 

Plate 15, fig. 5 (facing p. 160) 


F.B.I. 1: 379 

LOCAL NAMES: Scnim-plck-pho (Lepcha); Chichiam (Bhutia). 

size: Bulbul. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: Crested. Above, olive-green with fine white 
streaks; darker (brownish) on crown and crest. Tail and wings 
largely brown and olive, the former yellowish on underside and 
tipped whitish on outer rectrices. Belatv, yellow, stippled on throat, 
heavily streaked on breast with greyish or sooty brown, and on 
abdomen with olive-brown. Lores, chin, and under tail-coverts un- 
marked bright yellow. A fine yellow rim round eye. Sexes alike. 

In life, the full upstanding crest look.s greyish brown and the 
breast black The rest of the yellow underparts — ^boldly brown- 
streaked— are reminiscent of an immature Golden Oriole. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common, but locally distributed, at 
moderate elevations c, 3500 to 6000 ft.; occasionally higher (Temi, 
Chungthang, Gangtok). Affects heavy secondary evergreen jungle. 
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DiSTBiBOTiON OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills nordi 
and south of the Brahmaputra; Manipur, Burma, Thailand, Yunnan, 
Tonkin, 

GENERAL HABITS: Usually seen in flocks of 6 to 15 birds which 
fly from tree to tree in Tollow-my4eader' style. Has pleasant calls 
and song of the characteristic bulbul pattern, but easily distinguish^ 
able from those of the Redvented and other familiar species, Food^' 
chiefly berries; also insects. 

NESTING : Season — ^May-June. Nest — a fairly compact cup of 
twigs, feni-roots, weed stems, etc., lined with fine shreds of grass. 
Placed ratlier low down in a thidc bush or bamboo clump. E^s — 
2 or 3, variable, but in a general way very similar to those (m the 
Redvented Bulbul — ^pale cream, blotched with reddish brown or 
purplish brown. Size about 22X17 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERIsnCS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Thc FaUlia givCS fllO 

measurements as : <S 9 Wing 102-112, bill 15-16, tarsus c. 20, tail 96-108 mm. 
Stresemann measures Wing of 5 Schafer skins (sex. ?) 103, 106, 108, 109, 
112 mm., and remarks that Sikkim birds are somewhat larger than those from 
Burma and Yunnan. 

Iris reddish brown; bill black; legs and feet plumbeous brown. 


THE WHITETHROATED BULBUL 

Criniger fUweolus flaveolus (Gould) 

Trichophofus fiaveolus Gould, 1836, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 6— 
liinialayas, Cachar. 

Plate 15, fig. 4 (facing p. 160) 


F.B.I. 1: 363 

LOCAL NAME : Kussap-ecchiop-pho (Lepcha). 

SIZE : Myna. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: A large, cTested bulbul. Perches with the 
tail well fanned out. Above, rufescent olive-yellow, with rufous- 
brown wings and tail. Lores and sides of head grey, with a whitish 
supercilium. Below, bright yellow widi white cliin and throat. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: A low-elcvation bulbul, nonnaUy up to 
c. 2000 ft. (Dikehu, Singtam, Martam and elsewhere in the Teesta 
Valley) though Mandelli even found it nesting at 4000 ft in Sikkim. 
Affects well-wooded secondary evergreen jungle. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills N. and 
S. of the Brahmaputra; Manipur. The species extends through 
Burma, Malaysia, Yunnan. 

GENERAL HABITS: A noisy, sociable bulbul, usually seen in parties 
of 5 or 6 or larger flocks in the non-breeding season, chasing one 
another or 'flowing' from one patch of jungle to the next Feeds 
on various berries and wild figs, but also on insects which it will 
sometimes take on the wing. The loud, harsh chattering notes, kefc- 



128 


PYCNONOTIDAE 


RACUL CHARACIERISTICS, 

mens measure: 

measurements. 

ETC ; The 

Sikkim Survey speci- 

Wing 

Bat 

Tarsus 

I’ail 

1 d 99 

19.5 

18.5 

87 mm. 

1 9 98 

19.5 

18 

88 mm. 


Iris brownish crimson; biU black; legs, feet and claws horny brown. 


THE HIMALAYAN BLACK BULBUL 

Hypsipetes madagasccmensis psarcndes Vigors 
Hypsipelea psardides Vigors, 1831, Vroc, Zool. Soc, London: 43 — 
Himalayas ( = Simla). 


F.BJ. 1: 369 

LOCAL name: Phaki-pho (Lepcha). 

SIZE : Myna + . Slimmer. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: A dark grey bulbul with black crest, slightly 
but distinctly forked tail, and bright red bill, legs and feet. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident Common between 4000 and 
10,000 ft elevation (Temi, Kewzing, Rincliinpong, Pemionche, 
Gangtok, Singhik, Chungthang, Lachen, etc.). Occasionally lower, 
Partial to tall forest, especially oak and rhododendron. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Throughout the Himalayas from 
Chitral and Kashmir to Nepal, Bhutan, SE. Tibet Other races occur 
in the Assam hills, and E. and W. Ghats. The species ranges to 
Burma and Tliailand. 

GENERAL HABITS : Arboreal, gregarious, and very noisy. Flocks of 
6 to 10 birds — up to a hundred or more in autumn and winter — ^keep 
to the lofty tree-toi>s and fly noisily up or down the hillsides or 
across the stream valleys. Food: berries, flower nectar and insects. 
Agile twisting sallies are sometimes launched in the air to capture 
winged prey. Rhododendron and Erythrina blossoms are un- 
failingly visited for the nectar, and the birds display much aggressive- 
ness towards Blackheaded Sibias and Haircrested Drongos visiting 
the trees in the same quest. Has a large variety of loud squeaky 
notes. One of the commoner ones — a, long-drawn wheenh — ^has been 
aptly likened to the musical creaking of a gate hinge! 

NESTING : Season — chiefly May and June. Nest — a neat but 
flimsy-bottomed cup of dead leaves, grass, and woody stalks, 
plastered on the outside with cobwebs and lined with finer fibres. 
Placed 25 to 40 ft. up in a high tree. Eggs — 3 or 4, very variable 
in colour and markings. Perhaps the commonest type is white or 
whitish, sparsely to very densely speckled with fine reddish brown 
or puiplisn brown. Size about 26x19 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC'. Differs fiom the S. Indian 
race ganeesa in being a palei* grey overall, and in the presence of a black streak 
behind and under the ear-coverts. The Sikkim Survey specimens measure: 
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NEPAI- SOOTV 

F L Y C A I* C 

HER 

Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

126 

27.5 

19.5 

114 mm. 

118 

28 

20 

106 mm. 


A large series from Sikkim in the Schafer collection gives Wing 16 cfcT 
120-130 mm. (av. 124.7); 2 9 9 115, 116 mm. 

Iris reddish brown; bill, legs and feet scarlet-red; claws homy brown. 


Family Muscicapiuae : 

Subfamily Muscicapjnae : Flycatchers 

THE NEPAL SOOTY FLYCATCHER 

Mmcicapa sihirica cucabata Penard 
Mu&cicapa sihirica cacahata Penard, 1919, Vroc. New England Zool. Club 
7 ; 21 (New name for Hemichelidon fuliginosa Hodgson, pieoccupied) — Nepal. 

F.B.I. 2: 204 

LOCAL NAME: Dang-cliim-pa-pho (Lcpcha). 

SIZE : Sparrow — . 

FIELD CHAHACTERS: Ahove, soot>' brown, feathers of head with 
faint dark centres. A whitish ring round eye. Below, centi*e of 
chin, a patch on lower throat, abdomen, and vent white. Rest of 
underparts smoky brown, marked with white on breast and flanks. 
Tips of closed wings reaching almost to end of tail. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not commou. According to Stevens breeds 
at and above elevations of 6000 or 7000 ft. Descends low^er in 
winter, rarely straggling to 20(K) ft. or even less. Tlie Chicago 
Museum has two specimens collected at Chungthang, c. 5500 ft., 
in May (1931), Schafer obtained it at Thangu, 13,000 ft., on 1 July, 
and at c. 90(K) ft. (Lachen) on 27 August. Blanford recorded it at 
9000 ft. in the Lachung Valley in September. Affects glades in 
tall forest. 

DisTOiBUTiON OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan to eastern Assam, 
Burma, Tliailand, Malaya. The adjoining race gidniergi stretches 
westward from Garhwal through Kashmir to Afghanistan. The 
species ranges through E. Siberia, Manchuria, Kamschatka, Japan. 

GENERAL HABITS: Entirely arboreal. Usually solitary; occasionally 
3 or 4 individuals hunting in loose association in the same forest 
glade. Perches bolt upright, wings slightly drooping, on the tip of 
a tall conifer, preferably a dead trunk, or at the end of an outhang- 
ing branch lower down, or on the upturned roots of a fallen tree. 
From here it launches agile sorties to capture midges and other tiny 
winged insects in tlie air, gliding back to the same perch or to a 
neaAy one. It is a silent bird, except for a feeble little twitter 
uttered in the breeding season. 

NESTING: Semon — May-June. Nest — a shallow cup of moss and 
9 
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lichens hound with cobwebs, and lined witli hair etc. Usually 
placed on a horizontal spruce or fir branch 30 or 40 ft. up. Eggs — 
3 or 4, pale olive-grey or olive-.stone colour, sparsely freckled with 
pale rt'ddish, .sometimes more densely at the broiid end. Size 
about 17X12 nun. 

RACIAL ciiARACTERiSTKTS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Tlic adjoining wcst Hima- 
layan race, gulmergi, is paler and more grey both al>ovc and below. 

The Fauna gives for d 9 Wing 70-75; ])ill 8-9; tarsus c. 13; tail 50-55 inm. 

Schafer’s Sikkim sixximens have Wing 2 d d 75, 75; 1 9 09 (moulting). 

Iris brown; bill: upper mandible dark brown, lower yellowish; legs and 
feet brownish black or black. 


THE FERRUGINOUS FLYCATCHER 

Mmcicafxi jerni^inea (Hcxlgsoii) 

HemicheiicJoii fetrnguie<t Ihidgson, 1845, Proc. Xool. Soc. Lnnelou: 32, cx 
Zoo/. 1844, p. 84, nom. nud. — Nopal. 

F.B.I. 2: 206 

LOCAL name: Darig-chim-pa-plK) (Lcpclia). 

size: Si^arrow — . 

FIELD c;haracters : DiflFers from the Sooty Flycatcher in the 
general tone of the plumage being ferruginous. Above, forehead, 
crown and nape brownish slate. A whitish liiig round eye. Rump 
and upper tau-coverts chestnut. Tail reddish brown with darker 
tips. Secondary wing quills broadly edged chestnut. Below, a 
patch of white on throat and foreneck. Breast nifous, with brown 
centres to the feathers. Rest of imdeiparts chestnut except centre of 
abdomen and vent, whicli are white. Sexes alike. 

status and habitat: Uncommon. Inglis ol)tained it at Rinchin- 
fX)ng, c. 6(XK) ft., (seasoji?) and Schiifer at Gangtok, c. 63(X) ft., in 
June. The Survey failed to meet with it in Sikkim between November 
and April, though Meinertzhagen collecttxl a pair at Dcntam, 
c. 4500 ft., in tlie Great Rangeet Valley on 9 January (1926). 

DiSTRiBirnoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Swumer, Garhwal, Nepal, Bhutan 
to eastern Assam; Manipur, N, Bunna, Thailand to W. China. Winter, 
Burma, Malaya, Indonesia, Hainan, Formosa. 

GENERAi. HABITS : Similar to the Sooty Flycatcher, but less restless 
and also somewhat crepuscular. 

NESTING : Osmaston found it common and breeding about 
Darjeeling in June and July. Nest—\x cup of green moss and lichen, 
lin^ witn root-hairs etc. Placed on a cfcad tree-trunk in a na^r^ 
swelling, on a snag whtTe a large branch has broken off, and in 
similar situations. Egf(s — 2 or 3, very like those of the Sooty species. 
Size about 18x14 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The Fauna giVCS tho 

measureinonls cJ 9 as Wing 68-7.5; bill 8 9; tarsus 12*- 13; tail 43-50 mni. 
An adult d in Schafer's Sikkim c'olIt ctiOTi has Wing 72 mm. 



THE ORANGEGORCETTEI) FLYCATCHER 131 

Iris brown; bill black, commissure and base ot lower mandible yellowish; 
legs and feet fleshy browir 


THE ORANGEGORGETTED FLYCATCHER 

Muscicapa strophiata strophiata (Hodgson) 

Siphia strophiata Hodgson, 1837, IncL Review 1 ; 651 — Nepal. 

Plate 16, fig. 1 (facing p. 161) 


F.B.I. 2; 208 

LOCAL names: Siphia (Nepali); Phatt-tagrak-pho (Lepcha). 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD characters: Male: Above, forehead narrowly black with a 
conspicuous white band above this stretching backward to eyes. 
Upper parts olive-brown. Tail black with white bases. Below, 
sides of face deep slaty, changing to black on chin and throat; breast 
and flanks slaty grey. An oval spot on upper breast bright orange- 
chestnut — sometimes very indistinct. Abdomen white. 

Female, .similar but without the black and with very little white 
on forehe^. Orange throat-patch smaller. Black parts of chin, 
throat, etc. replaced oy ashy. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Common at all elevations between 1000 
and 12,000 ft., with a lower ceiling in winter of c. 6000-7000 ft. 
(Rangpo, Martam, Pakyong, Kewzing, Rinchinpong, Gan^(^, 
Pemionche, Manshitang, Lachen, Yumthang). Affects glades in shady 
forest, 'jhoomed' hillsiaes, edge of mule paths through jungle, ete. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Throughout the Himalayas from 
Kashmir (?) to E. Assam. N. Burma, Thailand to W. China. In winter 
at lower elevations than in summer. 

GENERAL HABITS : Usually seen singly, perched upright on a b^^c 
twig of a bush, a fallen log or a stump on the edge or in the middle 
of a forest clearing. From here it launches short aeri^ sallies 
midges and other tiny winged insects, returning to its base after 
each capture. Sometimes descends to the ground to pick up a 
crawling insect. From time to time jerks open and cocks tail, dis- 
playing the white patch at its base, and utters the characteristic 
tick or tick-tick. Also has a short, spirited, typically flycatcher song 
in the breeding season. 

NESTING : April to June. Nest — a loose cup ox moss, lem 

stems, etc. lined with fern roots, papery bark and feathers. Placed 
in a hole or rift in a tree-trunk fairly low down. Eggs-S, white, 
slightly glossy. Size about 18x13 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACrrERiSTics, MEASimBMKNTs, ETC; Tail feathers pointed as 
in Erithacus hyperythrus. The Survey specimens (3 <Sd) measure: Wing 
75-76; bill 12-13; tarsus 19.5-20; tail 50-59 mni. 

A series of 15 adults collected by Schafer in Sikkim give Wing 70 (9), 
78 (d) mm. 

Iris brown; bill black; legs, feet and clav^^ horn>' brown. 
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THE SIKKIM WHITEGORGETTED FLYCATCHER 

Muscicapa monileger monileger (Hodgson) 

Dimorpha monileger Hodgson, 1845, Pfoc. Zool. Soc. London: 26 — Nepal. 

F.BJ. 2: 244 (^Anthipes m. moniliger) 

LOCAL name; Phatt-tagrak-pho (Lepcha). 

SIZE : Sparrow — . 

FIELD CHARACTERS: Abwe, including crown and sides of head 
olive-brown changing to ferruginous on upper tail-coverts and tail. 
Wing feathers brown edged with rufous. Short, broad, bright 
fulvous supercilia almost meeting on forehead. Lores, ear-coverts 
and under the eye grey-brown. Below, chin and throat white 
surrounded with black. Rest of lower plumage fulvous olive, whitish 
on abdomen. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Rare. Presumably resident and breeding 
(also wintering) up to c. 6000 ft. elevation. Meinertzhagen procured 
specimens on 13 January (1926) at Rinchinpong, c, 5000 ft., and 
Schafer at Gangtok, c. 6300 ft, on 12 June as well as 15 December 
(1938). Affects bush jungle. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: E. Nepal; Bhutan to Assam hills 
north and soutli of Brahmaputra River. Replaced by allied races 
in Assam, Manipur, Burma, Thailand, Malaysia. 

GENERAL HABITS : Very little recorded. Kc^ps singly to bush 
jungle close to the ^ound where it draws attention to itself by its 
chattering notes. Often hops about on the ground like a shortwing. 
Stevens refers to one (cf ? — ^24 May) 'giving fortli to tlie best of its 
vocal efforts with a rapid quivering of the wings, from its stance 
amongst bmshwood in the close forest'. No description of the 
song is available. 

NESTING: Mandclli, in the 1870's, sent supi)osed nests of tliis 
flycatcher taken at Lebong, 5800 ft, to Hume, but Stuart Baker 
doubts their authenticity. Nothing further as regards its nesting is 
known since. 

RACUL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENT.S, ETC : Thc Fauua givCS for cf 9 

Wing 60-65; bill c. 10; tarsus c. 23; tail 45-50 min. 

Schafer's Sikkim skins have Wing 1 V 60; 1 9 02 inm. 

Iri.s brown; bill dark horny brown, paler at base (all ]>lack in breeding 
season); legs and feet fleshy white. 
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THE RUFOUSBREASTED BLUE FLYCATCHER 

Muscicapa hyperythra hyperythra Blyth 
Muscicapa hyperythra Blyth, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 11: 885 — India. 

Dimorpha superciliaris Blyth, 1842 — Nepal, Darjeeling; not M. 
superciliaris Jerdon 1840. 

F.B.L 2; 217 

LOCAL NAME: 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHARACTERS; Male: Above, slaty blue with black forehead 
and narrow white supercilium. Tail brown suffused with blue, and 
with the base largely white. Below, orange-chestnut, paler on 
abdomen and under tail-coverts. Chin and cheeks black. 

Female: Above, olive-brown; fulvous-tinged on rump. Beloto, 
ochraceous; darkest on breast and flanks, palest on chin and 
abdomen. 

The male can be told from hodgsonii (p. 134) by its smaller size, 
and the more prominent white supercilium. Female smaller than 
female hodgsonii but othenvise undistinguishable in the field with 
certainty. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Uncoinmoii between November and April 
The Survey met with it only at Chungthang, c. 5500 ft,, in February. 
According to Stevens ‘a summer migrant to elevations probably not 
exceedine 7000 ft. on the Outer Ranges' (Sikkim Himalayas) though 
in neighbouring Bhutan Ludlow obtaineo most of his specimens, 
July-October, between 9500 and 8000 ft. Col. Meinertzhagen pro- 
cured a cf at Singhik, 4500 ft., on 30.X.1925 and Dr Schafer a 9 
at Gangtok, c. 63W ft., on 12. vi. 1938. Affects dense forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Garhwal, Nepal, Bhutan, SE. Tibet, 
Assam hills. Tlie species extends through Burma and Thailand to 
Malaya and Indonesia. 

GENERAL HABITS : Typical flycatcher. Silent. Usually hunts 
from low perches in the forest understorey, and often descends to 
the ground like a chat to capture insects, 

NESTING: Unrecorded in Sikkim. Elsewhere, season — April and 
May. Nest — a tiny cup of moss, lined with fine moss-roots etc. 
Placed in a hole in a steep mossy bank. Eggs — 4, variable, pale 
yellowish grey or stone colour to pinkish red, faintly stippled or 
with well-defined blotches and mottlings of reddish brown. Size 
about 18x14 mm. Evidently both sexes incubate. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : The Fauna givos foi* S 9 
Wing 55-63; bill c. 9; tarsus r. 19; tail 38-40 mm. Schafers Sikldm 9 has 
Wing 58 mm. 

Tris dark brown; bill black; legs and feet silvery white to pale fleshy brown 
or fleshy pink, tlie claws a little darker and browner,* In the 9 the base of 
the bill is sometimes palei* and horn coloured. 



134 


MUSCICAPIDAE 


THE BEDBREASTED BLUE, or SLATYBACKED, 
FLYCATCHER 

MmcicaiHi hodgsonii (Verreaux) 

Siphia hodgsonii Verreaux, 1871, Nouv. Arch, Mus. Bull. 6; $4 — Chinese. 

Tiheit = Chwanben. 


F.B.I. 2: 216 

LOCAL NAME : Paon-pali (Tibetan). 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHABACTEHS: Male: Above, slaty blue with the upper tail- 
coverts almost black. Tail black, narrowly edged outside with blue, 
widi the bases largely white. Lores and cheeks velvety black. Beloio, 
chin, throat, breast, and flanks orange-chestnut paling to rusty olive 
on vent and under tail-coverts. 

Female: Abov>e, olive-brown with the upper tail-coverts tinged 
fulvous. Lores and a ring round eye whiti.^. Below, ashy brown 
fading to whitish on abdomen and vent. 

STA'rus AND habitat: Apparently rare. The only four records I 
can trace for Sikkim territory proper are Stevens’s specimen (c?) 
from Mangan, c. 4300 ft. near Ringim Gornpa, 21.iii.l916; a cf 
collected by Col. Meinertzhagen, Dentam, c. 4500 ft. (in the Great 
Rangeet Valley), 9.i.l926; and my own sight records of a at Kewzing, 
c. 5^iuK) ft, 27.iii.1955 and another at Gangtok, c. 6000 ft, 18.iv.l955. 

DisTKiBUTioN OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Bhutan; Assam hills north and 
south of Brahmaputra River; Manipur, Burma, Thailand, Yunnan, 
Kansu. Ludlow did not obtain it in Bhutan, though he found it 
common in summer in the pine forests of adjacent SE. Tibet. 

GENERAL HABITS: Very similar to those of the Orangegorgetted 
Flycatcher. According to Ludlow it keeps to the tops of trees, utter- 
ing a constant ripple of whistling notes. 

NESTING : Not recorded in Sikkim. 

HACiAL charactehistics, mkasurements, etc: Slaty blue upper plumage, 
orange-chestnut below, white base of tail and absence of white supercilium 
usually diagnostic of the male. Olive-brown upper plumage; ashy brown 
underparts paling to white on abdomen, with no white in the tail, aie suggestive 
clues to the female. 

The Fauna gives the measurements as : c? 9 Wing 69-74; bill c. 9; tarsus 
c. 17; tail 50-53 mm. 

Tris deep brown; bill all black in the breeding season, the base homy 
brown in the non-breeding season; legs and feet dark reddish brown.* In the 
female die bill apparently never turns wholly black. 
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THE LITTLE PIED FLYCATCHER 


Muscicofxi iv€,wtermanni collini Rothschild 
Muscicapa collini RotJischiW, 1925, hull. hr. Orn. CL 45 1 90 (Now name 
lor Mwscicapula vichinoleuca Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 940) — 

Nepal, Darieeling. 


2: 224 { = rneIanoIeuca) 

LOCAL name: Tuni-ti“ti (Lepcha). 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CTfARACTEHs : Male: Ahovc, vclvcty black with a broad white 
su^rcilium, and some white on the wings. Tail black, with basal 
half mostly white. Beloio, wliite. 

Female: Above, olive-brown. Upper tail-coverts bright feiTugi- 
noiis. Tail brown, e?dged with ferruginous. Some fulvous white on 
wings. Belotv, smoky white, superficially a good replica of the 
Riifoustailed Flycatcher,” Muscicapa ruficauda. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Met witli by tho Surv'ey only at Gangtok, 
c. 6000 ft., 24 March, and Kewziug, 5400 ft., 27 March. 
Meinertzhagen collected specimens between Gangtok and Dikehu 
on 13 February, and SchafcT at Dikchn and Gangtok in February, 
March and Jiuie. The records from other parts of the Sikkim 
Himalayas also suggest that the bird descends to lower (plains?) 
levels between October/Novemher and Febniary. Accoraing to 
Stewens, its upper limit (breeding) in the Sikkim Himalayas is 
c. 7000 ft. Afiects the middle storey of forest. 

DiSTRiBirnoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Gurhwal, Nepal, Bhutan, to extreme 
NE. Assam. Another race in Assam, Burma, Thailand. The species 
extends to Malaya, Indonesia, Celebes. 

GENERAL HABITS : Usually hunts within the foliage canopy of 
trees, making little fluttering flights from branch to branch, rather 
than aerial sallies into space from the outside branches. On the 
whole very silent, but a soft warbling has been recorded, interspersed 
with low grating notes. 

NESTING : No record for SikTcim. ElsewdieTe, season — April to 
June. Nest — a tiny c\ii) of moss, maidenhair fern stems, etc., lined 
with fine hairlike roots. Placed at low heights in a crevice in a 
rock, a hole in a bank or among the exposed roots of a tree. 
JSggsi— 3 or 4, warm buff, the whole surface densely covered with 
minute dark reddish brown specks. Size about 15X12 mm. Both 
sexes incubate. 

RACIAL caiARACTEiiisTrcs, MEASUREMENTS, ETC ; Female colUni may be 
dilferentiattKl from female leucomelanura (p. 137) in having tlie> chin, throat and 
breast buff. In the latter tho chin and abdomen are pure white. But field 
identification of feniahi.s (when nnaevompanied by males) is difficiill and un- 
satisfactory, since apart fi-oni tlieir close superficial similarity with each other, 
bodi of them cun l)e readily conlusetl with' the slightly larger Biiloustailed 
Flycatcher, Muscicapa ruficauda, of the western Himalayas. 

, The Fauna gives for d 9 Wing 50-59; bill o\ 9; tarsus 15-16; tail 
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40*43 mm. Schafer s Sikkim specimens have Wing 5 d d 57, 59, 59, 60, 6J ; 
1 9 56 mm. (Stresemann) 

Iris dark brown; bill, legs, feet black. 


THE LITTLE BLUE-AND-WHITE FLYCATCHER 

Muscicapa superciliaris aestigma Gray 
Muscicapa aestigma Gray, 1846, Cat. Mamins. Birds Nepal, Thiliet; 90, 155. 
ex Hodgson’s Zooh Miscell, 1844, p. 84, nom. nucl, — Nepal. 

F.B.i. 2: 223 

LOCAL name: Tuni-ti-ti (Lepcha). 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD characters: Male: Above, deep blue, with a wliitc patch 
at base of tail. Below, white, with a blue-black band across breast 
broken in the middle. 

Female: Above, greyish brown witli ])luo upper tail-coverts. Tail 
blackish, edged with blue. Below, .sullied whitish, with glistening 
white throat and upper breast. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not commoii. The Survey came across it 
only once at Rangpo, c. 1000 ft., in November. Stevens records it 
from the Sikkim Himalayas, but outside the State territory, at 
c, 4700 ft. in March, April, SeiDtcmber, October. In Bhutan, Ludlow 
found it breeding at ^00 ft. in June. Partial to fairly open oak 
and mixed broaa-leafed forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: E. Nepal, Bhutan to NE. Assam, 
Assam hills, Manipur, N. Burma, N. Thailand. The better known 
west Himalayan race is found from wesleni Nepal to the Afghan 
frontier. 

GENERAL HABITS: Typical. Keeps largely to the middle storey of 
the forest, often in the mixed hunting parties of small insectivorous 
birds. Constantly jerks uj> tail with a chr-r-r or ir-r-r at each jerk. 
In summer the male utters a short feeble song cltiri-ri-ri. 

NESTING : Not recorded in Sikkim. Elsewhere?, season — May to 
July. Nest — a well made cup of diy moss lined with fibres, roots 
or hair. Placed in a hole or rift in a tree-trunk, 5 to 25 It. up. 
Eggs — 3 or 4, pale olive-greenish to dull stone-buff colour with 
minute freckles of reddish brown, sometimes dense and forming a 
cap at the broad end. Size about 15x12 mm. Both sexes build 
the nest and feed the young. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, ME \suRnMENTS, ivix' ; The west Hima- 

layan race is readily distinguished by the presence of n prominent wliite eyelirow. 
In the British Mustmin there arc t\\'o specimens o( that lace collected near Dar- 
jeeling by J. Gammic in March 1874. 

Tlie Fauna gives the nieasureineiits as : d 9 Wing 62-68; bill c. 9; tarsu.s 
16-17; tail 43-45 mm. 

Iris dark hrowm; bill black, legs and feet deep brown or 'purplish black*. 
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THE SLATY BLUE FLYCATCHER 

Muscicapa leacomelanura leucomelanura (Hodgson) 
Digenea leucomelanura Hodgson, 1845, Proc. 2ool, Soc. London: 26 — 
Nepal. (Restricted to eastern Nepal by Vaurie, 1953, Am. Afus. Nooit., No. 

1641: 4). 

Plate 16, fig. 3 (facing p. 161) 


F.B.i. 2; 219 

LOCAL NAME: 

size: sparrow—. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: Male: Above, slaty blue with forehead and 
sides of crown a paler brighter grey-blue. Lores and sides of head 
black. Upper tail-coverts black. Tail black with white base. 
Below, greyish white tinged with fulvous on breast and flanks. 

Fefnale: Above, olive-brown tinged on rump with rufous. Upper 
tail-coverts and tail ferruginous. A fulvous ring round eye. Below, 
fulvous white paling to pure while on chin and abdomen. 

The male can be told from male hypeiythra by absence of 
white sup<Tcilium and greyish fulvous underparts. M. hodgsonii, 
which also lacks the supercilium, has orange-chestnut underparts. 
The female is a very good replica of the slightly larger Rufoustailed 
Flycatcher (Muscicapa ruficauda) and can be readily confused with 
it in the field. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Steveus dcscribcs it as occurring in the outer 
ranges of the Sikkim Himalayas at all elevations from 3500 to 
10,000 ft, according to season, and as probably descending to the 
foothills in winter. Notetl by the Sikkim Survey, November to 
April, between c. 1000 ft (Rangpo) and 6000 ft. (Gangtok), but as 
far from common. Schafer collected specimens at 13,000 ft (Thangu) 
in July, and at 9000 ft (l.achen) in September. Affects forest with 
dense undergrowth. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas from Kashmir to 
Assam. The species extends into Manipur, Burma and Thailand. 

GENERAL HABITS : Typical. Keeps singly to the forest understorey, 
hunting from bushes. Its alanu notes arc well described by 
Heinrich as a quick-repeated zieh-Uckfickticktick, As in other 
flycatchers, the tail is jerked up from time to time to the cocked 
position with the wings partly drooping at the sides. 

NESiiNG : Season — May-June. Nest — a massive little cup of moss, 
mixed with leaves, wool, fur, etc. Placed in a hollow or crevice in 
a tree-trunk. Eggs — 3 or 4, whitish pink to creamy pink, minutely 
speckled all over with pinkish red, sometimes thickly at the broad 
end to form a cap. Size about 16x12 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENl'S, ETC : Th© Fauua gives foF (S 9 

Wing 57-72 (sic): bill c. 9; tarsus 19-20; tail 48-50 mm. 

Schafer’s Sikkim specimens (4 cTd*) have Wing 60, 61, 61, 63 mm. 

Iris dark brown; bill black; logs and fwt pale horny brown to dark brown. 
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THE SAPPHIREHEADED FLYCATCHER 

Muscicapa sapphira (Blyth) 

Mwfcicapula sappJdra Blyth, 1843, Jour. Amt. Soc. Bengal 12: 939 — 

Durjeeling. 

Plate 16, fig. 2 (facing p. 161) 


F.BX 2: 225 

LOCAL name : 

size: Sparrow—. 

FiELi> CHARACTERS : Aclult Male: Above, forehead, crown and nape 
brilliant ultramarine blue. A line through the eye black. Sides of 
head and upper parts deep purplish blue. Upper taihcoverts bright 
blue. Tail and wings black, edged with blue. Below, chin, throat 
and upper breast light chestnut. A broken breast-band deep blue. 
Rest of underparts pale blue-grey. 

Winter (and/w first year ?) plumage like the female, but with 
wings, rump, upper tail-coverts and tail as above. Males also breed 
in this plumage. 

Female: Above, rufous-olive. Upper tail-coverts bright ferrugi- 
nous. Tail dark brown, tineeil ferruginous. A bright tuKous ring 
round eye. Belotv, chin, throat and breast pale orange-chestnut. 
Rest of underparts dull white, brownish on flanks and under tail- 
coverts. 

STATUS AND HABTfAT : Fairly common betwe^eii November and 
April from 1000 to 5500 ft. altitude, chiefly under 2500 ft. (Rangpo, 
Singtam, Martam, Kewzing). Recorded as a permanent resident in 
Sikkim. Affec’ts the middle storey of forest. 

DiS'rwBUTiON OUTSIDE SIKKIM: E. Nepal, Bhutan to E. Assam, 
E. Bengal; Naga, Chin and Kachin Hills. 

GENERAL HABITS *. Typical flycatcher. Droops wings at sides and 
jerks up tail from time to time, uttering tick-tick at each jerk. Hunts 
chiefly within tlie foliage canopy of a tree, but also from bushes and 
end branches of large trees. 

nesting: Not recorded in Sikkim. Elsewhere, season — May-June. 
Nest — a small cup of moss, moss-roots, maidenhair fern stems, etc. 
neatly rounded off inside. Placed in a hollow in a vertical bank or 
hole in a tree-stump. Egf^s — 4, pale yellowish grey to warm buff- 
stone, varyingly stippled with paJe reddish to reddish brown. Size 
about 15x12 mm. Both sexes incubate. 

RACIAL CHAnACiERisTiJCs, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The Sikkim Survey speci- 

mens measure: 

Wing Bill Tai'sus Tail 

3 d d 60-05 12-13 10.5 44-51 mm. 

2 9 9 57.5-61 12-12.5 17 40-43.5 mm. 

lri.s brown; bill black, legs, feet and claws homy brown or brownish 
lilack. 
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THE LARGE NILTAVA 

Muscicapa grandis grandis (Blyth) 

Chaitaris fs^andis Blytli, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 11; 189 — 

Darjeeling. 

Plate 16, fig, 5 (facing p. 161) 

F.BJ. 2: 257 

LOCAL name: Maigong (Lepcha). 

SIZE : Between BmbuT and Myna. 

FIELD characters : A large, rather sluggish flycatcher, Male: 
Above, dark purplish blue. Lores, forehead and sides of head black. 
Crown, rump, upper tail-coverts, a shoulder-patch and a patch on 
either side of the neck brilliant cobalt blue. Tail- and wing feathers 
black, edged with blue. Below, chin, throat and upper breast black, 
changing lower to blue-black, and to bluish ashy on abdomen and 
under tail -coverts; the last scalloped with white. 

Female: Above, fulvous brown. Tail- and wing feathers edged 
with deep rufous. Below, olive-brown with pale huff chin, throat 
and upper breast; a diagnostic patch of bright blue on either side 
of neck. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly c'ommon. Tlie Survey came across it 
between 4000 and 7000 ft, elevation in winter — November to April 
(Temi, Kewzing, Rinchiiipong, Pemionche, Gangtok). Awarently 
resident at all seasons. Schafer collected specimens around Gangtol^ 
c, 6000 ft, December to March, and also in June. Affects dense 
secondary jungle. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Central Nepal, Bhutan, Assam 
hills north and south of Brahmaputra River; Manipur, Burma, 
Thailand. The species extends to Yunnan and the Indochinese and 
Malaysian subregions. 

GENERAL HABITS: Comparatively sluggish for a flycatcher. Seen 
singly or in separated pairs, often in low bushes or even on the 
ground. Food: insects and berries; the latter picked from trees and 
also off the ground (?). Call (or song ?): a thin, rather mournful, 
rising three-noted whistle whee-whee-wip, repeated monotonously 
from a tree-top for several minutes at a stretch. 

nesting: Season — May-June. Nest — a cup of green moss lined 
with fine moss-roots. Placed in a crevice of a rock, a hollow in a 
bank, amongst the exposed roots of a tree, and in similar situations. 
Eggs — ^normally 4, creamy white or pinkish white to warm buff, 
variously freckled with light reddish or buffy brown. Size about 
25X18 mm. 

RACIAL ('HABACTERisTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : The Sikkim Survcy 
specimens {3 6 d) measure Wing 108-112; bill 18-20; tarsus 23-25; tuil 
92-99 mm. 

A large series collected by Schiifer gives Wing 13 d d 102-108 (av. 
105.5); 3 9 9 102, 103, 104 mm. (Strescmann). 

Iris brown; bill, legs, feet and daws black; soles greyish flesh colour. 
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THE RUFOUSBELLIED NILTAVA 

Mtisdccepa sundara mndara (Hodgson) 

NilUwa sundara Hodgson, 1837, Ind. Review 1: 650 — Nepal. 

F.B.i. 2: 259 

LOCAL names: Niltava (Nepali); Marong (Lepcha). 

size: Sioarrow. 

FiEU) cHARACi'ERS : Male: Above, dark blue and cobalt blue, witli 
glistening black forehead and sides of neck. Below, bright chestnut, 
with black throat and a distinctive patch of bright blue on either 
side of neck. 

Female: fulvous olive-brown with chestnut tail, a patch of 
lustrous blue on either side of neck, and a large round white patch 
below the throat. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common. Resident. The Survey 
recorded it between 1000 and 7000 ft. elevation from November to 
April (Rangpo, Singtam, Martam, Kewzing, Dcntam, Gangtok). 
Schafer obtained specimens at Lachen, c. 9000 ft., in September 
including some just moulting out of juvenile plumage, indicating 
that they were bred in that neighbourhood. Affects secondary and 
bush jungle. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills; 
Manipur, Bunna. The contiguous western Himalayas, to Murree, 
are occupied by the paler race foMuosa, The species extends to 
the Indochinese and Malaysian subregions. 

GENERAL HABITS*. Huiits from low bushcs in the typical flycatcher 
manner, and also freely descends to the ground like a bushchat. 
Often associates witli the mixed hunting flocks of small birds in 
forest. Eats insects as well as berries. Silent except for a harsh 
tr-r-r-tchik or tzi, tzi, tzi sometimes lieard. Stuart Baker mentions 
that ‘it is a beautiful singer as are all tlie Niltavas'. Personally I have 
never heard its song, and cannot trace where it has been described. 

^ Neither have I heard or seen described the song of the Small Niltava; 
and the vocal performance of the Large Niltava (above) can hardly 
be called a beautiful song I 

nesting: Season — May-June, from c. 3500 ft. elevation up. 
IVest — a neat and compact cup of green moss, lined with fine moss- 
roots. Placed in a hollow amongst the exposed roots of a tree or 
a moss-covered bank; well concealed. Eggs — 4, very similar to 
tjiose of the Large Niltava, creamy white or pinkish white to warm 
buff, freckled with light reddish or brownish. Size about 21 X 16 mm. 
Both sexes partake in the domestic chores. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : At a Superficial glauce, 
particularly when seen from below, d liable to be confused with the Blue- 
fronted Redstart in its winter quarters. The redstart is, however, readily 
distinguished by its blue-black throat extending down to upper breast, and 
by its chestnut rump and tail 
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The Sikkim Survey specimens measure: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

2 6 6 85 15.5-17.5 22 69-71,5 mm. 

8 9? 80-83 16-17 21.5-22.5 62-66 mm. 

Schafer's Sikkim skins give Wing 4 ad. 6 6 84-87 (av. 85,7); 4 9,9 
78-82 (av. 85.7) mm. 

Iris brown; bill 6 black, 9 blackish brown; legs and feet plumbeous 
brown; claws horny brown. 


THE SMALL NILTAVA 

Muscicajm niaigrigonae (Burton) 

Phoenicura macgrigorUw Burton, 1835. Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 152 — 

Himalayas. 


F.B.i. 2: 260 

LOCAL NAME; Phat-tagrak-plio (Leixha). 

SIZE: Sparrow—, 

FIEI.D CHARACTERS : Male: Above, including exposed parts of wings 
and tail purple-blue. Forccrown, sides of crown, rump, upper tail- 
covertvS, and a patch on either side of neck brilliant cobalt blue. 
Forehead, lores, and around eyes black. Below, chin, throat, sides 
of neck and upper breast deep purple-blue, shading to ashy grey 
on lower breast and to pale ashy on abdomen, flanks and under tail- 
coverts. 

Female: Above, fulvous olive-brown, strongly tinged with rufous 
on rump and upper tail-covcrts. Wing- and tail feathers edged with 
rufous excepting the middle pair of rectrices which are wholly rufous. 
Below, chin pale rufous; rest yellowish ashy, paling on abdomen 
and vent. A spot of brilliant blue on either side of neck. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common. Resident between 3000 
and 6000 ft. elevation; down to c. 1000 ft. in winter (Rangpo, Singtam, 
Dikchu, Singhik, Temi, Kewzing, Gangtok). Affects dense bush jungle 
and edges of fore.st glades. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : The Himalayas from about 
Mussooree eastward through Nepal and Bhutan to eastern Assam; 
Manipur, Burma, Thailand and the Indochinese subregion, 

GENERAL HABITS : Keeps singly or in pairs, hunting winged insects 
in the air in the typical flycatcher style, from bushes. Seldom on 
ground like the two otlu^r niltavas. Prefers deep shady glades, and 
is more active in the early mornings and about dusk. Said to have 
a curious low grating subsong. 

nesting: Season — May-June. Flest — a cup of green moss etc. 
.similar to that of the other niltavas, somewhat deeper. Placed in 
a hollow in a vertical bank. Eggs — normally 4, variable, creamy 
white to ^eyish yellow, profusely or sparsely covered with pale 
dull reddi^ markings, more numerous and forming a ring or cap 
at the broad end. Size about 18x13 mm. 
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M U S C I C A P 1 D A E 


RACIAL CHARAC'TEHisTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC; Tile Sikkim Survey speci- 
mens measure : 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

Id 65 1L5 18 54 mm. 

2 9 9 64 12-12.5 18-18.5 48-50 mm. 

Schafer's Sikkim skins hai-e Wing 4 d d 65-67; 2 9 9 65-60 mm. 

Iris brown; bill homy black; legs, feet and claws horny brown. 


THE PALE BLUE FLYCATCHER 

Muscicapa unicolor unicolor (Blyth) 

Cyorni^ utncolm Blyth, 1843 Jour. Asuit. Soc. Bengal 12: 1007 — 

Darjeeling. 


F.B.r. 2: 230 

LOCAI. name: 

SIZE : Sparrow. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : Adult Mcdci Above, including exposed portions 
of wings and tail blue, deeper on upwr tail-coverts and edges 
of tail feathers. Forehead, front and sides of crown, a narrow 
ring round eye, and a shoulder-patch (lesser wing-coverts) ultramarine 
or lapis blue. Lores black. Below, pale dull blue, changing to 
greyish white on abdomen, flanks ancf under tail-coverts — the last 
broadW scalloped with white. 

Differs from male Verditer Flycatcher, Mmcicapa thalassina 
(p. 144), in being more blue, less blue-green, and lacking the prominent 
black eye-stripe. 

Fenude: Above, fulvous olive-brown. Tail, and edges of wing 
feathers ferruginous. Lores, and a ring round eye whitish. Below, 
pale earthy brown. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident, but possibly with some seasonal 
altitudinal movement. The British Museum lias Sikkim skins 
collected in all months of the year (elevations unrecorded). 
Meinertzhagen obtained specimens between c. 2000 and 6000 ft. in 
September/October 1925 (Dikchu, Singhik, Gangtok). The recent 
Survey met with the species between 5000 and 5500 ft. in the last 
week of March (Temi, Kewzing). A pair at Temi was obviously 
nesting on 31 March. Affects oak and mixed broad-leafed forest 
on hillsides. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan to eastern Assam; 
Burma, Thailand, Malaya. 

GENERAL HABITS; Typical flycatcher. Utters the characteristic 
fr-r-r as it twitches up its tail half-cocked between the drooping 
wings. The song is described as being richer than that of any other 
member of the Muscicapa group. 

NESTING : Season — April-May. Nest — a massive cup of moss 
and fem-stems etc. felted together; lined with fern-roots Placed 
in a hole in a bank, or at the junction of a large branch with the 
trunk of a tree, fairly low down. Eggs — .3 or 4, pale yellowish or 
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buff, with numerous dark reddish brown blotches, dense at the 
broad end often forming a cap. Size about 23x18 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTLRTSTijCs, MEASUREMENTS, ETC; Thc Fauna gives lor <5 9 
Wing 78-85; hill 14-15; tarsus 17-18; tail 68-75 mm. 

Iris dark brown; bill black, base of lower mandible grey; legs and feet 
dai’k brown. 


THE BLUETHROATED FLYCATCHER 

Mmdcapa ntheculoidefi ruf)eculoid€s (Vigors) 
Phoenicura rubeciiUndes Vigors, 1831, Proc. Zool. Soc. Loudon- 35 — 

Darjeeling. 


F.B.I. 2: 231 

LOCAL NAME: Manzil-pho (Lepeha). 

SIZE : Sparrow. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : Male: Above. dark blue including exposed 
liortions of wings and tail. Forehead, and a streak over eye, 
gli.stening azure blue. A bright blue shoulder patch (lesser wing- 
coverts). Below, chin, throat, sides of neck and breast, deep blue. 
Breast bright ferruginous, paling on flanks and whitening on 
abdomen and under tail-coverts. 

Female: Above, olive-brown, tinged with rufous on forehead 
and rump. A fulvous ring round eye. Wings and tail brown 
edged with ferruginous. Below, ferruginous, paler on chin and 
throat, white on abdomen and vent. 

STATUS AKD HABITAT: Undetermined. Stevens had the impression 
that it does not go higlier than the foothills. The Survey came 
across it only at Singtam, c. 1000 ft., in April, but Meinertzhagen 
collected specimens at Rangpo, c. 1000 ft, and also Gangtok, 
c. 6000 ft., in the scrcond half of October (1925). Elsewhere in the 
Sikkim Himalayas it has been taken at 3750 ft in January. Affects 
secondary and bamboo jungle. 

DISTRIBUTION ouT.siDE SIKKIM: Summer, lower Himalayas from 
Kashmir to eastern Assam, north and south of Brahmaputra River; 
N. Burma, Thailand, Yunnan. Winter, peninsular India; Ceylon. 
The species extends through the Indochinese subregion. 

GENERAL HABITS *. Typical. In summer the male has a pleasant 
little metallic trill, similar in pattern to the song of the more familiar 
Tickell's Redbreasted Blue Flycatcher {Muscicapa Uckelliae) of 
l^eninsular India, but somewhat richer. 

nesting: No record for Sikkim. In Nepid, season — April-May. 
Nest — a collection of moss, dead leaves and lichen, with a cup- 
shaped lining of fine moss-, fern- or grass-roots, fitted within a hollow 
in a mossy bank, a hole in a tree-stump, etc. Eggs — ^mostly 4, pale 
olive-brown, sometimes with an ill-defined darker cap or ring at the 
broad end. Size about 19X14 mm. Both sexes incubate. 
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M U S C I C A [ 1) A E 


FACIAL cHAJiACTEaiSTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The Fauiia givcs for 
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

6 6 65-75 11.5-12.5 c. 20 53-60 mm. 

9 9 69-74 AJ.12 e. 19 49-52 mm. 

Iris brown; bill brownish black; legs and feet greyish brown, sometimes 
with a pinkish tinge. 


THE VERDITER FLYCATCHER 

Mmcicapa tiuilassina thalassina Swainsoii 
Muscicapa thalassina Swjiinson, 1838, Nat. Library, Flycatchers- 252 — India 

F.B.i. 2: 239 

LOCAL NAME: Sibyell-plio (Lepcha). 

.SIZE : Sparrow. 

FIELD characters: a conspicuous bright blue-green flycatcher 
with black forehead and lores produced backward as a streak under 
tlie eye. 

Female: duller and greyer. 

status and habitat: Common summer (breeding) visitor, from 
c. 2000 to 10,500 ft. elevation (Singhik, Chungthung, Kewzing, 
Pemionche, Gangtok, Kaiponang). Absent between November and 
March. Affects openly forested hillsides. Commonly breeding in 
and about Gangtok town. 

DiSTRiBUiTON OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Summer, throughout die Himalayas, 
east to west, between c. 4000 and 10,000 ft. elevation; Assam, Burma. 
Winter, more or less the entire Indian Union and E. Pakistan. The 
species extends through Malaysia. 

GENERAL HABITS : Typical flycatcher. Hunts from tops of tall trees, 
dead stumps or overhead electric wires (Gangtok). In summer the 
males constantly sing from tree-tops and other exposed stances, a 
pleasant jingling warble reminiscent of the White-eye’s (Zosterops), 
but louder. 

nesting: Season— April-May, Nest — a thick-sided cup of green 
moss, roots and fibres, lined with fine moss-roots etc. Placed in a 
pocket ill an earth-bank, or a liollow in a decaying tree-stump. Some- 
times on a ledge or hole in the wall of a building. Eggs — 4 or 5, 
mostly creamy pink, sparsely freckled with reddish, more densely 
in a ring at the broad end. Size about 19x14 imn. Both .sexes 
share all the domestic chores. 

RACIAL CHARAC-TF.HISTICS, MEASUUExMEN'J S, FTC : cJ diffoVS fi om 6 of M. 

unicolor in being more blue-green or verditer blue, and in its black forehead 
and eyestripe. 

The Fauna gives the inciLsurements as J 9 Wing 79-89; bill c. 11; tarsus 
c. 18; tail 60-74 mm, 

Schafer’s Sikkim skins have Wing 0 66 83-90 (av. 85.5); 3 9 9 78-81 
(av. 79.3) mm. 

Iris brown; bill black, angle of gape flesh colour; legs, feet and claws 
brownish black or black. 








THE PIGMY BLUE FLYCATCHER 


145 


THE PIGMY BLUE FLYCATCHER 

Musciciipella hodgsani hodg&oni (Moore) 

Nemura hodgsoni Mcx)re, in Horsfield & Moore, 1854, Cat. Birds, Mus. 

E. I. Co., 1 : aOO—Nepal. 

Plate 16, fig. 4 (facing p. i61) 

F.BJ. 2 : 237 (=Nittdi 4 la hodgsoni) 

LOCAL name: 

size; Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHARACTERS .* A diminutive flycatcher with a slender 
warbler-like bill. Maie: Above, bright dark blue, brightest and more 
ultramarine on crown. Wings and tail black, edged with deep blue. 
Forehead, lores and sides ot head blue-black. Below, pale orange- 
yellow, paling to whitish on central abdomen. 

Female: Above, olive-brown, more rufous on rump and upper 
tail-coverts. Wing- and tail feathers brown, edged witli rufous. 
Below, pale yellow; whitish on central abdomen, vent and under 
tail-coverts. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Rare. Recorded as resident up to 7000 ft. 
or higher. Seasonal movements undetermined. The Survey came 
across it only between 1500 and 2000 ft. elevation (near Rangpo 
and Singtam) in December, Affects shmbs and large trees on the 
edge of glades and clearings in forest, or lining hill streams. 

DiSTRiBirnoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills north 
and south of the Brahmaputra; Naga Hills, Bunna, Thailand, south 
to the Malaysian subregion. 

CENERAi. habits: Kecps singly. Very lively and restless. Actions 
reminiscent of both flycatcher and leaf warbler. Descends to ground 
to pick up an insect, twitching up and cocking tail from time to 
time between half-drooping wings in typical flycatcher style. When 
on ground looks rather like a shortwing. Also makes short aerial 
sorties after midges etc, within the spreading foliage canopy of l^e 
trees. Sometimes flutters at leaf-sprigs like a Phylloscopus. The 
song, if any, is unrecorded. 

nesting : Unknown. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, measdrlmekts, ETC: The SuTVcy speciiTiens 
(2 u c?) measure: Wing 50-53; bill 11; tarsus 16-17, tail 35 mm. 

Iris brown; bill black, horny at base of lower mandible; legs and feet 
greyish flesh colour. 


10 
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muscicapidae 


THE GREYHEADED FLYCATCHER 

Culicicapa ceylonetim calochrysea Oberholser 

Ctilicicapa ceylonemis calochrysea Oberholser, 1923, Smith. Misc. Coll. 76; 
8— Qua>Tnoo Choung=left bank of Thaungyin River, lat. 17° 15' N., Amherst 

District, Burma. 

F.B.I, 2: 255 

LOCAL name; 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : Head, ueck, throat and breast ashy grey, 
darker on crown. Bright yellowish green above, with yellow rump; 
bri^t yellow on underparts. Wing- and tail feathers brown, edged 
with greenish yellow. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Common. Resident up to c. 7,000 ft. 
elevation, with little seasonal altitudinal movement (Rangpo, 
Singtam, Kewzing, Rinchinpong, Gangtok, Pemionche). Aflects 
openly wooded country and fore.st glades. 

DISTRIBUTION oiTTSiDE siKiOM: Sumtmr, throughout the Himalayas 
from the Afghan border to Assam; Burma, Thailand mid the 
Indochinese subregion. Winter, peninsular India south to about 
Hyderabad. The nominate rac-e occupies Ceylon and southern India. 

GENERAL HABTfs': Active and restless. Makes agile acrobatic 
swoops after gnats, moths, etc. from a bare twig or liana stem, 
turning, twisting and looping in the air and returning to its base. 
One or two commonly present amongst the mixed hunting parties 
of small insectivorous birds in forest. Utters a distinctive sharp 
twittering note as it hunts. Song: a lively little intenogative 
chik . . . whichee-wHchee, amazingly loud, constantly repeated. 

NESTING: Season — May-June, at c. 5000 ft. elevation. Nest— a 
tiny cup of moss and lichens, placed 5 to 20 ft. up, amongst thick 
moss against a tree-trunk or in the angle of outflaking bark, well 
obliterated in its surroundings. Eggs— 3 or 4, greyish- or creamy 
white, blotched with pale yellowish grey, more densely at the broad 
end. Size about 15X12 mm, 

lUciAL CHARACTEMSTics, MEASURFMJFNTS, ETC: The Ceylonese-.soutli Indian 
race ceylonensis is more richly coloiaed. 

The Sikkim Survey specimens measure; 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

2 dd 63-65 12.5 13.5-14 51-53 mm. 

1 o? 61 12.5 12.5 50 mm. 

Six specimens (sex ?) collected by Schafer in Sikkim have Wing 60-65 (av. 
62.6) mm. 

Iris brown; bill brown, lower mandible paler or pinkish flesh; legs and feet 
yellow or yellowish brown; claws horny brown. 
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THE YELLOWBELLIED FANTAIL FLYCATCHER 

Ehipidura hypoxantha Blyth 

Bhipidum hypoxantha Blyth, 1843, Jour, Asiat, Soc, Bengal 12 : 935 — 

Darjeeling. 

Plate 16, fig. 6 (facing p. 161)^ 

F.BJ. 2 : 275 {^Chdidorhynx) 

LOCAL name: Sitte kloom (Lepcha). 

SIZE: Sparrow—. 

FIELD characters : A rcsdcss diminutive fantall flycatcher. 
Male: Above, dark olive-brown with forehead and broad supercilium 
bright yellow. Ear-coverts and a line through eye black. Tail 
feathers brown, conspicuously white-shafted; all except central pair 
broadly tipped widi white. 

Female differs only in having the eye-stripe blackish olive-brown. 

STATUS and HABITAT: Commoii. Resident. Recorded between 
November and April at all elevations from 1000 to 12,000 ft (Rangpo, 
Singtam, Martam, Singhik, Dentam, Rinchinpong, Chungthang, 
Manshitang, Gangtok, Perilom La, Karponang, Sandakphu). Schafer 
also collected specimens at Lachen, c. QOCK) ft, in August and 
September. Affects glades in tall forest as well as secondary jungle. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas from about Sialkot 
(Punjab) eastward tlirough Nepal and Bhutan to extreme eastern 
Assam; Manipur, Burma, Thailand, Yunnan and the Indochinese 
subregion. 

GENERAL HABITS : Entirely arboreal. Extremely lively and restless. 
Usually met with singly or in pairs, and almost invariably as an 
outrider of active hunting flocks of ‘times' in forest. Flits amongst 
the branches and foliage, pirouettes with fanned-out tail and pardy 
dro<iping wings, and launches agile turning and twisting aerial sallies 
after midges etc. Constantly utters a feeble sharp sip, sip. Its 
song is described as ‘a feeble little goldfinch-like trill — a rapid 
repetition of the same high-pitched note. 

nesting: Season — May-June, up to the highest elevations. Nest 

a deep, straight-sided litde cup of moss, mixed with lichen, 

hair, wool, etc., built on a horizontal branch, c. 6 to 15 ft. from the 
ground. Eggs— 2 or 3, pink, deeper coloured at the broad end. Size 
about 14x11 mm. 

racial characteristics, measurements, etc: The Survey specimens 
measure : 

Wing Bill larsus Tail 

2 cJ cf 58 10-10.5 14-15 57, mm. 

1 o? 57 9.5 15 55 mm. 

’ In the illusti'ation the tajj iXDsition is inaccurate. Characteristically it is 
carried half erect and fanned out. 
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\tUsClCAPlDAE 


A large series collected in Sikkim by Schiifer gives Wing 15 ad. <S9 
53-57 (av. 55.5) mtn. 

Iris brown; bill : upper mandible homy brown, lower orange-yellow or 
yellowish flesh; legs and feet brown widi yellowish tinge; claws homy brown 
with slight olive tinge.- 


THE WHITETHROATED FANTAIL FLYCATCHER 

Rhipidum albicollis albicolUs (Vieillot) 

Piatfjrhynchm albicollis Vieillot, 1818, Nouv. Diet. d'Hist. Nut. 72: 13 — 

Bengal. 


F.B4. 2: 279 

LOCAL NAME: Nom-dit-nom (Lepcha). 
size: Between Sparrow and Bulbul. 

FIELD CHARACTEBs: A restless, dark sooty brown fantail flycatcher 
with a prominent white band or semi-collar across the throat, short 



Whitethroated Fantail Flycatcher 
Alnnit one-half 


white supercilia, and broadly white-tipiied tail. Forehead, forecrown, 
lores, over and under eye, and ear-coverts, black. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common. Resident up to c. 6000 ft. 
elevation (Rangpo, Sinetam, Martatn, Kewzing, Manshitang, Gangtok^ 
Affects secondary jungle. 


THE SIKKIM SPOTTED BABBLEB 
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DisTBZBUTiON OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Hie Himalayas from Kashmir 
through Nepal and Bhutan to eastern Assam; Burma, Thailand, 
Yunnan. The species extends through the Indochinese and Malaysian 
subr^ions. 

GEip:RAL HABITS : Seen singly or in pairs, often in association with 
the mixed hunting flocks in forest. Flits tirelessly amongst branches 
and foliage in the middle storey, waltzing and pirouetting with 
fanned-out erect tail, and wings drooping at the sides. Makes short 
looping aerial sallies after gnats and other tiny winged insects which 
comprise its diet. Utters a harsh chuck or chuck-r. Has a lively 
but rather feeble jerky whistling song tri-riri-riri^ reminiscent of the 
Largebilled Leaf Warblers {Phytloscopus magmrostris). 

NESTING : Season — May-Junc. Nest — a beautiful little cup of 
fine grass and fibres, neatly plastered on the outside with cobwebs, 
and with a bunch of strii>s of the nest material dangling below. 
Built in a horizontal fork or elbow of a twig, seldom more than 
8 ft. up. Eggs— 5 or 4, pale sandy white with tiny brown specks, 
forming a ring round the Tbroad end. Size about 17X13 mm. 

RAciAiw CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : Birds from the western 
Himalayas, westward to Kashmir, are slightly paler, but hardly worth recognition 
as the separate race canescens pioposcd by Koelz. Tlio same applies to the 
slightly darker birds of Bhutan and eastward, separated as tlie race Stanley i by 
Baker. 

A specimen collected by the Sikkim Survey (9) measures: Wing 80; bill 
15.5; tarsus 19.5; tail 101 mm. 

Seven adult d 9 in Schafer’s Sikkim collection give Wing 73-79 (av. 76.3) 
mm. 

Iris brown; bill brownish black; legs, feet and claws homy brown. 


Subfamily Tim XL usAE : Babblers 


THE SIKKIM SPOTTED BABBLER 

Pellorneum ruficeps mandellii Blanford 
Pellorneum mandelii Blanford, 1871, Proc. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 9: 216 — 

Sikkim. 

Plate 17, fig. 3 (facing p, 208) 


F.B.I. 1: 240 

LOCAL name: 

size: Between Sparrow and Bulbul. 

FiEijf) CHAHACTEBs: Olive-brown above with reddish brown cap. 
Whitish below, boldly streaked and spotted on breast with dark 
brown. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Confined to the foothills, up to 
about 3500 ft. elevation (Rangpo, Singtam, Martam). Affects thickets 
in secondary scrub and bamboo jungle, 
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MUSCICAPIDAE 


DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal; Bhutan; Assam norfli and 
south of Brahmaputra River, The species, in several races, is widely 
distributed in India, Burma, Malaya, Annain, Cochin-China. 

GENE^ habits; Pairs or small parties skulk in the undergrowth, 
rummaging on the ground among fallen leaves for food. The birds 
walk about like quail or proceed in long thrush-like hops. Food: 
chiefly insects ancl their larvae. Calls: normally, a plaintive whistle 
beat-you or Wll beat you (or pretty-stveet) repeated monotonously 
every five seconds or so with great persistency, sometimes for over 
10 minutes at a stretch. It also has a charming, lively song heard 
chiefly in the breeding season but also sporadically otherwise. It 
is a percussive, loud, clear whistling of several notes rambling up 
and down the scale, sometimes lasting 3 minutes or more with 
practically no break. A subdued c/w*-r, chr-r or kraa, kraa is uttered 
on alarm. 

nesting: Season — chiefly April to June. Nest — a large untidy 
ball of dry bamboo and other leaves with a lateral entrance hole. 
Placed among dead leaves on die ground on steep earth banks etc. 
in forest. Eggs — 2 or 3, white or faint dull cream with numerous 
small brown specks, spots and blotches. Size about 23x17 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The rtico mandcUU differs 
from nominate ruficeps of the greater part of India in being a more rufous- 
olive above, with the upper back streaked with dark brown, crown more 
chestnut than rufous; forehead and eyebrows with black shaft-streaks. 
Breast and belly suffused with ochraceous. 

The Fauna gives the measurements as : d 9 Wing 66-73 (av. 70); bill 
16-17; tarsus 25-26; tail 66-68 mm. 

Iris hazel to crimson-brown; upper mandible dark horny brown, lower 
pale yellowish; legs and feet pale brownish flesh colour. 


THE SLATYHEADED SCIMITAR BABBLER 

Poniatorhinus schisticeps schisticeps Hodgson 
Pomalorhinus schisiicepfi Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19 : 181 — Nepal. 

F.B.I. 1: 206 

LOCAL names: Phoyeum-pho or Phurreeam-pho (Lepcha). 

size: Myna—. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : OHve-brown above, maroon- chestnut and white 
below, with dark slaty head and prominent white eyebrow. Curved, 
pointed black-and-yellow bill. Sexes alike. 

status and habitat; Uncommon. At low elevations in the 
Teesta Valley, normally to about 2000 ft. (?) — Rangpo, Singtam. 
Meineitzhagen obtained a specimen at Gangtok, 6400 ft, on 
18 December. Affects thickets, particularly on the site of abandoned 
cultivation, and in secondary and mixed bamboo forest. 

DISTOIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal; Bhutan. The species, in 
several races, occurs from the NW. Himalayas right across to our 
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extreme NE. frontier. Hills of Assam, N. Burma, Thailand, Malaya, 
Indonesia. 

GENERAL HABITS: Shy and secretive, and a great skulker. Pairs 
or family parties, sometimes associated with various laughing 
thrushes, keep to dense shrubbery, rummaging for food among the 
mulch on the ground, or hopping amongst the undergrowui or 
bamboo culms. When undisturbed and moving about in quest of 
food the birds keep in touch with one another by constant mellow 
gurgling flute-like calls uttered by the male and promptly 
acknowledged by the female with a shorter unmusical note. These 
notes are very similar to those of the Deccan Scimitar Babbler, and 
the birds can be easily decoyed by an imitation of their calls. A 
harsh Jtr-r-r-r is uttered on the slightest alarm. Food: insects, berries 
and seeds. 

NESTING : Season — April to June. Nest — a deep saucer (apparently 
not domed as in most other scimitar babblers) of grass, leaves ana 
fern fronds, lined with finer grass. Placed on or near the ground 
in brushwood or grass. Eggs — 3 or 4, pure white. Size about 
25x19 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISITCS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: A specimen ( C? ) Collccted 

in Sikkim measures: Wing 99; hill 30; tarsas 37; tail 103 mm. 

The Fauna gives for d 9 Wing 98-106; bill c, 27; tarsus c. 32; tail 115- 
120 mm. 

Iris yellowish biscuit, or cream colour; bill yellow, homy brown on basal 
two-thirds of culmen; legs and feet bluish plumbeous; claws homy brown. 


THE SIKKIM RUFOUSNECKED SCIMITAR BABBLER 

Pomatorhiniis mficollis godwini Kinnear 

Pomaiorhinm ruficoUis gochvini Kinnear, 1944, Ihis 86: 79 — Chungkar, SE. 

Bhutan, 6000 ft. 

Plate 20, fig, 5 (facing p. 225) 

F.B.i. 1: 216 (part) 

LOCAL name: 

SIZE : Bulbul. 

FIELD characters: Ruddy brown above; sides of neck and collar 
on hindneck bright ferruginous. Chin, cheeks and throat white. 
Upper breast and centre of abdomen white, streaked with olive 
brown. Sides of breast and abdomen, and rest of underparts, olive- 
brown. A broad white supercilium from bill to nape. Sides of face, 
including ear-coverts, black. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Uncommon and sporadic. Occupies a 
broad altitudinal zone, between about 2500 and 10,000 ft., even in 
winter (Gangtok, Singhik, Dentam, Rinchinpong, Kewzing, Singalila 
Ridge). Affects tliick forest or more open country with dense under- 
growth on hillsides and in ravines. Also moss-draped forest of small 
trees, rhododendron shmbs and bracken at the higher elevations» 
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MUSCICAPIDAE 


DisraiBunoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Eastem Nepal (east of Arun-Kosi 
River), Bhutan, SE, Tibet, Dafla and (presumably) other Assam hills 
north of Brahmaputra River. Other races replace it in the 
W. Himalayas, Assam, Burma, Yunnan, Indochina, S. China. 

cpjBKAL HABITS 2 Not noticeably diiFerent from those of other 
scimitar babblers. Shy, and keeps to dense undergrowth in pairs 
oftener than parties. Has the same range of harsh churring notes 
and pleasant mellow flute-like calls. When miesting for mate which 
has become separated, utters a double-noted call very reminiscent 
of the Redvented Bulbul, but louder and with a thrush-like clearness, 
repeated persistently every few seconds while hopping around, in 
obvious expectancy of an answer. 

NESTtNG: Seosofi — April to June. Nesi — a domed structure of 
dry grass, bracken and bamboo leaves, loosely put together and 
lined with fibres. Placed on the ground under weeds and grass. 
Eggs — 3 to 5, white, measuring about 24x18 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Godtoini differs froiii the 
adjoining nominate race of the W. Himalayas and W. and central Nepal in 
being darker overall — ^more chestnut above, more olive below. 

Two d d collected by the Sikkim Survey measure : Wing 79; bill 22.5- 
24; tarsus 30-31.5; tail 81-85 mm. Three adults in the Scliiifer Sikkim 
collection have Wing 79, 81, 82 mm. 

Iris crimson-brown; bill pale yellow, homy black on two-thirds basal 
portion of upper mandible; legs and feet brownish plumbeous; claws homy 
brown. 


THE SIKKIM RUSTYCHEEKED SCIMITAR BABBLER 

Pomatorhinus erythrogenys haringtoni Stuart Baker 
Pomatorhinus erythrogenys haringtoni Stuart Baker, 1914, Bull Brit, Orn, 
Cl 33: 123 — Darjeeling. 


F.B.I. 1; 220 

LOCAL name: Yongo-hut-pho (Lepcha). 

SIZE : Myna. 

FIELD chabacters: Olivc-brown above. Chin, throat and upper 
breast dark ashy, finely stippled and streaked with white. Centre 
of abdomen white. Sides of breast and body olive-chestnut. Fore- 
head, ear-coverts, sides of neck, thighs and under tail-coverts chestnut. 
A dark moustachial streak. No siipercilium. Rather heavy yellowish 
curved pointed bill. White iris. Sexes alike. 

STATUS and habitat : The commonest scimitar babbler in Sikkim, 
found between about 1000 and 7000 ft. elevation (Rangpo, Gangtok, 
Penlom La, Kewzing, Rinchinpong), Inhabits dense scrub on the 
edge of forest, and about abandoned cultivation and in ravines. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Eastem Nepal; Bhutan. Otlier 
races replace it in the western Himalayas, Assam hills north and 
soudi of Brahmaputra River, Burma, Yunnan. 
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GENIAL HABITS ; Those of the genus. Pairs in summer; small 
parties in winter. A pair keep in touch with each other by the male 
constantly calling a melodious Q . . . P {cue pee, accent on Q) or cue<H>k 
to which the female responds promptly with quip. These three 
notes follow one another so quicldy that they sound iis coming from 
the same bird. The alarm note, a gurgling quoik, is similarly 
answered by the female's tchur, 

nesting: Season — ^April to Tune. Nest — a cup of rootlets domed 
with a loose canopy of aty bamboo leaves. Placed in an earth pocket 
or under a bush on the side of a moist scrub-covered ravine. Eggs — 
normally 3, white, with a pinkish tinge when fresh. Size about 
28X21 mm. 

HACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC. The adjoining racc of the 
W. Himalayas, erythrogenys, is paler above and below and has the chin, throat 
and breast white instead of dusky grey. An intermediate race, ferrugilatus, 
has recently been named by Ripley from western and central Nepal. It is 
clinally darker than etythrogentjs and paler tlian haringtoni. Mcclellandi 
of Assam has the flanks more olivaceous, less chestnut; chin, throat, breast 
and belly white with a band of triangular brown spots on lower throat and 
rounder ones on sides of breast. 

Two d d collected by the Sikkim Survey measure ; Wing 95-96.5; bill 
38-39; tarsus 36.5-38; tail 101-103 mm. 

Nine adults d 9 from Sikkim in Schafer's collection give Wing 92-99 (av. 
95,9) mm. 

Iris creamy or greyish white; Nil brownish flesh colour, dark brown for 
about half basal portion; legs and feet brownish flesh colour; claws pale 
homy. 


THE CORALBILLED SCIMITAR BABBLER 

Pomatorhinus ferruginosus jerruginosus Blylh 
Pomatorhinus ferruginostis Blyth, 1845, Jour, Asiat. Soc. Bengal 14; 597 — 

Darjeeling. 

Plate 20, fig. 3 (facing p. 225) 


F.B.L 1: 213 

LOCAL NAMES; Piong-kohut or Poniong-hut (Lepcha). 

size: Myna. 

FiEiD CHARACTERS: Upper parts rufous olive-browm. Breast and 
centre of abdomen bright ferruginous; rest of underparts olive- 
brown. Forehead rufous. Long white supercilium to nape. Chin, 
cheeks, throat and moustachial streaks white; rest of head including 
ear-coverts black. The deep coral red bill distinguishes it 
immediately from any other scimitar babbler in Sikkim. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT; SpoTse and locol. Gammie found it breed- 
ing at 5000 ft. elevation in the Teesta Valley; Meinertzliagen collected 
specimens above Lachen at 11,700 ft, and Iliangu 12,600 ft. in whiter 
(& December and 16 November 1925), therefore it is evidently a high- 
altitude species. Affects dense shrubbery and ringal bamboo jungle* 
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DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal; Assam hills north of 
Brahmaputra River. Other races in Assam hills south of the Brahma- 
putra; Burma, Tenasserim, N. Thailand, Tonkin. 

GENERAL HABITS : Like the other scimitar babblers, shy and elusive, 
seldom giving a glimpse of itself among the thickets where pairs or 
small parties rummage on the ground, turning over fallen leaves 
and digging in the earth for insects and their larvae. In addition 
to the low grating churr uttered on alarm, it has a number of musical 
hooting calls. 

nesting: Season — ^late April to end June. Nest — a horizontal 
oval ball made of bamboo leaves and grass, lined with soft fibres, 
with entrance hole at one end. Placed a foot or two from ihe 
ground in a bamboo clump or some thick bush. Eggs — 3 to 5, pure 
white. Size about 24X18 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Stuait Baker gives the 

measurements of this race as : d 9 Wing 90-95; bill 27-28; ttmsiis c. 30; tail 
c. 110 mm. 

Iris yellow or golden yellow; bill deep coral red; legs and feel light yellowish 
brown, sometimes witli a greenish or leaden tinge. 


THE SLENDERBILLED SCIMITAR BABBLER 

Xiphirhi/nchm supercilictris superciliaris Blyth 
Xiphirhynchtis superciliaris Blyth, 1842, Jour. Asiat, Soc. Bengal 11: 176 — 

Darjeeling. 

Plate 20, fig. 10 (facing p. 225) 


r.B.i. 1: 224 

LOCAL name: Karriok-tamveep (Lepcha). 

size: Between Bulbul and Myna. 

FIELD CHARACrERS: The long, slender, cuiwed bill is the most 
distinctive feature of this scimitar babbler. Head dark slate, with 
long white supercilium from base of bill. Rest of upper parts 
bright rufous-brown; wings and tail dark brown. Chin and throat 
white; rest of undeiparts paler rufous-brown. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Uncommon. Occurs at elevations between 
about 5000 and 10,000 ft. in summer (Chungthang, Gangtok, Singalila 
Ridge); perhaps lower in winter (Badamtan, Darjeeling District, 
c. 2000 ft. — January). Affects dense ringal bamboo thickets on 
mountain-sides. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Eastem Nepal; Bhutan; Assam hills 
north of Brahmaputra River (?); Manipur. The species extends to 
Burma, Yunnan and Tonkin. 

GENERAL HABITS: Goes about in pairs or small noisy parties; on 
the whole very like other scimitar babblers. Shy and restless. 
Hunts on the ground and in undergrowth for food — insects and 
larvae, fruits like raspberries etc. Is very fond of the nectar of the 
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red silk-cotton flowers (Salmaiia) for wliich it mounts up into the 
leafless trees. The call is a pleasing ripple of whistling notes. 

NESTING: Seoison— chiefly May and June. large globular 

structure of dry bamboo leaves and green grass^ intermingled and 
lined with line roots and fibres. Placed in me top of an old tree- 
stump or among grass tufts and bushes 2 to 3 ft. 5)ove die ground, 
and sometimes on the ground itself. Eggs — 3 to 5, white, glossy, 
unmarked, measuring about 24 X 18 mm. 

BACiAL CHARACTERISTICS. MEASUREMENTS, ETC .* An intennediate race. 
intextm, has recently been described by Ripley from the Mishml Hills. It 
is paler tlian superdliaris and darker and more richly coloured than forresH 
of Indochina etc. 

Tlie F.B.I. gives the measurements of superciliaris as: cT $ Wing 72-77; 
bill 55-60; tarsus c, 30; tail c, 90 mm. 

For 6 Schafer skins from Sikkim (d9) Stresemann gives Wing 74, 75, 
76, 76, 77, 78 mm. 

Iris reddish brown to almost vennilion; bill black, paler at tip; legs and 
feet dull grey or plumbeous brown. 


THE LONGBILLED WREN-BABBLER 

Rimator malacopUlus mdlacoptilus Blyth 
Rimator mdlacoptilus Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16: 154 — 

Darjeeling. 

Plate 17, fig, 5 (facing p. 208) 


F.B.I. 1: 255 

LOCAL name: Karriak-tungbrek-pho (Lepcha). 

SIZE : Sparrow. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: A brown, stub-tailcd, fluffy-plumaged babbler 
with a longish, slightly curved bill. Dark rufescent brown above with 
buff shaft-streaks. Chin white. Throat, breast and abdomen pale 
rufescent brown with whitish shaft-streaks. Sides of body juain 
rufescent brown. Under tail-coverts ferruginous. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Rare. Apparently resident at moderate 
elevations, i.e. about 5000 ft. Affects dense scrub in broken country 
in forest and abandoned clearings. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Bhutan to E. Assam north and south 
of Brahmaputra River; Manipur; Lushai. Another race in Tonkin 
and Sumatra. 

GENERAL HABITS: Very little known. A great skulker; usually in 
pairs. Chiefly terrestrial, rummaging among fallen leaves and mulch 
for insect food like scimitar babblers. Said to possess a sweet 
chirping whistle'. 

nesting: Not recorded in Sikkim. Season (in Assam): April to 
July. Nest — ^larg©, domed, of dead leaves, bracken fronds, etc. Placed 
on the ground amongst roots of bushes or at the foot of a tree. 
EggsS or 4, white with a faint lilac tinge, spotted and blotched 
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with reddish or purplish brown with paler smears of lilac grey and 
darker reddish brown squiggles. Size about 22X16 mm. 

BACiAL CHARAcrERtsTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : The Fauiia givcjs tile 
measurements as: cT 9 Wing 57-00; bill 21-24; tarsus c. 23; tail c. 25 ram. 

Iris light red-brown; upper mandible dark horny, blackish at base i)aler 
at tip; gape and edge of lower mandible blackish, remainder pale homy; 
legs and feet pale livid fleshy, brownish on tarsi. Soles, claws and joints 
very pale. 


THE SCALYBREASTED WREN 

Microtita albiventcr albiventer (Hodgson) 

Tesia allnventer Hodgson, February 1837, Jour, A?iat. Soc. Bengal 6: 102 — 

Nepal. 


F.B.L 1: 458 » 

LOCAL name: Marchok-bong (Lepcha). 

SIZE : Sparrow — . 

FIELD CHARACTERS: A plump, taillcss, squamatcd little ground- 
skulker. Above, rich brown, streaked, spatted and ban'ed with 
fulvous. Wings largely chestnut-brown. Below, chin and throat 
white, the feathers maigined with brown. Breast and abdomen white, 
flanks fulvous, all spangled with black producing a scaly effect. The 
species is dimorphic; in the other forai golden brown replaces white 
on the underparts in either sex. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not nn(X)mmon betMT^en about 5000 and 
10,000 ft. elevation (Chungthang, Gangtok, Zemu, Man.shitang, 
Lachen, Lachung, etc.), Down to 2000 ft. in winter; up to 12,000 ft. 
in summer. Affects dense undergrowth of ferns and nettlevS etc. on 
damp shady hillsides, and in ravines, in evergreen forest. Also 
cardamom plantations, 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: E. Nepal; Bhutan; Assam hills N. 
and S. of Brahmaputra River; Burma. The Himalayas west of 
Nepal, and up to Kaiigra Valley, are occupied by the race padlidior. 
The species extends to Yunnan, Szechwan, Formosa. 

GENERAL HABITS ; Terrestrial. Solitaiy. Bounces like a spring 
toy and creeps about in dense tangled unclergrowth, nervously flicking 
its wings like a PhyUo^opus, searching amongst the mulch and fern 
stems and roots, over and under decaying, moss-covered, fallen tree- 
trunks for insect food, A great skulker and very difBcult to observe. 
Its presence in the dense scjrub is given away only by its ^ loud, 
squeaky, double-noted call seek . . . sik, exactly like an unoiled 'patla' 
swinging back and forth. Calls markedly ventriloquial, the seek 
seeming to come from an entirely different direction to the sik which 
foUows a half second later! Very inquisitive, and when agitated 
by the observers proximity explodes into a scolding, chittering tsik, 
tsik, quite indistinguishable from that of the Brown Wren and remini- 
scent also of the Nepal Wren. It is said to have a song (not heard 
by me), but this has been unsatisfactorily described. 
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NESTING: Season — April to June. Nesf— -either a round ball of 
moss like the Brown Wren’s, or built about 3 ft. up in moss growing 
on die tnink of a large tree in the shape of an ^g bisected lengdi- 
wise and stuck upright against the trunk by its fet side, leaving an 
entrance at the top. Eggs — 3 to 6, white, unmarked, longish ovals. 
Size about 19X14 nun. 

BACiAX. CHABACTEHis'ncs, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : In the adjoining west 
Himalayan race, pallidior, the upper parts are more olive and the underparts 
of the fulvous form paler. 

Two specimens (d 9) collected by the Sikkim Survey measure ; Wing 
63-64; bill 12.5-13; tarsus 24-25; tail 22-23 mm. 

Two adult .Schafer skins (sex ?) have Wing 60, 62 mm. 

Iris brown; upper mandible horny brown, lower brownish flesh colour 
excepting tip which is horny brown; legs, feet and claws homy brown or 
brownish flesh colour. 


THE BROWN WREN 

Microura pusilla pusilla (Hodgson) 

Vnveptjga pusilla Hodgson, 1845, Proc, ZooL Soc, London 13: 25 — Nc^al. 

Plate 18, fig, 4 (facing p. 209) 


F.B.I. 1 : 459 

LOCAL jmame: 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD cHAKACi'Ei^s : An exact miniature of the Scalybreasted Wren, 
witli the same dimorphism in tlie underparts of either sex — ^white 
and golden brown. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fuirfy common. Nonnallv, and on the 
whole, a lower-elevation representative of the Scalybreasted Wren, 
from c. 1000 to 6000 ft. (Rangpo, Singtam, Dikehu, Singhik, Dentam, 
Gangtok), with a wide margin of overlap in their altitudinal ranges. 
Less commonly it overlaps the larger species at the higher elevations 
also: Meinertzhagen obtained si>ecimens at Karponang (9000 ft.) and 
Changu (11,700 ft.) in December, and Sandakphu (11,400 ft, 
Darjeeling District) in January. Affects heavy humid brushwood, 
and tanked undergrowth of ferns, nettles, brambles, etc., and 
cardamom plantations — identical facies with that of the previous 
bird. 

DisTHiBUTiON OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan; i^sam hills north 
and south of the Brahmaputra; Burma, Thailand, Yunnan, S. China, 
The species extends to Malaya, Indonesia, Indochina. 

GENERAL HABITS : Terrestrial, solitary, skulking, restless; very 
similar to those of its larger counteipart, the Scalybreasted Wren, and 
also Tesia oymiwenter (p. 215). The ecology of these damp under- 
growth-haunting species appears to be identical. 

W^en i>ressed or disturbed, it flushes readily but flies only a 
couple of yards, skimming the herbage in a short hop, diving mto 
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the weeds again and creeping away like a mouse through the moss 
and rootstocks. So lightly and quietly does it move that hardly a 
fem-stalk stirs to mark its progress. Thus when further pressed it 
will flush from quite a different spot to where expected, and as 
quickly disappear again. Utters a sharp single tsik every half second 
or so when at ease (as of clicking the tongue against closed teeth), 
and an agitated scolding' chiruk, chiruk when alarmed. Whether 
it also produces the double noted seek . * ,sik of the Scalybreasted 
Wren, or any song, is not reliably recorded. 

NESTING: Season — ^April to June. Nest — of two types: (1) a pad 
of moss-roots etc. fastened inside living green moss on a tree-trunk 
in wet shady forest, 4 to 6 ft. from the ground or higher, and (2) a 
globular structure of bright green moss lined with moss-roots, built 
in the moss hanging down the face of a vertical rock. Eggs— 3, 
white, unmarked. Size about 18X14 mm. 

RACIAL cHARACTEHiSTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : Tlie Sikkim Survev Speci- 
mens measure: 



Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

2 dd 

50-51 

12.5-13 

19-20 inm. 

1 9 

50 

12.5 

19 mm. 

2 0? 

51-53 

13 

20 mm. 


Iris brown; bill dark horny brown, paler on lower mandible; legs, feet 
and claws pale horny brown. 


THE TAILED WREN 

Spelaeornis caudatus (Blytli) 

Tesia caudata Blyth, 1845, Jour. Asiat. Soc. liengal 14: 588— Darjeeling. 

Plate 18, fig. 2 (facing p. 209) 


F.B.I. 1 : 456 

LOCAL NAME: 

size: Sparrow—. Slightly larger than the Nepal Wren. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : Above, olive-brown scalloped with black. 
Lores and sides of head grey. Closed wings and tail chestnut-brown. 
Below, chin and throat chestnut; breast and sides of body paler and 
black spatted. Abdomen black with white streaks and square spots. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Rare, and very little known. The Survey 
did not come across it. Recorded for Sikkim 'at considerable heights'. 
Meinertzhagen procured a specimen at Phalut (10,400 ft., Darjeeling 
EWstrict) in January, in damp undergrowth in thick fore.st. 

DiSTRiBtmoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Bhutan. Possibly also Assam hills 

N. of the Brahmaputra. 

GENERAiv HABITS : Terrestrial, restlessly active, inquisitive, and 
typically wren-like. Call unrecorded. 

NESTING: Published records not completely reliable. Season — 
April to June. Nest — described as egg-shaped, of leaves, fine twigs, 
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bracken and grass, with entrance hole near the top. On ground, 
in heavy wet evergreen forest over 8(XX) ft. elevation. 

RAciAi. CHARACTEMSTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : Tile Fauna gives for d 9 
Wing 47-51; ball 11-12; tarsus c. 20; tail 31-35 mm. 

Iris brown; bill blackish; legs and feet brown. 


THE SPOTTED WREN 

Spelaeomis fonnosus (Walden) 

Troglodytes formosus Walden, January 1874, Ibis: 91 — ^Darjeeling. 

Plate 18, fig. 1 (facing p. 209) 


F.B.I. 1 ; 449 

LOCAL NAME : Marchek-pho (Lepcha). 

size: SpaiTow— . Slightly larger man the Nepal Wren. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : Abaoc, dark brown. Rump and upper tail- 
coverts tinged with rufous and finely white-and-black spotted. 
Exposed portions of flight feathers barred chestnut and white. 
Below, pale fulvous tinged with rufous, marked with fine white lines 
and triangular spots. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Rare. Very little known. I have a sight 
record from Kewzing, c. 7700 ft. (31 March), in dank rhododendron 
forest with thick fern ground cover and mossy rocks and decaying 
trunks of fallen trees, and brushwood. In Bhutan, Ludlow obtained 
it at 4000 ft, elevation (November) in long grass and scrub. 

DISTRIBUTION ouTsmE SIKKIM : Recorded only from Bhutan, Assam 
hills north of Brahmaputra River; South China (Fukien). 

GENERAL HABITS: Evidently similar to those of the Scalybreasted 
Wren. Also, according to Ludlow, ‘its note resembles that of 
Microura p. pusilla (the Brown Wren) but is shaq>er. The bird 
glassed at Kewzing was decoyed out of dense fern undergrowtli by 
Mr Loke imitating its squeaky calls — seek . . . sick — ^which sounded 
almost identical with those of tlie commoner scaly-bellied species. 

nesting: Not authentically recorded, 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : DifFers fi'om the Nepal 
Wren (p. 294) in its shrubby habitat, larger size, stouter bill, more graduated tail, 
and its spotted (not barred) plumage. The Fauna gives die measurements 
as: 6 9 Wing 49-60; bill 11-12; tarsus 18-19; tail 30 mm. A Stevens specimen 
from Mangpu (4300 ft., N. Bengal) — 9 (?), 2.xi.3930 — ^in the Chicago Museum 
of Natural History measures: Wing 46.5; bill 14; tarsus 17.5; tail 25 mm. 

Iris brown; bill, legs and feet homy brown. 
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HUME’S WEDGEBILLED WREN 

Sphenocichla huniei hwnei (Mandelli) 

Heterorhynchus humei Mandelli, 1873, Stray Feathers 1: 415 — Sikkim. 

F.B.I. 1; 461 

LOCAL NAME: 

SIZE: Sparrow 

FIELD CHARACTTERS : A stoiit, squat, heavy looking wren with 
powerful legs and feet (as in the laughing thrushes, Garmlax spp.), 
and conical shaqD-pointed blackish bill. Above, rich golden brown 
with a black scaly pattern, the feathers narrowly barred with 
blackish except on crown and nape. Finely white-streaked on 
forehead, crown, neck and mantle. A broad white supercilium 
from back of eye to nape. Closed wings blackish edged with 
golden brown. Tail golden brown narrowly cross-barred with black. 
Below, dark brown narrowly scalloped and streaked with white. 
Abdomen ashy grey. Under tail-coverts golden brown. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Very rare. No investigator seems to have 
come across it in Sikkim since first obtained there by Mandelli’s 
collectors over 80 years ago. 

distribution outside SIKKIM: Only known from the Aka Hills 
(Balipara Frontier Tract, Assam), where a single specimen (9) was 
collected by G. S. Lightfoot at 4000 ft. elevation, in December 1938 
{JBNHS 41: 419). 

general habits and nesting: Unknown. 

MEASUREMEN'rs : Maiiclelli's specimens in the British Museum, according to 
the Fauna, mcasiire: Wing 70-74; bill 22-24; tarsus 26-27; tail 64-71 mm. 


THE ASSAM REDFRONTED BABBLER 

Stachyris rufifrons ambigua (Harington) 

Stachyridopsis rufifrons ambif^ua Harington, 1915, Jour. Bombay Nat. Hist. 
Soc. 23 : 631 — Guniong, N. Cachar, 

Plate 21, fig. 7 (facing p. 272) 


F.B.i. 1: 269 ^ 

local name: 
size: Sparrow—. 

field characters: Confusingly like S. rtjficeps (next species) 
superficially. Distinguished from it by white (instead of yellow) chin 
and throat with black shaft-streaks. Sides of head more ashy; lores 
and ring round eye paler. Rufous crown duller, not extending to 
nape, and with the black .shaft-lines more distinct. Sexes alike. 

status and habitat : Occupies a lower altitudinal zone in Sikkim 
than the Redheaded Babbler (next), i.e. up to between 2000 and 
3000 ft. 





I ( )r.iiii<( ^or^cttfd 11\'( al( hi'T ( M n a/ut r- '2. Mvc.il 

■ fih/'/nKi) ;{. lUiic I 1\ I cit( hi.M I M ii I K nfui L IrtH niitrliinma) 4 l’it,nnv liliic I'ly 

hiUdh h<Hl‘jsn}}i\ ,1 \\\\A\ A iM lid mifxi i' <» N ln-lln'il I .mt.iil 

h v hti \ 7 ( (iH.'iumI iJii^lu li.it l'^a\itolii I im/nfn K. W'hiK-llit n.ilcil Ivcdsl.iit (/V< 

(uify') '.I ( iiihleiist.iclt^ Kfd'^t.irt i /'hnrmt m u , c. !:uuiilt'>) 


Hi 



THE REDHEADED BABBLER 


161 


DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Bhutan (duars) to head of Assam 
Valley; Assam, Manipur. Other races in Burma, Yunnan, Thailand, 
Malaya, Indochina, Indonesia. 

GENERAL HABITS: Similar to the next. Has been reported some- 
times taking insects on the wing like a flycatcher. 

NESTING; Not recorded in Sikkim. Nest and eggs not different 
from those of the Redheaded Babbler. The breeding areas of the 
two often overlap, so that unless the owners are actually taken on 
the nest their identity remains in doubt. 

nActAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: For dldgnosis See Under 
S. f. ruficeps and also Macronous g. ruhricapilla (p. 164). 

The Fauna gives the measurements as : <S 9 Wing 48-53; bill 9-10; tarsus 
17-18; tail 46-48 mm. 

Iris brown or reddish brown; bill dark grey or bluish horn; legs and feet 
gi’cenish yellow or olive. 


THE REDHEADED BABBLER 

Stachyris ruficeps ruficeps Blyth 

StaoJiyris ruficeps Blytli, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16: 452 — ^Darjeeling. 


F.B.I. 1: 268 

LOCAL name; Syak-birang-pho (Lepcha). 

SIZE: Sparrow—. 

FIELD characters: Olivc-brown above with rufous tinge; fulvous 
yellow below with sides of body, thighs and under tail-coverts tinged 
with olive. Forehead, crown and nape bright chestnut, the frontal 
feathers with faint black shaft-streaks. Chin and throat yellow with 
conspicuous black shafts. Sexes alike. 

status and habitat: Resident at moderate elevations, seasonally 
between about 2000 and 7000 ft (Chungthang, Gangtok); occasicmally 
higher. Affects thick undergrowth, scrub and bamboo jungle. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal, Bhutan, Assam nills north 
and soudi of the Brahmaputra River; Naga Hills; Manipur. The 
species occurs in N. Burma, Thailand, Yunnan, Annam, Indochina, 
Hainan, Formosa. 

GENERAL HABITS; Social and arboreal. Very similar to the next 
and to the numeimis other small babblers, the restless, active, mixed 
hunting parties of which are such a feature of the bird life at moderate 
elevations in the eastern Himalayas. The low conversational 
chittering as the birds move about in the undergrowth is reminiscent 
of Dumetia hyperyihra. A low soft whistle is also uttered. 

nesting : Reason — April to June. Nest — of two types, (1) a deep 
cup, (2) domed, oval-shaped, witli lateral entrance hole. Built fairly 
compactly of dry bamboo leaves etc. lined with fine grasses, in low 
shrubs. Eggs — ^white, finely spotted and blotched with brown or 
reddish brown, more densely at flie broad end. Size about 
16X13 mm. 

11 
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RACIAL CHABACTEBisTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Distinguishable from S. r. 
rufifrons by its fulvous yellow underparts and yellow throat, as against tawny 
buff underparts and while throat in tliat species. Either of tliem may easily 
be confused in the field with the Yellowbreasted Babbler, Macronous g. 
riihricapiila (p. 164), lound in die foothills at practically plains level. 

'Iho Fauna gives the measuiements as: d 9 Wing 54-58; bill c. 10; tarsus 
17-18; tail 50-52 mm. Ten speeimens collected in Sikkim by Schafer have 
Wing 52 ( 9 ) to 57 (d) — average 54.6 mm. 

Iris light brown to red; upper mandible plumbeous, lower pale flesh; legs 
and feet brownish y^ellow, gi*eenish brown, or yellowish grey. 


THE NEPAL GOLDENHEADED BABBLER 

StcDchyris chrysaea chrysaea Blyth 

Stachyris chrysaea Blyth, 1844, Jour, Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13: 379 — Nepal, 

Arakan. 

Plate 21, fig. 1 (facing p. 272) 


F.B.i. 1: 265 

LOCAL name: Syak-birang-pho (Lepcha). 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHARACTEKS : Bright olive-yellow above; bright yellow below. 
Forehead, crown and nape bright golden yellow, the last two streaked 
with black. Lores and a short monstachial streak black. Ear-coverts 
oil-yellow. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND habitat: Resident at moderate elevations up to about 
6000 ft. (Toong, Gangtok). Affects dense bushes and undergrowth 
in humid secondary jungle and abandoned forest clearings. 

distribution outside SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, Assam, Manipur, 
Other races extend the species to Malaya, Indochina and Indonesia. 

general habits: Similar to those of die blackduroated species 
(S. mgriceps) with which, together widi other small babblers, fly- 
catchers, etc., it habitually associates in hunting parties. Feeds 
among low cover and bamboo clumps, as well as up in die foliage 
canopy of trees, clinging to sprigs and peering imder leaves in 
search of insects like a tit. The mixed flocks work feverishly, and 
sweep on rapidly from tree to tree. A low twittering cheep is 
constantly uttered. 

nesting : Season — May to July. Nest — ^loosely domed, of bamboo 
leaves, more or less like diat of the Blackthroated Babbler but 
smaller. Also in similar situations. Eggs — 4, pure white, measuring 
about 16X12 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : Stuart Baker givCS th© 

measurements as; d 9 Wing 48-51; bill c. 12; tarsus 18-19; tail c. 50 mm. 
As against tho above, Stresemann measures 3 specimens (sex ?) collected by 
Schafer in Sikkim: Wing 53, 53, 56 mm. 

Iris golden brown or light brown; upper mandible dark slaty horn; lower 
mandible paler; legs and feet pale yellowish brown to greenish brown. 
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THE SIKKIM BLACKTHBOATED BABBLER 


Stachyris nigriceps nigriceps Blyth 
Stachyris nigriceps Blyth, 1844, Jour. Aslat. Soc. Bengal 13; 378— Nepal. 

Plate 21, fig. 6 (facing p. 272) 


F.B.I. 1: 264 

LOCAL NAME: Sangriam-pho (Lqpcha). 
size: Sparrow. 

FIELD characters: Rich olive-brown above; bright fulvous below. 
Flanks, abdomen and under tail-coverts tinged with olivaceous. 
Forehead, crown and nape black streaked with while. Chin grey; 
throat deep blackish grey. Cheeks white. Ear-coverts golden brown. 
A conspicuous blackish supercilium. Sexes alike. 

status and habitat: Resident at low and moderate elevations 
(Dikehu, Gangtok), up to at least 6000 ft, according to Stevens. 
Affects secondary scrub and bamboo jungle. 

distribution outside SIKKIM: Nepal; Bhutan; Assam hills north 
of Brahmaputra River. Other races occur in Assam (south of the 
Brahmaputra), Burma, Yunnan, Malaya, Indochina, Indonesia, etc. 

general HABITS: Keeps in flocks of 6 to 8 or more, commonly 
associated with otlier small babblers in the itinerant hunting parties. 
A great skulker in thickets and shrubbery, and difficult to ooserve. 
Very active and restless and incessantly on the move. When one 
bird flies across to another thicket, the rest promptly follow in dis- 
orderly twos and threes, and the flexjk thus rapidly flows on in its 
quest for food. This behaviour is typical of many of the smaller 
babblers found in Sikkim. Food: almost entirely insects. These are 
obtained among the lower growth and not on the ground as with 
scimitar babblers. Flower nectar is also eaten. It has an occasional 
low, sweet, rather mournful whisde. 

NESTING: Season — April to June. Nest — a cup of roots, fibres, 
fern fronds, etc., loosely covered on the outside and domed (or partially 
domed) with diy bamboo leaves. Placed either on sloping ground, 
concealed in bushes, or low down in a bamboo clump or thicket, 
well camouflaged. Eggs — normally 4, pure white, measuring about 
19X15 mm. 

RACIAL characteristic.s, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: In this race the throat is 
blackish grey conspicuously mottled with white. 

A sijccimeii (o?) collected by the recent Survey measures; Wing 60; bill 
17; tarsus 22; tail 51.5 mm. Stresemann gives the Wing of 3 skins (sex f) 
in the Schafer Sikkim collection as 58, 50, 62 mm. 

Iris pinkish biscuit colour, orange-brown or reddish brown; upper mandible 
horny brown, lower mandible pale flesh colour, darker in summa:; legs and 
feet olive-yellow. 
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THE YELLOWBBEASTED BABBLES 

Macratwm gratis rubrica^lla (Tickell) 

Motadtta rubricapilla 1‘ickell, Nov, 1833, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 2: 
576 — ^Borabhiini. 


F.B.l. 1: 273 

LOCAL name: 

size: Sparrow. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : Upper plumage olive-green. Crown pale 
ferruginous; supercilium, lores and forehead yellow, the latter two 
with olack shafts. Cheeks, chin, throat and upper abdomen yellow; 
rest of lower plumage dull ashy yellow. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: A low-elevation species, only observed by 
the Survey at Rangpo (Teesta Valley), c. 1200 ft. According to 
Stevens probably does not occur beyond the base of the foothills'. 
Frequents secondary and bamboo jungle. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Eostem Nepal, Bhutan duars (?), 
Bengal, Assam, eastern Madhya Pradesh, Orissa, Visakliapatnam 
Ghats, Arakan. Other races extend the species to Thailand, Malaya, 
etc. 

GENERAL HABITS: Very similar to the Sfachyris group of babblers. 
Wliile feeding, a flock keeps up a soft conversational pick^ pick etc. 
Call: kew-kew^kew-kew etc, repeated for several minutes at a 
stretch, occasionally varied by a harsh chrr-chi-cJiOQ; the former 
somewhat reminiscent of the tailor bird {Orthotomus), but louder 
and richer. 

NESiTNG : Not recorded in Sikkim. 'Nest — roughly domed, of 
grass and bamboo leaves, 4 or 5 ft. up in a bamboo clump. Eggs — 
normally 3, white with niunerous small specks and blotches of red 
or reddish brown. Size about 17X13 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERlSnCS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : 6 9 Willg 53-58; bill 

10-11; tarsus c. 18; tail 52-54 mrn. (Fauna). 

Iris whitish yellow; bill slate, darker on upper mandible; legs and feet 
pale brown. 


THE BENGAL REDCAPPED BABBLER 

Timalia pileata bengalensis Godwin- Austen 
Timalin bengalensis God win- Austen, 1872, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 41 ; 143— 

Khasia Hills. 

Plate 17, fig. 1 (facing p. 208) 


F.B.I. 1: 226 
LOCAL name: 
size: SparTOW+. 

FIELD characters: a small, restless, gregarious babbler, Above, 
forehead white, continued backward as a prominent streak on either 
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side above the eyes. Crown deep rufous. Upper plumage fulvous 
olive-brown; ashy on mantle with blackish snaft-streaks. Below, 
cheeks, chin, throat and breast white, the last with narrow black 
shaft-lines. Sides of neck and sides of breast deep grey. Rest of 
underparts ferruginous, tinged with olivaceous on sides of abdomen. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Mainly a plains dweller and up to c. 3000 ft, 
elevation, affecting low-lying swampy areas with tall grass and scrub. 
According to Stevens, recorded for the lower hills along the (southern) 
border of Sikkim. 

A skulker in tall grass and bushes, seldom exposing itself to view. 
Its presence is usually announced by its sharp conversational calls — a 
rolling prrew, reminiscent of the note of the Black-and-YeUow 
Grosbeati 


THE GREAT PARROTBILL 

Coiiostoma aemodium Hodgson 
Conostama aetnodius Hodgson, 1841, Jour. Asiat, Soc, Bengal 10 : 857 — 
Northern regions of Nepal. 

Plate 25, fig. 5 (facing p. 336) 


F.B.i. 1: 104 

LOCAL NAME: Lho-rannio-pho (Lepcha). 

size; Myna-f-. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : A mouse-brown bird resembling a large 
laugliing thrush, with an upright carriage tuid prominent wmtish fore- 
head, dark lores and stout orange-yellow bill. 

Above, rufous olive-brown including wings and tail. A dark 
brown patch round eye extending to bill. Below, chin, throat and 
sides or head vinous brown; rest of underparts paler. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident in a high zone from 10,000 to 
12,000 ft. (Singalila Ridge, Gnatong, Kaqwnang, etc.), descending to 
some 6000 ft in winter. Affects dense thickets of ‘maling" bamboo, 
and rhododendron scmb. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, N. Assam, N. 
Burmese hiUs, N. Yunnan, Szechwan. 

GENERAL HABITS: Pairs or small parties, often associated with 
laughing thrushes, which the bird superficially resembles in appear- 
ance and habits. Like them it hops about among the bamboo stems 
or on the ground, even in snow, and nimmages for beetles and other 
insects. Bamboo shoots, crab-apple seeds and wild raspberries are 
also eaten. Stanford found it unafraid and intensely curious, being 
readily decoyed by an imitation of its calls. These are described as 
a fourfold grating croak, a clear musical wheou, wheou, and a chttrr, 

nesting: Season — May-June. A $ collected by Stevens on 
15 March had a coarsely granular ovary, as sketched on the label. 
'Nest — a deep compact cup of coarse grass and bamboo leaves, lined 
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thickly with fine grass stems; built in a clump of ‘maling' bamboos. 
Egg ^ — 2 or 3, white, sparsely blotched, streaked and smudged with 
yellowish brown or reddish, more densely at the broad end where 
there may also be some inky purple spots and clouds. Size about 
28X21 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC; Conosloma is characterized 
by a tail longer than the wing, with the reotrices considerably less graduated 
than in the genus Paradoxornis. Its bill also is proix)rtionately less deep and 
parrot-like than in Paradoxornis. 

Stevens gives the Wing of 2 <S d as 125-128 mm. A 9 from Gnatong 
in the Stevens Sikkim collection, Chicago Mus. of Nat. Hist. (No. 84770), 
measures: Wing damaged; bill 23; tarsus 40; tail 130 mm. 

According to the Fauna, d 9 Wing 130-133; bill c. 20; tarsus c. 37; 
tail c. 140 mm. 

Iris pale orange-yellow; bill ochraceous yellow, lighter at tip; legs and 
feet ochraceous or plumbeous horn. (Whistler MS.) 


THE BROWN PARROTBILL 

Paradoxornis unicolor unicolor (Hodgson) 
Heteromorpha unicolor Hodgson, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 448 
(pi. facing p. 450) — Cachar, Nepal. 


F.B.r. 1: 208 

LOCAL name; Lho-rannio-pho (Lepcha). 

size: Bulbul. 

FiEiJ> CHARACTERS: A brown babbler-like bird with conspicuous 
black eyebrow and short thick yellow bill. Above, olive-brown 
tinged with rufous on tail and wings. Forehead and short thick 
crest nifous-brown; sides of head vinous brown. Black lores and 
supercilia well defined, reaching to the nape. Below, chin vinous 
brown; throat and sides of neci: greyish brown; rest of underparts 
dull fulvous. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Uncommon and local. Resident, according 
to Stevens, in the interior of Sikkim between 6500 and 10,000 ft. 
(Kedom, Lachung Valley, Lachen, Singalila Ridge). Meinertzhagen 
obtained a s]>ecimen near Changu at 1 1,200 ft. in December. Affects 
dense 'maling' bamboo and dwarf rhododendron growth. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, SE. Tibet (Hima- 
layan facies). 

GENERAL HABITS: A high-elcvation bird regarding which little is 
known. Small parties of half a dozen or so slculk anout in bamboo 
jungle, seldom flying far even when fired at, merely fluttering into 
denser cover. Meinertzhagen records ‘chirrups and a sort of bleating 
sound for many minutes* when a party was alarmed. 

nesting: Unknown. A male collected by Mr C. M, Inglis at 
Tonglu (c. 10,000 ft. — Darjeeling District) at the end of June had 
greatiy enlarged testes. 
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RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: For 5 Silddixi speclmens, 
Stevens gives the following measurements: 

Wing BiU 

4 d<S 85*92 (av. 88.8) 14-15 (av. 14.6) mm. 

1 9 88 14 mm. 

Dr Dillon Ripley measures a male collected by him in eastern Nepal: 
Wing 92; bill 15; tiiil 99 + (worn). A Schafer specimen from Lacheii (d, 27 
August) has Wing 86 mm. (Streseinann). 

Iris stone-grey of a beautiful tint; bill fleshy yellow for two-thirds* 
remaining portion at tip of both mandibles ligiiter yellow; tarsus greenish 
grey* (Stevens). 


THE FULVOUSFRONTED PARROTBILL 

Patadoxornis fulvifrons fulvifratis (Hodgson) 

Temnoris fuloifrons Hodgson, Aug. 1845, Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 31 — 

Nepal. 

Plate 24, fig. 2 (facing p. 289) 


F.B.r. 1: 113 

LOCAL NAME: 

size: Sparrow—. About that of a miinia. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : Above, forehead, short supercilium, and 
centre of crown bright orange-fulvous. Back yellowish olive. 
Wings orange-brown and dark brown, with some white. Below, 
chin, cheeks, side.s of neck, and breast bright orange merging into 
deep grey and wliite on flank.s and abdomen. Under tail-coverts 
fulvous. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. . Sparingly distributed at about 
8500 to 12,000 ft. (Singalila Ridge, Karponang). Range coincident, 
according to Stevens, witli that ot the high-elevation bamboos prong' 
(Arundincma ari^ata) and ‘maling’ (A. rcDcemom), the dense thickets 
of which it frequents. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal and Bhutan. Other races in 
S. Tibet, NW. Yunnan, Szechwan and Shensi. 

GENERAi. HABITS : Apj^areiitly not differing from those of 
P. n. kumii (below). Tlie same feverish haste characterizes their 
foraging, while a continuous twitter of faint mousy cheeps is uttered 
by flie members of a flock as they work restlessly up and down 
bamboo culms and leaves. The recorded food is insects and bamboo 
shoots. 

NESTING : Nothing recorded. 

RACIAL CHARACTERis'ncs, MEASUREMENTS, ETC; Stcvcas givcs the measure- 
ments of specimens collected in eastern Nepal and Sikkim as; 

Wing BiU 

d 56-57 7 mm. 

9 9 55-50 6.5-7 mm. 

Tarsus 20-22; tail c. 66 mm. (Stuart Baker). 
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*lris red-brown; bill horny pink; cidmen with a broad band dark horny; tarsus 
brownish plumbeous* (Stevens). 


THE BLACKFRONTED PARROTBILL 

Paradaxomis nipclensis hutnii (Sharpe) 

Suthora hntnii Sharpe, 1883, Cat. Birds Brit. Mus. 7 : 487 — Nepal 

Plate 24, fig. 1 (facing p. 289) 


F.B.i. 1: 110 

LOCAL NAME : 

size: Sparrow—. About that of the Redheaded Tit. 

FiEiJi CHARACTERS : A tiny bird, bright orange-brown above 
including crown and nape; bluish ^ey below, with the flanks, vent 
and under tail-coverts fulvous. Forehead and broad supercilium 
from bill to nape black. Chin and throat black, the latter looking 
like a bib. Lores, cheeks, and a short line above eve white. Ear- 
coverts and sides of neck orange-chesbiut. A good deal of black 
and white in the wings. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident, normally between 4000 and 8000 ft. 
(Singhik, Gangtok, Manshitang, etc.). Meinertzhagen collected a 
specimen near Changu at 11,200 ft. Generally distributed but not 
common. Affects mixed secondary and bamboo jungle. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: E. Nepal through to E. Bhutan. 
The nominate race (nipalerisis) is restricted by Ri^ffey to the 
Kathmandu Valley, central Nepal. The species, in other races, 
extends eastward to the hills of Assam, including the Mishmis. Also 
hills of Burma, Thailand and on into Yunnan. 

GENERAL HABITS : Sociable and confiding little birds, rather 
reminiscent of the Redheaded Tit. Large flocks of 30 or more, often 
in association with parties of other small babblers and tits, hunt 
with feverish activity among bamboo clumps and low bushes, 
clinging to sprigs and leaves in acrobatic positions in search of 
insect food. The flock keeps up a continuous twittering chirrup. 
A feature of these gatherings is the speed and energy with which 
the birds work their way from one tree or bamboo clump to another. 
Suddenly one bird flies off to the next tree and the entire flock 
flows after him in a disorderly stream; and anon tliey are off to the 
next tree. Interspersed in this round of feverish activity are short 
pauses (rf rest when some members of the flock will huddle t(^ether 
along a branch like munias to preen and relax. But this is only 
momentary, for soon the birds stream on with the rest of the flock. 

NESTING: Season — Mav-June. Nest — a tiny, neat and compact 
cup of bamboo leaves ana fine grasses, coated on the outside with 
cobwebs, lined with finer grasses and root hairs. Fixed in a cluster 
of twigs springing from a bamboo node, or in a bush, less than two 
feet from the ground. Eggs — 2 to 4, a beautiful pale blue. Size 
about 16x12 mm. 
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RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS^ MEASUREMENTS, BTC : The westcni QT Central 

Nepal (typical) race, with which humii intergrades in E. Nepal, has the crown 
ashy brown, upper plumage orange-brown, ear-coverts slaty blue. Humii has 
botfi crown and upper plumage orange-brown, ear-coverts orange-chestnut 
Wing c? 9 45-48; bill c. 7; tarsus c. 19; tail c. 52 mm. 

Five specimens (sex ?) collected by Schafer have Wing 48-51 mm, (Strese- 
mann). 

Iris brown; bill black (Stevens), horn yellow (Meinertzhagen); legs and 
feet slaty blue or pale phunbeous. 


THE LESSER REDHEADED PARROTBILL 

Paradoxomis atrosuperciliaris oatesi (Sharpe) 

Suthora oatesi Sharpe, 1908, Handl. Gen. Bd$. 4: 70. New name for 
Chleuasicus rufioeps Blyth, 1845, Jour. Asiat Soc. Bengal 14: 578 — 

Darjeeling. 

Plate 24, fig. 4 (facing p. 289) 


F.B.i. 1 : 114 

LOCAL NAME; Chongto-phep-pho (Lepcha). 

SIZE: Sparrow. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : Afowc, forehead, rounded tuft-like crest, nape, 
and hindneck bright chestnut; sides of head and neck paler. Rest 
of upper parts rufous-brown, deeper on wings and tail, Belato, 
white, tinged with i^ink on breast and finely black-streaked on chin. 
Sexes alike. 

Differs from the better known Blackbrowed Parrotbill (P. a. 
airosuperciliaris) of the Assam hills, N. Burma, etc. in being less 
richly coloured and in lacking the short black line over and behind 
the eye. 

Easily confused with Paradaxornis rufoeps (below), but is smaller 
and has a blunter bill and more graduated tail. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Has been obtained in Sikkim, but no details 
recorded. Believed to be resident at about 7000 ft. elevation. Not 
met with by any recent investigator, and evidently very rare. 


THE REDHEADED PARROTBILL 

Paradaxornis ruficejjs ruficeps Blytli 
Paradoxomis ruficeps Blytli, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 11: 177 — 

Bhutan. 


r.B.i. 1 ; 116 

LOCAL NAME: Chongto-ph^pho (Lepcha). 
size: Bulbul. 

FIECD CHARACTERS : Slighdy larger than the last but otherwise very 
similar to it and difiEicult to distinguish in the field. The bill is less 
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blunt and the tail less graduated. Also, lower parts white, washed 
with nist colour on the flanks and under tail-coverts. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Locallv distributed at moderate elevations, 
between 2000 and 5000 ft., with some up-and-down seasonal move- 
ment Affects scrub and bamboo jungle. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Bhutan and eastward to the Miri 
and Abor hills, north of Brahmaputra River. The species extends 
through Assam and Burma to Tenasserim; N. Yunnan; Tonkin. 

GENERAL HABITS*. Social. Usually in pairs or small parties in 
association with hunting flocks of minlas, barwings and otlier insecti- 
vorous birds. Actions and behaviour like tits and the smaller 
parrotbills, but slower. Also reminiscent of the Yelloweyed Babbler 
{Chrysormnd), Flight: weak like a babbleris — a few wing flaps 
followed by a short glide. A great skulker, and when disturbed 
makes its way from reed to reed without showing itself and disappears 
in dense cover. Call: described as ‘a squirrel-like chittcr intemipted 
with a series of rather slowly pronounced double notes tee-ur\ 
Another cry is said to be exactly like the bleating of a young goat 
kid. A peculiar snapping of the bills may be heard from a party 
feeding amongst reeds. Mainly insectivorous, but also cats seeds. 

NESTING : Season — ^latc April to June. Nest — a deep compact cup 
of coarse grass with some cobwebs, lined with fibrous threads from 
bamboo stems. Placed in a small sapling in evergreen forest, or 
in a bambfx) clump in bamboo jungle. Eggs — 2 to 4, of two tyi^es : 
(1) white to dull creamy, marked with light to dark brown smudges 
and blotches, more numerous at the larger end, and (2) blue-grey or 
greenish grey with the markings darker brown (or blackish) and 
paler reddish brown. Size about 23x17 mm. 

KACiAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The better kiiown racc 
bakeri of Assam has tlie underparts more hulEsh white. 

Wing c? 9 84-86; hill c. 14; tarsus r. 28; tail c. 85 mm. 

Iris deep red-brown; eye-rim (circumorhital skin) slaty blue; hill homy 
brown above, fleshy horn below; mouth slaty blue; legs and feet plumbeous 
blue; claws brown. 


THE GREYHEADED PARROTBILL 

Paradoxornis gularis gularis Gray 
Paradoxornis gularis Gray, 1845, Gen. Birds 2: 389 (pi. 94, fig. 2) ex 
Horsfield MS. — Sikkim (Bhutan). 


F.B.i. 1: 118 

LOCAL name: Chongto-phep-pho (Lepcha). 

SIZE : Sparrow. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: Ahove, rufous-brown, with darker wings and 
tail. Forehead black continued behind in two lines to the nape on 
either side of crown. Crown and nape dark grey. Lores, face and 
cheeks greyish. Beloto, chin grey; upper throat black. Rest of lower 
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plumage white, faintly washed witli fulvous on sides of breast and 
abdomen. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Evidently scarce and local. Recorded in 
Sikkim between 3600 and 8000 ft. elevation. Affects bamboo and 
scrub jungle. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Bhutan; Miri Hills (north of 
Brahmaputra River). The hills of Assam south of the Brahmaputra, 
N. Burma, S. Shan States and Karenni are occupied by the race 
trans^uoidis. The species extends to Thailana, Szechwan and 
S. China. 

GENERAL HABITS: Similar to other parrotbills. Small parties of 
6 or 8 birds in bushes and low trees in scattered bamboo jungle, 
apparently not often consorting with the mixed hunting parties. A 
loud call of 4 notes is used when one bird of a pair is calling to the 
other (Smythies). 

nesting: The only specific record for Sikkim is Mandelli's, who 
found a nest at 8000 ft. on 17 May: a massive comiDact cup of 
coarse grass thinly bound with ‘wild silk' on the exterior and fined 
with ‘extremely fine grass stems'. Placed in a fork amongst the 
branches of a medium sized tree, 30 feet from the ground. Eggs — 2 
or 3, similar in colour and markings to those of Paradoxomis 
rtificeps. Size about 21x15 mm. Schafer obtained a nestling at 
Gangtok on 14 June. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC; The race transfluvUilis is 
somewhat smaller (*Wing 86-89.5’) and has the whole of tlie underside suffused 
with fulvous. 

Stuart Baker gives the following measurements for typical gularis: S 9 
Wing 90-95; bill 10-13 long and 10-11 deep; tarsus c. 27; tail c. 80 mm. 

Four Schafer skins Ironi Gangtok, 11-25 January (sex have Wing 89-90 mm. 

Iris red-brown; bill chroine yellow; legs and feet gieenish horn. (Whistler 
MS.) 


GOULD’S PARROTBILL 

Paradoxomis flavirostris flavirosMs Gould 
Paradoxomis fiavirostris Gould, 1936, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 17 — Nepal. 

F.B.I. 1: 105 

LOCAL name: 

SIZE : Bulbul. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: A fulvous brown bird like a babbler with 
chestnut head, black-and-white face and throat, and short, deep, 
yellow, parrot-like bill. 

Head and sides of neck dull pale chestnut; throat, lores, and 
ear-coverts black; a broad white patch below the eye extending to 
sides of throat, mottled with black. Chin white, barred with black. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident from the foothills up to about 
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7000 ft elevation (Rangiroon, Darieeling District, 6300 ft— 
Meinertzhagen). Affects bamboo jungle ana thickets of reeds and 
coarse grass in wet or boggy patches in jungle. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Eastem Himalayas from Nepal to 
the Mishmi Hills. Also Assam hills south of the Brahmaputra River, 
Chin Hills, etc. 

GENERAL HABITS: A skulker; shy and difiBcult to observe. Small 
parties of 5 to 7 move about amongst reeds and bamboos, the birds 
seldom showing themselves except in the early mornings and before 
sunset when they clamber up to the tops of the reMS and make 
short flights across. Their presence within a reed patch is revealed 
by the curious sound of their mandibles nibbling at the grasses; also 
by a striking whistle phew-phew-phew-phuit, commencing in a low 
tone and ascending rapidly in scale and volume. Focu: bamboo 
shoots and vegetable matter, and insects. 

nesting: Season — April to June. Nest — a deep compact cup of 
coarse grass and bamboo leaves and bark, bound with cobweb and 
lined with finer grasses. Suspended between stems of reeds 3 to 
5 ft. up, or placed among the clusters of twigs sprouting from a 
bamboo node. E^s — ^normally 2 or 3, white, sparsely speckled at 
the broad end wim^pale reddish or deep reddish Drown. Size about 
22x16 mm. 

BACIAL CHARACTEBISnCS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The raCC gUttatiCoUiS, of 

Assam (exact distribution undetermined) and N. Burma to W. China, differs in 
having the throat pale fulvons with black arrow-head markings and no black 
band bordering it below. 

Stuart Baker gives the measurements of flaoirostris as : d 9 Wing 85-90; 
bill c. 12; tarsus c. SO; tail 100-110 mni. 

Iris olive-brown or red-brown; bill bright yellow, horny white at tip; legs 
and feet plumbeous. 


THE WHITETHROATED LAUGHING THRUSH 

Garrulax albogularis albogularis (Gould) 
lanthocincla albogularis Gould, 1836, Proc. ZooL Soc, London: 187 — Nepal. 


F.B.I. 1: 153 

LOCAL name: Karriam-pho (Lepcha). 

size: Pigeon—. 

FIELD characters: A large uncrested laughing tlirush, olive- 
brown above, bright ferruginmis below. Glistening white cheeks, 
throat and breast bordered by a broad olive-brown pectoral band. 
White tips of tail feathers show up strikingly as a broad white 
terminal band, especially in flight and whilst alighting. Sexes alike. 

STATUS and habitat: Not uncommon, but venr local and patchy, 
between about 5500 and 9000 ft. elevation (Toong, Manshitang, 
Pemionche, Gangtok, Lachen, Lachung). Affects forest, preferably 
thin and open, and scrubby hillsides. 
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pisTBiBunoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal; Bhut^. The west Hima^ 
layan race whistleri ranges from the Murree hills to Garhwal 
and Kumaon. 

GENERAL HABITS: Sociable and gregarious; in every way typical 
of the laughing thrushes. CommonTv associates with tree pies, Blue 
Magpies, jays and other laughing thrushes. Flocks of 30 or more 
sometimes seen in harvested fields, hopping about on the ground 
like Jungle Babblers and digging with their bills for food (insects P). 
They have peculiar hissing, squealing notes and are very noisy, 
bursting into choruses of squeaky laughter' on any disturbance or 
excitement. 

nesting: Seasm — ^April to June. Nesi — a cup of coarse grass, 
creepers, moss, etc., usually lined with fine roots andT such-like material; 
placed in a small tree or shrub 3 to 10 feet up. Eggs — 3 or 4, deep 
blue, unmarked, glossy. Size about 29x21 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The better loiown race of 
the western Himalayas, whistleri, has the upper parts paler and more greyish. 
The reil of the underparts is paler. It is also somewhat larger in 9ize. 

Thirteen adult specimens ( c? 9 ) collected by Schafer in Siklcim have Wing 
128-138 mm. (av. 131.4 mm.). 

Iris bluish white; bill black, brownish at tip; legs and feet pale lead grey. 


THE NECKLACED LAUGHING THBUSH 

Garrulax moniligerus nioniligerus (Hodgson) 

Cinclosorna monHig^era Hodgson, 1836, Asiai. Res. 19; 147 — Nepal. 

F.B.i. 1: 151 

LOCAL names: Ol-pho (Lepcha); Piang-kam (Bhutia). 

size: Pigeon—. 

FIELD characters: Very similar to the Blackgorgetted Laughing 
Thrush (below), but somewhat smaller and lacks the black patch on 
wing-shoulder. A white line from base of bill bordering the black 
cheeks. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : More or less coincident with the next species. 
A low-level and foothills laugliing thrush, not usually met with above 
3500 ft in Sikkim (Singhik). 

DiSTRiBunoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal; Bhutan; Assam hills north 
and south of Brahmaputra River. Overall species distribution about 
the same as pectoredis with a parallel breaking-up into races. 

general HABITS : Similar to the Blackgorgetted Laughing Thrush. 

nesting: Season, site, nest and eggs differ in no way from die 
above, only the eggs average smaller, about 28.5x21.5 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTEHistics, MEASUREMENT’S, ETC: No specimens coUectcd ill 
Sikkim, but for comparison of size with pecioraUs, die measurements of two 
males from the Lohit Valley (NE. Assam) are as follows: 

Wing 120; bill 29-30; tarsus 40.5-43; tad 126-132 mm. 

Iris yellow, orange-yellow, or reddish yellow; bill black; legs and feet 
yellowish brown or brownish flesli. 
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THE BLACKGORGETTED LAUGHING THRUSH 

Garndox pectoralis tnelmotis Blyth 

Garrulax melanotis Blyth, 1843, Jour. AHat. Soc. Bengal 12; 949 — Arakan. 

F.B.I, 1: 150 

LOCAL NAME: Ol-pho (Lepcha). 

size: Pigeon—. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : A large uncrested laughing thrush, olive-brown 
above with a fulvous collar on hindneck; fulvous white below with a 
prominent black collar across breast commencing at gape and 
continuing down side of neck. A narrow white supercilium. Ear- 
coverts variable: all black, black-and-white, or all white. A black 
patch on wing-shoulder (primary coverts). Tail broadly tipped with 
black and white. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Erratic and local. At low and moderate 
elevations along the Teesta, Rajjgeet, and other deep river valleys, 
and up to about 5500 feet (Rangpo, Shamdong, Rinchinpong, etc.). 
Affects dense scrub and bamboo jungle, and overgrown cultivation 
clearings. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Bhutan; Assam hills north and south 
of Brahmaputra River; Burma. Other races in Nepal, Thailand, 
Yunnan, Indochina, S. China. 

GENERAL HABITS: Typical. Gregarious and noisy. Flocks of 
considerable size, often in company with other laughing thrashes. 
TTie birds keep up lUi incessant queralous conversational squeaking — 
a nasal week, week, week. On alarm tliey mount into trees, hopping 
from branch to branch, and flow from one thicket to another in 
.straggling follow-my-leader fasliion. 

nesting: Season — May to July. Nest — a broad and shallow, 
rather untidily built cup of bamboo leaves mixed witli roots, moss, 
etc., lined with finer roots and grass stems. Placed in bushes or 
.small trees, 2 to 20 ft. up. Eggs — 4 or 5, deep blue, unmarked. 
Size about 32 x 23 mm. 

RACIAL ciiAHAcrrEiusTics, .vtEA.siJnEMENT.s, ETC:: Coiifusiiigly like the 
previous species, G. tnoniligertis, with wliicli il often consorts. Distinguished 
from it by (1) slightly larger size, (2) the large black patch on shoulder of 
closed wing (primary-coverts), and (3) colour ol legs and feet which Ls greyish 
as against yellowish in tnoniligertis. 

lliree specimens collected by the Sikkim Survey measure: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

1 cf 140 33.5 48 132 mm. 

2 9 9 138-144 32-33.5 49 118-135 mm. 

Iris orange-brown; fleshy circumorbital ring chrome yellow; bill horny 
brown, pale plumlieous at base of lower mandible, white at extreme tip; legs 
and feet pale bluish plumbeous; claws homy white. 
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THE SIKKIM STRIATED LAUGHING THRUSH 

Garrulax striatus sikkitnensis (Ticehurst) 
Gramtnatoptiia striata sikkitnensis Ticehurst, 1924, BulL Brit. Orn. Cl, 
44 : 104 — Sikkim. 

Plate 20, fig. 4 (facing p. 225) 


F.B.L 1; 184 

LOCAL NAMES : Nampiok-pho (Lepcha); Kopiam (Bhutia). 

size: Pigeon—. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: A large, conspicuously white-streaked umber 
brown laughing thrush with a full mop-like crest, and partially white- 
tipped chestnut tail. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not uiicommon, but local, between about 
2500 and 7500 ft. elevation (Dikchu, Singhik, Gangtok, Manshitang, 
Chungthang). Inhabits forest with dense shrubby undergrowth, and 
wooded nullahs. 

DisTRiBunoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Eastem Nepal to western and 
central Bhutan. Other races in western and eastem Himalayas; Assam 
lulls; N. Bunna. 

GENERAL HABITS : More arboreal dian most otlier laughing thmshes, 
feeding chiefly in shrubs and also up in the foliage canopy of tall 
trees. Keej)s in pairs or small noisy i)arties of 4 or 5 birds, frequently 
in association with tree pies, Whitethroated and other laughing 
thmshes. Tickell remarks on its habit of suddenly tlirowing the 
bill downwards and jerking up its mop-like crest as if about to pitch 
it at tlie observer! Utters a variety of loud discordant cackling 
notes and sometimes a harsh unmusical chorus of chattering laughter . 
A lively, rich whistling call usually betrays the presence of the birds 
a long way off. One observer has well rendered it as o see saw 
whitey — oh white. Food: insects and berries. 

nesting: Season — May to July. Nest — a large shallow cup of 
moss, tendrils, roots, etc., lined witli finer roots and fibres. Placed 
in bushes or small tiecs, 3 to 20 ft. up. Eggs — 2, pale blue, un- 
marked. Size about 33 X 23 mm. They are reported to be more 
pointed than those of the neighbouring W. Himalayan race, a peculi- 
arity worthy of investigation. 

AACiAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : Sikkimensis differs from 
the typical W. Himalayan stnatus in being less olive in general tone; browner 
on flanks and underparts, and darker overall. It is also slightly smaller : 
Wing 130-141 mrn. as against 145-165 (Ticeliurst). An intermediate race 
vibex has recently been described from Nepal by Ripley. 

Two $ 9 collected by the Sikkim Survey measure: Wing 135-136; bill 
26.5-30; tarsus 44; tail 123-127 mm. 

Fourteen Schafer skins from Sikkim (d 9) give W'iug 131-143 (av. 137.2) mni. 

Iris reddish brown; bill blackish brown; legs and feet plumbeous; claws 
horny brown. (In one of the above specimens, iris, examined immediately 
after death, pinkish biscuit colour; two hours later brownish scarlet 1) 



176 


MUSCICAPID AE 


THE HIMALAYAN WHITECRESTED LAUGHING THRUSH 

Gamdax leucolophus leucotophas (Hardwicke) 

Corvus leucolophus Hardwicke, 1815, Trans, Linn, Soc, 11 : 208 (pL 15) — 
Mountains above Hardwar. 


F.BX 1: 146 

LOCAL names: Karrio-pho (Lepcha); Karria-goka (Bhutia). 

size: Myna+. 

FIELD ciiARAcrERs: Head, crest, nape, and tliroat to lower breast 
white; crest feathers tipped with ashy grey. A broad black streak 
from bill to ear-coverts, enclosing eye. Upper parts olive-brown 
with 4 ferruginous hind-collar. Underparts ferruginous. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: The Commonest laughing ihrush in Sikkim 
with an altitudinal range from about 1000 ft. (Rangpo, November) 
to at least 7000 ft. (Pemionche, March). Schafer collect^ specimens 
at Gangtok, c. 5800 ft., in December. Most abundant between 2000 
and 4500 ft. Partial to secondary scnib-and-bush jungle on the 
overgrown sites of shifting cultivation clearings and bordering 
terraced fields. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: NW. Himalayas from Chamba to 
Almora; Nepal. Tlie species in other races extends to NE. Assam 
and down tmough to Tenasserim; Thailand, Yunnan, Cambodia, etc. 

GENERAL HABITS : Sociable and highly gregarious among themselves 
(a flock of over 401) and also associating freely with parties of 
Himalayan Tree Pies, Green Magpies, and other species of laughing 
thrushes. Their noisy laughter' is a feature of the countryside. One 
bird leads with a loud, pleasant pick or pick-wo and the whole flock 
follows with a tumult of discordant cackling which resounds through 
the forest. Through all this boisterous performance the leader 
maintains liis refrain pick-wo at regular intervals. The birds dance 
and posture around, and flap their wings in accompaniment, 

NESTING; Season — ^April to June. Nest — a large shallow cup of 
coarse grasses and bamDoo spathes wound round with pliant creeper 
stems etc. and lined with fine roots; placed low down in shrubs and 
small trees. Eggs — normally 4, pure china white, unmarked, finely 
pitted on the surface. Size about 30x24 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERisncs, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : The adjoining race paikaicus, 
which gradually replaces it in Bhutan and further east, is darker on the belly, 
more olive, less infous. Two specimens collected by the Sikkim Survey 
measure : 



Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

1 6 

135 

28.5 

48 

131 mm. 

1 9 

138 

SO 

45 

131 mm. 


Nine examples (d9) in the Schafer collection have Wing 126-136 mm. 
(av. 133.1 mm.). 

Iris brownish crimson; bill black; legs and feet greyish brown; claws homy 
brown. 
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THE BUFOUSCHINNED LAUGHING THRUSH 

GamdoK rufogularis rufogtdam (Goiild) 
lanthocincla rufoguhris Gould, 18S5, Proc, Zool, Soc. London: 48 — 
Himalayas (^Sikkim). 

Plate 20, fig. 6 (facing p. 225) 


F.B.1, 1: 158 

LOCAL NAME : Narbigivan-pho (Lepcha). 

size: Myna. 

FIELD characters: Crown/ nape and ear-coverts black. Lores 
white. A greyish ring roundr*eye. Cheeks and sides of face mingled 
black and white. Broad supercilium reaching to nape, and sides of 
neck, olive-brown. Upper parts olive-brown tinged with fulvous; 
barred on back with black, and spotted on closed wings with black 
and white. Point of chin rufous; throat white; under tail-coverts 
bright rufous; rest of lower plumage ashy brown, spotted with black 
except on abdomen, which is whitish. Tail feathers rufescent, with 
rufous tips and subterminal black bands. Sexes alike. 

STATUS and habitat: Local and patohy. The Survey recorded it 
from between 2000 and 4500 ft. in W. Sikkim (November to February). 
Meinertzhagen obtained specimens at 11,600 ft (Yumthang) in 
December, so it evidently occupies a wide altitudinal range, jffiects 
dense shrubby undergrowth in and about oak and rhododendron 
forests, and bordering cultivation. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal; Bhutan; Assam hills north 
of Brahmaputra River. Other races occur in W. Himalayas from 
Kashmir to Kumaon; W. Nepal; Assam hills south of the Bralimaputra. 

GENERAL HABITS: Usuofly keeps in pairs or small parties. A 
great skulker, seldom showing itself above the thickets. Has the 
usual assortment of squeaks and chuckles, but is not noisy and thus 
doubtless often overlooked. 

nesting: Season — May to July (and on to September). Nest — 
moderately deep cup of creeper tendrils lined with fine black roots. 
Placed in the fork of a bush or small tree, 5 to 15 feet from the 
ground. Eggs — white, unspotted, glossy, measuring about 26 x 20 mm, 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC I The adjoining racc of W, 
Nepal, grosvenori, differs in being much paler and ItJSs heavily barred abo\e. 

Two specimens coUecteil by the recent Sikkim Sui-vey measure; 



Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

1 d 

88 

24 

35 

98 mm. 

1 9 

92 

24 

37, 

97 mm. 


Iris crimson -brown; upper mandible horny brown; lower mandible pale 
whitish horn, darker at gape; legs and feet greyish homy brown; claws pale 
homy brown. 


12 
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THE WHITESPOTTED LAUGHING THRUSH 

Gmrulax ocellatus ocellatus (Vigors) 

Cinclosoma ocellatum Vigors, 1831, Ptoc. ZaoL Soc. London: 55 — Himalayas 
(as Simla- Aimora Dist. I’icehiirst & Whistler). 

Plate 20, fig. 8 (facing p. 225) 

F.B.I. 1: 155 

U)CAL name: Lho-karreum-pho (Lepcha)* 

size: Pigeon. 

FIELD GHABACTTERS: A laige uncrested laughing thrush, chiefly 
reddish brown above, spotted with white on back and wings. 
Fulvous buff below, barrea on the breast with black. Head brownish 
black with fulvous face and superdlium. Centre of throat blac^ 
with narrow nifous ripple marks. Tail chestnut and ashy brown 
with white tips and black terminal band, conspicuous when spread 
in flight Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: A high-elevation bird inhabiting the zone 
between 9000 and 12,000 ft. altitude (Lachung, Karponang, Changu, 
Singalila Ridge). Seldom below 9000 ft, even in winter. Not 
common. Affects oak and rhododendron forest with Rvhus and 
dwarf rhododendron scrub. 

DiSTRiBunON OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Kumaon Himalayas, Nepal, Bhutan, 
SE. Tibet (Himalayan facies). Other races in N. Yunnan and 
Szechwan. 

GENEBAL HABITS: Usually keeps in small flocks of 6 to 10 birds. 
A great skulker, keeping to dense thickets and seldom showing 
itseuF. Also less noisy, and therefore perhaps easily overlookea 
Has ‘a piercing eight-syllabled call (Ludlow), 

NESTING : No record for Sildcim. Very little known, and that 
apparently only from two nests taken in May and P near Darjeeling. 
B. B. Qsmaston described one he found at aDout 8500 ft. as ot moss, 
dry grass and bamboo leaves, built in a small tree in scrub forest, 
about 6 ft. from the ground’. It contained one egg, spodess blue, 
measuring about 31X21 mm. 

RACIAL cHARAcrrERiSTics, MEASUREMENTS, EFC : A Specimen (9) collected 
by the Loke-Salim Ali Survey measures: Wing 122; bill damaged; tarsus 45; 
tail 149 mm. 

Three 6 in the Schafer collection have Wing 126, 130, 133 mm.; 1 9 
117 mm. 

Iris greyish khaki; legs, feet and cUiws pale flesh colour. 
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IHE SIKKIM GREYSIDED LAUGHING THRUSH 

Garrulax caendatus caendatus (Hodgson) 
Cinclosoma camAatm Hixlgsoii, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 147 — Nepal, 

Mate 20, fig. 7 (facing p. 225) 


F.B.L 1: 141 

LOCAL NAMES: Tartna-pho (Lepcha); Piang-kam (Bhutia). 

size: Myna+. 

FIELD CHABACTEBs: Forehead and face black; ear-coverts black 
and rufous-tipped whitish; dieeks reddish brown. Upper parts, 
sides of neck, and crown rufous-brown — the last with fine black scale- 
like markings. Underparts and chin white, excepting sides of 
breast and belly which are ashy grey, and extreme point of chin which 
is black. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Occupies a zone between about 3500 
and 6000 ft. elevation (Toong, Chunrthang, Singhflc, Gangtok, 
Rinchinpong, Lingtam) and perhaps hi^er as in Nepal. Stevens 
is repOTted to have obtained it breeding at 9000 ft. in Sikkim. Affects 
scrub and ‘maling’ bambo<>-covered hillsides. 

DisTHiBUTioN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills niMlh 
of Brahmaputra River; hills of NE. Burma. The species extends to 
northern Yunnan. 

GENEBAi. HABITS: Social. Typical of the laughing thrushes as 
described. ‘Sisterhoods’ of 7 to 12 birds or more feed on the ground 
as well as in low bushes. Said to be more silent than the Rufous- 
necked species (next). Has a sweet, human-like, chuckling whistle 
of three or four notes in addition to some harsh calls. Flight weak 
and ill-sustained. Usually escapes by hopping from branch to branch 
in die undergrowth, 

nesting: Season — May and June, Nest — a rather shallow cup of 
dry bamboo leaves and twigs lined with root fibres, 6 to 12 ft. up in 
a tree. Eggs — 2 or 3, glossy pale blue, unmarked. Size about 
30 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTEwsncs, MEASUREMENTS. ETC : The chestnut-bi'own tail 
without pale tips is a coaspicuous feature of this race. The adjoining races of 
the As.sain hills have the three outermost pairs of rectrices broadly white-tipped. 
Two Sikidm specimens in the Chicago Museum of Natural History measure: 


Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

109 

24 

42 

124 mm. 

105 

25 

40 

114 mm. 


Three unsexed skins in die Schafer collection (Gangtok, February and June) 
have Wing 103, 108, 110 mm. (Stresetnann). 

Iris red or reddish brown; eye-rim (circumorbital) livid; bill homy black, 
paler at base; legs and feet pale flesh. (Whlsder MS.) 
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THE BUFOUSNEGKED LAUGHING THRUSH 

Garrulax ruficollis (Jardine & Selby) 
lanthocincla ntficolUs Jardine & Selby, 1838, III. Om. 2; {d. 21 — 
Himalayas (= Sikkim, restricted by Meinertzhagen, 1928, Ibis: 515). 

F.B.I. 1: 139 

LOCAL name: Rapchen-pho (Lepcha). 

size: Myna+. 

FIELD cHABACims: A dark babbler with black head and throat 
and conspicuous i^estnut sides to the neck. 

Crown and nape slaty grey; rest of head (includii^ ear-coverts), 
throat, and centre of upper breast black. Sides of neck bright 
chestnut. Upper plumage and underparts olive-brown excepting 
centre of lower abdomen and under tail-coverts, which are bright 
chestnut Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Resident; normally at low elevations — 
between 2000 (Martam) and 4500 ft. Occasionally to about 5500 ft 
(Gan^ok, Rinchinpong). AfFects bushes and bramble thickets on 
scruboy hillsides and on the edge of tmrace cultivation. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Eastem Nepal; Bhutan to NE. 
frontier. Assam; Manipur; Chittagong hill tracts (E. Pakistan). 

GENERAL HABITS : Sodal. Invariably in noisy flocks or 'sisterhoods’ 
of 7 to 12 or more, hopping about on the ground or in low shrubs. 
Tlie birds rummage amongst the mulch, flicking aside or turning 
over the dry leaves in search of insects, and also feed on wild 
raspberries and other fruit Constant churring calls as th^ work 
through the thickets keep a sisterhood together. They have a three- 
noted mellow whistle, the first note of vimich sounds as if produced 
by a broken reed; and from time to time the birds burst into loud 
squeaky choruses. 

NESTING: Season — ^mainly May. Nest — a deep cup of grass, 
bamboo leaves, weed stems, etc. bound together wim tendrils, usually 
well concealed, 3 to 5 ft. up in a bamboo dump or bramble diicket. 
E^s — 3 or 4, very pale bluish white, unmarked, glossy. Size about 
2^20 nun. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : A 6 collected by file 

Sikkim Survey measures: Wing 98; bill 23; tarsus 37; tail 111 mm. Another 
<S in the Sdiafer collection has Wing 100 mm. 

Three specimens from Sadiya (NE, Assam) measure: 




BiU 

Tarsus 

Tall 

1 <J 

99 

24 

37. 

108 mm. 

2 99 

98-100 

24 

36-37 

109 mm. 


Iris brownish crimson; eye-rim (circumorbital) yellow; bill, legs, feet and 
claws dark homy brown. 
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THE STREAKED LAUGHING IHRUSH 

Gorndca lineatm setafer (Hodgson) 

Cindosoma setafer Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 148 — Nepal. 


F.B.I. 1: 180 

LOCAL name: 

SIZE: Myna—. 

FIELD characters: A Small, finely white-streaked olive-rufous 
laughing thrush with ashy brownish head and rusty ear-coverts. 
Longish, loose tail cross-rayed rufous, ending in a black band with 
terminal grey tips. No distinct eyebrow. Sexes alike. 

STATUS and habitat: Rare. Not recorded by Stevens, nor met 
with by Schafer or the recent Sikkim Survey. Meinertzhagen only 
once came upon a small party feeding on a forest path at 4700 ft. 
near Dentam (W. Sikkim). Frequents open scrub country; avoids 
forest, 

distribution outside SIKKIM: Central Nepal. The species, in 
several races, extends throughout the Himalayas (between about 5000 
and 9000 ft.) from Baluchistan to Bhutan. 

GENERAL HABITS: Skulking, sociable birds, met with in parties of 
4 or 5, hopping on the ground under bushes, scuttling like rats from 
cover to cover on alarm, seldom flying. They keep up a churring and 
squeaky conversation among themselves. In the breeding season the 
males sing from exj^sed bush-tops etc. a clear, squeaW, whistling 
song well syllabified oy Whistler as titty-titty-we-are, rapidly repeated. 
Insects as well as berries are eaten. 

nesting: No record from Sikkim. Elsewhere season — April to 
August. Nest—& deep cup of grass, rootlets, etc. placed in a wild 
raspberry or similar bush, 3 to 7 ft. up, well concealed. Eggs— 3, 
turquoise or greenish blue, unmarked. Size about 25x18 mm. 

BAciAL CHAnACTEBiSTics, MEASUBEMENTS, ETC; Differs from the better 
known W. Himalayan race linecaus in having the head browner (less ashy), 
the rump darker, the ear-coverts and streaks of the underparts darker, die 
streaks more extensive on each individual feather. The black subterminal 
bands on the tail are well marked, d? Wing 74-77; bill 18.5-20.5; tarsus 
c. 27; tail c. 90 mm. (Fauna). 

Iris brown; bill homy brown, paler on commissure and lower mandible; 
mouth pale yellowish flesh; legs and feet pale homy brown. 
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THE BILUEWINGED LAUGHING THRUSH 

Gamdatx squamatus (Gould) 

lantJiQcincia squ^mata Gould, 1835, Proc, ZjooI Soc. London: 48 

Himalayas (:=s Sikkim). 

Plate 20, fig. 9 (facing p. 225) 


F.BJ. 1: 174 

LOCAi. names: Tarmal-pho (Lepcha); Nabom (Bhutia). 

size: Myna. 

FIELD CHARACTEBs: Upper plumage rufescent olive-brown; lower 
plumage fulvous. Scallop^ with brown scale-like markings above; 
more finely below. A black eyebrow from forehead to nape. Upper 
and imder tail-coverts bright chestnut. Flight feathers in the closed 
wing pale blue and chestnut. Tail bronzy brown with bright 
cinnamon tip. Sexes alike. Individually somewhat variable in 
coloration. 

The blue iuid chestnut wings and bright cimiamon tail-tip are 
conspicuous in flight, and leading pointers to its identity. 

STATUS AND HABITAT*. OccuFs normally between about 4000 
and 8000 feet, Meinertzhagen obtained specimens at 11,900 feet 
(Sandakphu) in January. Afiec*ts ringal bamboo jungle and rhododen- 
dron forest with dense scrubby undergrowtli. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills north 
and south erf the Brahmaputra. Manipur, N. Burma, Shan States, 
N. Yunnan, Tonkin. 

GENERAL HABITS: Koeps in pairs or small family parties. Shy 
and an inveterate skulker in undergrowtli, seldom taking wing when 
alarmed, diving into tliicker cover and working its way to safety 
silently and unseen. Its notes, not often heard, are described as 
‘rich and full’. 

nesting: Season — April to June. Nest — a deep compact cup of 
leaves, fine twigs, grass, etc., scrappily drap^ with green moss on 
the outside and lined with fine roots and rhizoinorphs. Placed 2 to 
7 ft. up in a bush or sapling. Eggs — 2 to 4, deep greenish blue, 
unspotted, with a fine satiny surface. Sikkim eggs average about 
30X22 mm. 

FACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, TCTC : d 9 Wing 93-99; bill 

c. 20; tarsus c, 37; tail c. 100 mni. (Stuart Baker). 

Iris bluish white (brown in juvenile); bill black, paler and greyer at tip and 
on base of lower mandible; legs and ieet pale flesh to fleshy brown. 
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THE FLAINCOEOUBED LAUGHING THRUSH 


Gofndax stAunicdor subunicdor (Biyth) 
Trochdopt&ron svbunioolor Biyth, 1843, Jour. Aalat, Soc. Bengoi 12: 

952-Nepal. 


1: 171 

LOCAL name: 

size: Myoa. 

FIELD CHABACTEBs: Forehead, crown and nape dark ashy brown 
with black scaly markings. Plumage above and below obve-brown, 
fuivescent cwi abdomen. Scaly blade markings on upper back, throat, 
breast and up^r abdomen conspicuous. Tail olive-brown and 
blade, unmarked; tipped with white. A golden dive-yellow patch 
on flight feathers. Sexes alike. 

The brownish plumage with bright olive-yellow wings and white- 
tipped tail simplify identification in flight. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Local and patchy, normally at high eleva- 
tions between about 5000 and 12,000 ft. (Chun^hang, Lachen, 
Ladiung, Changu, Sandakphu). Nut uncommon where occurring. 
Affects thickets of Rubus and dwarf rhododendron etc. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM! Nepal; Bhutan to NE. Assam, north 
of Brahmaputra River. The species, in other races, extends to N. 
Burma, N. Yunnan, Tonkin. 

GENERAL HABITS: Often Seen in flocks of 20 birds or more. 
Besides the usual squeaky conversational chuckles, has a dear whistle 
of four notes. 

NESTINC: Season — cliiefly May and June. Nest— a large cup of 
grass and mosses, lined with soft bamboo leaves; placed in a low 
shrub, about 3 ft. up. Eggs — 3 or 4, spotless blue. Size about 
30 X 23 mm. 

RAUAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Stuarl Baker gives the mea- 
surements (d?) as: Wing 90-95; bill c. 18; tarsus c. 35; tail J 00- 103 mm. 

Seven adult examples ( d 9 ) In Schafer's Sikkim collection have Wing 89-96 
mm. (av. 93.0 mm.). 

Iris reddish brown or straw colour; bill blackish brown; legs and feet homy 
brown. 
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THE BLACKFACED LAUGHING THRUSH 

Gdmdax affinis bethelae Rand & Fleming 
Gurrutax affinis b&thelae Rand & Fleming, 1956, Fieldiana 39 (1); 2 — 
Thangu, Sikldni. 


F.B.I. 1: 172 

IX>CAL name; 
size; Myna+. 

FIELD CHABACTERS : Head and chin black. Cheeks glistening white. 
Ear-coverts black with a diffuse greyish white patch on sides of 
nape. Upper parts rufous-brown scalloped with fine brownish scale- 
like marldngs. Upper tail-coverts ferruginous. Lower parts rufous- 
brown with diffuse grey spots on breast, and grey scaly marking on 
upper abdomen. Bright yellowish olive in wings and tail, bom ot 
vvddch are broadly tipped slaty blue. Sexes alike. 

The scalloped back, black face, white cheek-patches and greyish 
sides of head, combing with yellow-and-bluish wings and tail, are 
diagnostic in the field. 

STATOS AND HABITAT: A higli-elcvation species normally ranging 
between about 9000 and 13,000 ft. (Lachen, Lachung, Yumfhang, 
Thangu, Karponang, Chaneu). Recorded at about 5500 ft. in 
February (Gangtok, Chungtnang). Frequents juniper and bramble 
thickets around alpine pastures in rhodoaeodron and fir biotope, and 
ringal bamboo jungle. 

DiSTraBunoN ouTsmE SIKKIM: E. Nepal, Bhutan, SE. Tibet 
(Himalayan facies). The species is found in N. Burma, N. Yunnan, 
Szechwan, Tonkin. 

OENERAL habits: Has perhaps the highest altitudinal range of all 
the laughing thrushes. Small parties sometimes met with among 
snow-covered shrubs with the temperature below freezing point. 
Has the usual low conversational diuckles, and also a melodious 
whistling ‘song’ to-u>e or to-we-you, 

NESTING; Season — May and Time, ^est — a deep, well built cup 
of moss, grass, roots, etc., lined with finer roots and rhizomoiphs. 
Placed 5 to 8 feet up in a Viburnum, rhododendron or similar bush. 
Eggs — 2 or 3, blue with a greenish tinge, sparsely spotted and 
blotched with brownish- or reddish black, and with one or two 
short twisted lines. Size about 29x21 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC; Two specimens collected 
by the Sikkim Survey measure: 



Wing 

Bill 

Tarsu.s 

Tail 

1 6 

115 

24 

40 

135 mm. 

1 o? 

103 

23.5 

40 

121 mm. 


A large series (28 adult d 9) in the Schafer Sikkim collection gives Wing 
99 (9)-109 (cT) mm. 

Iris olive-brown; bill black; legs and feet pinkish brown or brownish flesh 
colour; claws horny brown. 
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THE SIKKIM REDHEADEIT'lAUGHING THRUSH 

Garrulax erythrocephalns nigrimentum (Oates) 

Trochalopteron ni^rinientum Oates, 1889, Fauua Brit. India, Birds, cd. 1, 

1 : 01 — Himalayas, Nepal to Assam ^inferentially restricted to Sikkim by 
Kinnear, 1937, Ibis: 32). 

Plate 20, fig. 2 (facing p. 225) 

F.B.I. 1: 163 

LOCAL name: 

size: Myna+. 

FIEI.D CHiVHACTERS : An uncrcsted olive-brown and fulvous laugh- 
ing thrush with chestnut-red crown, blackish chin and face, and a 
bright ferruginous naM patch and wing-shoulder. Upper back 
olive-brown with bold black oval spots and paler scalloping. 
Finer crescentic black spots on sides of neck and ferruginous breast. 
Some golden olive-yellow and slaty grey in wings and tail. Lower 
parts ferruginous. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Occupies an altitudinal zone between 5000 
and 12,000 ft. (Gangtok, Lachen, Lachung, Manshitang, Chiabhanjan, 
Phalli t), even in winter. Affects dense shrubby growth of dwarf 
rhododendron, Berberis, brambles, etc. on hillsides, along stream 
valleys, and at the edge of cultivation and pastures. It was noted 
as die commonest laughing thrush at c. 9000 ft. in the Laohung 
area in February and March. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : E. Nepal, Bhutan, SE. Tibet 
(Himalayan facies), Assam hills north of Brahmaputra River. The 
species, in numerous other races, extends across from SE. Kashmir 
down through Assam, Burma, Tliailand to Tenasserim, Malaya, etc. 

GENERAL HABITS : Perhaps less gregarious than most other laugh- 
ing thrushes. A great skulker, and not noisy. A low conversational 
chuckling murmur usually betrays a party moving amongst the 
thickets. Has a loud, musical, double-noted whisde pheeou or 

C iiveep, coiistandy repeated, by an imitation of which the birds can 
e decoyed. Food and feeding habits do not differ from those 
described. 

nesting: Season — May to July. Nest — a deep cup of grass and 
dead leaves secured with creeper stems and tendrils, scantily lined 
witih fine grass and roots. Occasionally covered with green moss. 
Built in a small tree or dense bush normally between 3 and 8 feet up. 
Eggs — 2, rarely 3, blue-green, boldly blotched and streaked with 
deep reddish brown to black. Size about 29X21 mm. 

RACIAL CHAR\CTERisTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC ; The Sikkiii) lacc nigHmentum 
differs from the W. Himalayan erythrocephalus in having the ear-coverts black 
(finely edged pinkish while — scaly patterned) instead of chestnut (tipped black 
and white). 

Five specimens collected by the Sikkim Survey measure: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

Id 104 24 38 114 mm. 

4 9 9 100-103 22.5-24 39-40 111-125 mm. 



186 


MUSCICAPIDAB 


Twelve adult d 9 in Schafer s Sikldm collection have Wing 98*107 inni. 
Iris olive-brown or hiizel-brown; bill horny black; legs and feet brownish 
flesh cok*ur; claws homy brown- 


THE NEPAL CRIMSONWINGED LAUGHING THRUSH 

Garrulax phoenicetis phoeniceus (Gould) 

lanthocincla phoenicea Gould, 1837, leones Aviiun, pL 3 — Nepal. 

Plate 20, fig. 1 (facing p. 225) 


F.B.I. 1: 168 

LOCAL names : Tilji-pho (Lepcha); Rex>clia (Bhutia). 

SIZE : Myna. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: A cTcstless olivc-brown laughing thrush with 
bright crimson sides of head and neck, wings and under tail-coverts. 
A black supercilium. Tail black, broadly tipped and margined out- 
wardly with orange. Sexes alike. 

The brownish coloratitm and dazzling crimson wings make die 
bird quite unmistakable in flight. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Apparently not uncommon at low and 
moderate eleN’ations — foothills to about 6000 ft. — ^witli no perceptible 
up-and-down seasonal movement. Affects heavy scrub in overgrown 
jungle clearings, on the edge of cultivation and along stream valk^. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal; Bhutan to extreme NE. 
Assam, north of Brahmaputra River. Other rac‘es in ^sam south 
of the Bnxhmaputra, Manipur, N. Bunna, N. Thailand, SE. Yunnan. 

GENERAL HABITS: Typical. Normally seen in pairs and small 
parties. Has a variety of squeaky conversational notes in addition 
to some musical calls. - 

NESTING: Season — May and June. Nest — the usual 
grasses etc, covered on the outside with green moss. Placed m a 
bramble thicket or shrub, 4 to 10 ft. from the ground. Eggs — 2 to 
4, blue, normally with numerous short dark brown lines and some 
spots. Size about 26 X 19 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Tlie adjoining race of 

Assam, bakeri, is paler above and below, and has the ashy grey wash on 
centre ot abdomen more pronounced. 

Stuail Baker gives the measurements (d 9) as: Wing 81-93; bill c. 18; 
tarsus c*. 32; tail c, 100 mm. 

Iris biwn (juv.) to deep crimson or lac-red; orbital skin dull leaden 
brown; bill blackish brown; legs and feet brown with a purplish tinge. 
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THE SILVEREABED MESIA 

Leiothrix argentouHs argentauris (Hodgson) 

Mesia argentauris Hodgson, 1838, lt\d. Review 2: 88 — Nepal. 

F.B.I, 1: 354 

LOCAL name: Dang-rapchil-pho (Lepcha). 

size: Bulbul. 

FIELD CHABAcmis : A bright-coloured babbler, chiefly olive- 
yellow, fulvous yellow, slaty green, crimson, and black. Male: 
Above, forehead golden ydlow; crown and nape black, set off by 
glistening silvery white ear-coverts. Rest of upper parts fulvous 
vellow, slaty ana slaty green, with crimson upper tail-coverts. Tail 
blackish, edged with yellowish. Wings edged yellow and crimson. 
Below, chin and throat deep orange-yellow, chang ing to olive- 
yellow on rest of underparts. Under tail-coverts crimson. 

Fenude: Upper and lower tail-coverts orange-buff instead of 
crimson. Immature bird like female, but with the crown yellowish. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Less common than the Pekin 
Robin (next), with more or less the same altitudinal range (3000 to 
7000 ft.) though both may also occiu: lower down (I^chu, c. 2000 ft.). 
Affects identical facies — secondary jungle, scrub-covered ravines, etc. 

DiSTRiBOTioN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Garhwal, Nepal, Bhutan, Assam 
hills north and south of the Brahmaputra; Manipur. The spedes 
extends through Burma, Thailand, Malaya, Yunnan, Indonesia, 
Indochina. 

GENERAL HABITS : Very similar to the Pekin Robin, though perhaps 
more stricdy arboreal. In large mixed hunting flocks in winter, rapidly 
flowing from tree to tree. Makes occasional short flycatcher-like 
sallies after winged insects disturbed in the foliage, in addition to 
the tit-like acrobatics while searching under leaves. Silent except 
for a low, subdued conversational cheeping. The clear, sweet, 
whi.stling .summer song of the male has been rendered as cheroi- 
cherit. 

nesting: Season — ^mainly May and June. Nest, eggs and site 
indistinguishable from those of the Pekin Robin, so that unless the 
owner of a nest is actually seen or collected it is not safe to give 
it a name. 

BACiAi. chabacterisitcs, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Tail SQuaro-eaded (not 
slightly forked) and with tire outermost leathers curving outwards. In all 
otlier respects obviously a close relation of the Pekin Robin. The Fauna 
gives the measurements as : <J 9 Wing 74-78; bill 12-13; tarsus c. 25; tail 
c. 45 mm. 

Huee d d collected in Sikkim by Schafer have Wing 74, 75, 76 mm. 

Iris brown to red-brown; bill orange, thrged with brown at base; legs 
and feet yellowish flesh. 
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THE REDBILLED LEIOTHRK, or TEKIN ROBIN’ 

Leiothrix lutea calipyga (Hodgson) 

Bahila calipyga Hodgson, 1&37, Ind. Revietv 2: 88 — Nepal. 

Plate 17, fig. 11 (facing p. 208) 


F.B.i. 1: 328 

LOCAL name; Rapchil-pho (Lepcha). 

SIZE : Sparrow. 

FIELD CHARACTEBS: A Sprightly, haiidsome, crestless, olive-green 
bird witli bright yellow throat and breast, a yellow ring round the 
eye, a narrow dusky-green moustachial streak, and conspicuous coral 
red bill. Closed wings edged with yellow and crimson. Tail glisten- 
ing black, slightly forked as in the rosefinch, narrowly tipped white. 
Ear-coverts silveiy grey. The fenude differs in having the crimson 
of the wings replac^ by yellow. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common between about 3000 and 
7000 ft. elevation, in the Great Rangeet and Teesta valleys (Singhik, 
Dentam, Kewzing, Gangtok^. Affects secondaiy jungle. Partial to 
overgrown ravines and tangled scrub of wild raspberry (Rubm) etc. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Throughout the Himalayas from 
about Simla to the NE. frontier; Assam hills; Manipur. Other races 
in Burma, Yunnan, Szechwan. 

GENERAL HABITS : Sociable. Parties, often in the usual mixed bird 
associations. Chiefly arboreal, but keeps more to thickets and 
shrubbery than to tree-tops. Also feeds on the ground, under bushes, 
hopping about like a laughing thrush and flicking aside the dry 
leaves. Food: insects as well as berries and seeds. Calls: a pleasant 
conversational tee-tee-tee kept up whilst a party is feeding. The 
loud, cheerful song of the male is commonly heard on tlie approach 
of the breeding season. In timbre, quality and pattern it is remi- 
niscent of the Redwhiskered BulbuFs — rather more prolonged and 
more musical. 

NESTING: Season — ^mainly May and June. Nest — a substantially 
made cup of dead leaves, moss, lichelis and pliant twigs, lined with 
roots and finer material. Placed 2 to 8 ft. up in a tangled bush or 
sapling, in an overgrown ravine. Eggs — ^white to pale blue, boldly 
blotched with dark hrown or umber brown. Size about 22X 16 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEAStTREMENTS, ETC: The Fauna givBs the 
measurements as: Wing d d 65-71, 9 9 61-65; bill 10-11; tarsus c. 25; 
tail 55-60 mm. 

A Sikkim Survey specimen (9) measures: Wing 69; bill 14.5; tarsus 24; 
tail 58 mm. 

Iris brown or reddish brown; bill coral red, blackish at base of both 
mandibles; legs, teet and claws pale homy brown. 
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THE FIRETAILED MYZORNIS 
Myzomis pyrrhoura Blyth 

Myzomia pyrrhoura Blytli, 1843, Jour, Asiat. Soc, Bengal 12 (2); 984, ex 
Hodgson Nepal. 

Plate 21, fig, 2 (facing p. 272) 


F.B.I. 1; 345 

LOCAL name: Lho-sagvit-pho (Lepcha). 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : Mole: Abovc, bright dark green; forehead and 
crown scaled (or scalloped) with black. A black band from bill 
through eye, bordered above and below with brighter green streaks. 
Below, breast and abdomen largely suffused with rusty red; vent 
and under tail-coverts fulvous yellow or chestnut. Flight featiiers 
black, largely tipped with white and pinkish, and margined with 
red. Tail largely red and green. 

Female: Afoooe, head less marked with black and therefore a 
lighter green; below duller and more orange. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Uncommon and locally distributed at eleva- 
tions between 6000 and 12,000 ft. (Gangtok, Singalila Ridge, Cho La 
Range). Affects rhododendron forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, N. Assam hills (?). 
NE. Burma to NW. Yunnan. 

GFJ^ERAL habits: Imperfectly known. Arboreal. Keeps in pairs 
or small parties searching for insect (?) food in bushes and low 
trees. It habitually feeds at rhododendron flowers, hoveling in front 
of them with rapidly beating wings in the manner of a flowerpecker, 
and is said also to make short sallies like a flycatcher. Wild rasp- 
berries have been taken from the stomach of a specimen. Its note 
is described as ‘a feeble but distinct call'. 

NESTING : Unknown authentically. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISnCS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : The FaUlia givCS fot d 9 

Wing 59-63; bill c. 13; taisus c. 22-23; tail c. 70-75 inin. 

Two d d collected by Schafer at Gangtok have Wing 62, 63; 3 9 9 58, 60, 
60 mm. 

Iris dark brown; bill black; legs and feet yellowish or greenish brown. 


THE NEPAL CUTIA 

CtHia nipalensis nipalensis Hodgson 
Cutia nipalensis Hodgson, 1838, Jour, Asiat, Soc. Bengal 5 : 774 — Nepal. 

Plate 17, fig. 10 (facing p. 208) 


F.B.L 1: 329 

ix)CAL NAMES: Rapnoon or Rapnun-pho; Motum-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE: Between Sparrow and Bulbul. 

FIELD CHARACTTEBS: A hondsome, rather dumpy, arboreal bird, 
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chestnut and grey^blue with bdld black rib-like markings on the 
white underside. 

Male: Above, crown slaty blue^ lores and a broad band through 
eye and ear-coverts to nape glossy black; tail black; rest of upper 
parts bright chestnut Belota, pale buffy white; sides of body with 
bold bla^ rib-like bars. 

Female: Crown paler; band round head chocolate-brown instead 
of black; back and scapulars reddish brown with large oval black 
spots. Rest as in male. 

STATUS AND HA3ITAT: Locally distributed between c. 5000 and 
..7000 ft, elevation. Met with by the Sikkim Survey only near Singhik, 
c. 4500 ft. Schafer collected specimens at Gangtok, 6000-7000 ft., 
January to March. Affects oak and evergreen forest 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: E. Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills 
north of Brahmaputra River; Naga Hills, Manipur. The species 
extends to N. Burma, NW. Thailand, Yunnan, Tonkin, Malaya, 
Indochina. 

GENERAL HABITS: Arboreal. Keeps in small parties, commonly 
in the mixed raving bands of small babblers and other birds, usually 
high up in the canopy foliage. Runs swiftly along the branches. 
Feeds on insects as well as berries and seeds. Very silent. Its call 
or song is unrecorded. 

NESTING : Unknown. 

RACIAL CHAnACl'ERISTlCS, MLASimEMENTS, ETC: C? ? Wl'ug 90-96; bill 
c. 17; tarsus c. 30; tail c. 55 mm. (Fauna). A Survey <S has Wing 89 mm. 
Seven examples collected by Schafei* give Wing 3 cT d 90, 91, 92; 4 9 9 87, 
88, 89, 89, mm. (Sti'esemann). 

Iris crimson-brown; bill: upper mandible black, lower bluish horn, blackish 
at base and tip; legs, feet and claws bright chrome yellow. 


THE RUFOUSBELLIED SHRIKE-BABBLER 

Ptemthius rufiventer rufiventer Blyth 
Pteruthius tufiventf'r Blytb, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc, Bengal 11: 183. 
No locality = Darieeling. 

Plate 17, fig. 7 (facing p. 208) 


F.BJ. I; 337 
LOCAL name: 
size: Bulbul. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: A loug-tailed shrike-babbler. Male: Above, 
chestnut Forehead, crown, nape, sides of head, wings and tail 

g lossy black, the last tipped chestnut. Below, chin, throat and upper 
reast ashy, divided from black of head by a white line. Rest of 
undetparis pinkish brown, paler on abdomen. A patch of gcdden 
yellow on either side of breast. 

Female: Above, bright greenish yellow, irregularly barred with 
black; rump and upper tail-coverts chestnut Crown and nape black; 
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fordiiead largely grey. Wings black and y^owish green. Below^ 
dark vinous Drown with a yellowish patch on either side of breast. 
Sides of head, chin, throat, and breast grey. A black patch cm 
ear-coverts. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident, AiSects canopy foliage 

of lofty trees in forest, between c. 6000 and 8000 ft. elevation. 

msiRiBUTXON ouTsn>E SIKKIM: £. Nepal, Bhutan (?j, Assam hills 
north and south of Brahmaputra River; Manipur hills, NE. Burma 
to N, Yunnan and N. Tonkin. 

GENERAL HABITS: Little recorded beyond that it goes about in 
small flocks and may sometimes present a striking resemblance to 
Hodgson's Broadbill {Serilophm rwropygius), both in its superficial 
appearance and lethargic behaviour. 

NESTINO: Unknown. 

RACiAi. GHAnACTEWsTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: DiffiH's fioiu Other shfike- 
bahblers in its much longer, greatly graduated tail. Stuart Baker gives the 
niea.siirements as : 9 Wing 85-88; bill 15-16: tarsus c. 30; tail c, 85 mm. 

Two specimens secured by Schafer at Gangtok have Wing 88 (d) and 89 
(9) mm, 

Tris bluish grey; bill upper mandible black, lower pearl grey; feet brown 
to brownish whitish* (Ripley). 


THE REDWINGED SHRIKE-BABBLER 

Ptemthiiis ftaimcapis validirostris Koelz 
Pteruthim erythropterus validirostris Koc^Jz, 1951, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 3: 

28 — Kohima, Naga Hills, Assam. 

Plate 17, fig. 6 (facing p. 208) ^ 

F.B.r. 1; 331 

lcx:al name: 

size: Between Bulbul and Myna. 

FIELD characters: A stoclcy, short-tailed, black-and-white shrike- 
like bird widi chestnut wings. Maie: Above, upper part of head 
black with a broad white band from above eye to nape. Back 
grey; closed wings bright chestnut; tail black. Below, pale greyish 
white; posterior Hanks vinaceous. In flight the black head and tail, 
die white inner edges to the primaries, and the white underwing, 
give a very white and black overall effect to the bird. 

Female: Above, upper part of head bluish grey with a faint broken 
white supercilium. Upper plumage chiefly Sive-grey;* dosed wings 
chestnut and yellowish green. Tail largely black and green, tipped 
yellow. Below, pale butt. 

STATUS AND habitat: Fairly common. Resident between 1000 ft. 
and 6000 ft. elevarion (Rangpo, Martam, Kewzing, Rinchinpemg, 
Gangtok and dsewheie in the Rang^ and Teesta valleys). Stevens 
apparent^ foimd it as high as 9500 ft. in winter. Affects Sohima, 
oak, rhodfodendron and mixed evergreen forest on hillsides. 

' Captioned as Pteruihius e, ert/thropferus, the old name .since revised (Ripley, 
1900, Synopsis Bds. Ind. Pakistan: 400}. 
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DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas from Murree to 
the N£. frontier; Assam hills south of the Brahmaputra; Manipur. 
The species extends through Burma, Thailand, Malaya, Indonesia, 
Indod^a. 

GENERAL HABITS : Strictlv arboreal. Parties, commonly in the 
mixed hunting bands which include drongos, minivets, nuthatches 
and many other species. The birds keep hiA up in the foliage 
and branches of forest trees, and hop from oranch to branch in 
search of insects. Occasionally one will run briskly up and along 
a bough, or cling on the trunk sideways like a nuthatch, to peer 
into crevices of me bark or under moss. A harsh, quick-repeated 
grating call, like the 'churring' of a shrike, is sometimes uttered 
while the birds are foraging, occasionally varied bv a loud ke-kew 
or kew-kew repeated 3 or 4 times (by the male ?). This has 
rather the tone-quality of a tailor bira s call (Orthatomus), but is 
much louder; it is usually prefaced by a subdued kik audible only 
at short range. This call is also reminiscent of the Vailing’ of a 
month-old domestic chicken that has got separated from its mother. 

nesting: Season — April (?), May, June. Nest — a loosely made 
cup of green moss, with a good deal of wool and cobwebs inter- 
mixed, lined with fine roots. Suspended like a hammock between 
horizontal twigs up near the tops of trees. Difficult to find and 
to get at. Eggs — 2 or 3, white, with a faint tinge of lilac or pink, 
flecked with radish- or purplish brown, more densely and foiming 
a cap at the larger end. They resemble the eggs of the Himalayan 
Black Bulbul, and measure about 23X17 mm. 

HAciAL CHARACTEBiSTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: A Sikkim Siirvey Specimen 
(9) measures Wing 82.5; bill 19.5; tarsus 28.5; tail 60 mm. 

Five 6 6 in the Schafer Sikkim collection have Wing 82-86 mm. (av. 
84.4); 1 9 85 mm. 

Iris deep ‘Nordic’ blue (d), or slaty grey (9); bill: upper mandible black, 
lower mandible and commissure at gape of upper bluish grey; legs and feet 
brownish flesh; claws homy brown. 


THE GREEN SHRIKE-BABBLER 

Pteruthim xanthochloris xanthochloris Gray 
rtenithius xanthochlorits [s/cj Gray, 1846, Cat. Mamms. Birds Nepal: 95 — Nepal. 


F.B.I. 1: 335 
LOCAL name: 
size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHABACiERs: Moh: Abovc, olivc-green. Crown and nape 
blackish grey. Forehead, sides of crown, and around eye dark grey. 
Plight feathers and tail largely dark brown. Outer web of outer- 
most rectrices and tips of the others whitish. A black patdb on 
closed wing (primary coverts). Below, bright yellow, with pale ashy 
chin, throat and breast. 
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Fenude similar, but crown and nape dark grey, paler at the sides 
and round eye. 

STATUS ANT) HABITAT; According to Stevens, found up to* higher 
tlevations than the Redwinged and Chestnut-throated ShriKe*BabDlers 
— ^in winter between 7000 and 9500 ft (Ladiung, Kaiponang). 
Sch^er procured specimens at Gangtok, Lachen, Lachung and 
Manshitang. 

DiSTBiBUTiON OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal, Bhutan, Chin Hills (Burma). 
The race occidentaiis occurs from W, Nepal westward to the Sutlej 
valley (NW. Himalayas), The species extends to Yunnan, Szechwan 
and N. Tonkin. 

GENERAL HABITS: Strictly arboreal. In pairs or small (family?) 
parties. Possibly commoner than it seems, since it is apt to be 
easily overlooked or mistaken in the mixed hunting flocks of leaf 
warblers, small babblers, etc., with which it habitually associates 
in tall trees. But if carefully scrutinized, its quiet, unobtrusive 
demeanour and stiff upright carriage, and its h£u>it of sometimes 
running along a horizontal branch like a nuthatch, usually give it 
away. The call is a quick-repeated single note whit, 

nesting: Season — May and June. Nests have been taken in wet 
tree forest on the Singalila Ridge (W. Sikkim). Nest — a fragile 
structure of fine fibres bound together with cobwebs, and plastered 
on the outside with lichens etc. Suspended hammockwise in a 
forked twig 2 to 12 ft. from the ground, sometimes higher. Eggs— 3 
or 4, pale pinkish- or greyish white, with grey-brown or reddish 
brovm freckles, mostly at tlxe larger end. Size about 19X15 mm. 

EACXAL CHARACTEiusTiCfS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC ' cT V Wing 62-65; bill c. 8; 
tarsus c. 20; tail 48-50 mm. (Fauna). Schafer’s Sikkim specimens measure: 
Wing 5 dd 60-03 (av. 61.8); 8 9 9 58-64 (av. 61.0) mm. 

iris grey or grey-brown; hill black, blue-grey on lower mandible and tip; 
legs and feet greyi.sh flesh. 

First-year birds are di.stingiiishable by pale tips to unmoulted great coverts. 

The adjoining western race occidentaiis is paler, with tlie whole crown and 
nape a.shy in male; washed with greenish in female. 


THE CHESTNUT-THROATED SHRIKE-BABBLER 

Pteruthius melanotis melanotis Hodgson 
Pieruthius melatiotis Hodgson, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16 : 448 — 
Terai, SE. Himalayas. 

Plate 21, fig. 3 (faring p. 272) 


F.B.i. 1: 333 

ix>CAL name; Ku-er-pho (Lepcha). 
size: Sparrow—, 

HEIJ) characters: Male: Ahaee, greenish yellow; closed wing 
bluish grey and brown, the feathers mostly white-tipped. A whit 
ting rouna eye, and a broad^ bluish white supercilium. Lores black 

13 
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continued in ft line above eye and another below, meeting behind 
eye. A black spot behind yellow ear-coverts. Tail green and black, 
increasingly white-tipped on the outer feathers, the outermost al- 
most wholly white. Below, chin, throat and upper breast deep 
chestnut; rest of underparts blight yellow. 

Female: Like male out with tips of greater wing-coverts salmon 
colour instead of white. Cliestnut restricted to throat only. Lines 
above and below eye pale brown instead of black. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Widely distributed and not uncommon at 
elevations up to c. 9000 ft. (Kaiponang), chiefly between c. 2000 
and 6000 ft. (Martam, Singhik, Cnungthang, Gangtok). Affects tall 
open forest 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills north 
and south of the Brahmaputra; Manipur. Burma, N. Thailand, 
Yunnan, N. Tonkin, N. Annam. 

GENERAL HABITS: Pairs or small family parties almost invariably 
associated with large mixed hunting flocks of minlas, sivas, le^ 
warblers, and flycatchers (particularly Rhipidwra kupoxantha and 
Cvlicicaxpa) in the foliage canopy of trees. Eiisily overlooked amongst 
them, but its slower actions usually give it away. Food: insects. Call 
recorded as a pleasant double note too-weet, too-ioeet, uttered when 
the birds get separated from one another. 

NESTING: Season — April to Tune. Nest — a .shallow cup of fem- 
and bracken-roots etc., covered on the outside with moss, lichens, 
and spiders' webs. Suspended hammockwise from forking horizontal 
twigs of small trees, between 5 and 15 ft from the ground. Eggs — 
4 or 5, variable, normally pale lilac white, stippled with purplish 
brown, the marks coalescing to form a ring at the broad end. Size 
about 18x13 mm. 


RACIAL CHARACTElUS'nCs*, 

MLASUREMENTS, ETC' : 

Specimens 

collected in 

Sikkim measiurc : 

Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 


2 dd 

01 

11 

20-20.5 

39.5-42 

mm. 

1 9 

58 

11.5 

20 

38 

mm. 


Iris hazel-brown or brown; ui^pcr mandible slaty brown, lower dark 
plumbeous; legs and feet pale brownish flesh colour; claws horny brown. 


THE WHITEHEADED SHRIKE-BABBLER 

Gampsorhynchus rufulas mftdus Blyth 
Gampsorhytichus rufidus Blyth, 1844, Jour. Mint. Soc. Bengal 13, pi. i: 

37 1 — ^Darjeeling. 

Plate 17, fig. 2 (facing p. 208) 


F.BX 1: 231 

LOCAL name: Chongto-phep-pho (Lepcha). 
size: About Myna. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: General appearance and flight reminiscent 
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a bulbul. Whole head, neck and breast white. Upper plumage 
golden brown; lower plumage pale fulvous. Edge erf wing, and 
upper wing-coverts (lesser and median) white. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not commcHi. A fairly low-elevation species 
(Teesta Valley). Affects bamboo jungle witii dense tangled under- 
growth. 

DiSTMBxmoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Foothills, from Sikkim to NE. 
frontier; Assam. The species extends to Burma, Thailand, Malaya 
and Indochina. 

GENERAL HABITS: Pairs or small noisy parties, often in association 
with scimitar babblers. Very like them in behaviour, but more 
arboreal. Inquisitive and normally not shy. According to Smythies 
(1953) has ‘a weird grating call note kaw-kchyawk\ Food: beetles 
and other insects; probably also berries. 

NESTING: Season— end April to June. Nest — a shallow flimsy 
cup of dead leaves etc. untidily bound with cobwebs and lined 
with tendrils and fine roots. Built fairly low down (5 to 8 ft.) in 
a bush or bamboo clump. Eggs — 2 to 4, variable, usually pale 
yellowish, freckled and blotch^ with reddish brown. Size about 
24X18 mm. 

HACiAL CHAHACTERisTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Stuart Baker gives the 
measurements of this race as : <5 9 Wing 90-100; bill 20-21; tarsus 26-28; tail 
110-120 mm. 

Iris yellow; bill dark honi; legs and feet brownish white. 


THE NEPAL BARWING 

Actinodura egertoni egertoni Gould 

Actinodura egertoni Gould, 1836, Pro(\ Zool. Soc. London: 18 — Sikkim. 

F.B.i. 1: 303 

LOCAL NAME: Ramnio-pho (Lepcha). 

SIZE; Bulbul -b. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: Abovc, forehead rufous; loose rounded crest 
rich ashy brown; back, rump and upTCr tail-coverts rufous-brown. 
Closed wings finely barred with iblackish. Tail rufous-brown, 
graduated, cross-rayed; the rectrices broadly tipped with white. 
Below, cbdn rufous; rest of imdeiparts fulvous excepting centre of 
abdomen, which is wliite. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common at elevations between about 
3500 and 6000 ft. (Rungbong and Teesta valleys, Gangtok, Penlom 
La). Affects evergreen forest; partial to dense secondary growth. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM .* Eastern Nepal, Bhutan, Dafla 
Hills. Other races in tlie Mishmi Hills, Assam hills south of the 
Brahmaputra, Burma, Thailand. 

GENERAL HABITS: Atboreal. Keeps in flocks of 6 to 10 birds up 
in the canopy foliage of tall trees as well as in low shrubbeiy. Flocks 
‘follow-my-ieadei' from tree to tree, diving into undergrowth on 
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alarm. Actions and general behaviour very like laughing thrushes 
and sibias, with ^hich it often associates. Food: maimy insects; also 
berries. Occasionally flutters in front of a sprig for an insect, or 
clings upside down on a branch or mossy tree-trunk like a tit or 
nutliatch. A feeble conversational cheep is constantly uttered whilst 
hunting. 

nesting: Season — ^April to end June. Nest — a compact cup of 
grass, dry leaves, etc, mixed with tendrils and weed-stems, and fined 
with fine roots and rhizomorphs; usually draped on the outside with 
some moss. Placed 4 to 20 ft. up in a small tree or bush. Eggs — 
3 or 4, pale gre3dsh blue with blotches, specks, loops and irregular 
lines of dark brown. Size about 30X18 mm. Both nest and eggs 
can easily be mistaken for those of some laughing thrush. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC ; The Fauna givcs the 
measurements as: c? 9 Wing 80-85; hill c\ 15; tarsus c. 28; tail 105-115 mm. 

Seven specimens collected hy Schafer in Sikkim liavc* Wing 82 (9) to 
90 (d) mm. (av. 86.4) — Stresemann. 

Iris bluish brown; bill dull horny yellow, darker on citlmen and tip; legs 
and feet brownish flesh. 


THE SIKKIM HOARY BARWING 

Actinodura nipaletisis vinctura Ripley 

Actiuodura nipalenm vinctura Ripley, 1950. Froc. Bio!, Soc. Washinffion 
63: 104 — Mangalbare, Dhaiikuta District, E. Nepal. 

Plate 17, fig. 9 (facing p. 208) 

F.B.i. 1: 307 

LOCAL name: Ramnio-pho (Lepcha). 

size : Bulbul. 

FIELD CHARAcrrERS .* Above, forehead and loose mop-like crest, coffee 
brown with pale (hoaiy) shaft-streaks. Back rufescent brown; rump 
and upper tail-coverts more rufous. Tail graduated, browner than 
back, the feathers tipped with white. Exposed parts of closed wings 
and tail finely but conspicuously barred with blackish. Cheeks and 
moustachial streak blackish. Below, chin, throat and breast fulvous 
ashy; flanks, lower abdomen and under tail-coverts femiginous. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fidfly common at high elevations, c, 6000 
to 10,500 ft., evai in winter fChungthang, Manshitang, Gangtok, 
Lachung, Lachen, Singalila Ridge). Affects mixed deciduous and 
conifer forest, and dense undergrowth of rhododendron, Rubm, etc. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM ; Eastem Nepal, Bhutan. Ibe 
species in several races is found from central Nepal across to Assam, 
Manipur, Burma, N. Yunnan. 

^ GMmM. HABITS : Voiy similar to the Nepal Barwing and to some 
of the smaller laughing thnishes. Keeps in small parties to tree- 
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tofM? and moss- and lichen-covered trunks and branches. Also 
thickets. Some of its low churring notes resemble those of the 
Streaked Lau^iing Thrush. Food; insects and berries. 

nesting: Season — ^Apiil to Tune. Nesi — neat compact cup of 
fine grass and lichen, lined with roots. Eggs — 2 (or 3?), pale pinky 
white with bold primary blotches of reddish brown and secondary 
ones of inky grey, esf^ally round the broad end. Size about 
27x10 mm. very few authentic nests and eggs have been taken, 
and there are some discrepancies in the descriptions. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : The racc viuctufa differs 
from typical nipalensis (central Nepal) in having a much wider black terminal 
bar on the upper surface of the tail. Also in having the barring on die wings 
and tail heavier. The adjoining eastern race dtafiaensis (Dafia, Miri and Mishmi 
Hills) has the chin, throat and breast grey with brown centres to the feathers. 

The Fauna gives the measurements as : <S 9 Wing 84-91; bill 17-18; tarsas 
c. 30; tail 80-85 mm. 

Eighteen specimens collected by Schafer lu Sikldm give Wing d* 9 86-94 
min. 

Iris brown; bill black; legs and feet light greyish brown. 


THE REDTABLED MINLA 

Minla ignotincta igiiotincta Hodgson 
Minla ignotincta Hodgson, 1837, Ind. Review 2: 32, 44 — Nepal. 
Plate 15, fig. 2 (facing p. 160) 


1: 355 

LOCAi. names: Minla (Nepali); ^egblim-ayene (Lepcha), 

SIZE: Sparrow +. 

FiEU> ciuRACTERS: Male: Above, chocolate brown with glossv 
blade forehead, crown and na^xj. A broad white eyebrow from bill 
to nape, Ear-covertsS and a band below the white supercilium, black. 
Tail black, tipped and edged with crimson, and with some white 
and pinkish near the base. Wings black, with white tips and 
crimson and orange margins. Below, pale yellow with whitish chin 
and throat. 

Femcie like male but with the mantle olive-brown instead of 
chocolate; maigins to wings and tail, and yellow of underparts paler. 

When flitting high up in tall trees, the tail looks comparatively 
long and narrow, making the birds reminiscent of Redheaded Tits 
{M. catwitmm). 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident, Quite common in well-wooded 
coimtry between c. 3300 and 9000 ft (Martam, Singhik, Kewzing, 
Rinchinpong, Gangtok, Lachen, Lachung) with a marked seasonal 
altitudinal movement Rare above WOO ft. in winter. 

niFiiimTTnoN outsede sikkim : Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills N. and 
S. of Brahmaputra River; Manipur, NE. Burma to Yunnan, Szechwan, 
Indochina* 
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GENERAL HABITS : Arboreal, sociable, and very similar to those 
of other sivas and leiothrix. The flocks keep up a continuous 
twittering cheep. The birds sometimes make short hopping or 
sidling spurts 4^ong a sloping branch, like a nuthatch, seardiing 
diligently for insects under the moss and lichens. 

nesting: Seown — May and June. Nest — a rather deep cup of 
mosses, rootlets and hair, in a bushy tree at moderate heights. 
Eggs — normally 2, sometimes 3, pale blue sparsely and finely 
specked and spotted with black or reddish brown, coalescing in a 
ring about the larger end. Size about 20X14 mm. 

RACIAL, characteristics. MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The Sikkim Survey sijeci- 
mens measure: 

Wing liill Tarsus Tail 

1 id) err is 20 55.5 mm. 

3 9 9 03-66 12.5-14 19.5-20 56-57.5 mm. 

Iris fawn colour to brown; bill : upper mandible horny brown, lower 
plumbeous, brownish at tip; legs, feet and claws olive-brown. 


THE BARTHROATED SIVA 

Mirda strigtda strigula (Hodgson) 

Siva strigula Hodgson, 1837, Ind. Review 2: 89 — Nepal. 

Plate 17, fig, 4 (facing p. 208) 


F.B.I. 1: 313 

LOCAL name: Megblini (Lepcha). 

size: Sparrow + . 

field characters: Above, fprehead, crown, and nape bright 
orange-brown; a yellow ring round tlie eye; sides of head grey, 
mottled with whitish and du^. Rest of upper plumage slaty green. 
Tail chestnut-red and black, tipped with white. Wing-quills black 
and slatv grey, edged with orange and yellow and tipped with white. 
Below, bright yellow; throat paler and narrowly barred with black. 
A narrow black moustachial streak, and black patch on side of 
neck. Sexes alike. 

The slightly tufted orange-brown head, black moustachial streak, 
barred throat, white-tippra chestnut-and-black tail, white-tipped 
black wings, and yellow underparts, help diagnosis. 

STATUS and habitat: Fairly common between about 2500 and 
9000 ft with perhai^ a slight downward movement from the highest 
levels in winter (EHkehu, Singhik, Rinchinjpong, Kewzing, Gangtok, 
Chungthang, Lachung). Sch^er collected it at Changu, c. 12,5W ft. 
(Cbo La Range) on 11 February. Affects oak and rhododendron 
forest. 

distribution outside SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan. The species, in 
several races, extends from NW. Himalayas to Yunnan; Assam, 
Burma, Thailand, Malaya, Indochina. 

<;psnpiAL ifABiTs : Arppr^' Sociable. Small flpeks ip the mixed 
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itinerant bird associations, hunting eneigetically for insects among 
the canopy foliage of tali trees and shrubs in the manner erf tits, 
and fiowina from tree to tree. Berries are also eaten. Its most 
regular ana almost inseparable feeding companions in these mixed 
parties are Redtailed Minlas and Bluewinged Sivas. Hie flodcs 
kem up a constant chewing. In summer a distinctive three-noted 
calf pweei’^pweei-pweei is heard, the middle note higher pitched. 
It has also been rendered as toa-sweet-stmet. 

NESTING: Season — May-Tune. Nest — a small, deep, compact cup 
of moss and dead leaves, thickly lined with hair. Placed in a bush 
or sapling in evergreen forest Eggs — 2 or 3, deep blue or blue- 
green, li^tly spotted and frecklea with black or light red at the 
laiger end. Size about 21X16 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : The adjacent WeSt 
Himalayan race sindaemis (Kangra to Naini Tal) is paler, with the crown more 
lemon-rufous. The adjacent east Himalayan yuniianensis (Dafla, Miri, Mishmi 
Hills, etc.) is darker than strigula. 

Specimens collectcHl by the Sikkim Survey measure: 



Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

1 d 

70 

14 

25 

70 mm. 

1 V 

68 

13.5 

26 

67 mm. 

2 0? 

66-69 

13-14 

25.5-26 

65-66 mm. 


Twenty adult examples in the Schafer Sikkim collection give Wing 64 (9) to 
70 (c?) mm. 

Iris brown; hill horny brown, paler on lower mandible and tips of both 
mandibles; legs and feet gicyish brown; claws homy brown. 


THE NEPAL BLUEWINGED SIVA 

Minla eyemouroptera q^mwuroptera (Hodgson) 

Siixi cyanouroptera Hodgson, 1837, Ind. Review 2: 88 — Nepal. 


F.B.I. 1: 314 

LOCAL NAME: Megblim adum (Lepcha). 

SIZE : Sparrow. 

FIELD c:haracters; a slim, slightly tufted, greyish-looking bird 
with rufous back and white-tipped dark wings. TTie blue of head, 
wings and tail (very clear-cut, square-ended) is not noticeable except 
at close quarters or through binoculars. 

Above, top of head blue, streaked with whitish on forecrown; 
lores, round the eye and a broad streak behind eye white; ear-coverts 
and sides of neck vinous grey. Rest of upper parts bright yellowish 
brown (ochraceous). Tail blue and black, tipped with white. Closed 
wings cobalt blue and bluish grey, tipped with white. Below, pale 
greyish buff with a vinous tinge. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT; Generally distributed and quite common 
between aboirf lOQO ft. (Rangpo) and 7000 ft. elevation (above 
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Residency, Gangtok). Affects secondaxy growth and mixed deciduous 
and evei^een forest — of oak, Sdutm, etc. 

msTBiBUTioN oirrsiDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, Dafia, Mixi and 
Mishmi Hills. The species is found in the Assam hills south of the 
Brahmaputra, Manipur, Burma, Thailand, Malaya, Indochina. 

GENERAE HABTTS: Very similar to those of the foregoing species 
with which it commonly consorts in the large mixed hunting flocks 
of ‘tinies’. It is one of the most regular and abundant constituents 
of such flocks. 

NESTING : Season — May, June, July? Nest — a well made cup of 
dead leaves, moss, lichens, pliant twigs and tendrils, lined with nair 
or fine roots. Placed in a bush or sapling 4 or 5 ft. bp, well concealed 
by the undergrowth. Eggs — 2 to 4, deep blue with a few black 
spots and specks at the larger end. Size about 19x14 mm. 

BAciAL cHAHACT£Hi5?'ncs, MEAsuHEMENi's, ETC: Six specimens colJected by 
the Sikkim Survey mcasiure: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

4 9 9 60-a'5 14.5-16 21.5-23 60-65 mm. 

2 o? 63-65 14-15 22.5-23 65 min. 

Seven examples in tlie Schaicr Sikkim collection have Wing d 03, 63, (34, 
67; 9 60. 61. 61 mm. 

Iris greyish brown; bill yellowish flesh colour, brownish on culmen for about 
one-quarter length at tip; legs and feet brownish flesh colour; claws homy 
brown. 


THE WHITEBROWED, or HUME’S, STAPHIDA 

Yuhina castamceps rufigenis (Hume) 

Ixidus rufigenU Hume, J877, Strmj Feathers 5: 108-— Sikkim (Darjeeling). 

Plate 21, fig. 10 (facing p. 272) 


F.B.r. 1: 311 

LOCAL name: 

size: sparrow. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: Abovc, head (slightly crested) greyish brown 
or sooty brown with a narrow white supercilium from eye to ear- 
coverts and a rufou.s band above this. Rest of upper plumage 
olive-brown; head, mantle and back with grey striations (shaft- 
stripes). Ear-coverts and sides of neck dull chestnut. Closed wings 
and t^ dark olive-brown, the outer three or four pairs of tail 
feathers broadly tipped with white. Below, dull greyish white. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HARiTAT: Apparently not uncommon at moderate 
elevations — c. 2000 to 5000 ^) ft (Martam and elsewhere in the 
Teesta Valley). Affects secondary forest with .shrubby undergrowth. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Bhutan, Assam hills north and north- 
east of the Brahmaputra. Other races in the Naga Hills, Burma, 
Thailand, W. Yunnan. The species extends to Borneo. 
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GENERAL HABITS: Aiboreal. Keeps in flocks of as many as 20 or 
30 birds, often in the mixed hunting parties of *tinies*. The birds 
hunt feverishly among the foliage of lofty trees and shrubbery 
alike, and rapidly sweep on to the next tree in disorderly Tollow- 
my-leader' fashion. Their movements as they cling to the leaves 
and branches are reminiscent the tits, and the flocks keep up a 
comparatively loud cheepiM or twittering, like Yuhina tugrimenki, 
all me while. Food: chiefly insects, but also seeds. 

NESTING: Season — April to June. Nest — of soft shreds of grass 
and fibrous material stuffed into a natural hollow high up in a 
roadside cutting or steep earth bank, with a cup-like depression 
for the eggs. It is often concealed by overhanging grass or weeds. 
Eggs— 3 or 4, white with a very faint greenish or pinkish tinge, 
finmy blotchecl all over with vandyke brown or reddish brown, more 
densely at the broad end. Size about 17x14 mm. 

BAciAL ciiARACTERisTics, MEAS15REMENTS, ETC: A Specimen (9) coUectcd 
by tile Sikkim Snna'y measim^s : Wing 60; bill 10.5; tarsus 16.5; tail 53.5 mm. 

Tile Fauna gives the Wing c? 9 as 60-63 mm. 

Iri.s reddish brown; bill horny brown with a pinkish tinge; legs and feet 
brownish yellovv; claws horny brown. 


THE CHESTNUT-HEADED, or WHITENAPED, KULUS 
Yuhina bakeri Rothschild 

Yuhina bakeri Hotb.scliild, 1926, Novit. Zool, 33: 276 — ^Darjeeling. New 
name for Siva occipitalis Blyth, 1844, preoccupied, 

F.B.I, 1 : 321 

LOCAL NAMES: Tcmgyeng-pho or Tiiringing-pho (Lepeha). 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD characters: A perky hair-brown tit-like little bird with 
chestnut head and upstanaing crest, conspicuous blackish lores and 
a white nuchal paten. 

Above, forehead and crest rusty brown (ferruginous); a large white 
patch on nape; lores and round the eye dusky. Back olive-green, 
streaked with whitish on mantle; upper tail-coverts and tail fulvous 
brown. Below, chin and throat white; breast vinaceous, streaked 
with brown. Abdomen olivaceous; under tail-coverts ferruginous. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Apparently only at moderate elevations — 
about 2000 to 6000 ft. (Difcchu, Singhik, Chungthang, Gangtok). 
Affects secondary jungle by the side of mule tracks and along the 
edge of abandoned overgrown forest clearings etc. 

DISTRIBUTION ouTSniE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills nordi 
and south of Brahmaputra River; Manipur, N. Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS: Arboreal, sociable, tit-like and similar to the 
other yuhinas. Moves about in mixed flocks amongst tree-tops and 
bush^, feeding on insects and berries, 
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nesting: Season — May-June. Nest— either domed or cuj^shaped; 
of moss, leaves, bracken roots and tendrils, lined with fine fern- and 
moss-roots. Placed a few feet up in forest trees. Overhung with 
green moss, or in thickets of wild raspberries etc. Eg^s—S or 4, 
white, heavily blotched with reddish brown to deep umber brown. 
They are reminiscent of swallows' eggs. Size about 19X14 mm. 

HACiAL CHARACiERiSTfcs, MLASURKMENTS, ETC: The prominent white nuchal 
patch at once distinguishes this ixulus from all its near relations. 

Four specimens collected by the Sikkim Survey measure: 

Wing Bill Tarsi Ls Tail 

2 cTd 70 12-12.5 21.5-22 51-53 mm. 

2 9 9 66-68 11-13.5 20-23.5 46.5-48 mm. 

A Schafer skin from Sikkim (o?) has Wing 64 mm. 

Iris yellowish brown; bill horny brown; legs, feet and claws horny brown. 


THE YELLOWNAPED IXULUS 

Yuhina flavicollis flavicallis Hodgson 
Yuhina fiaoicollis Hodgson, 1836. Asiat. Bes, 19: 167 — Nepal (restricted 
to central Nepal, Ripley 1959, Synopsis). 

Plate 21, fig. 9 (facing p. 272) 


F.B.i. 1: 322 

LOCAL name: 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD characters: Brown-crested, tit-like, rather similar to the 
Chestnut-headed Ixulus but with no white patch on nape. A broad 
rusty yellow collar round hindneck; black lores and moustachial 
streak. Underside with a strong wash of yellow. The crest is 
freq^uently erected, highlighting the mousy grey nape and yellow 
hind-collar. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident between about 1000 and 9000 ft. 
elevation, even in winter; commonest between 2000 and 3000 ft. 
(Rangpo, Singtam, Temi, Gangtok, Chungthang, Lachen). Affects the 
same facies as the last. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Central and eastern Nepal, Bhutan. 
Other races rrolace it in the western Himalayas, and in the Assam 
hills east of Bhutan. The species extends through Assam, Manipur, 
N. Burma, N. Thailand to Yunnan and Indochina. 

GENERAL HABITS: Not appreciably different from other yuhinas 
and ixulus. The flock.s keep up a continuous murmuring twitter, 
punctuated by a harsh chi-cni-cmu like similar notes of the Quaker 
Babbler {Alcippe poioicephala) of peninsular India. Another call 
has been described as a querulous screech-screech followed by a 
pleasant waAle. Feeds in tit-like manner largely on wild raspberries 
[RtJbtis) and other small berries, particularly of a species of shrub like 
Trema (?) which are a favourite food also of many laughing thrushes. 

fOSSTisQ i Season — May-June. Nest and site similar to those of 



THE STRIFEDTHRO ATED YUHINA 


the Chestnut-headed Ixulus. Eggs also indistinguishable. Very 
slightly larger, about 20x15 nun. 

BACiAL CH\KACi'ERisTics, MEASUREMENTS, Eix; : The west HimaUyan race 
alhicollis (Kangra to W. Nepal) is paler and greyer with a white posterior 
border to the hind collar. The adjoining eastern race haileyi is darker than 
fiavicollis, not paler as stated in the original description (Stuart Baker, BtdL 
BrU. Om, Cl 1914. 35: 17). 

Specimens collected by, the Sikkim Survey measure: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

1 cT 66 13 19.5 48.5 mm. 

3 9 9 60-65 12-13 18.5-20.5 46-49 mm. 

A fine series of 19 adults in the Scliafer Sikkim collection give.s Wing 60 (9) 
to 66 (d) mm, (av. 62.8.) (Stresemann). 

Iris brown or hazel-brown; a fine ring of minute white feathers round eye; 
bill horny brown, paler on lower mandible; Ictgs and feet yellowish flesh colour; 
claws brownish flesh. 


THE STRIPEDTHROATED YUHINA 

Yuhina gularis gularis Hodgson 

Yuhina ^ularis Hodgson, 1836, Asiai. Res. 19: 166-— Nepal. 

Plate 21, fig. 4 (facing p. 272) 


F,B.i. 1 : 317 

LOCAL name: Fugi-pho (Lepoha). 

SIZE : Sparrow. 

FIELD CTiARACTERS: A small, activc, brown-crested, tit-like bird, 
reminiscent also of a miniature bulbul, with soft biiffy pink coloured 
breast, working through tree-tops in partie^s. 

Above, for^ead and crest rich hair brown. Rest of upper plumage 
olive-brown, fulvous on mmp and upper tail-coverts. Closw wings 
edged with orang^e-brown. Lores, cheeks and ear-coverts grey. 
BeZotP, chin and throat pale vinous, streaked black; breast rufescent; 
rest of underparts dull orange-brown. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT; Fairly common between about 6000 and 
13,000 ft. elevation (Kewzing, Gangtok, Manshitang, Lachung, Lachen, 
Thanffu). Affects oak, rhododendron and mixed conifer forest, and 
shnibbery. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Gorhwal, Kumaon, Nepal, Bhutan, 
Assam hills north of Brahmaputra River. Another race in Assam hills 
south of l^e Brahmaputra, Manipur, Upper Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS : Arboreal. Parties, commonly in association with 
Yuhirm flavicdllis and Y. occipitciis and other small babblers and 
'tinies\ hunt energetically in the foliage canopy of tall trees and 
shrubs. Food: insects and berries. A constant conversational twitter 
is up whilst feeding, and it has also a curious long drawn-out 
call kweeee. 

nesting: Setwen— April to July. Ne#— not well audienticated. 
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Described variously as a massive globular structure of moss, and as a 
fragile-looking cradle of roots etc., placed in the fork of a tree or 
between rocks. Egg» — 4, dingy grey-green^ speckled freely with 
dark reddish brown, the markings co^escing at the larger end into 
a ring or cap. Size about 17 X 13 mm. 

RACIAL CMARACTEHISIICS, MEIASUREMENTS, ETC : Differs frOMl 

ocdpitalis in having tho throat black-streaked, and no orange-rufous ring round 
the occiput (=:bat‘k of the head). 

Three specimens collected l)y the Sikkim Survey’ measure: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

1 c? 75 16.5 22.5 61 mm. 

2 o? 72-75 16-17.5 21-23 55-58 mm. 

Twelve examples in the Schafer Sikkim collection, measured by Stresemann, 

give Wing 71 ( 9 ) to 78 mm. (av. 14.5). Against this the Fauna gives for 
d 9 '68-72* mm. 

Iris reddish brown: bill: upper mandible homy brown, lower paler witli 
orange tinge; legs and feet orange-brown; claws horny brown. 


THE SLATYHEADED, or RUFOIJSVENTED, YUHINA 

Yuhina occipitalis ocdpitalis Hodgson 
Yuhim occipitalis Hodgson, 1836, Asiat, Res. 19: 166 — Nepal. 

F.B.I. 1: 319 

ixx:al name: Turinging-pho (Le[>cha). 

size: Sparrow—. 

FiEin CHARACTERS : All activc, brown, tit-like bird with slaty crest, 
a white ring round eye, a black moustacliial streak, pale chestnut 
nape and bright chestnut under tail-coverts. Parties in tree-tops. 

AbcwCy forehead, crest and ear-coverts slate-grey with whitish 
streaks. Hind part of crest, and naw pale chestnut. Best of upper 
parts rufous-brown. Below, chin, rtroat, breast and sides of neck 
vinous; rest of imderparts pale rusty, deepening to bright chestnut 
on vent and under tail-coverts. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Mofc or Icss ooincideiit with that of the 
Stripedthmated Yuhina, between about 6000 and 13,000 ft elevation 
(Gangtok, Chungdiang, Lachen, TTiangu). Affecting identical facies. 

DISTRIBUTION ouTsmE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, Chumbi Valley (S. 
Tibet). The species extends to NW. Yunnan. 

GENERAL HABITS : Very Similar to the Stripedthroated Yuhina with 
which, and with other small timaliids, it commonly associates in mix^ 
flocks. Hunts insects in canopy foliage as well as on moss-covered 
tree-trunks and branches, and in bushes. Also feeds largely from 
rhododendron blossoms (nectar ?). Tlie members maintain contact 
with one another by churring conversational notes. It has a distinctive 
pleasing song' besides. 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim or elsewhere. 
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AACiAi, CKAKACiEiitsTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC; The Fauxia gives the 
measurements as : cf 9 Wing 59-62; bill 11-12; tarsus c. 18; tail c. 50 mm. 

Three adult specimens collected by Schiifer in Sikkim (sex ?) have Wing 65, 
66, 66 mm. 

Iris red*:brown; bill reddish brown; legs and feet orange-butf; claws homy 
brown. 


THE BLACKCHINNED YUHINA 

Yuhina nigrimenta nigrimenta Hodgson 
Yuhiiui nigrimenta llodgsun 1845, in Blyth, Jour. Asxai. Soc. Bengal 
14: 562 — Nepal. 


F.B.i. 1: 320 

LOCAL name: Turinging-pho (LejTcha). 

SIZE: Sparrow^ (about Muiiia). 

FIELD ciiAKACTERs : A rcstless, dainty little greyish brown bird with 
black and grey crest and face, and black-and-red bill Flocks in 
trees and bushes. 

Above, forehead and crest black with scale-like grey edging to the 
feathers; nai>e and sides of head grey; lores black. Back and rest of 
upper plumage greyish olive-browai. Below, chin black; throat white; 
rest of undeqaarts pale fulvous. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Found at fairly low elevations, between 
about 1200 and 3000 ft. (Rangi^o, Singtam, Dikehu and elsewhere in 
the Teesta Valley). Afters secondary jungle, and is partial to over- 
grown cultivation clearings. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : From Garhwal and Naini Tal east- 
ward : Nepal, Bhutan, Assam liills north and south of die 
Brahmaputra; Manii>ur. The species extends through N. Burma to 
Yunnan, Indochina and S, China. 

GENERAL HABITS: Arboreal and sociable. In restless flocks, by 
themselves or mixed with other ‘tiiiies’, hunting tit-like for insects in 
the foliage canopy of tall trees or low shrubs with feverish energy, 
and rapidly ‘flowing’ or sweeping on from tree to tree. The birds 
keep up a lively chorus of low cheeping twitters the while. 

nesting: Season — April to June (July?). Nest — a comparatively 
massive, compact little cradle or hammock of scraps of dead moss 
and moss-roots bound with cobwebs, slung between lichens growing 
on a low branch. It is lined with fine soft grass. Eggs— 3 or 4, 
normally pale sea-green, profusely spotted all over with pale brown 
blotches and finer speckles. The markings are dense at the larger 
end where they tend to form a broad ring. Size about 17 X 13 mm. 

lUciAt CHAHACrEHtKTics, MEASUKEMENTS, ETC : Tile unstreakcd white 
throat, and black chin and lores, distinguish this species from the odier small 
crested babblers of the genus. 
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lliree specinien!i collected in Sikkim measure; 

Wing liill Tarsus Tail 

Id 58 13 16.5 38 mm. 

3 9 $ 54.5-55.5 13-14 16 36-36.5 mm. 

Iris brown; bill : upper mandible homy brown, lower coral red with brownish 
tip; mouth bright orange-red; legs and feet yellowish brown; claws pale 
homy brown. 


THE WHITEBELLIED ERPORNIS 

Ytihina zanthoieuca zmithdeuca (Hodgson) 

Erpornis zanthoieuca Hodgsou, 1844, Jour. Aiiat. Soc. Bengal 13: 380 — 
central region of Nepal. 


F.B.I. 1: 325 

LOCAL NAME: Dung-pu-pho (Lepcha). 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHABAcrESts : A partially tufted, plain-looking babbler, 
greenish yellow above, greyish white below, with ashy white ear- 
coverts and bright yellow under tail-co\'erts. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Met with by me only at Rangpo (c. 1200 ft.), 
Singtam (c. 1800 ft), Kewzing (c. 5000 ft.) and below Lachen (c. 
7500 ft). According to Stevens ‘it occurs up to an elevation of 3300 ft. 
in the Teesta Valley’! In Nepal, both Dr Dillon Ripley and 
Mrs Desiree Proud found it between 6000 and 7000 ft. in autumn and 
spring, as well as in winter. Affects secondary evergreen jungle. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills north 
and south trf the Brahmaputra; Manipur, Burma, Tenasserim. The 
species extends to Malaya, Indonesia, Indochina, Formosa, Hainan. 

GENERAL HABITS: Not markedly different from the other members 
of tile genus described. Keeps in pairs or small parties asually mixed 
up in the restless assemblages cJ small babblers, nuthatches, fly- 
catchers and waiblers, feeding in a tit-like manner amongst leafy 
treetops or in shrubbery, and ‘flowing’ on with them rapidly from 
tree to tree. Unobtrusive and .silent Its call is unrecordra. 

NESTING: Season — April, May, June (?). Nest — a little cradle or 
hammock of fine fibres, moss, fern-roots, etc., lined with black root- 
hairs. Slung between small horizontal twigs in a bush or sapling, 2 to 
4 ft up. Eggs — 2 (Mr 3, china-white, scantily freckled and finely 

blotched with pale pinkish red. Size about 17 X 13 mm. 

% 

RACIAL CMARACTERISTIC.S, MEAi!.UREMENTS, ETC: The Fuuna givCS the 

measurements as : J 9 Wing 63-70; bill 10-10.5; tarsus c. 16; tail c, 45 mm. 
In two recently collected specimens of this race the bill from forehead measures 
c. 15 mm.; tarsu.s c. 19 mm.; these figures seem more accurate. 

Iris brown; bill; upper mandible brown, lower mandible whitish grey; legs 
and feet whitish grey. (Ripley.) 
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THE GOLDENBREASTED BABBLER 


Alcippe chrysotis chrysoUs (Blytii) 

Proparus chrysotU BJyth, 1844, Jour. Astot. Soc. Bengal 18: 938 — Hitnnlayas 

(= Nepal). 

Plate 21, fig. 5 (facing p, 272) 


F.B.I. 1: 293 


LOCAL name: Prong-samyer-pho (Lepcha). 

SIZE: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHARACTEBs: A .Small tit-like babbler: ashy olive and olive- 
green above; bright orange-yellow below, with chin and throat silvery 
ash-brown. Forehead, crown, and nape blacld.sh ashy. Ear-coverts, 
cheeks and a ring round the eye silvery white. A whiti.sh bar in the 
dark wings. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: According to Stevens, widely distrib^d 
between about &500 and 10,000 ft, but not common. Schafer obtained 
.specimens at between 6000 and 7000 ft (Gangtr^, Penlom La, MansU- 

a Affects dense growth on .steep hillsides; partial to thidc 
00 patches. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills north 
and south of Brahmaputra River; Manipur. Other races in Burma, 
Tonkin. 

GENERAL HABITS : Flocks of 20 to 30 or more, sometimes intermixed 
with other small babblers, forage through low bushes and bambcw 
scrub, and quickly ‘flow’ on. The actions and behaviour when feed- 
ing are rather tit-like, and also do not differ appreciably from those 
of the Sikkim Fulvetta (p. 209). The call notes and song are 
undescribed. Food: insects and small seeds. 

NESTDiG: Not recorded in Sikkim, and apparently seldom else- 
where. Near Darjeeling, May and June are said to be the brwding 
months. Nest — an upright egg-shapw structure of dry bamboo leaves 
and coarse grass, lined with finer grass and moss roots, with a lateral 
entrance hofo. Built in a bamboo clump a few feet above the ground. 

Eggs 3 or 4, pinky white, speckled and^.six)tted with brownish red, 

more densely at the broad end. Size about 16x13 mm. 

racial characteristics, .mlasuhemeni-s, etc: C^r Wiiip W-54; bill c. 


8 ; 


tarsus c. 23; tail c. 50 mm. (Fauna). 

Seven .specimens collected in Sikkim by Schafer (6 '?) have Winp 5 -o mm. 


(av. 52.6). 

Iris brown: bill plumbeoas, paler below; legs and fc(<t fleshy. 
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THE DUSKY GREEN, or YELLOWTHROATED, BABBLER 

Alcippe cinerea (Blyth) 

Minki cinerea Blytli, 1847, Jour. Askit. Sac, Bengal 16: 449 — ^Darjeeling. ' 


F.B.I. 1: 287 

LOCAL name: 

size: Sparrow 

FIELD CHARACTERS *. AbovCy yellowisli green (fading to ‘dusky’ green 
in museum sj^ecimens, whence the name); feathers of crown and 
nape margined with black. Below, yellow; olivaceous on sides of 
neck, breast and abdomen. 

A black streak through the eye, a conspicuous yellow supercilium 
above it from bill to nape, and a broad black band from forehead to 
nape above the supercilium, are diagnostic points. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Locolly distributed ‘at elevations probably 
not exceeding 4000 ft. in the hot, moist valleys’ (Stevens). Schafer 
obtained a specimen at Manshitang, c. 5850 ft. 

DiSTRiBcrnoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, Assam north and 
south of the Brahmaputra. 

GENERAL HABITS: Very similar to Alcippe n. nipalensis and the 
other sm^l babblers with which it habitually associates in restless 
hunting parties. 

NESTING: Season — May and June. Nest — a deep cup, sometimes 
domed, of bamboo leaves and fern fronds, usually lined With moss- 
or fern-roots etc. Eggs — 4, variable. The commonest type is buff 
stippled with reddish brown, densely at the broad end where the 
spots often coalesce to form a ring. Size about 19x15 mm. 

RACIAL CHAUACTEUISTICS, MEASOREMLN I S, ETC; cf 9 Wuig 53-58; bill C. 10, 
tarsus c. 2-3; tail 42-44 mm. (Fauna). Schafei's specimen (9) has Wing 56 mm. 

Iris brown or reddish brown, bill dark horny brown, paler (bluish white) 
on lower mandible; legs and leet pale yellowivsh honi. 


THE CHESTNUT-HEADED BABBLER 

Alcippe castaneceps castaneceps (Hodgson) 

MinUi cafftaneceps HfxJgson 1837, Ind. Review 2: 33 — Nepal (restricted 
to Cliandragiri Pass, central Nepal, by Ripley 1950, Jour. Bombay Nat Hist, 

Hoc. 49: 397). 

Plate 21, fig. 11 (facing p. 272) 


F.B.I. 1: 288 

LOCAL NAME: 

SIZE; Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : Ahove, olive-green tinged vrith fulvous. Fore- 
head, crown and nape chestnut-brovvm; forehead streaked with white, 
crown and nape with pale rufous. A broad white supercilium. A 
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vinous brown; abdomen, flanks and under tail-coverts pale fulvous. 
A very broad white supercilium to the nape, bordered above by a 
dull black band reaching beyond the nape. Cheeks and ear-coverts 
vinaceous brown. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Common to very common at high 
elevations, between about 7000 and 12,000 ft., even in winter 
(Kewzing, Lachen, Lachung, Zemu, Phalut, Singalila Ridge). Affects 
low scrub growth of rhododendron, Berheris, juniper, etc. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE siKKTM : Nepal; Chumbi Valley, S. Tibet; 
Bhutan and Assam hills north of Brahmaputra River. Other races 
in tlie western Himalayas, Assam hills south of the Brahmaputra, 
Manipur, N. Burma, Indochina. 

GENERAL HABITS: Keeps in active i>arties and flocks; usually tame 
and confiding. Prefea's low bushes to trees. The birds incessantly 
utter a soft, high-pitched, meiTy, chittering chip, chip, wliich first 
betrays their presence. Said to have ‘a sweet, gentle, httle song' in 
the breeding season. Ac‘tions when feeding rather tit-Uke, often 
hanging upside down on twigs and peering and peeking under leaves, 
the flocks ‘flowing' on from bush to bush, Food: small seeds and 
insects. 

Was observed as one of the commonest birds at Lachung in 
winter, hunting complacently even mnoiig bushes partially buried 
under heavy snow. 

nesting: Season — May -June. Nest — a deep ccmpact cup of grass, 
moss and roots, lined witli hair. Built between stems of ringal 
bamboo or in a bus-h, about 2 ft from the ground. Eggs — 3, deep 
soft grey-blue, sparsely blotched witli black or rarely witli freckles 
of reddish brown, at the larger end. Size about 19 X 14 mm, 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: : Churnbietim differs from the 
adjoining nominate race (vinipcctus) ol the western Himalayas in being much 
darker, witli pronounced dusky streaking on tlie throat. 

Six specimens collected by the Sikkim Survey ineasiue: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

2 dd 62 10-11 2.3.5-24 55 mm. 

4 9 V 58-60 9.5-10.5 23-24.5 51.5-54 mm. 

Twenty specimens in tiic Schiiler Sikkim collection (d?) have Wing 56-62 
mm. (av. 58.1 ). One other has an exc'eiitionally large wing, 64 mm. (Stresemann). 

Iris creamy white, biscuit colour, or brown; bill horny brown, flesh colour 
at base of lower mandible; legs, feet and claws horny brown. 
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THE NEPAL WHITE-EYED QUAKER BABBLER 

Alcippe nipalensis nipalensis (Hodgson) 

Sica nipalensis Hodgson, 1837, bid. Heview 2: 89— Nepal. 

Plate 21, fig. 8 (facing p. 272) 

F.B.L 1: 275 

LOCAL NAME: 

SIZE: Sparrow. 

FIELD CHABACTESS : Fulvou.s brown above; pale buff below, whitish 
on chin and belly. Head and neck mle brownish ashy. The 
conspicuous ring of white feathers round eye, and blackish super- 
cilium from eye to nape, are diagnostic. Sexes alike. 

•STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common between about 2000 and 
7000 ft. (Martam, Singhik, Penlom La, Gangtok). Affects moist forest 
witli thick scrub undeigrowth. 

DisTSiBUTioN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Eastern Nepal. Bhutan, Assam 
north and south of Brahmaputra River; Chittagong Hill Tracts; Burma. 
The species extends through Thailand, Malaya, Yunnan, Indochina. 
Also Hainan, Formo.sa, etc. 

GENERAL HABITS : Keeps in active, restless flocks working feverishly 
through undergrowth and foliage canopy of trees, clinging sideways 
and upside down on twigs, ana fluttering momentarily in the air in 
front of :n>rigs like a flycatcher or leaf warbler. The next instant 
the flock has swept on in disorderly follow-my-leader fashion to the 
next tree! These itinerant flocks are often mixed with other small 
babblers. Whilst foraging the birds keep up a constant twittering — 
‘a shrill whinnying note’ according to Stanford. Food: mainly tiny 
insects. 

NESTING : Season — April to June. Nest — cup-shaped, fairly 
compact, of bamboo leaves and coarse grass, bound with cobwebs 
and lin^ with fine roots, moss, etc. Eggs— 3 or 4, ve^ variable: 
white, cream or pale pink, .speckled, blotched and smeared with lilac- 
purple, brick-red or purple-red, and sometimes with a few twisted 
lines. Size about 19 X 14 mm. 

racial characteristics, MEASOREMFNT.S, ETC; Two specimetts collected by 
the Sikkim Survey measure: 


Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

61 

13.5 

22 

59 nun. 

60 

12 

22 

57 mm. 


Three examples (sex ?) in the Schafer collection have Wing 58, 59, 80 mm. 
(Stresemann). 

Iris brown; bill grevi.sh horn, brown on basal two-tliirds of upper mandible; 
legs, feet and claws plumbeous horny brown. 
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THE SIKKIM CHESTNUTRUMPED SIBU 

Heterophaaia annecteiis anmctem (Blyth) 

Leivptiia antiectans [wc] Blyth, 1847, Jour, Asiat. Sue, Bengal 16: 450 — 

Daijceling. 

Plate 17, fig. 8 (facing p. 208) 


F.B.I. 1: 300 

LOCAL NAME: Rubnuii-plio (Leixjlia). 
size: Bulbul—. 

FIELD characters: Above, including top and sides of head and 
ear-coverts, black. Hindneck boldly white-streaked. Middle of 
back, rump and upper tail-coverts chestnut-red. Scapulars pale 
rufous. Some bluish white and chestnut on the black wing quills. 
Tail black, graduated, with the feathers broadly tipped wliite and 
faintly cross-rayed. Belcnv, chin, breast and belly wliite; flanks, 
vent and under tail-coverts fulvous. Sexes aUke. 

status and habitat: Rare. Presumably resident between 2000 ft. 
(as in Bhutan) and 6000 ft. elevation. Affects tree forest with rnoss- 
and lichen-covered trunks and boughs. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Bhutan, Assam hills north and 
south of Brahmaputra River; Manipur, Bunna, Shan States. The 
species extends to Thailand, N. Tonkin, S. Yunnan. 

GENERAL HABITS: Arboreal. Small parties keep to the canopy 
foliage in tall trees. The birds creep along the branches or clamber 
on the trunks like a nuthatch, occasionally head downwards, search- 
ing cTCvices of the bark and under the moss and lichens for insect 
food. The call note has been described as a clear single whistle, 
nesting: Not specifically recorded in Sikkim. Season — May-June. 
Nest — a neat, compact cup of moss and leaves lined with root fibres. 
Placed 8 to 20 ft. up in the fork of an outhanging branoh. Eggs — 2 
or 3, variable. Commonest type pale bluish or greenish grey, blotched 
and smeared witli reddish Drown, with spots and short wavy lines 
here and there, and secondary smudges of pale lavender or pale 
brown. Size about 22x16 mm. 

KACiAL cHA!iACTEKiSTit:s, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The Fauoa givcs the 
inc-asurements as; d V Wing 75-80; bill 15-10; tarsm c. 24; tail 85-87 mm. 
Iris la’ownisli; bill black yellow at base oi lower mandible; tarsus and toes 
wax yellow; claws brownish. 
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THE BLACKHEADED SIBIA 

Heterophasia capistraia bayleyi (Kinnear) 

Leioptila capistrnta bayleyi Kinnear, 1939, Ibis: 752 — Taktoo, near Sakdan, 

E. Bhutan. 

F.B.I. 1: 296 

LOCAL names: Sambriak-pho (Lepcha); Sesigona (Bhutia); Sibya 
(Nepali), 

size; BulbulH", witli pram>rtionately long tail 

FIELD CHAKACTERS : A handsome, black-crested, rufous, bulbul-like 
bird, with a conspicuous white patch in (he black wings in flight. 
Above and below bright rufous with only the upper back (‘sadfie") 
greyish brown. Wliole head, including a full crest and sides or 
neck, glossy black. Edges of closed wings bluish grey; a white patch 
near shoulder. Tail rufous and black, tipped wifli bluish grey; tips 
of the central mir of rectrices broad and mth a black subterminal 
band. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Resident. Common between about 2000 and 
9000 ft. elevation (Martam, Kewzing, Temi, Gangtok, Chungthang, 
Lachen, Mansliitang, etc.) with considerable altitudinal movement 
seasonally. Affects tall forest, and dense secondary growth. 

DisTMBUTioN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Easteni Nepal, Bhutan, Assam 
hills north of Brahmaputra River. Other races in central Nepal and 
western Himalayas. 

GENERAL HABITS: Stiictly arboreal. Small noisy flocks in winter; 
pairs in summer. Commonly amongst the mixea itinerant himting 
parties. Very active and lively. Hunts in the foliage canopy and 
on moss covered tree-tnmks with tit-like acrobatics, hanging upside 
down on sprigs to peer under the leaves and in crevices. Sometimes 
flies out to catch an inseert on the wing. Berries and seeds are also 
eaten. A regular visitor to Salmcdia {^Bombax) and rhododendron 
flowers for insects and nectar. Hops swiftly from branch to branch 
like a laughing thrush or scimitar babbler. Flight like tree pie's, 
from tree-top to tree-top; also reminiscent of the minivet's. Has a 
clear, rather mournful whistling song tee-riri-reeri-reeri^ like the 
jingling of a tiny silver bell, rei>eated. every half minute or so. In the 
distance this sometimes saunas like the strident 'music' of a laige 
cicada. 

NESTING : Season — April to July, l^est — a deep cup of moss, grass 
and roots in a high busn or small tree, 8 to 20 ft. up. Eggs — 2 or 3, 
pale bluish grey, clouded, spotted and lined with various shades of 
brown. Size about 25x19 mm. 

KACiAi. ciiARACTKRiSTics. MKAsuREMK>rrs, ETC: The adjoining Nepal race 
nigriceps is paler and more cinnamon cH>loured, witli a suffusion of olive 
(instead of clove) in the greyish brown saddle. Tim west Himalayan race, 
capistrata, is the palest and largest of the three. 

Three spcKiimens collocteil bv the Sikkim Survey measure; 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

22-22.5 30-30.5 102.5-103.5 mm. 

21 27.5 97,5 mm. 


2 c?d 
1 9 


92 
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MUSCICAPIDAE 


Twenty adults in the Schafer Sikkim collection have Wing 89 (9) to 101 (d) 
against die Faumi's ‘91-96’ mm. (Stresemann). 

Iris brown; bill black: legs and feet brownish flesh colour; claws homy 
brown. 


THE LONGTAILED SIBIA 

Heteropheufia jAcaoides picavides (Hodgson) 

Sibia picaoides Hodgson, 1839, Jour. Asiai. Soc. Bengal 8: 38 — Nepal. 

r.B.i. 1 : 295 

LOCAL name: Matcheo-pho (Lepcha). 

SIZE: Bulbul, with a long tail, 

FIELD CHARACTERS : A long-toiled greyish brown bulbul-like bird 
with black forehead, a white patch on the wings, and white-tipped 

f raduated tail. Above, deep slaty brown. Below, ashy grey; slaty 
rown on throat and breast, whitish on abdomen. Sexes alike. 
STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident at fairly low elevations, from the 
base of the hills to about 3000 ft. where Stevens found it breeding. 
The Survey only came across it at Rangpo and Singtam, between 
1200 and 1800 ft. Frequents rather open scrub forest interspersed 
with laige trees such as Salmalia (^Boinbax). 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Eastem Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills 
north of the Brahmaputra. Other races in Burma, Thailand, Indo- 
china, Malaya, Indonesia. 

GENERAL HABITS: Arboreal. In small parties or flocks of up to 
20. Very partial to the large red flowers of the Silk Cotton tree 
(Salmdlia), feeding on the nectar in company with such habitues as 
Haircrest^ Drongos and Black Bulbuls. Also eats insects, flower- 
buds and seeds. A rich whistling call of thrush quality is constantly 
uttered. It consists of six notes ending wheet-wheetv, recalling in 
cadence the song of the Quaker Babbler {Alcippe poioicephala), but 
much louder. While the birds hop among the branches the long 
tail is frequently swung about and cocked over the back as in the 
Himalayan Tree Pie. 

NESTING : Stevens took nests in the Rungbong Valley at c. 3000 ft. 
elevation. Season — April to June. Nesf — a cup of green and brown 
moss lined with moss roots. Placed among tufts of needles high 
up in Chir pines, and almost invisible from below. Eggs — 5 (?), pale 
CTey-green, finely marked all over with .small blotches of light reddish 
brown, more denselv at the broad end. Some eggs are ei^^ristic, 
i.e. pale pinkish white marked with pale red instead of reddish 
brown. Size about 25 X 18 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC.’: c? 9 Wing 120-125; bill 

c, 24; c. 30; tail 210-220 mm. 

Iris red or crimson, occasionally brown: bill black or homy black; legs dusky 
grey; claws horny brown. (Stuart Baker.) 
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Subfamily Sylvhnae: Warblers 

THE SLATYBELLIED WREN* 

Tesia cyaniventer Hodgson 

Tesia cyaniventer Hodgson, 1837, Jour. Aaiat. Soc. Bengal 6: 101 — Nepal 

F.B.I. 1: 463 

LOCAL names: Tisi (Nepali); Samtit-tammong (Leycha). 

SIZE: Sparrow—. Same as the Brown Wren (d. 157). 

FIEI.D CHARACTERS: At first glimpse a tiny, plump, tailless, dark 
grey wren. Two distinct forms (or species ?) : 

(a) olivea: Above, forehead, crown mid nape glistening golden 
olive; lores, and a broad stripe from eye to nape black; back, edges 
to wings, upper tail-cov^erts and tail olive-green. Below, sides of 
head and underparts slate-blue. Sexes alike. 

(b) cyaniventer: Ahotye, head olive-green concoloroiis with rest 
of upper parts. A diffuse yellowish supercilium above the black 
post-orbital streak. Below, ashy suffused with white. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common. There is suggestive evi- 
dence from the adjoining Bhutan area that (a) and (b) may be 
altitudinal fonns, the darker (olivea) breeding up to about 6000 ft., 
and the paler (cyaniventer) higher up — a case parallel with that of 
the Brown and Scalybreasted Wrens (Microura). Proof in the shape 
of actually breeding birds is not yet available. All the thi*ee exampl^ 
obtained by the Sikkim Survey were at c, 1000 ft. elevation (Rangpo, 
Singtam) in I>ecember, and belong to the paler form cyaniventer, 
presumably a winter visitor from the higher altitudes. I have examined 
a cT of the dark, golden headed olivea taken in January between 
Rorathang and Rough', in the Chicago Museum of Natural History. 

Affects tangled humid undergrowth of ferns, weeds and nettles 
in forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Garhwal (?), Nepal, Assam hills 
north and south of Brahmaputra River; Naga Hills, Manipur, Burma, 
N. Tliailand, N. Yunnan, Indochina, S. China. The species extends 
to Java. 

GENERAL HABITS : Very similar to those of the Brown Wren (p. 157). 
Keeps singly on or near the ground, skulking amongst the rank 
herbage. Prances ceaselessly among fern and weed stalks, now 
clambering up one, now hopping to the next and back again, now 
up and down the same stem like some clockwork toy, but all so 
lightly that hardly a leaf stirs to mark its position. Usually a fairly 
loud chirik’Chink gives the only indication of its presence. This is 
apparently not so much an alarm call as merely a sign of awareness 
of an intruders proximity, and (rf its own extreme inquisitiveness. 
Has a lively wren-like song, described as a clear, rippling, whistling 
pip-pipi-pip-pipeti-^pip, 

NESTING: Season — chiefly May to June. Nest — ^a ball of vivid 
green moss, compactly lined with fine moss roots. Placed about a 

Preferably 'Slatybellied Ground Warbler as ‘Wi-en’ is a misnomer. 
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foot frcMH the ground in low brushwood or among boulders on a 
stew bank, hidden in moss and weeds. Eggs — usually 4, pale pink 
profusely and densely stippled with bright brick-red, with variatioins. 
Size about 18x13 mm. 


RACIAX. CHARACimUSTIC.S, 


mens measure: 

Wing Bill 

Id 50 14.5 

1 9 49 13 

1 o? 51 14 


Iris brown; upper mandible blackish 
with homy brown tip; legs, feet and ( 
tinge. 


TS, ETC: The Sikkim Survey speci- 

Tarsiis Tail 

24 19 nun. 

23 19.5 mm. 

24 17 mm. 

brown, lower yellow to deep orange 
laws brownish flesh with slight olive 


THE CHESTNUT-HEADED WREN 

Testa castaneocoronata <mianeo€oronata (Burton) 
Sylvia? castaneocoronata Burton, 1836, Proc. Zoo}. Soc. London: 
152 — Himalayas ( = Nepal) . 

Plate 18, fig. 3 (facing p. 209) 


F.B.i. 1: 465 

LOCAL names: Tisi (Nepali); Samtit-pho (Lepcha). 

size: Sparrow—. Same as the Brown and Slatybellie^d Wrens. 

FIELD characters : A tiny, tailless, bright coloured wren. Above, 
forehead, crown, and naj^ bright chestnut. Rest of upper plumage 
including wings and diminutive tail dark olive-green. Below, bright 
yellow. Sexes alike. 

status and habitat : Not common, but found from low elevation.s 
(Bangpo, Singtam, Singhik, Lingtam) up to 10,000 ft. or more accord- 
ing to Blanford, with perhaps some seasonal altitudinal movement. 
In Bhutan, Ludlow frequendy met with it at 10,000 to 11,000 ft. 
A specimen was collected bv Polunin at 13,000 ft. in central Nepal 
in August/September {JBNHS 52:890). Affects similar facies to the 
Slatybellied Wren— dense, low brushwood and netdes etc. in humid 
forest, especially in ravines and bordering streams. 

distribution outside SIKKIM : The Himalayas from Kulu eastward, 
including the Assam hills north and south of Brahmaputra River. 
Burma, Yunnan, The species extends to Tonkin. 

GENERAL HABITS: Restless, skulking — similar to the Slatybellied 
Wren, though perhaps oftener seen hopping among weed stems and 
seedlings a foot or two above ground, and on rocks in fem-scrub 
and brushwood. In addition to the inquisitive, chattering, >vren-like 
chiruk-chiruk, it is described as having a loud and piercing se^hseek 
note (Whisder), a single distinctive alarm note wee repeated at 
intervals of several seconds (Ripley), and a shrill call of four notes 
resembling that of the Greyheaded Rycatcher, Cidicioapa ceylonensk, 
uttered at intervals (Qsmaston) — none of which I have heard. 
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NESTING: Season — May to July. Nest (a ball of moss), and e^gs, 
in size and colour, indistinguishable from those of the Slatybellied 
Wren. A cuckooes egg was taken from a nest at Tonglu (10,000 ft.^ 
Dai^eelmg Dist.) by Mr C. M. Inglis. 

KAGZAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The distinctive juvenile is 
not described in the Fauna. It is Mark olive-green with a brownish tint above, 
and chestnut below* (lhi$t 19S7: 261). 

Two specimens collected by the Sikkim Survey (?, o?) measure: Wing 
48-49, bill 11; tarsus 21-22; tail 21.5-22 mm. 

Eleven Sikkim specimens collected by Stevens, now in the Chicago Museum of 
Natural History, have Wing 5 cT d' 48-50 (av. 49); 0 9 $ 45-50 (av. 47) mm. 

Iris brown; upper mandible homy brown, lower yellowish with brownish 
tip; legs, feet and claws brownish flesh witli an olive tinge. 


THE RUFOUSCAPPED BUSH WARBLER 

Ceitia hrunnifrom brunnifrons (Hodgsan) 

Frinia brumiifrom Hodgson, 1845, Proc. Zool. Sac. London: 29 — Nepal. 


F.B.i. 2: 512 

LOCAL NAME: Lik-lik-pho (Lepcha). 

size: Sparrow—. 

FiEi-D CHARACTERS: Above^ forchcad, crown, and nape chestnut- 
brown .shading to rufous olive-brown on rest of uj^r plumage 
including exposed portions of wings and tail. A mle buff supercilium. 
Lores and a line behind eye blacldsh. Below, chin, throat and breast 
grey. Flanks darker grey, shading into ochraceous on thighs and 
under tail -coverts. Centre of brea.st and abdomen white. Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Common resident. Breeding at c. 10,000- 
12,000 ft. (Laduing, Singalila Ridge); descending to c. 3500 ft. or 
lower in winter. Schafer collected specimens in October, November, 
February, March and July between c. 5000 and 13,500 ft. (Chungthang, 
Gangtok, Lachen, Lachung, Thangu, Changu). 

In Bhutan, Ludlow found it Very common indeed' between 9000 
and 13,000 ft. in summer, and collected several juveniles, July to 
September. 

Affects bamboo clumps, rhododendron scrub, and bramble and 
grass thickets in forest clearings. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal to Bhutan and Assam. The 
adjoining western Himalayas, from Garhwal to the Pir Panjal Range, 
are occupied by the paler and brighter race whistleri. Eastward, the 
species stretches into Yunnan. 

GKNEKAi. HABITS : Like its congeners, a great skulker. The alarm 
note is described as a shrill |>iercing whistle. Another call which is 
constantly repeated "consists of ordinary chirping notes, followed by 
a curious gating mouse-like sound, twice repeated and of a 
ventriloquistic nature' (Osmaston), 
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nesting: Season — May-June. Nest — a domed oval of moss, dry 
grass and bamboo leaves scantily lined with fine grass and feathers, 
and with a circular opening near the top. Placed low down in 
thick bushes c. 2 ft. from the ground. Eggs — 3 or 4, variable, pale 
to very deep terra cotta red with a darker cap at the broad end. 
Size about 18x13 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTKRisncs, MEAsuREMENi's, ETC: Strescmann touncl two of 
SchMer’s specimens of 10 September moulting feathers of the hack and all tail 
feathers simultaneously, hut not the wing leatliers. Dr Ripley also collected 
a specimen in west Nepal, c. 500 ft. in januarv, with all the tail featliers 
missing, which suggests that this may well he the characteristic pattern of 
moult in this species. Minus tail, and in its scrubby environment, the last 
looked dtrceptivoly like a Tesia\ 

Schafer's good series from Sikkim measures: Wing 6 c? 48-51 (av. 48.7); 
3 9 9 45, 47, 47 mm. (Strescmann). 

Iris hazel; upper mandible black, lower fleshy yellow; legs and feet fleshy 
white, darker on joints and toes. 


THE LARGE BUSH WARBLER 

Cettia major major (Moore) 

Horeites major Moore, 1854, Cat. Birds Mus. E. I. Co. 1 : 323 — Nepal. 

F.B.I. 2: 510 

LOCAL NAME: 

SIZE: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: EHffers from all otlier Sikkim bush warblers 
in having the crown contrastingly coloured with the back. 

Above, crown of head deep rich chestnut-brown. Line of fore- 
head and supercilium paler, more rufous. Lores and a line behind 
eye blackish. Upper plumage including exposed portions of tail and 
wings dark olive-brown, the last tinged nitous. Below, chin, throat 
and breast greyish white. Rest of lower parts dull white suffused 
with brown excepting on centre of abdomen. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Resident. Recorded as breeding at c. 9000 ft. 
(Laehung), and doubtless breeds at still higher elevations. Sikkim 
specimens collected in April, May, June, August and October are 
in the British Museum, but without altitudinal data. In Bhutan, 
where this bird is apparently more plentiful than in Sikkim or N^al, 
Ludlow found it at higher altitudes than any other bush warbler. 
He procured it up to 13,500 ft between July and Sratember, Its 
favourite habitat was dense rhododendron Jungle in silver fir forest. 
The habitat in Sikkim is imrecorded, but will presumably be the same. 

distribution outside SIKKIM : Nepal, Bhutan, Szechwan. 

GENERAL HABITS: Typical of this group. 

nesting: Season — ^(June)-July. Nest and eggs indistinguishable 
from those of C. fortipes (p. 2^), the eggs measuring about 18 X 14 mm. 
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RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : Thc FaUUa givCS fot (3 9 

Wing 57-67; bill 11; tarsus 24-25; tail 44-51 mm. 

Iris brown; bill horny brown, yellowish on lower mandible and commissure; 
legs and feet ‘tan-brown’. 


BLANFORD’S BUSH WARBLER 

Cettia palliclipes pallidipes (Blanford) 
Phyll().scopus palJidipes Blanf’ord, 1872, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 
41 (2), pi. vii, fig. 1 — Sikkim. 

Plate 22, fig. 4 (facing p. 273) 


F.B.I. 2: 508 

LOCAL name: 

SIZE: Sparrow—. 

FIELD cHARAcrERs: Differs from the Stroiigfooted Bush Warbler 
(p. 220) in being olive-brown above with only the edges of the flight 
feathers tinged nifous. Also in the under tail-coverts being brownish 
white, and the legs fleshy white. Sexes alike. 

STATUS ANU HABITAT : Resident; recorded breeding between c. 4000 
and 5000 ft. altitude. Apparently descends to lower levels in winter. 
The British Museum has Sikkim specimens collected in March, May 
and August (elevations ?), and others from the Bhutan duars, January 
and April. Ludlow did not procure it in higher Bhutan, Affects 
scrub growth in forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Dehra Dun and western Nepal 
(Osmaston, Ripley) to E. Assam, north and south of the Brahmaputra 
River; Manipur, N. Burma. The sj^eeies extends to Yunnan and the 
Andamans. 

GENERAL HABITS : Typical of the bush warblers : skulking in under- 
growth and difficult to ob.serve. It has a very insistent 4-noted call 
(Osmaston), 

NESTING : Season — May-Juue, Nest and eggs indistinguishable 
from those of the bush warblers described, the latter both as to 
colour and size. 

RACIAI. CHAKACTEIUSTIC.S, MEASUREMEN-rS, ETC: The FilUna glVCS tllC 

measurements as: <3 9 Wing 47-54; hill 10-11; tarsiis c. 20; tail 40-49 mrn. 

Iris brown; bill pale homy, darker on ciilmeii; legs and feet yellowish white 
or fleshy white. 
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THE STRONGFOOTED BUSH WARBLER 

Cetfia fortipes fortipes (Hodgson) 

Horornis fortipes ITodg&on, J845, Proc, Zool. Soc> London: 31 — Nepal. 

F.B.L 2; 506 

LOCAL name; 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD ciiABACTEBS ; Ahove, including exposed portions of wings and 
tail, dark rufous olive-brown. A narrow buff superciliiim to nape. 
Lores and a line through eye brown. Below, bufflsh brown, paler 
on chin and throat, white on centre of abdomen. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common and resident at elevations 
between c. 3500 and 6500 ft. (Chungthang, Kewzing, Gangtok) — 
November to April. In Bhutan, where it is apparently the commonest 
bush warbler, Ludlow procured specimens between 6500 and 8000 ft 
— ^July to Ortober. AflFects bamboo jungle, bramble thickets and 
grass-and-bracken scrub in forest 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, Assam, Manipur, 
N. Burma. Tlie species extends to the Indochinese and Malaysian sub- 
regions. 

GENERAL HABITS: Keeps singly to undercrowth, hopping about 
amongst the branches in search of insect food, seldom showing itself, 
and only rarely ascending to moderate heights in trees. Its distinctive 
call, usually the only indication of its presence, is an amazingly 
loud series of explosive notes preceded by a thin long-drawn whistle. 

nesting : Season — May to July. Nek — domed, similar to that of 
the next. Eggs — 3 to 5, also deep chestnut-chocolate like those of 
Hume’s Bush Warbler, measuring about 17x13 mm. 

RACUL CHARACTEWSTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC; On an luiohstructed vicw, 
may be differcntiaUd in the field from the last (C. jndlidipes) by the colour of 
the upper plumage imoiv rufous-brown instead of oIive'bro\^m) and of the legs 
(brownish instead of whitish^ 

Schafer\s Sikkim specimens (2 cJ d) have Wing 56, 57 mm. The Fauna 
gives the range (c?9) as: Wing 50-57; bill 10-11; tarsus 21-22; tail 41-51 mm, 
(Bill *6 13-15 mm/ — Kinnear). 

Iris dark brown; bill horny brown, paler below; legs and feet pale fleshy 
brown to brown. 


HUME’S BUSH WARBLER 
Cettia acanthizoides bnmnescens (Hume) 

Horeites bruntwscens Hume, 1872, Ibis: 109 — Darjeeling. 

F.B.i. 2: 505 

LOCAL NAME: 

SIZE: Sparrow—. 

F^D chabactebs: Ahove, rufous-brown, brighter rufous on ex- 
posed portions of Wings and tail. A broad buffy yellow supeicilium. 
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Lores and behind eye dark brown. Cheeks and ear-coverts mottled 
brown and yellowish. Below, greyish buff, browner on flanks. Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT*. Stcvens pTocured it at c. 10,000 ft. (above 
Karponang), in March, ‘in dense “prong” bamboo thickets, a habitat 
sinuiarly frequented by Conostoma aemodium\ The British Museum 
has Sikkim ^ins collected by Mandelli in January, February, April 
and November, but without data as to localities or heights. Neiflier 
Schafer nor the recent Survey obtained it in Sikkim. Ludlow found 
it at c. 9000 ft. in Bhutan. 

DISTRIBUTION ouTsmE SIKKIM: Nepal; Bhutan to E. Assam north 
and south of Brahmaputra River; Manipur, Liishai Hills. The species 
extends to western China. 

GENERAL HABITS: Skulks singly in shrubbery at high elevations. 
B. B. Osmaston descTibes its call as a series of four long-drawn 
whistles, each higher tlian the last, followed by a quick series of 
up and down notes. 

NESTING : Season — May-June, between c. 9500 and 10,500 ft. 
Nest — domed; of bamboo leaves and grass, densely lined with 
feathers, with entrance hole near the top. Plac'ed in ringal bamboo 
bushes within c. 2 ft. of the ground. Eggs — 2 or 3, deep rich terra 
cotta red with a darker cajo at the broad end. Size about 17 X 13 mm. 

RACIAL charac:tehistjc:s, .\fF.ASUREMi:.vrs, ETC,; TIic several birds of this 
group occurring in Sikkim arc .superficially very alike m appearance and habits 
and difficult to difierentiate in the fiedd. Thcrelore, unless confirmed by 
specimens, sight records are not completely deixmdable. 

The Fauna gives the measurements (e< O as ; Wing 50-54; bill c. 9; 
tarsus 21-22; tail 40-49 intn. 

Iris brown; bill horny brown, lower mandible fleshy brown tii>ped darker; 
legs and feet fleshy or yellowish browm. 


THE ABERRANT WARBLER 

Cetiia flavolivaceus flavolicaceus (Hodgson) 

Neornis iiavolivacea Hodgson, 1845, in Blyth, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 
14 : 590 — Nepal. 


F.B.I. 2: 502 
LOCAL name: 
size: Sparrow—. 

Fiiai) characters: a sober coloured little bird superficially very 
like a leaf warbler {PhtfUoscopus)y with no wing-bar. Above, inclua- 
ing exposed portions of wings and tail, dull olive-green. A narrow 
yellow supercilium from nostril to nape. A brown line from lores 
through eye. Belotv, fuIvou.s yellow, suffused with brown on sides 
of breast and flanks. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Stcvcns records it at 3500 ft. elevation in 
February (Rungbong Valley) and at 10,000 ft, in May (Sikkim-Nepal 
fmntier). Not met with oy the Survey, but Schater collected an 
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adult and a juvenile at 9200 ft. on 27 August (Lachen) which shows 
that it breeds at that altitude. Ludlow found it common between 
7000 and 12,000 ft. in Bhutan — ^July to October — and collected adults 
as well as juveniles up to 12,750 ft. 

Affects mixed tall grass-iind-bracken scrub at the edge of forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas from the Tons 
Valley in W. Garhwal eastward through Nepal to W. Assam. The 
species, in other races, extends through Assam to Burma and W. 
China. 

GENERAL HABITS : Slud to be an inquisitive bird, and not vety shy. 
Skulks and hops about amongst the undergrowth, rarely if ever 
ascending into trees. The normal call note is a tsik or chek rather 
like a Wliitcthroafs. Heinrich describes its song as a short, extra- 
ordinarily high and thin whistle. 

nesting: Season — May-June, from 3500 ft. to at least 9000. 
Nest — ^globular, of bamboo leaves and grass lined with feathers, 
with entrance hole near the top PlacecT on tlie ground or a few 
inches above it, in grass and scnib. Eggs — 3, deep dull claret colour 
with a dark zone or cap at tlie broad end. Size about 18 X 13 mm. 

RACIAL cuARACTEiusTics, MEAscREMEms, ETC: Tho Faunii gives the measure- 
ments of c? 9 as: Wing 53-56; bill 10-11; tarsus c. 22; tail 48-56 mm. 

Schafer’s Sikkim skins have Wing ad. 9 52; jiiv. 9 52 mm. On 7 August 
the former was in pf)st-nuptial moult with primaries 7, 8 and 9 (counting 
inward) in quill. The young bird had not yet commenced post-juvenal moult. 
(Stresemann.) 

Iris hazel; bill horny, paler yellowish brown on lower mandible; legs and 
feet pale yellowish brown. 


THE BROWN BUSH WARBLER 

Bradypterus luteoventris luteoventris (Hodgson) 

Tiibura luteoventris Hodgson, 1845, Vroc. Zoo/. Soc. London: 30 — Nepal. 

F.B.I. 2: 406 
LOCAL name: 
size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : Ahove, including closed wings and tail, rufous- 
brown; the tail darker and cross-rayed. A narrow pale buff 
supercilium, and sometimes a ring of whitish feathers round eye. 
Sides of head and neck rufous, the first with faint white shaft-stripes. 
Below, chin, throat, middle of lower breast and abdomen white. 
Upper breast, flanks, vent, and under tail-coverts rufous; the last 
more or less scalloped with white. Sexes alike. 

STATUS and habitat: Obtained at Phalut (c. 11,500 ft., Darjeeling 
Dist.) in summer by C. M. Inglis. Status probably more or less same 
as of the next species, but not recorded by the Sikkim Survey nor 
by SchSfer. In adjoining Bhutan Ludlow collected specimens 
between 8000 and 11,000 ft. in June and July, but did not meet with 



THE SPOTTED BUSH WARBLER 


it as high up as B. thcmclcu^. Affects open grass and bush country 
on hillsides; also undergrowth in pine forest 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM I Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills north 
and south of Brahmaputra River; Chin Hills, N. Burma. Other races 
in Burma, Thailand, and the Indochinese subregion. 

GENERAL HABITS: Similar to the Spotted Bush Warbler (below). 
Keeps to tall grass and bushes, mounting a stem now and again to 
expose itself momentarily. Its song is described as very liKe the 
chirping of a large grassnoppei*. Stuart Baker likens it to that of a 
‘common Reed Warbler (species?) but much softer and lower. Its 
alarm notes, tek . . . tek, are reminiscent of a Whitethroat's. 

nesting: Not specifically recorded in Sikkim. Nest and eggs 
similar to those of the foregoing. 

RACiAi. CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMEN'fS, El'C : For diagnosis SCO Under B. 
thoracicus. 

The Fauna gfives for 6 9 Wing 52-58; bill 10-11; tarsus 19-20; tail 55-66 
mtn. Ludlow’s Bhutan skins measure Wing 3 d d 53; 1 9 52 mm. 

Tris yellowish brown to bright hazel; bill ; above dark homy brown or 
blackish, lower mandihlo and commissure fleshy yellow or light homy, more 
yellow at tlie mouth; legs flesh colour, fleshy yellow to dark fleshy brown.^ 


THE SPOTTED BUSH WARBLER 

Braclypterm thoracicus thoracicus (Blydi) 

Dumeticola thoracica Blyth, 1845, Jour. Aaiat. Soc. Bengal 14: 584 — Nepal. 

Plate 18, fig. 7 (facing p. 209) 


F.B.L 2: 405 

LOCAL NAME: 

SIZE: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: A skulking plain brown bird of scrub and 
bushes. Above, rufous-brown including closed wings and tail. A 
siipercilium from bill to nape, white anteriorly, grey behind eye, 
A small blackish line under eye. Sides of head, ana ear-coverts, ashy 
brown, the latter with pale shafts. Belotv, chin and upper throat 
bufly white; foreneck and upj[>er breast ashy brown, boldly spotted 
with blackish; lower breast ashy. Flanks, vent and under tail-coverts 
dull rufous-brown, the last scalloped with white. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident, moving altitudinally with season. 
? Uncommon. Tlie British Mii.sexim contiiins specimens collected in 
the Sikkim Himalayas (Darjeeling EHst.) in 1875 or thereabouts by 
Mandelli and Gammie who found it breeding between 5000 and 
10,000 ft. In recent years obtained at Phalut 9000 ft. by C. M. Inglis 
in summer. In adjoining Bhutan, Ludlow procured it between July 
and Sejptember at 11,000 to 13,000 ft and as high as 14,500 ft., in 
dwarf juniper. 

Affects open ground under mixed grass and bracken bushes and 
low scrub. 



224 M USCICAPIDAE 

DISTRIBUTION oiTTSiDE SIKKIM: Summer (breeding), Central Asia; 
the Himalayas from Kashmir to Bhutan; TOssibly also the mountains 
of N. Assam. Winter^ lower elevations and footldlls. 

GENERAL HABITS: InsectivoTous; non-gregarious; keeping to bushes 
and low undergrowth. According to Ludlow it is not a great skulker 
and shows itself up freely while it weaves its way through the 
shrubbery. The only note recorded is a loud tchik tenik, 

nesting: Season — May-Jime. Nesi— deep cup-shaped or darned^ 
of coarse grass, rough and loose on the outside, compact within, 
usually with just one or two feathers as token lining. Well concealed 
amongst low bracken and grass tufts, on or near the ground. Eggs — 
3 or 4, pale pinkish, densdy specked and freckled with pinkish red. 
Size about 18x14 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTJCS. MEASUREMENTS, ETC: 111 this aiid tile last spL'des, 
Bradijpterus luteoventri-^j the feathers are of a soft silky texture. Tail much 
rounded, with tlie feathers ratlier pointed. First primary in both alx>ut half the 
length of the second, but throat in thoracicus ashy, spotted witli black, as against 
unspotttKl white in tlie other. 

Specimens collected by Ludlow in Bhutan give Wing 5 J d 51-55; 4 V 9 
52.5-55 mm. (Kiuiiear). 

Tris dark brown; bill dark horny brown to black above, lower mandible 
Heshy or pale horny; moutli and edges oi gape yellow; tarsus pale wax 
yellow or fleshy yellow; toes darker and claws homy brown.’ (Fauna.) 


TICKELL’S LEAF WARBLER 

Phylloscopus affinis (Tickell) 

Motacilla offinis Tickell, 1833, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 2 : 576 — 

Borabhuin. 


F.B.I. 2:454 

LOCAL name: Ani chin (Tibetan). 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHARACTERS; A ground-f Ceding leaf warbler with no trace 
of a wing-bar. Above, dark olive-green with a bright yellow super- 
edium. Below, clear bright yellow. Legs pale coloured. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Breeds at high elevations in the Tibetan 
plateau facies of northern Sikkim where Schafer collected specimens, 
including juveniles, in July 1938 (Tliangu, Gyagong). Apparently only 
a passage migrant in central and southern Sikkim. Blanford (Jour, 
Asiat, Soc. Bengal, 1872 : 54) .shot two or three examples in the Ladien 
and Lachung Valleys at 8000-9000 ft abont 26 S^tember (1870) which 
he believed were on passage from their breeding pounds in Tibet. 
Schafer also obtained it at Lachen in October ana November, and 
Ludlow at Gangtok, 30 April. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Summer (breeding), the al^e and 
Tibetan facies of the Himalayas and beyond, between 8000 and 
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15,000 ft., from digit to NW. Kansu. Winter^ practically all India 
and Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS: Affccts scrub-covcTed treeless country, feeding 
largely on the ground. Flicks wings nervously and utters a feeble 
sparrow-like tsip as it hops about Usually single, but sometimes 
several loosely together. Food: tiny insects. Song: (in breeding 
season) a single note repeated quicldy four to six times preceded 
by a nigh-pitched pick, thus pick . . . whiw-whiw-whiuytohito etc. 
delivered from a bush. 

nesting: Season — Tune-July. Nest — an untidy ball of coarse 
grass well lined with feathers. Placed low down in a dwarf juniper 
or furze bush. Eggs— A or 5, pure china white, sometimes faintly 
marked at the large end wim scanty red specks. Size about 
15X12 mm, 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MIIASUREMENTS, ETC: SpCCimcnS collected in 

Sikkim and S. Tibet by Schafer give Wing 5 ad. d d 60-62; 4 ad. 9 9 54- 
59 mm. (Streseniann). 

Iris dark brown; upper mandible brown, lower mandible and gape horny 
yellow; legs and feet horny olivaceous or pale horny brown; soles dingy 
yellow. 


THE SMOKY LEAF WARBLER 

Phyllosco^jus fuligiventer fuligiventer (Hodgson) 

HoronUs? fuligiventer Hcxlgson, 1845, Free. ZooL Soc, London: 31 — Nepal. 

F.B.r. 2:460 

LOCAL name: 

SIZE: Sparrow—. 

FIELD characters: No trace of a wing-bar. Above, including 
wings and tail, dark sooty brown, widi an ill-defined dusky yellow 
superdlium. Below, dusl^ oil-green; centre of breast dull yellow. 
Sexes alike. 

status and habitat: Blanford collected a specimen in rhododen- 
dron scrub at c, 14,000 ft. (Mom6 Samdong) in September 1870, and 
Schafer another at 13,000 it (Thangu) on 16 July 1938. In winter, 
Meinertzhagen procured one near Teesta Bridge (1000 ft.) just south 
of the Sikkim frontier (28 December 1925). Tlie recent Sikkim Survey 
failed to record it between November and May. 

In Bhutan, Ludlow notes it as affecting rocks and boulders in 
open ground in and above the rhododendron-scrub zone, c, 14,000 ft., 
in August. 

distribution oui’smE SIKKIM: Winter, ‘Lower elevations in the 
eastern Himalayas and their foothills; Nepal; (Sikfam); Bhutan; the 
Duars east to Sadiya north of the Brahmaputra River, west to 
Darbhanga' (Ticehurst). Rarely also soutli of the Brahmaputra. 

NESTING : Unknown, but probably breeds at high elevations in N. 
Sikkim. 


IS 
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BACiAL ciiABActxBiSTics, MEASUREMENTS, Ei-c: Tioehuist gives Uic measure- 
ment!! -as : . 


mu 

12.5-14 


Tarsus 

21.5-22 


Wing 

6<S 56M1.5 1 

9 9 52-58 i 

Ids brown; upper mandible black; lower mandible 
base; legs and feet greenish brown. 


Tafl 

{ 45-51 mm. 
43-48 mm. 
brown, yeUowish 


at 


THE DUSKY LEAF WARBLER 

Phylloscopus fuscaius fmcatus (Blyth) 
Phyllopneuste fmcata BlyUi, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 11 : 113 — 

Calcutta. 

Plate 18, fig. 8 (facing p, 209) 


F.B.I. 2: 461 

LOCAL name: 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHARACTEBS: No trace of a wing-bar. ‘Upper parts fairly 
warm grey-brown, darkest on head, wings and tail . . . Conspicuous 
pale superciliary stripe above dark brown line from bill through eye. 
Undeiparts pale grey, tinged with buff; sides warm buff (out 
variable). Legs brown. 

‘Keeps close to the ground, sometimes skulkii^ hidden among 
roots etc., at other times coming into the c^n. . . The phylloscopine 
flicking of wings and tail (especially tail) incessant Tail square, less 
forked than in, for example, the Siberian Chiffehaff (P. coUybita 
tristis). Call note tack or tek, rather like the Lesser Whitethioat’s 
(Sylvia cumica), but softer (H. G. Alexander). 

status: Winter visitor. Sight records of leaf warblers are by 
themselves unreliable, but Dr Ticehurst has examined winter 
specimens from low elevations in Sikkim. The bin! has also been 
oDtained by Dr Dillon Ripley in Nepal and by Mr F. Ludlow in 
Bhutan. 

RACUL aiARACTEBisncs, MEA.sunEM£NTs, ETC: Ticchuist gfves Rs foUowii: 

Wing Bill Tonus Tail 

(S d 60-70, mostly 61-66 1 19-13 *5 21 .2.3 I 50-56 mm. 

9 9 5.3.5-61, mostly 55-58 i " ' " 1 44-50.5 mm. 

Ms brown; upper mandible, and tip of lower dusky brown, yeUowish flesh 
at base of lower mandible; legs and feet brownish flesh, yeUowish brown, or 
olivaceous brown. 
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THE GREYFACED LEAF WARBLER 

Phylloscapm mactUipennia tnaculipennis (Blyth) 

Abrornis maculipennis Blyth, 1867, Ibis: 27 — Nepal or Sikkim. 

F.B.I. 2: 468 

LOCAL name: 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD charactebs: With two conspicuous yellowish wing-bars. 
Head brownish grey with a broken central mesial band (like ‘centre 
parting*}, and a long, well-defined whitish supercilium, boraered below 
by a blackish line. Grey tliroat contrasting with yellow breast. ‘The 
diminutive size, yellow rump, grey head and throat, and white in 
the outer tail feathers at once distinguish this from any other 
Phylloscopus. Only two others have y^ow rumps (both occurring 
in Sikkim): proregidm (p. 229} which has no white in the tail, and 
jndcher (p. 228) which is larger and has not a grey head and throat, 
and has orange, not yellowish wing-bars*. (Ticehurst.) Sexes alike. 

STATUS and habitat : One of the commonest leaf warblers in winter 
between 1000 and 7000 ft. elevation (Singtam, Chungthang, Rinchin- 
pong, Kewzing, Maiishitang, Gangtok, Pemionche). Fairly common at 
9000-10,000 ft. in last week April (Lachen, Tliangu), then apparently 
in, or working up to, its br^ding grounds. Scliafer collected two 
examples at mis elevation (near Laohen) on 11 September in post- 
ju venal moult. 

AflFects the foliage canopy and middle storey in forest. 

DiSTiUBunoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM; E. Nepal, Bhutan to E. Assam; 
Manipur, Burma, Yunnan. The paler race virens occupies the Punjab 
Himalayas to W. NepiU. Ripley has recently described an inter- 
mediate race, centralis, from west and central Nepal. Overall breed- 
ing and winter ranges imperfectly known. 

general habits: Several invariably present amongst the mixed 
hunting flocks of ‘tinies* in tlie canow foliage. Sometimes also feeds 
singly. Exceedingly active and restless, and never still for a moment 
Incessantly flicks wings and white-margined tail as it flutters and 
hovers in front of sprigs. The call note, constantly repeated, is a 
frfp, indistinguishable from that of P, proregidus. 

BACIAL CHABACTEHiSTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC 1 Distinguished from tlie 
Greyheaded Fiycatcher-Warbler (Seicercus xanthoschistos, p, 237) — also with 
double yellow wing-bars, yellow rump, and prominent white outer tail 
feathers— by shorter tail, iron grey (not blue grey) head witl[\ superciliary, 
and almost uniform pale yellow (not bn^t yellow) underparts. 

The Survey specimens, togedier wifli others from Sikkim in the Chicago 
Museum of Natural History, measuie: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

6 (Sd 48*52 9-10.5 17-19 29-36,5 mm. 

1 9 48 10 18 34 mm. 

Schafer's Sikkim specimens give Wing 9 dd 49-52 (av. 50,4); 4 ,9 9 
44.5-48 (av. 46.3) mm. (Stresemiiim}* 
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Iris brown; bill homy brown; legs and feet homy brown with yellow 
tinge; claws homy brown. 


THE ORANGEBARRED LEAF WARBLER 


Phylloscopus pulchet pulcher Blytih 

Phylloscopm pulcher Blylh, 1845, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 14: 592 — Nepal. 

Plate 18, fig. 9 (facing p. 209) 

F.B.i. 2: 464 

LOCAL name: 

SIZE : Sparrow— . 

FIELD ciURACiERS: Larger size, orange (not yellowish) double 
wing ‘bars, and all-yellow uuderx>arts, wiuiout the contrasting grey 
throat, distinguish it from P, maculiperuiis, the only other Phyllo^opus 
with the combination of yellow rump-band and white outer tail 
feathers. (See Field Characters, p. 227.) Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND itABiTAT : Fairly common in winter between c. 4000 
and 7000 ft. elevation. Meinertzhageii found it even at 11,100 ft. 
(Phalut) in mid-winter. Generally at higher elevations in summer; 
evidently breeding at c. 13,000 ft. (Thangu) where Schafer collected 
a specimen on 13 July. Blanford procured it at 13,000 ft in Chola 
Range (E. Sikkim) in September 1870, and notes : ‘doubtless a 
resident*. 

A bird of the conifer and conifer-dwarf rhododendron association, 
keeping to the foliage canopy. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: E. Nepal, Bhutan to E. Assam; 
Manipur, Burma, Yunnan. The race kmigrae — more yellowish olive 
above and paler on head and undeq>arts — occupies the NW. 
Himalayas, Kashmir to Garhwal. Birds from western and central 
Nepal are intermediate in cM>loration and rea>gnized by Ripley as 
erochrou. 

GENERAL HABITS : Very similar to P. ruactdipennis. Arboreal; 
usually in the mixed hunting parties of ‘tinies* in lof^ foliage canopy. 
Call: a loud sharp t^p or ttvick, constantly repeated; sometimes said 
to run quickly, sounding rather like a flowerpeckers twitter. 

NES'riNG: Not recorded in Sikkim. Season — presumably June-July 
as in the western race. Nest — (in kangrae) domed, with side en- 
trance, of green moss, lichen, strips of l)ark, etc., lint^ with feathers. 
Placed 8 to 15 ft. off ground. Eggs — 3 or 4, variable, unmarked 
white, or white densely speckled with red. Size about 15 X 11 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTKRisTics, j^ieasuremeK-ts, ETC: Ticehurst gives the range 


Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

^ 6 56.5-83.5 I 17 5 ,8 i inm. 

9 9 52.5-57 ; 17.5-18.5 | 

Three <S d collected in Sikkim by Schiifer have Wing 58, 59, 61 mm. 

Iris brown; bill brownish black, base of lower mandible yellowish; legs and 
feet homy brown. 



Pallas's Himalayan leaf warbleb 

PALLAS’S HIMALAYAN LEAF WARBLER 
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Pht/lloscopus proregulus newtoni Gaetke 
Phylloscopus newtoni Gaetke, 1889, Ibis: 579 — India (= Darjeeling. 

Ticehurst). 


F.B.L 2: 466 

LOCAL name: 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : Very like P, maculipennis and P. pulcher, also 
with two wing-bars (yellowish), yellow band across rump and mesial 
coronal band, but easily distinguished from both by absence of white 
outer feathers in tail. Sexes alike. (See Field Characi:ers, p. 227.) 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common in winter (mid-October to 
April) between c. 1000 and 90(X) ft. elevation (Singtam, Rinchinpong, 
Manshitang, Gangtok, Penlom La, between Lachen and Zemu, 
Lachen). Schafer also obtained specimens at 13,000 ft. (Thangu) 
in the first week of July, evidently on their breeding ground. TTiere 
is a Stevens specimen from Gnatong c. 12,500 ft. in the Chicago 
Museum of Natural History. 

Affects foliage canopy ot tall trees in forest. 

DisTRiBimoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM : E. Nepal, Bhutan, SE. Tibet, 
Manipur. The adjoining, intennediate race cUoronoius occurs in 
central and western Nepal. The better known with upper 

parts brighter, more yellowish green, and underparts paler yellow — 
ranges westward thtmee through Garhwal and Kashmir to the Afghan 
frontier. Eastward, the species extends to Yunnan. 

GENERAL HABITS: Not appreciably diffe^rent from P. maadipennis 
or P. ptdeher, V^ien characteristically fluttering against a sprig or 
at the end of a fir branch, the yellow rump, coronal streak and wing- 
bars show xip clearly, and the absence of white in the tail furnishes 
a diagnostic clue. Calh (winter) a soft double note tdp-tsip. 

nesting: Once recorded on Singalila Ridge (Sikkim-Darjeeling 
Dist. frontier) at 10,000 ft. Season — ^July. Nest — a neat, domed 
structure of compactly interwoven bark, moss, lichen, etc., profusely 
lined with feathers. Placed in a tree at a moderate height. Eggs-^ 
or 4, white, sparsely scattered over with deep chestnut-red specks, 
more densely to form a zone at the broad end. Size about 14 X 11 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMEms, ETC: Dr Ripley, who hos recently 
made extensive collections in Nepal, feels that Nepal birds are sensibly less 
dark than Sikkim-E. Himalayan newtoni, and since Gray’s name chloronotus 
was already available for them he has resuscitated it. 

Two 6 6 collected by the Survey measure: Wing 50.5-55; bill 30; tarsus 
17-17.5; tail 38-40 mm. 

Schafer’s fine series from Sikkim gives Wing 9 c? 52-56 (av. 53,9); 11 9 9 
48-52 (av. 50.4) mm. 

Iris brown; bill homy brown, paler (yellowish) at base of lower mandible; 
legs, feet and claws horny brown. 
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THE YELLOWBROWED LEAF WARBLER 

Phyttoscopus inornatus vwrnalus (Blyth) 

Regulus inornatus Blyth, 1842, Jour, AsiaL Soc. Bengal 11 ; 191 — near 

Calcutta. 


LOCAL name: 
size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: Small sizc with relatively short tail. Ccmspi- 
cuous double yellowish white wiiig-bars. No yellow on rump. Above, 
olive-green with brovvm wings and tail, and a very faint incomplete 
pale coronal band. A broad yellow supercilium with dark line below 
it behind eye. Below, yellowish white. Sexes alike. 

Characteristic call weest, as against tisyip or chilip in the more 
familiar west Himalayan race humei. 

Breeds in the Palaearctic Region. Under ‘Winter Range* Ticehurst 
gives ‘Sikkim to 4700 ft’ The only Sikkim spedmen examined by 
me is a female collected by the Survey at Rinchinpong (c. 5000 ft) on 
l.i.l953: Wing 55; biU 10; tarsus. 17; tail 37 mm. 

Possibly less rare tlian appears, as I have sight records (un- 
confirmed) also from Singhik and Chungthang in February. 


THE DULL GREEN LEAF WARBLER 

Pliylloscopus trochiloideis trochUoides (Sundevall) 
Acanthiza irochiloUles SundevaQ, 1838, Fysiogr. Sallskap. Tidskr. 1 ; 76 — 

Calcutta. 

Plate 18, fig. 10 {facing p. 209) 


F.B.I. 2; 478 

LOCAL NAl^: 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: A large leaf warbler with a single wing-bar; 
rarely also with traces of a second. No yellow on rump. No coronal 
stripe. Above, including edges of wings and tail, dark olive. A 
yellowish white supercilium with dark olive-brown lores and a line 
Dehind we. Below, dirty yellowish white. Lower mandible yellow. 
Sexes aliKe. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Summer, fairly common and breeding at the 
higher altitudes, 10,000-14,000 ft. Winter, at lower elevations, mostly 
on passage to the foothills and northern plains. 

(Specimens: Dentam, 4600 ft, 9 January (Meinertzhagen); Gang- 
tok, 6000 ft., 30 April; Changu, 11,000 ft, 11 May (Ludlow); Thangu, 

14.000 ft, 18 May; Yumthang, 13,000 ft, 22 June (Stevens); Thangu, 

13.000 ft, 1-10 July, 1-10 October; Lachen, 9200 ft, 14 September 
(Schafer); Chola Range and Lachung Valley, 10,000-14,000 ft, 
September (Blanford). 

Affects forest 
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DZSTRtBUTxON OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Summer^ Nepal> Bhutan, SE. Tibet 
(Himalavan facies); N, Burma, Yunnan, SzecWan. Winter, Nepal 
and Sikkim terai, Bhutan duaxs, Bengal, Assam, Manipur, etc. Re- 
presented by other races in the W. Himalayas. 

GENERAL HABITS: Typically phylloscopine. Arboreal; keeps to 
foliage canopy. 

NESTING: Stevens took a nest with eggs on Singalila Ridge on 
22 May (1912). Schafer collected a juvenile with wings and tail in 
quill on 7 July at Thanm, and another in juvenile plumage on 
14 September. Season — May to July. Nest— on ground : cup-shaped 
when built amoMst exposed roots of a tree; domed when not wifliin 
such a hollow. & moss and fine bents, lin^ with feathers and hair. 
Eggs — 3 or 4, pure white. Size about 16x12 mm. 

KACiAL CHAnAcrnsRis-ncs, ME^suBEMENTS, ETC: Almost indistingimhable 
m the field from P. magnirostrls (next species) except by colour of legs (brown 
instead of slate grey), and lower mandible (yellow instead of brown). The 
latter also has very distinctive call notes. 

A large series collected in Sikkim by Schafer gives Wing 13 62-66 

(av. 64.0); 10 9 9 57-62 (av. 59.5) mm. — Stiesemann. Tail 6 6 50-57; 
9 9 47-51.5 mm. — Ticehurst. 

Iris brown; bill brown, lower mandible yellow; legs and feet fleshy horn to 
homy brown. 


THE LARGEBILLED LEAF WABBLEB 

Phylloscopus magnirostris Blyth 
PhyUoscopus magnirostris Blyth, 1843, Jour, Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12 : 966 — 

Calcutta. 


F.B.i. 2: 476 
LOCAL name: 
size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD characters: A large leaf warbler with a single wing-bar, 
often indistinct, very similar to and easily confused with P. t. troohi- 
loides (above). May be differentiated by colour of lower mandible 
(brown instead of yellow), and legs (slate grey instead of brown), 
but most reliably by its very distinctive call note, a mousy, 
interrogative whee-chip or dir-teep with the second syllable somewhat 
higher in key. Also in summer by its clear tinkling five-noted song 
tee .. . titi-iUi, Sexes alike. 

STATUS and habitat: Summer, common (evidently breeding) at 
elevations between c, 8000 and 13,000 ft. (Lachen, Thangu) as Ludlow 
also found in Bhutan and SE. Tibet. Possibly higher. No winter 
record traceable for Sikkim. Affects forest* 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Summer, the Himalayan facies from 
the Afghan frontier through Kashmir and Nepd; Bhutan, SE. Tibet, 
Kansu, Szechwan, etc. Winter, at lower elevations and in the Indjai) 
plains south to Travancore. Ceylon, Andaman Islands, 
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1 ; 

GENERAL HABITS : Keeps to forest in the neighbourhood of rushing 
streams, usually up in the canopy foliage. Its presence is revealed by 
the constantly uttered, distinctive call-note and/or song. The latter 
closely resembles the song of die Whitethroat^ Fantail Flycatcher 
{RMpidura idbicoUis). 

nesting: Unrecorded in Sikkim, though it doubtless breeds h^e 
as elsewhere in its high summer range. In Bhutan, Ludlow found a 
nest with c/4 at 9000 ft. on 13 June. Nest — ^normally on the ground, 
similar to that of P. frochiloiaes but apparently never lined with 
feathers. Eggs— 4 or 5, pure white, about 18x13 mm. 


Ticehiirst gives the range 


RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: 

of measurements as : 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

6 6 68-73 1 , f 51-56.5 mm. 

9 9 63-69 j 14.5-16 18-19.5 | 48-51.5 mm. 

A d* collected by Schafer (Lachen, 6 Sept.) has Wing 69 mm. 

Iris brown; upper mandible homy brown, lower slaty plumbeous or brown, 
pale fleshy at base; legs and feet bluish slate or greyish brown. 


BLYTHTS CROWNED LEAF WARBLER 

Phylloscopus regtdoides reguloides (Blyth) 

Fhyllopmuste reguloides Blytli, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 11: 

191 — Calcutta (= Darjeeling. Ripley, Synopsis). 

F.B.I. 2:481 (=Ac€mthopneuiste trochiloides trochUoides) 

LOCAL name: 

SIZE: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: With two broad yellow wing-bars; a pale 
mesial coronal streak. No yellow rump band; relatively short tail. 
Above, yellowish olive-CTeen, with dark brown wings and tail. 
Distinct yellowish mesim streak on crown, bordered on either side 
by dark olive bands. A well-defined yellow .supercilium. Lores 
and a line under sui>ercilium dark olive. Cheeks and ear-coverts 
yellowish. Below, including throat, uniform greyish white, tinged 
and faintly streaked with yellow. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Obtained by the Survey between 1500 and 
3000 ft. (Singtam, Martam) in December; by Schafer at 6000 ft 
(Gangtok) on 16 June, and 9200 ft. (Lachen), 4-12 September. One 
on the latter date was a young bird just commencing past-juvenal 
moult Ludlow collected specimens in Bhutan at 7500 and 9500 ft. 
in July, evidently also in their breeding grounds. On 24 June he 
took a nest at 11,200 ft. in SE. Tibet. 

AflFects forest 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Summer, Nepal, Bhutan, SE. Tibet, 
c. 6000 to 12,000 ft. Winter, at lower elevations; also in the terai and 
duars. Other races in the western Himalayas; Assam, Yunnan, 
Szechwan, etc. 
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GENERAL HABITS : Keeps to the foliage canopy in forest, commonly 
in the mixed hunting flocks of ‘times'. 

nesting: Season — May to July. Nest — on the ground in forest; 
in a hollow or among loose stones of a retaining wall, and the like. 
Usually a flimsy domed or roofed structure of jposs and grass, mixed 
witih hair and wool. Eggs— 4 or 5, white, about 15X12 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: In the hand a good diagno- 
stic clue is the narrow white edging (1-2 mm.) to the inner webs of the two 
outer tail featliers on either side. 

The specimens collected by the Sikkim Survey measure: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

Id 59 12.5 17.5 42 mm. 

2 9 9 53-57.5 10.5-11.5 17.5-18 36-41 mm. 

Schafer's Sikkim skins give Wing 3 do 58, 58, 59; 4 9 9 53, 54, 54, 
54 mm. 

Iris brown; upper mandible horny brown, lower yellowish flesh colour; 
legs and feet grcyl.sh brown with an olive tinge; claws horny brown. 


The following two leaf warblers, superficially resembling eadi 
other closely, have also been obtained in Sikkim. They may best be 
distinguished by the different contrasts in their lower plumage: 
yellow throat with whitish underparts in Phylloscopus cantator^ yellow 
under tail-coverts with whitish underparts in P. o, coronatus. 


TEMMINCK'S CROWNED LEAF WARBLER 

Phylloscopus occijTdtalis coronatm (Temminck & Schlegel) 
Ficedula coronata Temminck & Schlegel, 1847, SicbokVs Fauna Japon., 
Aves; 48, (pi. 18) — ^Japaii. 


F.B.i. 2: 480 

LOCAL NAME: 

SIZE: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHARACTERS ; Upper parts olive-brown, with a single narrow 
yellowish wing-bar. No yellow rump band. A faint yellowish grey 
mesial coronal streak, bordered by dark olive lateral bands. A well- 
marked yellowish superdliu^ with a dark olive line below it, 
continued on lores. Under tail-coverts bright yellow, contrasting with 
whitish underparts. 

STATUS: Winter visitor? Meinertzhagen obtained a specimen at 
Rangpo (2100 ft.) and another at Gangtok (6400 ft) on 26 and 15 
December respectively. 

MEASUREMENTS ; ‘Wing d <S 60.5-68, one 68; 9 9 57, 58.3-61,5 mm,' 
(Ticehurst). 
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nCKELL’S, 01- THE BLACKBROWED, LEAF WARBLER 

Phyttoscopus cantidor (Tickell) 

Motacilla cantator Tickell, 1833, Jour. Asiat, Soc, Bengal 2 : 576— • 

^ Borabhum, Lower Bengal. 


F.B.I. 2: 492 

LOCAL name: 

SIZE: sparrow—. 

FIELD characters: Witli one distinct yellow and one faint rudi- 
mentaiy wing-bar. A welbinarked greenish yellow mesial coronal 
streak bordered by dark olive lateral oands. 'ITiroat yellow, contrast- 
ing widi white breast and greyish white undeiparts. Otherwise as 
in coronaius, 

STATUS : Possibly breeding at the higher elevations? Schafer 
collected a specimen (cf Wing 56 mm.) at Gangtok (6200 ft.) on 
13 June, Si^t record^ by H. G. Alexander at Rangpo (1000 ft.), 
end November. 

measurements : *Wing 6 6 53-58; 9 9 48.5-52 mm.' (Ticehurst). 


THE SIKKIM GOLDCREST 

Regtilus regidus sikkirnensis R. & A. Meinertzhagen 
Eegulm regulus sikkimensis Meinertzhagen, 1926, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 
46 : 97 — Native Sikkim. 

Plate 18, fig. 5 (facing p. 209) 


F.B.I. 8: 647 

LOCAL name: 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHARACIERS: A tiiiy Phyltoscopu>s-\ike bird. Male: Ahove^ 
dull olive-green, brighter and more yellowish on rump and upper t^- 
coverts. Two yellowish white wing-bars. A golden orange stripe 
along centre of crown, bordered on either side by black. Face 
uniform greenish grey. No pale supercilium; no dark streak though 
eye. Beloio, fulvous white tinged with olive on flanks and sides of 
breast. 

Female: similar, but with crown-stripe yellow, not orange. Young 
birds lack the crown-stripe. 

status and habitat : Resident. Sparse but not uncommon 
between c. 5000 and 10,000 ft elevation — November to May— 
(Kewzing, Lachen, Lachung, Phalut). Meinertzhagen obtained it at 
Thangu (12,800 ft) in November, and the Suydam Cutting Expedition 
at Gnatong {c. 12,500 ft.) in March. 

Affects tall forest 

DiSTRiBtmoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: E. Nepal, Bhutan, Dana and Abor 
hills. The western Himalayas, from W. Nepal through Kashmir and 
into Afghanistan, are populated by the paler race himalayensis* The 
species extends widdy both east and west of the above areas. 



THE ALLIED F L Y C A T C H E B - W A R B L E R 


235 


Cenebal HABITS: Restless, active, and very similar to the leaf 
warblers (PhyUoscapm) with which it commonly associates in the 
mixed hunting parties. Kee^ to the canopy foliage of rhododendron, 
oak, deodar and other conifers, usually in family groups. Has a 
distinctive, continuous, hi^-pitched, mouse-like squeaking — 
tsi-tsi-tsi — ^which reveals its presence amimg a mixed band erf si^l 
insectivorous birds where it is odierwise apt to be overlooked. 

nesting: Little known, and not specifically recorded from Sikkim. 
Season — (in W. Himalayas) May to July. Nest — a neatly felted 
hanging pouch of green moss, lichens, spiders’ egg-cases, etc. at the 
tip of a branch, fainy high up. Eggs-^ to 7 (?), pinky buff to white, 
often speckled with redmsh brown. Size about 14X11 mm. 

RACIAL CKARACTEiusTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The Sikkim race is inter- 
mediate in d^th of coloration between the adjacent himalayensis and the darker 
eastern form, yunnanensis. 

A specimen collected in Sikkim (o?) measures : Wing 56; bill 10; tarsus 
19; tail 36 mm. 

A series of sikkimensis recently obtained by Ludlow in SE. Tibet gives 
Wing 4 d cJ 55-58; 4 9 $ 51-53 mm. 

Iris brown; bill blackish brown; legs, feet and claws pale homy brown. 


THE ALLIED FLYCATCHER-WARBLER 

Seicercus affitUs (Hodgson) 

Abromis affinis Hodgson, 1854, in Horsficld & Moore, Cat. Birds Miis. 
E. I. Co. 1; 341— Nepal. 


F.B.I. 2: 486 

LOCAL NAME: 

SIZE: Sparrow—. 

FiBi j> CHARACTERS : A tiny restl&ss • PhyUoscopus-MVe bird, 
olive-green and deep yellow overall, with a prominent yellow 
wing-bar. Crown and nape black with a broad bluish grey mesial 
band. Superdlium and sides of head bluish grey with a distinct 
white ring round eye. Inner webs of two outer pairs of tail feathers 
laigdy white. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Recorded from the Teesta Valley up to 
c. 6000 ft. Neither the Survey nor Schafer procured it in Sil^m, 
though Ludlow collected sptecimens in Bhutan at 6000 and 7500 ft. 
in June and July, and at 4000 ft. in November. He describes it as 
‘an inhabitant of denSe leech-infested forest at no great altitude’. 

DISTRIBUTION ouTsms SIKKIM: Bhutan to E. Assam, north and 
south of Brahmaputra River; N. Burma to Annam. 

GENERAL HABITS: Very similar to the leaf warblers. Keeps singly 
or among the mixed hunting parties of ‘times’ in the foliage trf trees 
and bushes, flitting about tirelessly, nervously fliddng wings, and 
fluttering and hovering in front of mrigs to pidc insects. 

NESTING: Doubtless breeds in Sikkim, but no specific records. 
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RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEAsuREMENi's, ETC: Coufusablc, and probably 
often is, w'ith tlic next, S0ic€Tcus but whicb ba$ die eye-ring yellow 

instead of white, and sides of head yellowish instead of bluish grey. 

The Fauna gives for d 9 Wing 52-58; tail 42-45 nun. 

Iris broMTi; upper mandible ckrk brown, lower yellow; legs and feet 
yellow; claws browner. 


THE BLACKBROWED FLYCATCHER-WARBLER 

Seicercus burkii burkii (Burton) 

Sylvia hurkii Burton, 1836. Froc. ZooL Soc. London: 153— Himalayas 
( = Sikkim. Ticehurst). 

Plate 22, fig, 1 (facing p. 273) 


F.B.r. 2: 487 

LOCAL NAME: 

SIZE; Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : Overall olive-green and deep yellow. Similar 
to S. affinis but with yellow ring round eye instead of white; coronal 
band and .sides of head greydsh green instead of bluish grey. Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident Stevens records it as common on 
the Singalila Ridge at 10,000 ft in April and May. In Nepal also it 
is extremely common from 10,000 to 12,000 ft* in May (Mrs Proud). 
In Bhutan, Ludlow found it breeding at c. 10,000 ft in June, and 
met it up to 12,500 ft in July. Common at lower altitudes, c. 1000 
to 6000 ft. in winter (Rangpo, Singtam, Martam, Dikehu, Singhik, 
Rinchinpong, Chungthang, Gangtok, Lachen). 

Affects tile middle storey in forest, and shrubby growth. 

DISTRIBUTION ouTsmE SIKKIM : Nepal, Bhutan to E. Assam. The 
paler race whistleri occupies the W. Himjilayas from Kashmir to 
Garhwal and N. Kumaon. Other races extend the species through 
N. Burma and Thailand to Yunnan. 

GENERAL HABITS : Very common and abundant in its winter range. 
Singly in undergrowth, as well as several in association with me 
mixed hunting parties of small babblers, flycatchers and leaf warblers. 
Actions and behaviour typically phylloscopine. Utters a sharp single 
note, chiw, every few seconds while working through the shrubbery. 
The short LeiothrixAike song heard in the breeding season is 
reminiscent of that of the more familiar S. xanthoschistos, but un- 
mistakable once known. 

NESTING : Certainly breeds up to 9000 ft., where Schafer collected 
juveniles in August (Lachen). Season — ^June-July. Nest — ^ball-shaped, 
of bamboo leaves, root fibres, moss, etc., lined with moss and lichen. 
Placed on the ground on a sloping bank, in thick growth of weeds 

and bracken, or amongst the expose roots of a tree, in forest. Eggs* 

4 or 5, pure white; about 16 X 12 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERiSTTCS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC I Thc Survey specimens 
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(3 6dy 2 o?) measure: Wing 54-60; bill 11.5-13; tarsus 19-20; tail 43.5- 
51 min. 

Schafer’s large series gives Wing 9 <S 6 55-60 (av, 57.9); 10 9 9 51-50 
(av, 53.2) mm. (Stresemann). 

Iris brown; upper mandible homy brown, lower yellow or orange-yellow; 
legs, ^ feet and claws yellowish brown. 


THE GREYHEADED FLYCATCHER-WARBLER 

Seicercus xanthoschistos xanthoschistos (Gray) 
Phyllopneuste xanthoschistos ‘Hodgson’ = Gray, 1846, Cat. Marnms. Birds 
Nopal : 65, 151 — Nepal. 


F.B.i. 2: 489 

LOCAL NAME: 

size: Sparrow—. 

FiEU> CHARACTERS; Ahovc, ushy grey and yellowish olive-green. 
Crown dark ashy grey with an ill-defin^ paler mesial band. Sides 
of head and neck grey. A prominent long wliite supercilium and a 
blackish line through eye. Tail brown, edged widi green, with the 
inner webs of the outer pair of feathers on either side wliite. Below, 
bright yellow. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Common between c. 1000 and 7000 ft 
elevation, with a slight seasonal altitudinal movement (Dikchu, 
Singhik, Kewzing, Rinchinpong, Gangtok, Pemionche). Affects the 
lower and middle storey in forest, and also foliage canopy of tall 
trees. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan. The Himalayas 
west of Nepal and up to the Afghan border are occupied by the 
paler rac*e cUbo-supercilmm'; east of Bhutan the darker and more slaty 
race fUwoguians occurs in the Mishmi Hills. The species extends to 
N. Burma, 

GENERAL HABITS: Activc and restless; similar to other flycatcher- 
warblers and to tlie leaf warblers. Like them, commonly associates 
with the mixed hunting parties in forest. Has a distinctive high- 
pitched call-note, and in the breeding season a pleasing and lively but 
monotonous little song. 

nesting: Season — April-May. Nest — a domed structure of moss, 
lined with vegetable down etc. Placed on the ground in a pocket in 
a sloping bank, or among the exposed roots of a tree. Eggs — 3 or 4, 
pure wmte, about 16X12 mm. 

BACiAL cHARACTERisru::s, MEASUREMiia^rs, ETC: Two 6 6 coUected by the 
Survey measure: Wing 55-58; bill 11-12; tarsus 19; tail 39.5-40 mm. 

Seven specimens in Schiifer’s Sikkim collection have Wing 49 (9) to 55 
(6) min. (Stresomami). 

Iris brown; upper mandible horny brown, lower orange-yellow; legs and 
feet brownish ilesh with a yellow tinge; claws pale flesh colour. 
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THE GBEYCHEEKED FLYCATCHER-WARBLER 

Seicercus poliogenys (Blyth) 

Culidtwta poliogenys Blyth, 1M7, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengai 16; 441 — 

Darjeeling. 


F.B.I. 2: 491 

LOCAL NAME: 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD ciiARAcrEHS : Differs from S. xanthoschistos chiefly in the 
lower plumage being not wholly bright yellow, but with chin and 
lower cheeks pale grey. The white in the tail applies to three outer 
feathers on each side instead of two. 

General colour sclieme like the Greyheaded Flycatcher, Cviicicapa 
ceylatiensis (p. 146) but with a white ring round eye as conspicuous 
as in the White-eye, Zosterops. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: No Specimens collected in Sikkim by tlie 
Survey or Schafer. Acc'ording to Stevens, occurs in moderate numbers 
at c. 4700 in the Rungbong Valley; also observed sparingly at c. 
10,(X)0 fl. on Singalila Ridge in April and May. In Bhutan, Ludlow 
obtained it at 3000 and 6000 ft. in November. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal, Bhutan to extreme E. Assam 
north and south of the Bralimaputra; Manipur, Yunnan. 

GENERAL HABITS *, Phylloscopinc; typical of this group of tiny birds 
aptly named ‘flycatcher-warblers*. 

NESTING : No authentic record for Sikkim. "Nest and eggs similar 
to the last. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEAsuREMENi’s, ETC : The Fauna gives for d 9 
Wing 50-55; tail 40-42 mm. 

Iris dark brown; upper mandible dark brown, lower yellow; legs and feet 
pale yellowish brown. 


THE CHESTNUT-HEADED FLYCATCHER-WARBLER 

Seicercus castaniceps castaniceps (Hodgson) 

Ahromis castaniceps Hodgson, 1845, tn Blytli, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 
14: 593—Nepal. 

Plate 22, fig, 2 (facing p. 273) 


F.B.I. 2 : 492 
LOCAL name: 
size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : The OTily Seicercus in Sikkim that is not mainly 
bright yellow on the underoarts. Differs from S. xanthaschisios 
(p. 237) in having the chin, throat and upper breast bluish grey in- 
stead of the entire underparts yellow. Forehead and crown bright 
chestnut, bordered from above eye to nape by black laterd bands 
with a narrow white line below them. A conspicuous white ring 
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round eye. Upper back greyish olive-green, changing to bright 
yellow on rutnp and upper tail-coverts. Two yellow wing-'bars. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common up to c, 6500 ft. November 
to April (Rangpo, Singtam, Martam, Singhik, Gangtok). Sch^er 
obtained it at 6300 ft. (Gangtok) also on 16 June. In Bnutan, Ludlow 
found it locally distributed, and as high as 8000 ft. on 1 September. 
Collected in Nepal in February in the terai, and at 7500 ft in Aj^l 
(Ripley). 

Affects forest of oak and rhododendron, usually the foliage canopy. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, Assam, Manipur, 
N. Burma. The species extends to S. China and Malaysia. 

GENERAL HABITS: As of the genus. Usually seen in the mixed 
hunting parties of small babblers, nuthatches, flycatchers, leaf warblers, 
etc. TThe normal call note is described as a ‘quite distinctive, very 
loud, wren-like tsik\ 

NESTING: Season — May-June, at c. 6000 ft. and above. Nest — on 
the ground, dome-shaped, similar to tliose described. Eggs — 4 or 5, 

E ure white, about 15 X 12 mm. The nests are commonly parasitized 
y the Emerald Cuckoo, Chdcites maculatus. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTIC'S, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Specimens collected by the 

Sikkim Survey (5 9 V, 1 o?) measure: Wing 47-50; bill 9.5-10; tarsus 17-17.5; 
tail 35.5-37.5 mm. 

Schafer’s Sikkim skins give Wing 1 c? 52, 1 9 48 mm. 

Iris brown; upper mandible homy brown; lower ycsilowish flesh colour; legs 
and feet yellowish brown or olive-brown; claws horny brown. 


THE YELLOWBELLIED FLYCATCHER-WARBLER 

Abrascopm supercilians alhigularis (Blyth) 

Abrornis albigtilaris Blyth, 1861, Froc\ Zool. Soc. Londuii: 200 — Sikkim. 


F.BJ:. 2: 494 
LOCAL name: 
size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD chabactebs: Above, forehead brownish, changing to oily 
green on crown and rest of upper ps^. A broad white supercilium 
from nostril to nape. A dark brown line under it from lores to behind 
eye. Tail brown, edged outwardly with olive-green and inwardly 
with cinnamon. Below, chin, throat, and upper breast white; rest of 
lower plumage bright yellow. Sexes alike. 

STATUS and habitat : Met with by the Survey only at low 
elevations, 1000 to 3500 ft, between November and April (Rangpo, 
Singtam, Martam^ as also recorded by Stevens. In the foliage canopy 
and middle stor^ in mixed bamboo forest 

DiSTBiBunoN outside SIKKIM: Bhutan to E. Assam, north of the 
Brahmaputra River. Mishmi Hills birds are darker and attributed 
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to the race dix^sticm. The species, in other races, ranges to Burma, 
Yunnan, Malaysia. 

GENERAL HABITS I Not different from those of Seicercus, nor 
appreciably from Pluflloscopus. 

NESTING ; In spite of the close superficial similarity in appearance, 
habits, and behaviour of tliis genus widi Seicercus (from which it 
differs only in possessing ten tail feathers against twelve) the nests 
and eggs of the two are quite different. Hie only nesting record 
of this species in ‘Sikkim’ (Gammi^ is at 1800 ft. elevation on 15 June. 
The nest, of bamboo leaves and soft fibres, was placed inside a 
hollow bamboo stem with the bird’s entrance through a notch hacked 
by some villager. It contained 3 eggs, dull pinky white, frecUed 
or mottled with brownish or puiplish rod, more densely at the broad 
end forming a cap or zone. Size about 16X11 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Specimens collected by the 
Survey (1 d, 1 o?) measure: Wing 52.5-54; bill 12; tarsus 18.5-20; tail 
42.5-44 mm. 

Iris brown; bill horny brown, pinky plumbeous at base of lower mandible; 
legs and feet brownish flesh colour. 


THE BLACKFACED FLYCATCHER-WARBLER 

Ahroacopm schisticeps schisiicep^s (Gray) 

CuHcipeta schisticejos Gray, 1846, Cat. Mamms. Birds Nepal: 67, 153 — N(*pal. 

Plate 22, fig. 3 (facing p. 273) 


F.B.i. 2: 496 

LOCAL NAME: 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHARACTERS .' Ahove, line of forehead, lores, and around ©ye 
black. Upper forehead, and broad supercilium to nape bright deep 
yellow. Crown to upper back slaty grey-blue; rest of upper plumage 
olive-green, yellower on nirnp. Wings and tail brown edged with 
green: the latter with white inner webs to the two outermost feathers 
on each side. Belotv, bright yellow, paling to whitish on centre of 
abdomen and vent. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: According to Stcveus generally distributed 
in the Sikkim Himalayas up to about 5500 ft. elevation, but un- 
common. Neither the Survey nor Schafer procured specimens. 
Affects the foliage canopy in heavy forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal. Birds from Bhutan go 
better with the east Himalayan race pavknentalis. The species, in 
other races, is found in Assam, Manipur, N. Burma, Yunnan. 

GENERAL HABITS: As of the genus. Usually seen high up in tlie 
foliage canopy amongst the mixed hunting parties of tinies. In 
this restless activity, as Stevens mints out, it may, on colour alone, 
be quite easily confused with the diminutive Yellowbellied Fant^ 
Flycatcher (R. hypoxantha ) — also a very regular ingredient. 
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nesting: The only nest taken in Sikkim was by Cammie at 
G. 5500 ft. on 29 May, containing 5 hard-set ^gs. In a natural 
cavity in a small tree, 5 ft. above ground, lined wim bamboo leaves, 
and with a small entrance. The eggs, similar to the last, measured 
about 15x11 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASuREMFNi's, ETC: Differs froni the Bhutan 
and east Himalayan population in having the canary yellow of the throat 
extending on breast and flanks. In flavimerUalis the yellow is restricted to the 
throat and upper breast only, making the underparts look much whiter. 

The Fauna gives the measurements (d 9) as: Wing 46-48; tail 40-42 mm. 
Iris dark brown; bill dark homy brown, paler on lower mandible; legs and 
feet pale yellowish brown. 


THE BROADBILLED FLYCATCHER-WARBLER 

Ahroscopm hodgsoni hodgsoni (Moore) 

Alfwrnis? hodgsoni Moore, 1854, in Horsfield & Moore, Cat. Birds 
Mils. E. 1. Co. 1 : 412 — Nepal. 


F.B.I. 2: 500 

LOCAL NAME: 

SIZE: Spari'ow— . 

FiEU) CHARACTEits : A tiuy, brightly coloured bird very like 
Seicercus in appearance but with a bigger, blunter bill, and with long 
hairs extending from its base beyond the tip (reminiscent of the 
barbets), thougli hardly noticeable except in a specimen in the hand. 

Above, olive-green, yellowish on rump, chestnut on forehead and 
crown. Lores and sides of head grey, with a paler grey short 
suixjrcilium. Inner welis of the two outennost tail feathers on each 
side white. Below, chin, throat, and breast grey; re.st of lower 
plumage bright yellow. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not collected by the Sikkim Survey or by 
Schiifer. Steven.s records it between 3800 ft. (July) and 6000 ft. 
(March), but in the Chicago Museum of Natural History there is a 
specimen collected by him at Jeluk, c. 9000 ft., on 11 April. 

Affects undergrowth at the edge of forest. 

DISTRIBUTION oursiDE SIKKIM: Besides Sikkim apparently only 
known from Mt Victoria (Cliin Hills), Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS : Unlike Seicercus and otlier species of Abroscopus 
keeps mosdy to diick undergrowth and not to the foliage canopy of 
trees, nor normally with the mixed hunting parties. Hops about 
singly in shmbbery in the manner of the Taifor Bird or tne bush- 
warblers (pp. 217 sqq.), CcM: described by Osmaston as a single, long- 
drawn, very shrill whistloj followed after a short pause by two 
notes, the second of which is lower. The song according to 
Heinrich consists of a sharp, thin warble. 

nesting: The only nest known was taken by B. B. Osmaston at 
c. 6800 ft. in Sikkim on 6 June, in a thicket of saplings in lofty 
16 
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forest. Nej# — ^roughly ^gg-shaped, of dry bamboo leaves lined with 
black rhizomorplis and softer bamboo leaves, with a tiny entrance 
hole near the top. It contained 3 eggs, pale claret, spotted, streaked 
and speckled with darker claret markings, chiefly at the broad end. 
Size about 16x12 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERiiiTics, MEAsuREMEN”is, mc : Steveiis gi vcs the measure- 
ments of his two Sikkim skins as: 6 Wing 47.5; bill 8.5 mm.; 9 Wing 46.5; 
bill 10 mm. 

I measured a 6 collected by Stevens at Jeluk, now in the Chicago Museum 
as: Wing 46; bill 12; tarsus 21; tail 44 mm. 

Iris brown; bill horny brown, paler and more yellow at base of lower 
mandible; legs pale yellow or fleshy horn. 


THE GOLDENHEADED TAILOR BIRD 

Orthotomus cucullaius coronatm Blyth 

Orthotomus coronatus Blyth, 1861, Broc. Zoo/. Soc. London: 200 — Sikkim. 

Plate 22, fig. 5 (facing p. 273) 

F.B.I. 2: 516 {=PhylIergate9 coronal wi) 

LOCAL name: 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHABACTERS: General effect very like the familiar tailor 
bird of the plains. Above, olive-green, yellower on rump and upper 
tail-coverts. Forehead and crown chestnut; sides of head, neck and 
nape dark ashy grey. A .short yellow supercilium. Lores and a 
line behind eye dark brown. Be/ou>, cheeks silvery white; chin, 
throat and breast pale ashy white. Rest of lower plumage bright 
pale yellow. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident, probably at low and medium 
elevations as elsewhere in its range. Sikkim sp^imens in the British 
Museum do not give tlie heights. Not met with by the Loke-Salim 
Ali Survey, nor recorded by Schafer or other recent collectors. 

DiSTRiBunoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Bhutan (?), Assam, Manipur, Burma, 
N. Thailand. . . ^ 

GENERAL HABITS: Actions and behaviour strongly reminiscent of 
Orthotornus sutorius. A great skulker. Keeps to thick undergrowth 
and bamboo jungle, singly or in small parties. Impossible to 
distinguish in the field from Abrmvajms hodgsoni except by its 
distinctive song. Smythies describes this as a four-noted whistle, 
‘the first two notes on the same pitch, the third a trill (three or 
four notes uttered very rapidly), and the fourth either higher or 
lower in pitch than the first two, the whole repeated in a remarkable 
number of different keys botji high and low'. 

NESTING : Not recorded in SiWeim. The nest is of the tailor bird 
type, and the eggs are also similar. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: III the hand this tailor bird 
can be readily told from the superficially similar Ahroscopus hodgsoni by its 
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longer and finer pointed bill and by the absence of the extraordinarily long 
hairs over it extending beyond its tip. Both species have some white on the 
inner webs of the two outermost pairs of rectrices : in A. hodgsoni the entire inner 
webs are white; in O. c. coronatus the white is restricted as a narrow edge to the 
inner webs. The measurements of the two species are almost overlapping. For 
this tailor bird the Fauna gives d 9 Wing 43-47; bill 13-15; tarsus c. 20; 
tail 34-41 mm. 

Iris brown; upper mandible horny blaclc, lower fleshy horn; legs and feet 
fleshy or pale yellowish. 


THE TAILOR BIRD 

Orthotmuus sutorius patia Hodgson 

Orthotomus patia Hodgson, 1845, Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 29 — Nepal. 

F.B.I. 2; 412 

LOCAL name; Patia (Nepali). 

SIZE: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CTHARACTERS : A restlcss little bird of shrubbery. Ab(we, 
olive-green with deep rufous forehead and crown and dark ashy 
nape. Pointed, graduated tail olive-green, carried cocked as in the 
Magpie Robin, with two elongated pin-sJiaped central featliers in 
breeding plumage. Below, buffy white. Bill straight and thin; legs 
comparatively long. Sexes alike, but female lacks the long central 
tail pins’. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Fairly common at the lower 
altitudes, up to c. 3000 ft. Sparingly also up to 5000 or 6000 ft 
(Rangpo, Martam, Dikehu, Pakyong, Rinchinpong, Gangtok). Affects 
open shrubbery, heilges, etc. in the neighbourhood of habitations, in 
resthouse compounds and the like. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal, Bhutan, Assam, East 
Pakistan, Burma. In many other races the species stretches from 
India to Thailand, China and Malaysia. 

GENERAL HABITS : Keeps singly or in pairs, hopping about in low 
bushes or on tilie ground at their base searching for food; rarely 
high up in trees. Food: caterpillars, moths and other insects and 
their eggs. Also flower nectar. Ccdl: a distinctive toimt-fowit-towit 
or pitcnik-pitchik-pitchik, unexpectedly loud for its size, which makes 
it oftener heard than seen. In addition to these normal calls I found 
some notes of Sikkim birds to be particularly loud and quite unlike 
any heard in the plains. 

NESHNC: Semon — May to July. Nest — a rough cup of soft fibres 
and vegetable down placed within a funnel or cone formed by folding 
over and stitching along the edges a large broad leaf, or severd 
smaller leaves together; normally under 3 ft. from the ground. The 
stitching materiaf is cotton wool or vegetable down, cleverly twisted 
mto yam and knotted to prevent the sewing becoming undone. 

3 or 4, reddish or bluish white, usually spotted with brownish 
Size about 16x11 mm. 
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RACIAL c^AiiACTERisTics, MEASURKMKN'FS, ETC: This rac© is mucH darker 
than the ad|oining west Himalayan (and all-Indian} guzurata, being more 
olive-green» less yellowish green, above. The for&head and crown at© deep 
rufous instead of chestnut, and tlie nape a darker ashy. 

The Siklditi Survey specimens, all collected in December/January, measure: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

2 dc? 48^49 16 20-20.5 44-45 mm. 

2 9 9 49-50 14.5-16.5 20-20.5 57.5-41.5 mm. 

Iris orange-brown; upper mandible homy brown, lower flesh coloui*; legs 
and feet brownish flesh; claws horny brown. 


THE RUFOUS WREN-WARBLER 

Prinia rufescetis rufesceris Blytli 

Prinia rufescens Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asdat. Soc. Bengal 16: 456 — Arakan. 

F.B.I. 2: 427 

LOCAL name: 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD characters: A slim, skulking wren-warbler, with longish 
partly-cocked tail. Above, forehead, crown and nape ashy brown. 
A white line from nostril over eye. Rest of upper plumage rufous- 
brown, brighter and more rufous on wings ana tail. Tau feadiers 
tipped with black and rufescent white. Beloto, pale fulvous. Sexes 
alike. 

status and habitat: Met witli by the Sikkim Survey only up to 
c. 3000 ft. elevation (Rangpo, Singtam, Martam) in November/ 
December. AflFects low herb^age on openly wcx)ded hillsides. 

In Bhutan, Ludlow collected specimens at 2000-3000 ft. in Novem- 
ber, 3250 ft. in June, and 4000 ft in October. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas, up to moderate 
elevations, from Kumaon through Nepal and Bhutan to E. ASsam, 
north and south of tlie Brahmaputra. Also peninsular India, Burma, 
Tliailand, Yunnan, Annam. 

GENERAL HABITS: Keeps singly or in twos and threes to heavy 
low Eupatorium and other scrub on openly forested and tenrace- 
cultivatTO hillsides. A great skulker; seldom shows itself except for 
momentary glimpses as it makes short jerky flights of a few yards 
to dive into the undergrowth again. Thereafter its presence is 
revealed only by the slight movement of the herbage which marks its 
hidden progress through the stems and rootstocks. Occasionally it 
may also be found with hunting parties of small undergrowth-skulking 
babblers such as Stachyris. I found it very silent, but its notes are 
described as similar to those of Franklin's Wren-Warbler, as indeed 
are most of its actions and behaviour. 

nesting: Presumably breeds in Sikkim, but no authentic record* 

racial CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENT.S, ETC: Specimens collected by the 
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Sikkim Survey (2 9 9, 1 o?) measure: Wing 43-45; bill 12.5-13; tarsus 
19-20.5; tail 47-54 mm. 

Iris orange-brown; upper mandible homy brown, lower pale flesh colour; 
legs and feet pale brownish flesh; claws homy brown. 


THE BLACKTHROATED HILL WARBLER 

Prinia atrogularis atrogulans (Moore) 

Suya airoffularis Moore, 1854, in Horsfield & Moore, Cat. Birds Mus, 
E. I, Co. 1 : xviii, 326 — Darjeeling. 


F.B.L 2: 523 

LOCAL name: 

size: Sparrow—; with a long tail c. 4 inches, 

FTEU) CHARACTERS : A Small, Streaked, brown warbler, with a long, 
pointed tail. Sommer: Above, dark olive-brown, darker and greyer 
on head and nai>e. Wings and tail rufous-brown. A distinct white 
cheek-stripe. No supercihum. Below, chin, throat and upper bne^ 
black. Lower breast and abdomen white, spotted and streaked with 
black. Rest of lower plumage fulvous, more ochraceous on flanks, 
thighs and under tail-coverts. Winter; Above, paler, streaked with 
blackish. A whitish supercilium. Lores and a band behind eye 
blackish. Below, throat and breast whitish streaked with black. Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Fairly common between c. 4500 
and 8500 ft. deviation (Dentiun, Rinchinpong, Chungthang, Penlom 
La, Gangtok, Lachung). Aflfects open hillsides with grass and scrub, 
sites of old hill ailtivatioii, etc. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Eastem Nepal, Bhutan, SE. Tibet. 
The race khmicma inhabits Assam and the Chin Hills. 

GENERAL HABITS: Skulks in tall grass and scrub, singly or in 
pairs, clambering among the stems and occasionally showing itself 
at the top. Flight feeble and jerky, typical of the wren-warblers. 
^^en alarmed shoots down a steep hillside with CTeat velocity, 
wings tmlled in and the long tail doubled over the back. CaJJ: a 
loud piy^ pty, pty like that of the Jungle Wren-Warbler of the 
plains. Sona: a monotonous, wheezy, reeling tsee-tswee-tsee-tswee 
etc. uttered from a bush-top. During the br^ding season the male 
indulges in a series of extravagant steeply undulating nose dives and 
wave crests in the air. Food: tiny insects. 

nesting: Season — May- June. Nest — globular, of grass, with a 
lateral entrance. Placed low down in a bush on a scrub-and-grass 
covert hillside. Eggs — ^very variable; white to salmon-pink or blue, 
blotched and speckl^ with reddish brown, usually with an ill-deflned 
ring round the broad end. Size about 17x13 mm. 

BACUL CHARACTEHISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Differs from the Assam race 
khasUma in having the upper plumage dark olive^brown instead of bri^t 
ferruginous-brown. 
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A specimen (d) collected by the Survey measures: Wing 51; bill 13.5; 
tarsus 21; tail (winter) 101 mm. Schld^er's Sikkim specimens (7 d 9) have 
Wing 45 (9) to 52 (d) mm. 

In summer (breeding) plumage the male's tail is longer than the female's, 
liis greyish brown; bill homy brown; legs and feet brownish flesh colour; 
claws homy brown. 


Subfamily Turdinae: Chats, Robins, Thrushes 

THE INDIAN BLUE CHAT 

Erithacus brunneus brunneus (Hodgson) 

Larvivora brunnea Hodgson, 1837, Jour. Asial. Soc. Bengal 6: 102 — Nepal. 

F.B.I. 2: 14 

LOCAL NAi^: Manzil-pho (Lepcha). 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD characters: Male: Above, lores, sides of head and neck 
black with a conspicuous long broad white supercilium. Rest of 
upper plumage including exposed portions of closed wings and tail, 
dark blue. Below, point of chin white, continued backwards as a 
narrow underline to the black cheeks. Chin, throat, breast and 
flanks bright chestnut; rest of undeiparts white. 

Femme: Above, olive-brown, tinged with russet on rump and 
upper tail-coverts. Wings and tail brown edged with fulvous mfous. 
Below, bright fulvous. 

status and habitat: Breeding at between 8000 and 11,000 ft. 
elevation in summer (Lachung, Lachen); absent in winter. Frequents 
dense undergrowth in forest. 

distribution outside SIKKIM : Summer, throughout the Himalayas 
from Ka.shmir to Bhutan. Winter, Himalayan foothills; Eastern and 
Western Ghats; Ceylon. 

general habits : Keeps singly or in separated pairs, flitting about 
or skulking in heavy unaergrowth of brambles etc. Hops mostly on 
ground, but also mounts into lower branches. Expands and jerks up 
tail from time to time, uttering a soft chr-r-r or chick-chick like a 
flycatcher. At intervals also a squeak, repeated about once a second. 
Song: a loud peep, peep, peep, slowly and deliberately repeated 
in ascending scale, followed by an explosive trill of 4 or 5 quick- 
repeated sweet notes (reminiscent of the song of the British Robin) 
ending abruptly. Food: insects and their larvae. 

NESTING : Season — May-Tune. Flest — a pad of dead leaves, weeds, 
moss, roots, etc. lined with hair and a few feathers. Placed on ground 
in de^ jungle, in the side of an earth bank or at the roots of a 
bramble or bracken bush. Eggs — 3 to 5, de^ 'Hedge-Sparrow" blue. 
Size about 20X15 mm. 
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RACIAL CHARACn':RI.STTCS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : <S 9 Wing 73-78; bill 15-10; 
tarsus c. 28; tail 45-50 ram. * 

Iris dark brown; bill blackish brown, pale flesh coloui’ at gape and cdiin; legs, 
feet and claws brownish flesh colour. 


THE EAST HIMALAYAN RUBYTHROAT 

Erithacus pectorcdis confusus (Hartert) 

Luscinia pectorcdis confusa Hartert, 1909, Vogel palaark. Fauna 1 : 740 — 

Sikkim. 


F.B.i. 2: 93 

LOCAL NAME; 

SIZE : Sparrow. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: A skulking, robin-like, ground-hopping bird. 
M(de: Above, forehead and short siipercilium white; forecrown 
blackish; sides of head black; rest of upper parts dark slaty grey. 
Tail slaty blackish brown with the later^ featners broadly white at 
base, and tipped with white. Below, chin and throat bright crimson; 
sides of crimson patch and breast black, fringed with olive-brown or 
ashy brown; rest of undeiparts white or wldtish. 

Female: Above, olive-brown with short dingy white superdlium; 
tail brown, without white except on tips. Below, chin and throat dull 
white; breast fulvous brown fading to fulvous white on abdomen. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : ? Not met with by the Survey, nor apparently 
by Meinertzhagen or Schafer. Blanford (in 1870) records it as 
common on the Chola Range, less abundant in N. Sikkim, in August- 
September at 12,000 ft., usually above the limit of forest, 

DISTRIBUTION: 'Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan in the transition zone 
between Himalayan and Tibetan facies. In winter Nepal terai, 
lower elevations in Sikkim, 3500-5000 ft. and probably lower, the 
Duars and N, Bengal' (Tioehurst, Ibi? 1940 : 330). The adjoining west 
Himalayan (typical) race pectoraiis stretches westward to Afghanistan. 
Visits many parts of peninsular India and a great part of SE. Asia 
in winter. The breeding range of the sp^es includes Siberia, 
Kamchatka, N. China. 

GENERAL HABITS: A great slculkcr. Keeps on the ground under 
bushes, or amongst boulders on screes and moraines. Normally tail 
cocked up jauntily, with wings drooping at sides, and twitched up 
from time to time. When aware of being watched, runs furtively, 
with swift mincing steps — almost glides — ^from bush to bush, head 
lowered and tail slightly raised. Utters a harsh ke like Turdoides, 
sometimes followed by a short snatch of song. Song (in breeding 
season) : short, pleasant, of Accentor quality, very like Pied 
Bushchat's, of three or four seconds' duration, repeated almost 
without intermission for half to one hour at a time from a bushtop. 
Food: insects. 

nesting: Little known. Nearest record {ram north of Chumbi 
Valley, c. 14,000 ft., 22 June. Nest — described as semi-domed, of 
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grass, in slight hollow in ground under a bush. Eggs — 3 or 4, dull 
green, fainuy freckled with reddish. Size about 23X15 mtn. 

RAciAJL GOARACTEaisiics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : Male differs from west 
Himalayan pectoralis in having the upper parts deep blackish slate, and the 
white forehead broader. Females of the two races not always separable. 

The Fauna gives Wing (d 9 ) as 68-75 mm.; according to Harteit up to 
77 mm. 

Iris brown; bill black, lighter at tip; legs and feet brown, fleshy brown or 
plumbeous brown. 


THE TIBET RUBYTHROAT 

Erithaciis pectoralis tschehaiewi (Przevalski) 

Calliope tschebaiewi Przevalski, 1876, Mongol i Str. Tangut 2: 44 — 
Kansu Mountains. 


F.B.I. 2: 94 

LOCAL NAME: 

SIZE : Sparrow. 

FIELD CHAHACTERS: Male distinguished from E. p, confma by 
presence of a broad white moustache. White at base of tail less 
extensive; white forehead less broad, i.e. not broader than supercilium. 

Female difficult to differentiate satisfactorily. 

This nibythroat is believe<^I to be the Tibetan fades representa- 
tive of the Himalayan species. It was obtained from ‘Native Sikkim' 
by Mandelli in March 1878 and may breed at the highest altitudes in 
northern Sikkim. Meinertzhagen did not come across it there in 
winter. 


THE COMMON RUBYTHROAT 

Erithacus calliope (Pallas) 

Motacilla calliope Pallas, 1776, Reise Russ. Reichs 3: 697 — Yenesei. 

Plate 14, fig. 6 (faring p. 145) 


F.B.I. 2: 91 

LOCAL name: 

SIZE : sparrow. 

FIELD characters : Male distinguished from the Himalayan Ruby- 
throat by its olive-broum upi>er parts, a white cheek-stripe in addition 
to the more conspicuous long white supercilium, and absence of white 
in the tail. Underparts dirty whitish. Scarlet throat-patch enclosed 
by a thin black loop. 

STATUS : Blanfoid saw this species in northern Sikkim occasionally 
in the latter part of September and more frequently in October — 
apparently on southward passage. He procured a specimen at 
Mome Shamdong, o. 15,000 ft., in Tibetan facies, on 19 September. 

According to Steven.s ‘it occurs in limited numWs throughout 
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the cold weather in suitable haunts on the Outer Ranges , . . ' 
Apparently neither Meinertzhagen nw Schafer came across it in 
hign northern Sikkim in winter. The recent Loke-Sdlim Ali Survey, 
which worked up “to c. 13,500 ft. (November to May), also failed to 
meet with it. 


THE GOLDEN BUSH BOBIN 

Erithacits chrysaem chrysaem (Hodgson) 

Tarftiger phrysaeus Hodgson^ 1845, Proc. Zoo/. Soc. London: 28— Nepal. 

Plate 14, fig, 7 (facing p. 145) 


F.B.i. 2: 95 

LOCAL name: Manshil-pho (Lepcha). 

size: Sparrow—. 

FiEiJ) CHAiucTERS : M(de: Abovc, lores, cheeks, ear-coverts, around 
eye, and line of forehead, black. Forehead to hindneck, and down 
middle of bac^k, olive. Superdlium, sides of back, rump, and upper 
tail-coverts, bright orange-yellow. Tail orange-yellow, broadly banaed 
at tip with black; central rectrices black with yellow bases to outer 
webs. Wings black, maigined with dull olive. Below, bright orange- 
yellow. 

Female: Abotye, olive-green; yellowish around eye and witli 
faint olive-yellow siipercilium. Beloio, yellow and olivaceous. 

Male, female and juvenile often' met in puzzling intermediate 
plumages. In all phases, colour pattern of tail diagnostic. 

STATUS AND HABITAT; Breeds at elevations of c. 10,000 ft to the 
limit of rhododendron scrub, c, 13,000-14,000 ft (Thangu, Karoonang). 
In winter down to between 7000 and 2500 ft. (Temi, Gangtrfc, 
Penlom-la). Affects thick bush jungle. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, SE. Tibet; Naga 
Hills, Manipur, NE. Burma, Yunnan, Tonkin, Szechwan. The adjoin- 
ing paler west Himalayan race whisi:len stretches to Hazara. 

CENERAi. HABITS: Unobtmsive; of robin-like bearing and move- 
ments. Hops about quietly under dense undergrowth in search of 
insect food; occasionally mounts to a bush-top. Has a harsh croak 
which betrays its presence; sometimes of several syllables, likened 
to ‘the subdued grinding of a few stones of an old-fashioned watch- 
man s rattle’. Said to have a ‘beautiful song^ in the breeding season; 
no details. 

NESTING : Semoii — May to July. A nest taken by Hickley as low 
as c. 8000 ft. (above Gangtok), Nest — a cup or jxid of moss, lined 
with wcK>l ana hair. Placed in a niche in an earth-bank amongst 
rlw^odendron scrub etc. Eggs — 3 or 4, pale verditer blue. Size 
about 20x15 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The Fauna givcs : 
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Slresemann measures a series collected by Schafer in Sikkim: Wing 8 ad. 
<S <S 67-73 (av. 69.3); 7 9 9 and imm. d d 63-68 (av. 64.4) mra. 

Iris dark brown; bill black, yellow on lower mandible and along commi.ssure, 
legs and feel fleshy. 


THE REDFLANKED BUSH ROBIN 

Erithactis cyanurus mfilatus (Hodgson) 

Nemura rufilata Hodgson, 1845, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 27 — Nepal. 

F.B.I. 2 : 99 

LOCAL name: Mangzhil-pho (Lepcha). 

SIZE: Sparrow. 

FIELD characters: Molc: Above, forehead, broad supercilium, 
rump, and upper tail-coverts bright ultramarine blue. Ear-coverts, 
lores, and around eye black. Rest of upper parts including exposed 
ixirtions of wings, deep purplish blue. Tail black, suffused with deep 
blue. Below, sides of head, tliroat neck, and breast deep purplish 
blue. Chin, throat, and rest of underparts white, sullied with ashy 
brown on breast. Sides of body orange-chestnut. 

Female: Above, rufous olive-brown; wing-coverts and flight 
feathers edged with rufous. Rump greenish blue; upper tail-coverts 
deep blue. Tail dark brown, the feathers edged with blue. Below, 
sides of head and neck, and whole breast ochraceous brown; chin 
and throat narrowly white down the middle. Abdomen white; rest 
of underparts ochraceous; sides of body orange-chestnut. Around 
eye white. 

STATUS AND HABITAT *. Fairly common. Breeding up to c, 14,000 ft. 
altitude; in winter down to between 7000 and 3500 ft. (Rinchinpong, 
Chungthang, Gangtok, Pemionche, Lingtam, Lachung, Thangu, 
Gnatong, Karponang, Yumthang, Cliola Range, etc.). 

Affects undergrowth of seecllings etc. in tall forest on hillsides — 
laurel, oak, rhododendron and conifers. 

DISTRIBUTION oittside SIKKIM: E. Nepal, Bhutan, S. Tibet and 
across to the Mishmi Hills. A.ssain hills and Manipur (winter only?); 
Burma, Yunnan, Kansu. The species ranges widely in Siberia 
(breeding); SE. Asia (winter). 

The adjoining paler west Himalayan race, pallicliora, stretches 
westward to Kashmir and the Afghan boundary, and i^erhaps beyond. 

GENERAL HABITS: Activc; unobtrusivc; typically robin-like. Usually 
seen in pairs in undeigrowth of .seedlings in forest, hopping in search 
of food. Sometimes mounting a low bush, whence it makes short 
flycatcher-like sorties in the air after winged insects. Incessantly 
flicks wings, and rapidly expands and closes tail. Cedi: a plaintive 
pheeou. Song poor, of three notes — ^the first and third being the 
same, the middle note a tone lower. 

NEsnNG: Semon — May-June. Nest — rough cup of moss, grass, 
roots and leaves, lined with wool and hair. Placed under the ex- 
posed roots of a large tree, or in a hollow on a steep hillside, sheltered 
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under heritage. Eggs — 3 to 5, chalky white, unmarked or faintly 
freckled with pale pink forming an ill-defined ring at the broad end. 
Size about 18x14 mm. Both sexes feed the young. 

BACiAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The Survcy Specimens 
measure; 



Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tafi 

1 <f 

81 

12.5 

24.5 

60 mm. 

2 99 

80-82 

13 

24-26 

62-64 mm. 


Stresemann measures a series collected by Schafer in Sikkim : Wing 6 
ad. c?c? 81-85 (av. 84.0); J2 9 9 and imm. c? 78-83 (av. 80.9) mm. 

Iris brown; bill horny brown or black; legs, feet and claws blackish brown; 
soles of feet whitish. 


THE WHITEBROWED BUSH ROBIN 

Erithacus indicus indicus (Vieillot) 

Sylvia indica Vieillot, 1817, Nouv Diet. d’Hist. Nat., nouv. ed., 11: 267 — 

India ( = Darjeeling). 

Plate 14, fig. 8 (facing p. 145) 


F.B.i. 2: 102 

LOCAL name: 

SIZE : sparrow, 

FIELD CHARACTERS : Male: AbovCy dull slate-blue with a diagnostic 
broad white supercilium from bill to nape. Lores, in front of and 
below eye, black; sides of head blackish blue. Tail black, suffused 
with blue. Wing quills blackish brown edged with olive-yellow. 
Below, orange-nifous, whitish on middle of abdomen. 

Female: Above, olive-brown with partially concealed white super- 
cilium to nape. Wings and tail brown, edged with rufous olive- 
brown. Below, ochraceous-— deepest on breast, whitish on abdomen. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not comnion. Normally between c. 1000 
and 11,000 ft. elevation. Mt?t witli by me at 11,000 ft. (Phalut) even 
at the end of December, and by Senafer at 12,500 ft (Changu) in 
February. As a population, however, probably has a lower ceiling 
in winter (Gangtox, Chiingtliang, Lachen, Lachung). Affects similar 
facies to that of the RecSlanked Bush Robin — tall forest on steep 
hillsides with undergrowth of seedlings, bracken and low bushes. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Garhwal (?); Nepal, Bhutan, Khasia 
Hills, N. Cachar. The spedes extends to Chwanben, Szechwan, 
Yunnan and Tonkin. 

GENERAL HABITS : Robin-like and similar to the two described; but 
little known. Baker has recorded it mounting into large leafy trees 
to feed on insects, making occasional sallies into the air after them. 

nesting; No record iFor Sikkim. Season — elsewhere May-June, 
Nest — an untidy loose cup or pad of soft dry grass and dry moss, 
lined with fine fern-roots. Placed on the ground amoM the exposed 
roots of a tree or in a hollow under a stone. Eggs^ or 4, 
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indistinguishable from those of the Redflanked Bush Robin. Size 
about 18x14 mm. 

RACIAL cHARAcmmisTios, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: A Survey spedmen (6) 
measures Wing 79; bill 14; tarsus 28; tail 64 mm. Schafer’s skins from Sikkim 
give Wing 3 drf 79, 80, 82; I 9 77 mm. 

Iris brown; bill brownish black; legs and feet gr^sh brown; daws homy 
brown, 


THE RUFOUSBELLIED BUSH ROBIN 

Erithacus hyperythrw (Blyth) 
lanihia kyperythra Blvtli, 1847, Jour. Asiat, Soc. Bengo/ 16: 132 — 

Darjeeling. 


F.B.I. 2; 103 

LOCAL name: 

size: Sparrow. 

FIELD characters: Male: Readily distinguished from the Red- 
flanked Bush Robin by the sides of the body being uniformly 
coloured with the rest of undemarts. Ahooe, forehead continued 
behind as supercilium, upper tail-coverts, and patch at shoulder of 
wing bright ultramarine blue. Lores, in front of eye, and ear-coverts 
blade. Rest of upper plumage, with sides of head and neck, deep 
purplish blue. Wing quills and tail black edged with purplish blue. 
Below, orange-chestnut; only vent and under tail-coverts white. 

Female: Mtove, rufous olive-brown; sides of head tinged fulvous. 
Short superdlium, and rump slaty blue; upper tail-coverts deep blue. 
Below, rich ochraceous — ^browner oq breast, brightest at sides of 
abdomen; white on vent and under tail-coverts. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Rare and little known. Has been recorded 
between 4000 and 12,000 ft. altitude (Singhik, Toong, Gangtok, 
Kaiponang, Changu, Phalut) in .scrub undergrowth of dwarf 
rhododendron etc. on forested hillsides. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Known Only from Nepal and some 
Assam hills (Abor, Miri and Khasia). 

general habits : Similar to other bush robins, but little spedfically 
recorded. 

R.ACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The Fauna glVCS iOt ($9 

Wing 75-79; bill 10; tarsus c, 24; tail .52 .55 min. Against this 3 cf c? in 
the Schafer Sikkim collection have Wing 79, 80, 81 (Stresemann). 

Iris brown; bill black; legs and feet homy brown. 
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THE WHITETAILED BLUE BUSH ROBIN 

Cincliditmi leucurum (Hodgson) 

Mttscisyhia letwura Hodgson, 1845, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 27 — ^Nepal. 

F,B.L 2: 106 

LOCAL name: Mangshia (Lepcha). 

size: Sparrow +. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : Male: Above, black suffused with blue. Fore- 
head, supercilium, and a patch on wing-shoulder bright cobalt blue. 
Lores, and sides of head and neck black; a concealra white patch 
on each side of neck. Wings black, with bluish edges. Tail largely 
white on basal portions of all except middle and outermost pairs ot 
feathers which are black. Belom, deep black, a few feathers on 
abdomen blue-fringed. Posterior flanks and under tail-coverts fringed 
with wliite, 

Fenude: Rufescent brown. Wings and tail brown, edged with 
feri^inous; the latter with the basal white patches smaller. 

The conspicuous white patches in the tail of both sexes are 
diagnostic. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Fairly common at moderate altitudes, 
c. 3500 to 8000 ft. (Rishap, Lebong, Gangtok, Pemionche). Affects 
undergrowth of low bushes in shady forest, especially at the edge 
of mule paths, firelines and streams. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan (?), Dafla Hills, 
Assam, Manipur, Burma, N. Tliailand, Yunnan, Indochina, S. China. 

GENERAL HABITS : Shy and silent. Keeps singly. Hops on ground 
in search of insects and flies up into lower branches when disturbed, 
like Blueheaded Rock Thrush. There slowly expands its conspicuous 
white-and-black tail, and presently descends to the ground again. 
The male has a fine song in the breeding season. 

NESTING : Season — May-June. Nest — a compact deep cup, or 
domed structure with .side entrance, of fine roots intermixed with 
leaves, and with a little moss on the outside. Placed in a crack or 
hole in the face of a vertical rock, or hollow in earth bank or road- 
side cutting. Eggs — 3 or 4, pale cream or buff, densely and minutely 
stippled all over with pale reddish clay colour, producing a pinky 
overall apiiearance. Size about 24X17 mm. 

BAGTAL CHARACTEBiSTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: A Sikkim Survey spec^imcn 
(d) measures: Wing 97; bill 18; tarsus 27.5; tail 81. A Schafer has Wing 
93 mm. 

Iris brown; legs and feet black. 
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THE BLUEFRONTED ROBIN 

Cinclidium frorUale frontde Blyth 
Cinclidium froniale Blytii, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal H: 181 — Sikkim. 

Plate 23, fig. 3 (facing p. 288) 


F.B.I, 2: 107 

LOCAL name: 

size: Bulbul. 

FIELD characters ; Sex for sex very like tlie Wliitetailed Blue Bush 
Robin (p. 253) and easily mistakable for it; but absence of white 
patches in tail diagnostic. 

status and habitat: Rare and little known. Not met with by 
Stevens, Meinertzhagen or Schafer, nor by the recent Sikkim 
Ornithological Survey. In the British Museum there are old sldns 
collected in Sikkim, without proper data. Described as a forest 
bird, ‘apj>arently between 6000 and 10,000 feet\ 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Not known from adjoining Nepal 
or Bhutan, or from elsewhere in the Himalayas. Recorded from 
farther south-east, in Tonkin and Laos. 

GENERAL HABITS: From its long tarsus, presumably robin-like, 
but nothing specifically recorded. 

NESTING : Unknown. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUHEMEN'LS, ETC: Tail graduated and longer 
than in C. leucurum. Tarsus also much longer. The Fauna gives the measure- 
ments (from Sikkim specimens in the British Museum) as: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

d d 83-91 14-15 37-38 75-80 mm. 

9 9 81-82 13 ~ 78 mm. 

Bill black; legs and feet bro\\Ti. 


HODGSON’S GRANDALA 

Grandala cdelicolor cdelicolor Hodgson 
Grandala cuelicoUir [.vie] Hodgson, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 447 — 

Nepal. 

Plate 23, fig. 2 (facing p. 288) 


F.B.I. 2: 89 

IX)CAL NAME: 

size: Between Bulbul and Myna. 

FIELD characters: Reminiscent of a rock thrush at rest; of a 
starling in flight. 

Adult Mme: Entire plumage above and below glistening, silky, 
bright purple-blue, brighter on rump and upper tail-coverts. Wings 
and tail black. 

Female: Above, broum, streaked with fulvous white, with slight 
blue tinge on nimp and upper tail-coverts. Wings and tail brown, 
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the former with a prominent white wing-spot or 'mirror'; some of the 
secondaries tipped white. Below, chin dull fulvous; rest brown, 
streaked with pale fulvous. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident at very high altitudes, c. 15,000 to 
17,000 ft., hardly descending in winter unless forced down temporarily 
by heavy snowalls and severe weather, and then not bdow c. 
9000 ft. (Lachen, Lachung, Thangu, Yumthang, Gyagong, Natu La, 
Phalut). Aflfects mountainous country in the nigh alpine zone just 
below the snow-line; rocky slopes with Hwpophae bushes, at its 
lowest winter limit (Lachen and Lachung valleys). 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Kashmir, Spiti, Garhwal, Nepal, 
Bhutan. N. Burma, Chwanben, Szechwan to N. Kansu. 

GENERAL HABITS : Gregarious. Ke^ in dose-packed flocks, 
sometimes (in winter) of several hundred birds together — ^in one 
instance (Lachen, February 1952) estimated at 1000+ . This swarm 
kept circling high over tlie valley in a massed cloud', chiefly 
gliding, with occasional wine beats. The cloud appeared as though 
wafted here and there by the wind. From time to time the birds 
would drop steeply like rain more or less in unison to settle on 
tall leafless trees, covering the top branches in dense clusters like 
starlings at the roost. Every Uttle while, for no apparent reason, the 
swarm would suddenly take wing, cirde aloft and tumble again into 
another tree in a restricted ‘beat’ of rocky mountainside. A nervous 
restlessness seemed to pervade the swarm, and for the several days 
it was under observation the same behaviour prevailed. When 
settled on a tree the birds could be approached quite closely, which 
showed that the restlessness was unconnected witli our intrusion. 
Their taking off suddenly, flying in a close-packed rabble and circling 
back to the tree remind^ me of the behaviour of a flock of Greyhead- 
ed Mynas {Sturnm mulabarica) feeding on a flowering Bofnbax. The 
long pointed wings, slightly forked tail, style of flight, and the habit 
of clustering on bare tree-tops are distinctly starling-like. The general 
sliape, while at rest, is reminiscent of the rock tlirush (e.g. Monttcoia 
soUtarid), and a peculiar prolongation of the posterior part of the 
body heightens the resemblance. 

This swarm, and other smaller flocks at Lachen, were feeding 
exclusively on the abundant, sour, juicy* berries of Hippophae 
stdicifolia Don. Certain patches on die mountainside were favoured, 
while equally laden tliicKets in neighbouring ravines were ignored. 
A circling flock would suddenly tumble into a food tree jostling 
and crowding in on the fruit-bearing branches, devour the berries 
ravenously for a brief spell — sometimes just diree or four berries 
hurriedly and in great apparent nervousness — then they would as 
suddenly take to wing and resume the interminable circling around. 
From a cluster of birds in a tree-top three or four to a dozen would 
launch out in the air every now and again like an Artmnm or Merops 
— to circle back to the perch, literally tumbling into the tree when a 
few feet above. Definitely not hawking insects though the actions are 
clearly suggestive of this. 

The great preponderance of adult males over $-plumaged birds 
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in the flocks was very marked. The same disparity was also noted 
by Schafer in eastern Tibet, though Meinertzhagen round some flocks 
composed entirely of .9-pIumaged birds in N. Sikbm (Decembeir 
1925). Meinertzhagen has recorded that (on die ground) ‘they hop, 
and are fond of jumping chat-like on to a rock’. 

Voice and call: In winter an occasional short ttvit was uttered 
by individuals, but on the whole very silent. In the breeding season, 
according to Schafer, the male has a ringing, finch-like, scolding 
call diurdi di diu, and the female a shrill dee dee dee. Food: insects 
(moths), and berries {Hippophae, Vacciniwn, etc.). 

NESTING : No record for Sikkim, and very little known. 
Apparendy flocks do not break up into pairs for breeding, neither 
do diey nest in colonies. The meagre records suggest the season 
as May to July. Seven cf cf (including one in 9 plumage) in the 
Chicago Museum of Natural History, collected by V. S. La Personne 
at Thangu, ‘18, OCX) ft’ (?), 21-23 May 1931, have the testes sketched 
on their labels as c. 9X6 mm., therefore presumably ready to breed. 
Four 9 9 widi the same data, however, are shown with no gonadal 
development 

HACiAL CHARACTiSRiSTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: A scries collected by tlie 
Sikkim Survey measures: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

6 dd ad. 146-152 19.5-21 28.5-31 84-91 mm. 

3 9 $ 140-147 19.5-20 28.5-30 77.5, 81, 87 mm. 

Iris hazel; bill black, yellow at gape; inside mouth (both sexes) bright lemon 
yellow; legs and feet black. 


HODGSON’S SHORTWING 

Hodgsonim phoenicu^oides pJioenictiroides (Gray) 
Bradypierm phaonicurcicles [sic] Gray, 1846, Cat. Mamms. Birds Nepal: 70, 

Nepal. 


F.B.L 2: 21 

LOCAL name: 

SIZE : Bulbul. 

FIELD characters : Male: General effect reminiscent of the 
Magpie Robin. Head, entire upper parts, throat and breast slaty 
blue; tail blue-black with a conspicuous chestnut patch on either 
side near base. Abdomen wlrite. A white patch near base of 
primaries (on bastard wing) ajnspicuous in flight and when wings 
drooped. 

Female: Above, olive-brown with rufous tinge on margins of 
wings and tail, the latter with the chestnut patch near base, as in 
male. Below, ochraceous, suffused with brown on breast and flanks; 
abdomen whitish. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Apparently rare. Stevens records it in the 
Sikidm Himalayas between c. 3000 and 5000 ft. elevation (September 
to February), but it doubtless goes higher in summer, as in the 
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we^em Himalayas (7500 to 11»000 ft.). Affects tmdemrovvth of 
moaarately high shrubs ou open hillsides and outskirts rf forest 
piSTRiBUTtoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas from the Khagan 
Valley and Kashmir to Bhutan (and NE. Assam); Yunnan, fte 
species extends to Szechwan, Kansu, Kuku Nor. Also recorded 
from Indochina. 

genebal HABITS: Shy and retiring. Keeps singly, mostly on the 
ground in scrub and undergrowth, hopping or running about in 
search of insect food. Utters a harsh metallic trick-trichtrich 
usually carried spread out and depressed, with the wings partially 
dipping at the sides. In this position tire chestnut pat^es on the 
tail, as ^so the white patch on me wing, are prominent and diagnos- 
tic. Tail sometimes flicked up momentarily and cocked over the 
back. Sings from the centre of bushes or higher trees, with t£^ 
held up vertically and fanned out. Song: a somewhat mournful, 
whistling soliloquy pe-pee-pii (accent on the middle syllable), re- 
miniscent of snatches of the Magpie Robin s song. Distinctive, but 
intriguing until definitely placed. Sings early mornings and late 
evenings; often even in moonlight. 

nesting: Semon — not recorded in Sikkim. In the western 
Himalayas, June-July. Ne^t — cup-shaped, of coarse grass, dead 
leaves, etc. lined with fine grass, feathers or fur. Usually placed 
in low bushes up to 3 ft. from the ground. Eggi? — 3, exceptionally 
beautiful, de^ greenish blue (dark jade). Size about 23x16 mm. 
Both parents feed the young, but whether, and to what extent, they 
share in nest-building and incubation is undetermined. 

RACIAL CHARACTERisncs, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Has the typical shoit 
rounded wings and long tarsus of other shortwings {Brachypteryx}, but differs 
in possessing a comparatively long tail. Measurements : d 9 Wing 73-77; bill 
c. 15; tarsus c. 30; tail 75-82 min. (Fauna). 

Iris brown; bill plumbeous olive, paler on lower mandible and yellowish at 
gape; legs and feet plumbeous olive. 


THE BLUEFRONTED REDSTART 

Phoenicurus frontalis (Vigors) 

Phoenicufa frontalis Vigors, 1832, Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 172 — Himalayas. 

F.B.I. 2: 69 

LOCAL name: Tak-tiiriri-pho (Lepcha). 

SIZE : Sparrow. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: Male: Above, forehead and supercilium bright 
blue; rest of head, and back, dark blue; rump orange-chestnut; tail 
largely chestnut with black terminal band. Below, chin and throat 
dark blue; rest of underparts orange-chestnut. 

Fenude: Above, fulvous brown; tail as in male. Below, throat and 
breast fulvous brown, paler on chin; rest of nnderparts orange-brown. 

STATUE ANP harTtat: A commoii high-dievation redstart, breeding 
up to at least 15,000 ft. In winter oown to between c. 9000 and 
17 
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3000 ft. (Dikchu, Singfaik, Chungthang> Kewziug, Rinchinpong, 
Gangtok, iiachen, Lachung, Yumthang, Thangu, Manshitang, 
Cyagong). liardly ever descends to the plains. Frequents rocky 
grass-covered slopes, rhododendron and juniper scrub, yak pastures 
and rock moraines near or above the tree-line in summer* 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Summer, tiiroughout the high 
Himalayas from Afghanistan and Gilgit, tlirough Kashmir, to S£. 
Tibet. Winter, lower elevations in the same; also Assam hills, Naga 
Hills, Manipur, NE. Burma, N. Yunnan, Szechwan, Kansu, etc. 

GENERAL HABITS : Keeps Singly or in widely separated pairs. 
Perches upright; constantly flicks tail jerkily up and down in the 
manner of tlie Whitecapped Redstart — ^not shivered or flirted as in 
the Common Redstart (F. ochruros). Descends to ground from 
boulder or bush from time to time to pick up an insect, and flies 
off to another perch nearby widiin its feeding area. Occasionally 
takes winged insects in the air. Utters a low, clicking prit-prit. 
Male has a sweet song during the breeding season when he becomes 
pugnacious and intolerant of otliers of his kind, 

nesting; Season — May-June. Nest — a shallow cup, or pad, of 
moss, grass, etc. lined witn moss, feathers and hair. Placed near 
the ground in hollows in rocks, or under stones and boulders. 
Eggs — 3 or 4, pinkish cafe-au-lait witii a zone of confluent markings 
ana a few grey specks near the broad end. Size about 19x15 mm. 

AACiAL CHARACTEiusTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : Iti all redstarts (Phoenicufus) 
sexes dissimilar and tail largely chestnut. P, frontalis readily distinguished 
from others by all tail feathers being abruptly tipped witli black, except middle 
pair. Summer plumage darker, with purer colours due to loss by abrasion ol 
brown fringes to feathers. The Sikkim Survey specimens measure: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

3 88-90 13.5-15.5 24-25 65-07 mm. 

1 9 86.5 14.5 2.3 70 ram. 

For Schafer s large series from Sikkim, Stresemann gives Wing 16 d d 
84-90 (av. 87.7); 9 9 9 80-85 (av. 82.2) mm. 

Iris brown; bill black; legs, feet and claws blackish brown. 


THE WHITETHROATED REDSTART 

Phoenicurus schisticeps schisticeps (Gray) 

Ruticilla schisiice'ps Gray, 1846, Cat. Manims. Birds Nepal; 69, 153 — Nepal, 

Plate 16, fig. 8 (facing p. 161) 


2: 70 

LOCAL name: 

SIZE ; Sparrow. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : Male: Above, forehead and crown cobalt blue; 
back black with fulvous edges and some chestnut on scapulars; wings 
black vrith a white patch, particularly conspicuous in flight; rump 
and upper tail-coverts chestnut; tail largely black and chestnut 
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Belcyu>, chin and throat black with a white patch in centre; rest of 
undemarts chestnut, albescent on abdomen. 

Fulvous edges to feathers of up^r parts lost by wear in summer. 

Female: Above, head and bade brown; rump and upper tail- 
coverts chestnut; tail as in male, but dull rufous replacing chestnut; 
wings brown with small ashy patch. Belo%o, brown fringed with 
ashy; abdomen whitish; large vmite throat-patch. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common locally at high elevations. 
Summer, between 10,000 ancl 14,000-15,000 ft.; winter, down to 
between 5000 and 11,000 (Toong, Chiingthang, Gangtok, Lachen, 
Lachung, Yumthang, Thangu, Changu). Affects open, sparsely scrub- 
covered hillsides, with boulders and rock outcrops. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, Chumbi Valley, 
extending to N. Yunnan, Chwanben, Kuku Nor, Kansu, Szechwan, etc. 

GENERAL HABITS: Typical of the redstarts. Food: insects; also 
seeds and berries in winter. Voice and calls unrecorded. In Sikkim 
I always found it inordinately wild. 

nesting: Not recorded within Indian limits, but will probably 
be found to breed at high altitudes in Nepal and Sikkim. 


RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, 

in both sexes diagnostic. 

The Sikkim Survey spccinnens measure: 

ETC : Large 

white 

throat-patcli 

Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tad 


1 <S 85 

15 

23.5 

70 

mm. 

2 9 9 81-85 

15.5-10 

22.5-23.5 

64-73 

mm. 


Three Schafer skins have Wing c? 85, 85; 9 81 inm. 
Iris brown; bill, legs, feet and claws black. 


HODGSON S REDSTART 

Phoenicurus hodgsotii (Moore) 

Ruticilla hodgsoni Moore, 1854^ in Horsiield & Moore, Cat. Birds Mus. 
E. 1. Co. 1 : 303 — Bootan, Nepal. 


F.B.I. 2: 74 

LOCAL NAME: Thar-capni (Nepali). 

.size: Sparrow. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : Male: Like the Common Redstart (P. ochruroe), 
but with practically no black on upper parts. Above^ crown white 
or nearly white, this extending to over eye; mantle ashy grey; a 
consiiicuous white patch in wine. 

Female: Above, greyer, less orown than female ochruros. Below, 
ashy; whitish on abdomen. Distinguished in the field from female 
frontalis by much paler overall coloration and absence of terminal 
clack bar to tail. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Local and uncommon winter visitor to low 
and moderate elevations c. 5500 to 1000 ft, (Rangpo, Martam, l^ntam, 
Dikehu, Chungthang, Gangtok, Lachen). Breeds in the Tibetan 
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fades at 8000-12,000 ft altitude. In its winter quarters, affects tibe 
vicinity of streams and dry river beds, and open, rocky, sorub-and-Bu^ 
country. 

DisimBunoN OUTSIDE siEKiM : Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills N. and 
S. of the Brahmaputra; Naga Hills, plains of N. Assam, Manipur, 
NE. Burma* Bre^ in Kansu, Szechwan, Kuku Nor, Chwanben. 

GENERAL HABITS: Typical of the genus. On streams, actions and 
behaviour very like the Plumbeous Redstart’s. Keeps in widely 
separated pairs. Shivers or flirts tail like F. ochruros. Utters prit, 
prit like Bluefronted Redstart. Scmg unrecorded. 

NESTING ; Not recwrded in Sikkim. Possibly breeds at high eleva- 
tions in the Tibetan fades of extreme northern Sikkim? 


BACtAL CHARACTERISTICS, 

mens measure: 

MEASUREMENTS, 

ETC : The 

Sikldm Survey 

Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

3 <J c? 86-87, 

15-16 

24-25 

65-07 mm. 

1 9 84 

14.5 

24.5 

66.5 mm. 


Iris brown; bill, legs, feet and claws black or blackish brown. 


THE DAURIAN REDSTART 

flwenicurus auroreus leucopterus (Blyth) 

PhoetHcura leucoplera Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiai. Soc. Bengal 12; 962 — 
Malay Peninsula. 


r.B.i. 2: 71 (auroreus) 

LOCAL name: 
size: Sparrow. 

FIELD characters: MoJc: Above, forehead whitish; crown, neck 
and mantle slaty grey; back black; rump chestnut; prominent white 
wing-patches (as in Blueheaded Rock Thnxsh). Below, sides of head 
and neck, throat, and ujmer breast black; rest chestnut. 

Fenude: Above, olive-brown; a whitish ring of feathers round eye; 
chestnut rump; white wing-patches as in male. Below, fulvous brown. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not met with bv Stevens in the Sikkim 
Himalayas, nor by the recent Loke-Sdhm An Survey. Meineitzhagen 
came across a small party in Natu La (14,100 ft.) on 21.xii.l^, 
‘doubtless on passage’, ana secured two adult males. 

msTBiBuTiON: ‘Native Sikkim', Bhutan, Duars, Assam hills N. 
and S. of the Brahmaputra, Assam Valley; Manipur, Burma. Breeds 
from S£. Siberia south to Kansu, Szechwan, Chwanben, N. Yunnan. 
In winter ddends to N. Thailand and Indochina. 

MEASUHEMENTS : The Fauna gives for d 9 Wing 70-77; bill 10-11; tarsus 
23; tail 58-60 nuu. 
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THE BLACK REDSTART 

Phoenicums ochmros ru^wentris (Vidllot) 
CEnanthe rufiventris VieiUot, 1818, Nouv. Diet. d’Hist. Nat, nouv. 
21: 431 — S. Africa in erf<w= Bengal. 


F.B.L 2: 77 

LOCAL name: 

SIZE : Sparrow. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : Male (winter) : Above, forehead, sides of head 
and neck black, the feathers fringed with grey; crown, naw, hind- 
neck and back ashy ^ey; rump and upper tail-coverts bright chest- 
nut; tail chestnut and brown. Below, coin, throat and breast black; 
rest deep orange-brown. 

In summer the grey edges to feathers of back, throat, and breast 
wear oflF, leaving these parts a deeper black. 

Fenide: Above, pale fulvous brown; rump and tail as in male; a 
ring of pale feathers round eye. Below, bufify brown. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Rare. Only a passage migrant in autumn 
and spring (?) between its breeding grounds on the Wgh Tibetan 
plateau and tne Indian plains. Schafer collected specimens in the 
Tibetan plateau facies of N. Sikkim at 14,000 to 16,000 ft. altitude 
(Gyagong etc.) between July and October, and at Lachen (c. 7500 ft.) 
on 3 November (1938). Blanford noted it abundant on pass^e in 
the Lachen and Laenung valleys in September, and one in the 
Teesta V^ey at c. 4000 ft. in October. Meinertzhagen did not m^ 
wth this species in Sikkim in winter, neither did Stevens before him 
nor myself since, except for the only sight record of a solitary 
example at Chungthang c. 5000 ft. (22.ii.1952). 

distribution: Summer, SE. Tibet, Kuku Nor, Kansu. Winter, 
peninsular India ea.st of a line from c. Jh^si to Khandesh, south to 
about Madras City and foot of the Nilgiris. Also Bengm, 
Manipur, Burma. The species has a wide Palaearctic distribution 
through Europe and Asia. 

geneRai. habits : Characteristic of the redstarts. Shivers or 
oscillates chestnut tail as if fixed on a spring wire, and dips forepart 
of body from time to time. 

RACIAL cHARACTJta^iSTiJCS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : III the adjoining race 
phoenicufoides (western Hjimalaj'Gs, through Kashmir to Afghanistan, Turkestan, 
Iran) tli© male has the black upper parts almost obscured in winter by 
heavy ash-grey and ash-broivn fringes, particularly on the crown. Its wing 
is also somewhat smaller — 80-86 mm. (majority under 85), as against 86-93 mm. 
in rufit>entri$ (majority over 85). 



262 


MVSCICAPIDAE 


GfJLDENSXXDTS REDSTART 

PhoemcuTus erythragaster grandis (Gould) 

RutidUa grandis Gould, 1850, Pwc, Zool. Soc. London: 112— 
Afghanistan and Tihrt. 

Plate 16, fig. 9 (facing p. 161) 

F.B.i. 2: 78 

LOCAL NAME: 

size: Bulbul—. 

FIELD CHARACTEBS: Adult Mcde superficially like the Whitecapped 
Redstart in general aspect, but larger. Summer: Above, crown, nape 
and hindneck white; forehead, sides of head and neck, back and 
wings black, the last with a large white patdi (or ‘mirror); tail deep 
chestnut with brown-tipped central feathers. Beloto, chin, throat and 
breast black; rest deep chestnut-red. 

In winter, white feathers of crown, and black portions of plumage 
fiinged with ^ey. 

Female: Above, pale ashy brown; rump and tail like male’s but 
paler chestnut. Below, fulvous grey, ruious-tinged on under tail- 
coverts. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: An extreme high altitude redstart. Blanford 
met it between 14,000 and 16,500 ft, (Dongkya La, Kangra Lama La) 
in September and October. Schafer collected specimens in the 
Tibetan facies of N. Sikkim at Gyaokong (Gyagong) c. 15,000-16,000 ft, 
June to August, including juveniles. Meinertzhagen procured it in 
the same locality, and also at Mome Shamdong, in November and 
December. The Loke-Salim AH Expedition got it in Januaiy near 
Lachung, at c. 10,500 ft. and three days later even as low as 
Chungthang, c. 5000 ft. Here many birds kept loosely together, 
doubtless having been farced down temporarily by the sudden bad 
weather and heavy snowfalls above, wliich also brought down otlier 
high elevation birds, e.g. Eremophila larks. 

Affects the neighbourhood of streams in barren, sparsely scrubbed 
country and rocky moraines above tree-line. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Afghanistan, Chitral, Gilgit, 
Baltistan, Ladakh, Chamba, Bhutan, Tibet, Kansu. The species is 
widely distributed in central Asia. 

CENERAi. HABITS : Livcs at vciy high elevations even in winter, 
at which season it feeds largely on HippophA berries. Actions and 
behaviour typically redstart. Descends to ground to pick up beetles, 
ants, etc.; also captures winged insects in the air. In the breeding 
season the male has a short, clear song delivered from a boulder, or 
during his pretty display flight with outstretched quivering wings 
(SchMer). 


BACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, 

MEASUREMENTS, 

ETC : The 

Sikkim Survey sped- 

mens measure: 

Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

3 108-115 

17-18 

28-30 

70-75 mm. 

4 9$ 108-105 

15-17 

87-28 

71-75.5 mm, 
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The Fauna gives: Wing d 102-Ul; 9 95-99 nun. 

Iris brown; bill, legs, feet and claws brownish black to black. 


THE BLUEHEADED BOBIN 

Phoenicurus caendeocephalus (Vigors) 

Phoenicura coeruleocephala [sic] Vigors, 1831, Proc. Zool. Soc. Londons 

35 — Himalayas. 

Plate 23, fig. 1 (facing p. 288) 


F.BJ. 2: 104 

LOCAL NAME: 

size: Sparrow. 

FIELD characters: Male: A black robin-like bird with a dull 
whitish (grey-blue) crown and nape, a broad white wing-bar, and 
whitish abdomen and vent. 

Female: Rich brown with paler (ashy brown) imderparts, and 
ferruginous rump. 

At a distance, and without binoculars, could easily be confused, 
sex for sex, with the Pied Bushchat (Scmcola caprata); the female 
also with the Rufoustailed Flycatcher (Mmcicapa rtaficauda). 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Recorded by Stevens at 11,500 ft. altitude 
on the Sikkim-Nepal frontier in February (1912), inside pine for^t 
with the ground in places heavily covered with snow. Normally 
avoids heavy forest. Not met with since by Meinertzhagen or 
Schafer, nor by the recent Loke-S41im Ali Survey. 

DisiTUBunoN ouTsroE SIKKIM: Turkestan, Afghanistan, and east- 
ward through the Himalayas as far as about Bhutan. 

GENERAL HABITS : Typical of the Black and other redstarts, with a 
dash of the bush robins. Shakes rather than shivers tml. Its prefer- 
ential habitat is more wooded country than redstarts , it keeps 
to higher branches than they. Also occurs in open scrub of B^bem 
etc. on the edge of forested hill-slopes. Constantly utters tik, tik, 
much like a British Robin’s. A. E. Jones describes the smg in 
the breeding season as strongly reminiscent of the Eastern Meadow 
Bunting’s (Emberiza c. stracheyi) with some crt the notes more 

sustained. Food; in.sects. , n p • wr 

nesting; Not recorded in Sikkim (or Nepal). Se^on — m 
Himalayas, May to July. Nerf-r-cup-shaped, of grass and moss, hned 
with hair and some feathers. Well concealed in a hollow in a bank, 
or under a stone or exposed rrots of a tree. or 4, ^e grey- 

green to pale dull creamy buff, faintly speckled with hght red. Size 
about 20x15 mm. 

RAOAL cHAnACTERiSTics, ME-ASUBOiENTs, ETC! The Fauna gives for <3 9 
Wing 77-80; bill 11; tarsus 22; -tail 58-04 ram. 

Iris dark brown; bill blackish brown; legs and feet black. 
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THE WHITECAPPED REDSTAKT 

Chctimarromis leucocephalus (Vigors) 
Phoenicura leucocephala Vigors, 1831, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 
35 — ^Himalayas. 


F.BJ. 2: 79 

ixxJAL NAMES : Mati-tap-pho (Lepcha) : Chulia-mati (Chubia ?) 
(Bhiitia). 

size; Sparrow *f. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : A Sprightly robin-like black and chestnut bird. 
Above, crown and nape white; sides of head, back and wings 
glossy blue-black; rump, upper tail-coverts, and tail bright chestnut — 
me last with a broad blacJc terminal band. Below, chin, throat and 
breast black; rest bright orange-chestnut. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Common. Summer, resident between 6000 
and 16,000 ft. altitude; winter, from c, 8000 ft. down to j>lains level; 
commoner below 5000 (Rangpo, Singtam, Mariam, Gangtok, 
Chungthang, Lachung, Lachen, Yumthang, Tliangu, Gyagong, Pen- 
lom La, Karponang). Affects rocky streams and torrents, and their 
proximity. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM .* The Himalayan system from 
Afghanistan to extreme NE. Assam; Manipur, Bunna, Yunnan, Tonkin, 
Kuku Nor, Kansu, SE. Turkestan. In many of these, and at the lower 
levels, a winter visitor only. 

GENERAL HABITS : Singletons, or widely separated pairs, in staked- 
out stretches of stream, on rocks amidst raging torrent, or banks. 
Capttjres tiny insects borne along on the swirling current or cast up 
by the wavelets. Also flies out over the torrent and zigzags in aerial 
pursuit of midges, returning to its base on outstretch^ rapidly 
vibrating wings. When perched, and also upon alighting, wags 
expanded tail jerkily and deliberately up and down, with wings 
drooping on either side, from cocked position, as in robin, till its tip 
almost touches the ground. Tafl-wagging often accompanied by bend- 
stretch curtseying. These sudden movements frequently employ^ 
for stamping lurking insects. Also eats berries. Call: a loud, shrill, 
plaintive tseee; no song. 

NESTENc: Between 6000 and 16,000 ft. elevation. Season — May to 
Julv. Nest — a bulky cup of moss, leaves, etc., lined with wool, hair 
and roots. Placed in a crevice or hollow of rock or bank, or under 
the exposed roots of a tree near a stream. Eggs-— 3 or 4, pale sea- 
creen profusely spotted with dark reddish- or rusty brown, more 
densely at the broad end. Size about 25x17 mm. Both parents 
feed the young. 

RACfAX. CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: A Sikkim SuTvey Specimen 
(S) measures Wing 102; bill 19; tarsus 33; tail 78 mm. 

A series of 18 adult d 9 in Schafer's Sikkim collection gives Wing 89 f 9)- 
103 (d) mm. 

Iris deep brown; bill, lep, feet and qUtws blagk, 
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THE PLUMBEOUS REDSTART 

THE PLUMBEOUS REDSTART 

Rhyacamis fuliginosus fuliginosus (Vigors) 

Phoenicura fuUginosn Vigors, 1831, Proc. Zool Soc. London: 35— Himalayas. 

F.BJ. 2: 81 

LOCAL names: Suradum parbopho (Lepcha); Chubbia nakld 
(Bhutia). 

SIZE: Sparrow, 

FIELD CHARACTEBs : Mdlc: Abovc and hplow, slaty blue; upper and 
under tail-coverts, vent, and tail bright chestnut. 

Fenudei Above, dull bluish brown; tail-cxn^erts and tail white, 
the latter broadly tipped brown. Below, ashy white squamated with 
brown. Expanded tail shows up a brown triangle with end of tail 
as its base. 

STA'rus AND HABITAT; Commoii, and with a wide altitudinal range: 
summer, c. 2000 to 12,000-13,000 ft.; winter^ from c. 7000 ft. or above, 
down to plains level (Rangpo, Martam, Gangtok, Dikchu, Lachen, 
l.achung, Thangu, Yatung and elsewhere on all affluents of the Teesta, 
Great Rangeet, and other rivers). Strictly confined to mountain 
streams and torrents. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : The Himalayas from Chitral east- 
ward through Kashmir to extreme NE. Assam; Naga and Khasia 
hills; Manipur, NE. Burma, N. Thailand, Yunnan, N. China, Hainan. 
The species extends to Formosa. 

GENERAL HABITS : Singletons, or widely separated pairs, on staked- 
out stretches of streams — ^‘spheres of influence’ — ^whicn, though shared 
with Whitecapped Redstarts and dippers, are jealously guarded 
against encroachment by its own kind. Demonstrates threateningly by 
craning neck forward, tail fully fanned out and depressed, uttering a 
sharp, angty, prolonged kreee, and chases intnider off. Extremely 
active. Flits from stone to stone amidst rushing torrent. Makes 
short arc-like aerial sallies on rapidly vibrating wings over water 
after midges; springs up in air above the foam and spray to capture 
one, or hovers momentarily to scoop up an insect borne along on 
the wavelets. Constantly flicks tail open and closed with a rhythmic 
wagging scissors-like action, as in the Little Forktail; also fans it 
out from time to time and lowers it till almost touching the ground. 

In the female, the ‘twinkling’ of the black-and-white pattern in the 
tail harmonizes to perfection with the foam of tumbling water. Song 
of male: sharp, creaky and metallic, of about five seconds’ duration, 
exactly like a cricket’s chirping, and similarly rising in pitch.* 
Succeeded quickly by another burst No movement oF tail while 
singing. 

NESTING : Between c. 2000 ft. ( Martam ! ) and 12,000-13,000— most- 
ly under 7000 ft. Season — ^March/ April to June/July. Nest~a ooxnMct 
cup of moss, roots and leaves, lined with fibres, wool and hair. 

' My description of it as like the song of the Whitethroated Fantafl Ply- 
pahAei*, Rhipkura alhU^QUi^ (Indian H® 9ir^: ?1) is inoorwt, 
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Placed in hollows in earth banks or under exposed roots of trees 
dongside streams. Eggs — 4 or 5, pale greenish, speckled and 
blotched with reddish brown. Size about 18x14 mm. Both sexes 
share in nest building and feeding young. Apparently female alone 
incubates. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, Eic : A sx>eciinen collected by 
the Sikkim Survey (d) measures Wing 72 (?); bill 13; tarsus 23; tail 51 mm. 

Seven d d in Schafer s Sikkim collection give Wing 77-80 mm.; 2 9 9 72. 
73 mm. 

Iris dark brown; bill, legs, feet and claws blackish brown. 


THE MAGPIE ROBIN 

Copsyckus sauJaris satdaris (Linnaeus) 

Gracula satilaris Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., 10th ed. 1: 109 — Asia ( = Bengal). 

F.B.i. 2; 113 

LOCAL name: Zannid-pho (Lepcha). 

size: Bulbul. 

FIELD characters: A familiar, trim black-and-white bird with 
cocked tail and drooping wings. 

Male: Head, neck, back, throat and breast black. Rest of under- 
parts white. Tail black, with white outer feathers. Wings black with 
a conspicuous long white shoulder-patch. 

Female slaty grey where male black; wliite portions sullied. 

STATUS AND HABITAT.* Not common, but frequent at low eleva- 
tions; in summer up to c, 5500 ft. (Rangpo, Singtam, Martam and 
elsewhere in the Teesta and Great Rangeet valleys; Gangtok). Affects 
lightly wooded open country around villages and cultivation. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The greater part of India and 
both Pakistans. The species ranges widely in SE. Asia to the 
Philippines. 

GENERAL HABITS : Shy and silent in winter, skulking in shrubbery, 
only uttering a plaintive swee-eet and harsh chur-r. Conspicuous 
during breeding season when male sings lustily from exposed perches. 
Song cheerful and spirited, of thrush pattern but thin and less rich, 
consisting of refrains repeated to the point of monotony, frequently 
interlarded with calls of other birds. Keros to branches of trees, 
but hops about and feeds on ground, mainly on insects. Also fond 
of nectar of Erythrina and Saimalia flowers. Flight undulating, with 
tail flicked open at every dip. In the dusk, against the dark 
background of forest, this flickering of the white rectiices is very 
arresting. 

nesting: Season — April to June. Nest — a pad of grass, rootlets, 
hair, etc. in a hole in tree-trunk or bough, 5 to 20 ft up. Eggs — 3 
to 5, pale blue-green, blotched and mottled with reddish brown. 
Size about 22x17 mm. The female does most of the incubating, 
but the male shares equally in all other domestic chores. 
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RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: A Specimen (9?) coUccted 
by the Survey measures: Wing 93; bill 21; tarsus 29; tail S3 mm. Three o* d 
in the Schafer Sikkim collection have Wing 99, 99, 100 mm. 

Iris brown; bill, legs* feel and claws homy black. 


The Shama, Copsychus malaharicus itidicus (Baker), doubtless 
occurs in the lower foothills as It does in Nepal and Bhutan, but has 
not been sp^ifically recorded. It is an unmistakable cousin of the 
Magpie Robin, more confined to a forest biotope. Tail black-and- 
white, graduated and longer; underparts chestnut instead of white. A 
large white rump-patch, which, tog^er with the white outer rectrices, 
is conspicuous in flight and diagnostic. 


THE TIBETAN BLACKBIRD 

Turdus merula maximus (Seebohm) 

Merula maxima Seebohm, 1881, Cat. Birds Brit. Mus. 5: 405 — Cashmere. 
Restricted to Gulmarg. 


F.B.I. 2: 123 

LOCAL NAME : 

size: Between Myna and Pigeon. 

FIELD characters: Adult Male: Deep glassy black, with yellow 
bill. Plumage with a slight brown tinge when worn. 

Female dark brown, tinged with slaty above. 

STATUS AND HABITAT ; A high altitude thrush, found by 
Meinertzhagen only in Lerwa and Grandala biotwe above tree-level— 
open scrub and grass covered hills — to the east ot Yumthang, between 
14,000 and 15,500 ft. in winter. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : The Himalayas from W. Pakistan to 
Bhutan, north and south of the main range; SE. Tibet. 

GENERAL HABITS: Excessively shy and wary. Feeds on junipCT 
berries, hips of wild rose, and also on the ground on insects, small 
lizards, etc. Has a jx>werful flight. Collects in large flocks m winter. 
Call, uttered from time to time, harsh and unple^ant. Song also 
pooTy lacking in quality and variety, with none ot the nch fluty notes 

typical of the thrushes. j . j 

nesting: Not recorded in Sikkim. Elsewhere breeds m May ^d 
Tune. Nest — a massive structure of herbage and grass mixed wth a 
little earth, and thickly lined with fine grass. Plac^ on a ledge or 
rock, sometimes quite unconcealed. Eggs^ or 4, pale greenish, 
boldly blotched with red-brown. Size about 33X23 mm. 

MEASUEEMEOTS. ETC: 6 9 Wing 150-157 (160 according to Hartert); biU 
24.5-29.5; tarsus 38; tad 107-120 mm. 

Iris brown; bill orange-yellow ( 6 ), dull greenish yellow (?); legs and leot 

block Of dark brown. 



MUSCtCAPIDAE 


THE WHITECX>LLARED BLACKBIRD 

Turdm aUfocinctus Royle 

Turdus albociru^tis Royle {=alb{collis Royle), 1831, 111. Bot. Himalayas, 
pi. bcxvii — ^Himalayas. 


F.B.I. 2: 129 
LOCAL name: 

SIZE; Between Myna and Pigeon. 

FIELD characters: Molc: Entire plumage blackish brown with a 
broad pure white collar. Chin and throat white streaked with brown; 
under tail-coverts blackish brown streaked with white. 



Female: Collar as in male, but ashy white. Rest of pluma g e 
obooe, rufous-brown; below, paler, the feathers pale-fringed, producing 
a scaly effect. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not common, but frequent between c. 5500 
and 10,000 ft. in winter (Gangtok, Chungthang, Lachen, T.achnn g , 
Karponang). Recorded up to 13,500 ft. in summer by Blanfoid 
(Chola Range) and F. N. Betts (Yumthang, Thangu). Affects open 
oak, rhododendron and conifer forest. 

oisTRiBimoN ouTsmE SIKKIM; The Himalayas from Kangra to 
Garhwal, and through Nepal and Bhutan to the Dafla Hills. 
Chumbi Valley (S. Tibet). In winter, straggles into Assam, Manipur, 
N. Burma. 

CENERAL HABITS : Pairs in summer; parties or often laige ffodcs in 
winter, sometimes assodated with odier thrushes as T.r.atro^darta 
and T. hotdbotd. Has the ^ical harsh chuckliiw chuck-chuck idann 
note in winter; a fine, rich, mellow song in toe breeding season.' 



THE CBEVWtKGEP Bl^ACICBlfiD St&Si 

Feeds in trees as well as on the ground, digging in the turf or 
rummaging among fallen leaves. Food; berries ana insects* 

NESTING : Season — ^May-June. ATest— a massive cup of moss, grass, 
roots and leaves, lined with dried grass* Placed on a moss-covened 
branch, 5 to 12 ft from the ground. Eggs— 3, ^eyish green, heavily 
blotch^ with chestnut or rradish brown, with secondaxy blotches 
of pinkish lavender. Size about 31X22 mm. 


BACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, 

measurements as: 

MEASUREMENTS, 

, ETC: 

The Fauna gives the 

Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

d d 142-151 

23 

35 

101-109 mm. 

9 9 131-143 

22 

35 

100-104 ram. 


Schafer's Sikkim specimens give Wing 1 d 145; 4 9 9 133, 136, 138, 
140 mm. 


Iris brown; bill yellow, dusky at tip; legs and feet dark ochraceous yellow. 


THE GREYWINGED BLACKBIRD 

Turdus boulboul (Latham) 

Lanim boulboul Latham, 1790, Index Cm. 1: 80 — India = Darjeeling. 

F.B.I. 2 : 130 

LOCAL NAMES Phoyiong-pho (Lepcha); Chemam or Chomam 
(Bhutia). 

size: Between Myna and Pigeon. 

FIELD CHABACTEBS: Adult Male: Above, black, widi a prominent 
silver-grey patch on wing. Below, brownish black paling tow^s 
abdomen and vent 

Fefnale: Brownish ashy with olivaceous tinge. Grey wing-patch 
of male replaced by rufous. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Frequent, but not common, from the lowest 
elevations up to c, 6000 ft in winter; c. 9000 ft. in summer (Gangtok, 
Temi, Kewzing, Pemionche, Chacung, Chungthang, Karponang). 
Affects forest of oak, rhododendron, deodar, etc., and is partial to 
neighbourhood of streams. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Outer Himalayas in Kashmir, 
and from Munree eastward through Nepal and Bhutan probably to 
the Miri and Abor hills (breeaing). Assam hills south of the 
Brahmaputra; Manipur, Burma, S. Yunnan to N, Tonkin (winter 
only ?). 

GENERAL HABITS: Typical of the thrushes. Perhaps one of the 
finest songsters among Indian birds. Song rich and fluty, of great 
variety and mellowness. Delivered during tlxe breeding season at 
all hours of Ae day, principally in the mornings and late aftemoems 
till well into dusk. At this season very pugnacious ^d intolerant 
towards others of its kind. Food: fruits ana berries, insects, earth- 
worms, etc. 

NESTING: Season— May-June. Nest — bulky cup of grass-roots 
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and leaves, covered outside with moss; lined with finer roots and 
grass, sometimes mixed with a little mud. Placed in a crutch or 
horizontal fork of branches, 10-20 ft up. Gammie found the stumps 
of pollarded Ficus trees a favourite site in Sikkim. Eggs — 3 or 4, 
similar to those of the Whitecollared species, pale grey-green, blotched 
all over with pale red-brown and with lavender-pink secondary 
blotches. Size about 29X21 mm. 

RACIAL cHARACfERisTics, MEASUREMENTS, F.TC : The SuFvey Specimens 
measure : 


Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

145 

25 

35 

109 mm. 

138 

26 

36 

108 mm. 


Schafer’s Sikkim birds give Wing 12 d d 139-146; 4 9 9 133-140 mm. 

Iris brown; fine rim round eye yellow; bill reddish orange (d), brownish 
orange (9); legs and feet horny brown with yellowish or orange tinge; claWs 
homy brown. 


THE GREYHEADED THRUSH 

T Urdus rubrocanus rubrocanus Hcxlgson 
Turdus rubrocanus ‘Hodgson* in Gray, 1846, Cat. Mamm.s. Birds Nepal: 

81— Nepal. 


F.B.I. 2: 132 

LOCAL name: 

size; Between Myna and Pigeon. 

FIELD CHARACi'ERs: Male: Head, neck and throat dark grey; rest 
of plumage above and below chestnut, paler on abdomen. Tail 

Female: Similar to male, but paler. 

STATUS AND HABITAT; Rare. Winter visitor? The only specimen 
the Sikkim Survey came across was one collected by Dr B. Biswas 
of the Zoological Survey of India, at Kewzing, c. 5500 ft., on 7 January 
1953. Stevens obtained a female on 3 May 1912 at Kalo Pokhari, 
Singalila Ridge (10,000 ft. — Daijeeling Dist.) on the western bounda^ 
of Sikkim. In Nidification (vol. ii, 119) Baker says this was 'in 
bree^g condition', but Stevens himself is much less assertive in his 
original note {Jour, Bombay Nat, Hist, Soc, 30 ; 358). Meinertzhagen 
and Sch^er did not come across the species in Sikkim, nor Ludlow in 
Bhutan. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM ; Breeding mainly in the NW. 
Frontier Province (perhaps also Afghanistan), Kashmir, Garhwal, 
W. Nepal (?) between 5000 and 10,000 ft.— in a higher zone than 
Turdus boulbOul, 

GENERAL HABITS : Similar to other thrushes with which it consorts 
in flocks in winter to feed on various berries. Has a delightful song 
in the brewing season, delivered from the tip of a tall fir or similar 
tree. 



^I«ZEVA1.SKI*S THBUSH ^71 

NESTiNC : No record for Sikkim. Nest similar to that of the Grey- 
winged Blackbird. 

MEvVSUUEMENTS, ETC: Tho Fauna gives for dV Wing 130-142; bill 21; 
tarsus 33; tail 95-98 mm. 

Iris brown; bill, legs, feet and eyelids wax yellow to dusky yellow. 


PRZEVALSKI’S THRUSH 

T Urdus kessleri Przevalski 

Turdus kessleri Przevalski, 1876, Mongol, i Str. Tangut: 62 — Kansu. 

F.B.I. 2: 134 

lcx:al name: 

size: Between Myna and Pigeon. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: Male: Wnole head, neck and extreme upper 
breast black. Mantle and breast dull rufous white or cream chang- 
ing to dull dark rufous or chestnut on lower back, rump, upper 
tail-coverts, flanks and abdomen. Wings and tail black. 

Female: Head, neck, wings and tail dark brown. Rest of 
plumage ashy grey, more rufescent below and darker and browner 
on upper tail-coverts. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : A Winter straggler within our limits. 

Mandelli’s skin, recorded as fro-m near Darjeeling (c. 9000 ft.— 

November 1876) was actually obtained in Tibet close to the Sikkim 

border. Meinertzhagen saw a party of four near Changu (12,100 ft) 
on 21 Dc^cember 1925, of which a male was secured, 'piis, 

therefore, is the first and only record of its occurrence in In^a. 

GENERAL HABITS: Soug; short, like that of Turdus viscivorus 
abbreviated. Flight: characteristic, low over the ground, 10 to 15 
strong beats alternating with glides. 

NESTING: Breeds in Kansu and E. Kuku Nor at 12,000 to 14,000 
ft. in rhododendron and junijper forest. 


THE REDTHROATED THRUSH 

Turdus ruficoHis ruficollis Pallas 
Turdus ruficollis Pallas, 1776, Roise Russ. Reichs 3: 694 Dauna. 


F.B.i. 2: 136 

LOCAL name: 

SIZE * Myna 4" » 

FIELD CHABACTEHS: Adult Male; Above, supercilium chestnut; 
of upper plumage pale ashy brown. Tail rufnus, tipped with dark 
browiL Bdow, cheeks, chin, throat and bi^ist chestnut. A few 
black specks down each side of chin and throat. 
parts white; sides of breast and flanks mottled with daik ashy. 





UV^CtCAPtJ>AlS, 


Under tail-coverts ashy and chestnut; in winter the chestnut 
feathers fringed with whitish. 

Fetrude: Chestnut of breast etc. paler, more mottled with white, 
less heavily spotted with black. 

STATUS AND HABITAT, ETC. : See Under next species. 

THE BLACKTHROATED THRUSH 

Turdus ruficoitis cdrogidaris Jarocki 
Turdus atrogularL Jarocki, 1819, Spis Ptak6w Krol. Warszawa: 14 — Poland. 

F.B.I. 2: 137 
LOCAL name: 
size: Myna 4-. 

FIELD charactp:jis : Male: Above, grey-brown, the crown with 
blackish centres; lores black. Wings and hiil daik brown. Below, 
cheeks, chin, tliroat, sides of neck and upper breast black with narrow 
white margins. Rest of underparts white, the sides suffused with ashy. 

Female: Sides of head and neck greyish brown like upper plumage. 
Below, chin and throat whitish, streaked witli dark brown. Upper 
breast ashy grey, tinged with rufous and spotted with black. Rest 
ol underparts white, suffused witli grey. 

Both these thrushes are superficially very similar. The rufous 
tail and more pronounced chestnut throat and breast will usually 
distinguish ruficollis. Intermediates have been recorded. 

status and habitat: Winter visitors. Not uncommon between 
November and Ai>ril at elevations between about 4000 and 14,000 ft. 
(Chungthang, Kewzing, Lachen, Karponang, Mimshitang, Penlom 
La, PhalutJ. On open ground, passy slopes, stubbles and pastures 
in tlie vicinity of habitations and cultivation. Partial to damp spots 
and water meadows. Meinertzhagen found huge flocks of atrogularis 
feeding on berries in SW. Sikkim in January between 3000 and 4500 ft. 

distribution outside SIKKIM : ruficollis: Summer, breeds in 
central and SE. Altai, Sayan Mountains and NW. Mongolia. 
Winter, Afghanistan; the Himalayas, rare in the west, commoner 
in die east; Assam hills; Manipur, Burma, Szechwan, Kansu, 
Chwanben, N. Yunnan, S. Tibet. 

atrogidaris: Summer, breeds in N. Urals to Yenesei, south to 
Kusnetz and Altai; Tarbagatai. Winter, from Iran and Afglianistan, 
through Kashmir, along the Himalayas to the extreme NE. Frontier; 
Assam hills N. and S. of the Brahmaputra; Manipur, Burma, E. 
Pakistan, etc. N. Yunnan, Kansu, S. Tibet. 

GENERAL HABITS: Highly gregaiious in winter, often in mixed 
scattered flocks, but also in small parties. Shy and silent. Call 
note similar to that of the European Blackbird, a thin tick, tick. Song 
not heard in winter quarters. Food: earthworms, energetically dug 
out of die soft ground; also beeties and larvae, berries and flower 
nectar, e.g. of die silk cotton tree. 

nesting: Records of atroguUms breeding within Indian limits, 
including Sikkim, quite unreli^le and not confirmed. 
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MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Si>ecimens collected by the Sikldm Stirvey measure: 




Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

ruficoUis 1 

s 

143 

23 

34 

100 mm. 

atrogularis 1 

9 

136 

22,5 

34 

93 mm. 


Schafers Sikkim skins give Wing: 
rufwollis 4 dd 131, 140, 140, 141; 2 9 9 138. 138 mm. 
atrogularis 2 dd 136, 140; 3 9 9 130-138 mm. (Stresemami). 

Iris brown; bill horny brown, yellow at base of lower mandible; legs and 
feet brownish flesh colom*; claws horny brown. 


THE ORANGEHEADED GROUND THRUSH 

Zoathera cUritia citrina (Latham) 

Turdus cHrinus Latliain, 1790, Index Orn. 1 : 350 — India, Cachar. 

F.B.I. 2: 148 

LOCAL NAME; 

SIZE : Myna. 

FIELD CHAiucTERS ; Male: Head, neck and underparts bright 
orange- chestnut. Back diurk blue-grey. Wings and tail brown, edged 
with blue-grey. A prominent white patch on wings. Vent and under 
tail-coverts white. 

Female: Like male but with upper plumage olive-brown instead 
of blue-grey. 

STATUS AND lUBiTAT; Resident between c. 3000 and 6000 ft 
altitude (Pakyong, Temi, Chungthang, Gangtok). Affects undergrowth 
and shrubbery in open forest and ravines. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Throughout the lower Himalayas 
from Muiree eastward tO’ Assam, Bengal, Burma, Thailand. The 
wliite-cheeked race cyanotus inhabits southern peninsular India. 
The species extends to Malaysia. 

GENERAL HABITS: Usually seen singly. Hops on ground under 
bushes, quietly rummaging amongst diy leaves and mulch for insects. 
Also eats berries and ripe fruit, flies up into trees when disturbed, 
soon descending again to resume its search. Only utters an occasional 
liigh-pitched kree-ee in winter. Has a loud, rich, typically thrush 
song in the breeding season, delivered from a branch with tail held 
low and wings drooping at the sides. Heard chiefly in the mornings 
and at dusk. 

nesting: Seaisan — May-June. Nest — a shallow cup of moss, roots, 
leaves, etc., lined with finer roots and grass; sometimes with a little 
mud incorporated. Placed in a small bushy tree, 4 to 15 ft. up. 
JEgg^_normally 4, pale bluish or creamy white blotched and freckled 
wmi pale reddish, sometimes more at the broad end. Size about 
26X20 mm. Both sexes share in all the domestic chores. 

RACIAL cTiARACTERisTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Tlic Fauna givcs Wing d 
109-121; 9 100-106; bill 19-20; tarsus 33; tail 67-69 mm. 

Two adults (sex ?) collected by Schafer in Sikkim have Wing 114, 120 mm. 

18 
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Iris haze4 to deep brown; bill dark horny brown; legs and feet creamy 
yellow to flesh pink. 


THE SMALLBILLED MOUNTAIN THRUSH 

Zoothera daurna dautna (Latham) 

Turdus dautna Latham. 1790, Index Orn. 1 : 362 — India. 

Plate 23, fig. 6 (facing p. 288) 

F.B.I. 2: 158 

LOCAL name: 

size: Myna+. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : A pale goldcn brown, rather short-tailed 
thrush, with small black crescent-shaped markings on the back. Under- 
parts fulvous white, barred with crescentic black spots. A pale wing- 
bar conspicuous in flight. Sexes alike. 

Coloration very ooliterative on ground amongst dry leaves. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident at moderate elevations — up to 
c. 9000 ft., with some downward moveintmts in winter (Singtam, 
Temi, Dikehu, Toong, Penlom La, Chungthang, Gangtok). AflPects 
dense jungle with undergrowth of seedlings, bracken, etc. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Throughout the outer Himalayas 
from the Afghan frontier to Assam, at moderate elevations; Burma, 
Malaya, Thailand. A race in the Nilgiris and another in Ceylon. 
The species extends through Indochina to Japan. 

GENERAL HABITS: Solitary, shy, and laigely terrestrial Hops and 
walks about on the ground, flicldng aside the diy leaves in quest of 
insects and windfallen berries etc. Wags hind part of body violently 
and flicks open tail with a sudden opening and shutting of wings 
in order to stampede lurking insects. When disturbed, flies silently 
up into a tree and sits motionless, soon descending to resume its 
hunt. Flight swift and direct, reminiscent of the hawk-cuckoo, with 
an upward sweep before settling in a tree. The male has a fine 
loud song in the breeding season of several clear musical phrases, 
some reiterated rather as in the British Song Thrush. 

NESTING : Not specifically recorded for Sikkim. Season — elsewhere 
in the Himalayas April to June. Nest — a substantially built cup of 
moss, twigs, roots and fern stalks lined with fine roots. Placed 
in the fork of a tree 6 to 20 ft. up. JSggs ^ — 3 or 4, variable, commonly 
pale yellowish- or greenish grey to dull clay brown, finely freckled 
and frobly blotched with pale reddish. Size about 31x23 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC I Readily distinguished from 
the rather similar Zoothera tnollissima and Z. dlxoni by the bold crescentic 
black bars on its back, which in them is plain coloured. Tlie Sikkim Survey 
specimens measure: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

2 dd 147-149 29-29.5 34-36.5 91-101 mm. 

2 9 9 142-148 20-20.5 34-35 97-100 mm. 
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Iwo examples collected by Schafer (sex ?) have very small Wing — 131, 
140 inm. I 

Iris brown; bill horny brown, paler (yellowish horn) at base of lower 
mandible; legs and feet brownish hesh colour; claws homy brown. 


THE PLAINBACKED MOUNTAIN THRUSH 

Zoothera mollhsinia rnollissitna (Blyth) 

Turdus mollisstfmus Blyth, 1842, Jour, Asiat. Hoc. Bengal 11: 188. No 
locality = Darjeeling. 


F.B.I. 2: 162 

LOCAL NAMES ; Phanniok-kiok-plio (Lepcha); Telia kanrim (Bhutia). 

size: Between Myna and Pigeon. 

FIELD characters: Above, rich mfescent olive-brown. A ring of 
liilvous feadiers round eye. Wings dark brown, edged with olive- 
brown. Two pale wing-bars conspicuous in flight. Tail olive-brown 
and dark brown, tipped with white on all except four middle feathers. 
Below, ochraceous white (changing to pure white on abdomen) with 
black crescentic spots. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Presumably resident, with apparently a 
liigher summer ceiling tlian Z. damna — up to o, 12, (XX) ft., Changu 
(Schafer). Fairly common in winter between c. 4()00 and 9000 ft, 
(Temi, Kewzing, Cliungtliang, Zemu, Manshitang, Lachen, Gangtok). 
Affects less-forested biotope than Z. damna. Often met with in open 
bush country about fallow cultivation on liillsides and stream valleys, 
and along mule paths etc. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal, Bhutan to east Assam; 
Burma, Thailand, Yminan. The Himmayas west of Nepal are in- 
liabited by two other races. 

GENERAL HABITS: Very similar to Z. dmtma but less solitary. 
Commonly seen in small scattered parties. Feeds quietly on the 
ground in shady spots, flying up almost perpendicul^y into over- 
hanging branches when disturbed, and tliere sitting absolutely 
motionless. Its colour pattern obliterates it in a remarkable way 
amongst the filigree of the foliage. 

nesting: Veiy little specific data for Sikkim. Osmaston found a 
nest above Darjeeling (tliis or dhcofii ?) at c. 11,()(X) ft. altitude on 
10th June. Built of moss and dried grass in a cleft of rock c. 5 ft. 
from the ground, in dense forest. It contained 2 eggs, wliite, densely 
covered with specks, spots and blotches of blood red and reddish 
brown, and clouds of pale purple. Size about 32x21 mm. 

racial cHARAci'EiusTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC; III Spite oi the fact tliat 
Stuart Baker does not recognize tJie Jonger-tailcd dixoni as different from 
mollissiima, Uieie seenLs no doubt tliat tliese two arc distinct species. They 
occur side bv side at the appropriate elevations in Sikkim and Bhutan, also 
during the breeding season. Though usually impossible to tell apart in the 
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field, the Tail/Wing index* is diagnostic in the hand, being on the average c. 70 
in the case of moUissinia and c. 80 in dixoni. Tins characteristic is cdearly 
shown by the Survey specimens as well as by the good series of both species 
collected by Schafer in Sikkim and analysed by Prof. E. Stresemann. 

Specimens of mollissima collected by the Survey measure: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

3 c? c? 141-146 25.5-26 37.5-39.5 98-99 mm. 

2 9 9 139-144 24.5-26 36-36.5 91-96 mm. 

Iris brown; bill brownish black, dusky yellow at base of lower mandible; 
legs and feet brownish flesh colour; claws horny brown. 


THE LONGTAILED MOUNTAIN THBUSH 

Zoothera dixoni (Seebohm) 

Geocichla dixoni Seelx)hin, 1881, Cat. Birds Brit. Mus. 5: 161 — 
Himalayas (Nepal). 

F.B.I. 2: 161 (included with mollissima) 

LOCAL NAMES ; Same as for moHusiina. 

size: Between Myna and Pigeon. 

FIELD characters: Difficult to distinguish from moUissima in the 
field except for its relatively longer tail. With binoculars, large and 
distinct fulvous tips to greater and medium wing-coverts diagnostic, 
especially when side-by-side comparison with mouissima possible. 

STATUS AND HABTFAT ; Obtained by the Sikkim Survey as well as by 
Sch^er between 5000 and 9000 ft elevation, November to April 
(Temi, Gangtok, Chungthang, Lachen). Also a juvenile by Schafer 
at Lachen in September indicating breeding in that area. Both 
species in the same biotope, sometimes feeding together. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Near Mussooree OBlanford); Nepal, 
Bhutan, Naga Hills, Manipur, N. Burma, Thailand (?). Range 
imperfectly known. 

GENERAL HABITS : Same as of the Plainbacked species. 

nesting: No precise data, 

BACiAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : The longer tail of this 
species as against mollissima (Tail/Wing index* c. 80) is a constant and reliable 
diagnostic feature. Two dd collected by the Survey measure: Wing 140, 140; 
bill 24, 26; tarsus 38, 39; tail 107, 115 mm. 

Schafers Sikkim skins give: 

Wing Tail 

1 d 139 112 rmn. 

5 9 9 134-144 108-1 16 mm. (Stresemann) 

Colours of soft parts as in mollissima. 


* Tail X 100 
Wing 
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THE LARGE BROWN THRUSH 

Zoothero monticolo mmticola Vigors 
Zoothero monttcola Vigors, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 172 — Himalayas. 

r.B.I. 2; 166 

LOCAL name: 

size: Pigeon—. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : Abocc, darfc skty brown including wings and 
tail. Sides of head streaked and spottM with fulvous. Behto, chin 
and middle of throat white. Sides of throat and breast fulvous olive- 
brown, narrowly barred with blackish. Lower breast and abdomen 
white, heavily spotted with blackish. Bill long, stout, strongly curved 
near tip. Sexes alike. 

STATUS and HABITAT: Generally distributed though not ccanmon, 
widi a wide altitudinal range at all seasons. Stevens records one 
in the Teesta Valley at 2500 ft. in October. Mednertzhagen and 
Schafer found it at Singhik, c. 4000 ft, in Ortober and December; 
the former also at Rinchinpong, c. 5600 ft., in January. Blanford 
obtained it in the Lachung Valley at c. 10,000 ft. in September, 
and Dr Biswas took one at c. 11,000 ft (Phalut) on 29 December. 
Affects dense damp forest. 

DLSTRiBunoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM; Throughout the Himalayas east of 
Kulu Valley; Assam; Manipur; N. Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS: Largely crepuscular. Lives in damp .spots in 
densely shaded forest, preferably near small mountain streams. The 
bird’s coloration obliterates it completely in its natural habitat, ^ 
only movement gives it aw'ay. Hops about on the ground, digging 
into the damp soil with its powerful bill for insects, snails, etc.; also 
cats berries. The feet and bills of specimens are usually covered 
with wet mud. Flies up into branches when disturbed. Mostly 
silent, but said to have a beautiful mellow whistle. 

nesting: Not specifically recorded in Sikkim. Season — elsewhere 
May to July. Vest — a large untidy cup of fre.sh damp mo.ss on t^ 
outside, lined with roots, lichens and rhizomorphs. Placed 10 to 20 ft, 
up in a small tree or on a boulder in forest. Eggs — 3 or 4, variable, 
pale grey-green or sea-green to dull pale olive-green, with spwks, 
freckles and blotches of reddi.sh- or purplish brown. Size about 
30 x 22 mm. 

RACUL CHAHACTEiusTics, MEASimEMENT.s, ETC : The Fttuna gives for d 9 

Wing 134-145; bill 34-38; tarsus c. 36; tail 83-89 mm. 

A .specimen (d) collected by Schafer h.'is Wing 138 mm. 

Iris dark brown; bill dark htomi to almost block; legs and feet li^t horny 
brown. 



278 


MUSCICAPIDAE 


THE LESSER BROWN THRUSH 

Zoothera marginaia marginata Blyth 
Zoothera marginata Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16: 141 — Arracan. 



Less'cr Brown Thrush, about one-third 


r.Bj, 2: 168 

LOCAL name: 
size: Myna+. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: Above, rufous olive-biown with faint scaly 
pattern on back and cross-raying on tail. Primaries and their coverts 
edged pale rufous. Below, chin and middle of throat white, 
irregularly barred with dark brown. Sides of throat, breast tmd 
flanlcs dark olive-brown; paler on abdomen with scaJe-like olive- 
brown markings. Bill long, stout and strongly curv^ed near tip. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: A bird of lower elevations than the last; 
normally met with under 6000 ft. Meinertzhagen obtained it at 
2600 and 5900 ft. in Darjeeling Dist. in December, and at 4700 ft. 
at Chacung (W. Sikkim) in January. Affects the vicinity of mountain 
streams, and damp spots in shady forest recesses. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Bhutan and eastward to Assam; 
^^an^pu^; Burma. The species extends to Thailand and Yunnan. 

GENERAL HABITS : Shy, silent, and largely crepuscular and terrestrial 
— ^very similar to those of its larger relative. Voice and call (or song) 
unrecorded. 

NESTING : Season — May to July. Nest — not diflFerent from that of 
Z, monticola. Eggs — 3 or 4, variable, small replicas of those of the 
last species. Size about 27x20 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The smaller size and 
rufous olive-brown upper plumage readily distinguish it from Z. monticola 
which is dark slaty brown above. The Fauna gives for S 9 Wing 121-129; 
bill 28-29; tarsus 29-30; tail 75-79 mm. 

Iris hazel; bill dark brown to blackish; logs and feet plumbeous with olive 
tinge. 
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THE CHESTNUTBELLIED ROCK THRUSH 


MonUcda rufiventris (Jardine & Selby) 
Petrodncla rufioeiaris Jardine & Sdby, 1833, Dlustr. Om. 3, pi. 
129 — Himalayas. 

Plate 23, fig. 5 (facing p. 288) 


F.B.I. 2: 170 

LOCAL NAME: Ningri-pho (Lepcha). 

size: Myna. 

FIELD characters: Mde: Above, including tail, brilliant cobalt 
blue. Wing quills blackish, edged with cobalt blue. Lores, sides 
of head and neck black. Below, chin and throat black. Rest dark 
chestnut-maroon. 

Female: Above, olive-brown with dark crescentic bars, more de- 
fined on rump. A fulvous ring round eye. Ear-coverts blackish. 
Below, chin, throat, and faint moustachial .streaks buff. Rest buff, 
barred with hhack. 

status and habitat: Resident between c. 5000 and 10,000 ft. 
altitude; in winter down o. 2000 ft. (Martam, Dentam, Rinchinpong, 
Gangtok, Lachen, Manshitang, Penlom La). Affects forest on hill- 
sides. 

dlstributton outside SIKKIM : The Himalayas from Chamba in the 
west to eastern Assam; Manipur, Burma, Tliailand, Cochinchina, etc. 

GENERAL HABITS: Reminiscent of the redstarts. Solitary, arboreal 
and usually wild. Perches on tops of tall trees or dead trunks near 
openings in forest or along mule paths, constantly jerking up its tail 
to the cocked position. Descends to ground from time to toe to 
pick up a snail or grasshopper or small lizard. Sometimes springs up 
into the air like a flycatcher to capture a winged insect. Has a pleasant 
warfjling song in the breeding season. On alarm a short, low tick 
is litter^ at intervals, and a harsh jay-like note when angry. 

NE.STINC : Season— May-June. Nest — an untidy cup of moss, 
grasses, etc., lined with soft material like roots and fibres. Placed in 
a crevice of rock or hollow in earth bank, in forest. Egg.s 4 to 6, 
pale yellowish cream to deep buff, finelv freckled with reddksh. Size 
about 27 X 20 mm. Both sexes build and feed the young. Apparently 
the female does most of the incubating. 

BACIAL CHARACTum-sTics, me^.subements. ETC: No whitc patch in wing, 
ft upper tail-coverts and tail blue; lower plumage chestnut, with black chin 
and tliroat. 9 upper plumage olive-brown; back and ramp barred. 

A .specimen (d) collected by the Survey measures: Wing 124; bill 24; 
tarsus 27.5; tail 96 mm. Schafer’s Sikkim series gives; Wing 3 adult dd 
125, 128, 128; 3 ad. 9 9 116, 118, 122 mm. (Stresemann). 

Iris brown: bill, legs, feet and claws blackish brown; angle of gape cream 
colour. 
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THE BLUEHEADED ROCK THRUSH 

Monticola cinclorhynchus (Vigors) 

Petrodncla dnclorhyncha Vigors, Proc, Zool. Soc, London: 

172 — ^Himalayas. 


F.B.L 2: 171 

LOCAL name: Krishen-patti (Nepali). 

SIZE: Bulbul 

FIELD CHARACTEBS: Mdc: Abooe, head, nape and lesser wing- 
coverts cobalt blue; back and scapulars black; tail black, edged wioi 
blue. Wings black, with a broad white patch conspicuous at rest and 
in flight. Below, chin and throat cobalt blue; rest chestnut, 

Fenude: Above, olive-brown, barred with dull black on upper 
tail-coverts. Below, white, barred widi blackish from breast down; 
scalloped on under tail-coverts. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not met with by the Survey between 
November and April. According to Stevens 'entirely absent from 
the hills’ in winter, but with a similar breeding range to the 
Chestnutbellied Rock Tlirush in the outer ranges, namely 
c. 5000-10,000 ft, altitude. Schafer collected three specimens, including 
a juvenile, at Gangtok in mid-June. Usually keeps to a lighter, more 
open type of forest than nrfiventris. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Summer, throughout the Himalayas 
from the Afghan boundary to eastern Assam and N. Burma. Winter, 
practically all India and E. Pakistan; Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS: Very similar to those of rufiventris. In the 
breeding season delivers a loud, clear but monotonous song from 
tops of trees and also during its pretty volplaning display flight 
Sometimes descends to ground to pick up an insect and returns to 
the perch like a bushchat, but finds most of its insect food on the 
tninks and branches of trees. 

NESTING: Season — May-June. Nest — an untidy shallow pad or 
cup of moss, grass and roots. Placed in a hollow in a steep bank 
or hillside, or amongst tlie exposed roots of a tree clinging to a 
clifl. Eggs — 3 to 5, like those of rufiventris, creamy white to deep 
biifl, densely covert with tiny reddish freckles, sometimes thickly 
at the broad end. Size about 24x18 mm. Both sexes share in all 
the domestic chores. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Male readily distinguished 
from all other rock thrushes by its blue chin and throat, and large white wing- 
patches; female by the plain olive-brown back with barring confined to rump. 
The Fauna gives the measurements as: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

d* d 100-104 18-19 24-25 65-68 mm. 

9 9 93-105 — — 65-69 mm. 

Schafers Sikkim skins have Wing: 1 adult d 103; 1 ad. 9 103 mm. 

Iris brown; bill black; legs and feet greyish brown. 
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THE BLUE ROCK THRUSH 

Monticola solitarius pandoo (Sykes) 
fetrocincla pandoo Sykes, 1832, Proc, Zoo/. Soc. London: 87 — Ghauts, 

Dtikhun. 


2: 174 

LOCAL name; Ningri-pho (Lepcha). 

SIZE; Bulbul. 

FIELD CHARACTERS; Molc: Abovc and below, bright leaden- or 
indigo blue. 

Female: Above, greyish brown with a pale wing-bar. Below, 
whitish, cross-barr^ with dark brown. 

STATUS AND HABITAT! Met With by the Survey only at Rangpo 
(c. 1000 ft.) in December. Accx>rding to Stevens, has been obtained 
in winter in the Teesta Valley at elevations between 1100 and 3500 ft. 
I can trace no record of its occurrence or status in summer in 
E. Nepal, Sikkim or Bhutan except for the one bird seen at c. 
4500 ft. in the Darjeeling Dist. on 9.vi.l944 (Lister, Jour, Bombay 
Nat. Hist. Soc. 52:41). Avoids forest. Affects dry shingly river 
beds with large boulders, rock cliffs, stone quarries, etc. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Summer, breeding in the W. 
Himalayas between c. 6000 and 9000 ft. or higher, from Kashmir to 
Garhwal. According to Baker (F.B.I. and Nidification ii ; 152) also 
'East to Tibet, Sikkim, and hills of N. Assam'. Winter, practically 
all India, both Pakistans, Ceylon, Burma. The species is widely 
distributed in S. Europe and Asia. 

GENERAL HABITS : Solitary and locally sedentary. Keeps to 
favoured spots in its winter quarters day after day throughout the 
season. Perches bolt upright on a rock or ledge, bows jerkily and 
flirts its tail like a redstart. Sallies down to pick up crawling prey, 
whacking it on the ground, if too large or protesting, before swallow- 
ing it. Sometimes springs up in the air from its perch to capture 
winged termites or other flying insects. Food: dragonflies, grass- 
hoppers, centipedes, lizards, etc., also berries. Breeding males have 
a short pleasant whistling song delivered from a perch or during 
the volplaning display flight. 

nesting: No data for Sikkim. Season — in W. Himalayas, chiefly 
April to June. Nest — a rough pad of moss, grass, leaves, etc. in 
a bole in a cliff or bank. Eggs-^ to 5, pale blue, sometimes faintly 
freckled with light reddish at the broad end. Size about 26x 19 mm. 
Both sexes feed the young. 

RACIAT. CHABACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: tS all blue; without white 

wing-patch. 9 bluish- or greyish brown, as against olive-brown in rufiventris 
and cinclofhunchus. 

A specimen (o?) collected by the Sikkim Survey measures: Wing 123; bill 
26; tarsus 30; tail 90 mm. 

Iris brown; bill black, yellow at gape; legs and feet black. 



282 


MUSCICAPIDAE 


THE COLLARED BUSHCHAT 

Saxicola torquata indica (Blyth) 

Pratincola indica Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16; 129 

restricted to Calcutta. 

Plate 16, fig, 7 (facing p. 161) 


F.B.I. 2; 28 

LOCAL name: 

SIZE : Sparrow. 

FIELD CHAJUCTERS : Mde: In summer (breeding) plumage distinctly 
pied, resembling Pied Bushohat from behind or on a fleeting glimpse. 
Above, head black; back brown, heavily black-streaked; most of wings 
and tail black; rump and upper tail-coverts white; conspicuous white 
patches on sides of neck (‘collar), and on shoulders, oelow, throat 
black; breast reddish orange; abdomen whitish. In winter, black 
feathers of head, throat and back, broadly fringed with fulvous, 
greatly altering appearance. 

Female: Fulvous brown overall, with dark-streaked upper parts 
and pale nisty rump. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not common. Met with at moderate eleva- 
tions. c. 4000 to 9000 ft. (Temi, Pakyong, Arita, Chungthang, Gangtok, 
Lachen, Penlom La). Also down in the foothills and plains in winter. 
Meinertzhagen procured a male of tjie migrant Turkestan-Tibet 
breeding race przevailskii at Dentam, 4600 ft., in January (1G^6). 

Affects open, sparsely scrubbed hillsides, often in the neighbour- 
hood of terraced cultivation. 

DrsTRiBunoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Throughout the Himalayas from 
Kashmir to Bhutan. Other races are found in Assam, Burnia, Thailand, 
and practically all Europe, Asia, and Africa. 

GENERAL HABITS: Ac*tive. Perches on a bushtop; constantly flicks 
open tail and jerks it loosely up and down, uttering check, check. 
Descends to ground to pick up insects; returns to same perch or flies 
low across to another within its well-defined beat or feeding area. 
Also captures winged insects in the air like a flycatcher. Song: 
short but lively, often interlarded with mimicked calls of other birds. 
Delivered from a perch or in slow display flight, with wings ‘clapping^ 
over hack as in a pigeon, but noiselessly. 

NESTING: Season — April to June, but not specifically recorded. 
Nest — a shallow cup or pad of grass, hair and wool. Placed in a 
hole in an earth-bank or under a stone. Eggs — 4 to 6, pale bluish 
white, speckled and blotched with reddish brown. Size about 
17X14 mm. Only female incubates. Male shares in nest-building 
and feeding young. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The migrant mce prze- 
vatskii has a larger wing (nearly always over 71 mm.). Often impossible to 
differentiate from indica in its winter quarters. 

Two specimens (d 9) of indica obtained by the Sikkim Survey measure: 
Wing 66, 60; bill 13.5, 13; tarsus 21. 21; tail 46, 44 mm. 
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Five adults in the Schafer Sikkim collection give Wing 2 6 6 67, 71; 
3 9 9 63, 05, 67 mm. 

Iris brown; bill, legs, feet and claws brownish black in male, paler in female. 

The large, distinctive, Central Asian-breeding Hodgson’s Bush- 
chat, Saxicola insignis Gray, of a more or less simflar colour scheme to 
indica but witli considerably more white in the wing (83-92 mm.), was 
recorded by Mandelli over 80 years affo from the ‘lower hills of Sikldm’ 
— ^presumably meaning the terai. It has not been met with in Sikkim 
proper. 


THE DARK GREY BUSHCHAT 

Saxicola ferrea Gray 

Saxicola ferrea Gray, 1846, Cal. Mamms. Birds Nepal: 71, 153 — Nepal. 


F.B.I. 2: 36 

local name: Sarrak-chak-pho (Lepcha). 

SIZE: Sparrow. 

FIELD characters : An unmistakable cousin of the Collared Bush- 
chat. Male, winter: Above, dark grey and black, with a conspicuous 
white superciliiim and a broad black streak through and below eye. 
Wings black, with a white band across. Below, chin and throat white; 
rest ashy white, darker on breast and flanks. Summer : General effect 
pied black and wliite. Above, almost black, with white patch on 
wing. Beloiv, pure white. 

Female: AJnwe, russet brown with broad dark streaks; a pale ^ey 
supercilium; tail rufous, with dark chestnut upper coverts. BeTom, 
chin and throat white; rest ashy rufous, darkest on breast. 

status and habitat: Fairly common between 6000 and 9000 ft. 
in summer; descends to foothills in winter (Rangpo, Martam, Dentam, 
Rinchinpong, Gangtok). Stuart Baker mentions eggs received by him 
from Gnatong (12,500 ft.), surely a very exceptional altitude. One 
of the most familiar species in GangteJe town from March to May, 
singing lustily from the overhead electric wires everywhere. Affects 
open scrub-covered hillsides, particularly in the neighbourhood of 
terraced cultivation. 

distribution outside SIKKIM: The entire Himalayas from the 
Afghan border to extreme east Assam; Manipur, Burma, N. Thailand, 
N. Yunnan, Szechwan, Indochina, S, China. 

GENERAL HABITS: Very similar to those of the Collared Biishchat. 
Usually seen in widely separated pairs. The male sings in the \dci- 
nity of the nest from the top of a tall tree on a hillside or telegraph 
wire, or in the air during his display flight. Song: a short, pleasant 
but feeble trill sisiri-swir-r, the final syllable a rolling whistle. 

NESTING: Season — April-May. Nest and eggs (4 or 5) similar 
to those of the Collared Bushchat, the latter slighfly deeper in ground 
colour and larger. Size about 18x15 mm. Only the female 
incubates. 
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BAciAL cHAHACTEiusnc.s, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : Three Specimens collected by 
the Survey (d 9) measure: Wing 67-68; bill 14-14.5; tarsus 22-23; tail 59-60 
mm. A large series obtained by Schafer in Sikkim gives Wing 11 dd 66-70 
(av. 68.1) mm.; 8 9 9 64-68 (av. 66.1) mm. 

Iris brown; bill, legs, feet and claws brownish black or blackish brown. 


GOULD’S SHORTWING 

Brachypteryx stellata Could 

Brachypteryx (Drymochares) slcllatus Gould, 1868, Proc. ZooL Soc. 
London' 218 — Nepal. 

Plate 23, fig. 4 (facing p. 288) 


F,B.i. 2: 16 
lck:al name: 
size: Sparrow. 

FIELD characters: A dark, stub-tailed ground-skulker, chestnut 
above with the iron-grey underparts distinctly bespangled with small 
white stars. 

Above, bright chestnut with black lores, a narrow grey superdlium, 
and white-spotted slaty grey rump. Below, chin, throat and breast 
slaty grey suffused with rufous-brown on abdomen and flanks, vermi- 
culated throughout with fine grey and black bars, and with triangular 
white spots on the lower porHons. Sexes alike. 

status and habitat : Secretive and apparently uncommon. 
Normally at high elevations, c. 9000 to 14,000 ft. (Yumthang, Zemu- 
Lhonak, Gnatong, Changu), but Schafer obtained a specimen as low 
down as c. 1800 ft. (Dikchu) in February. Affects dense undergrowth 
of bamboo, dwarf rhododendron, etc. 

distribution outside SIKKIM: Nepal; Bhiibin and adjoining areas 
of S. Tibet The westernmost record is from Dhodi Tal, c, 11,000 ft, 
70 miles N. of Miissooree (Jotir, Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 53 (3) : 468). 

GENERAi. habits: Little known, though apparently rather similar 
to those of the undergrowth-haunting wrens, e.g. Pnoepyga. 
Meinertzhagen records it as running on the ground in and out of 
roots and fallen branches just like a mouse — not hopping — and 
mounting on to stumps etc. Ludlow (in Bhutan) found the birds 'on 
the tops of rhododendron bushes and not skulking on the ground as 
is the custom of the genus'. Food: larvae, grubs and tiny beetles. 
Alarm note described as a tik-tik; song unknown. 

NESTING: Unknown. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC*. Wing sboit and roundecl; 

tall very short; tarsi very long and slender. The chestnut upper plumage is 
diagnostic. The Fauna gives for d 9 Wing 72-77; bill 12; tarsus 30; tail 
45-47 mm. 

Two SchSfer Sikkim skins (d* o?} have Wing 73, 76 mm., and Kinnear 
measures Ludlow's Bhutan sldns Wing 3 d d 75-76; 2 9 9 70-72 mm. 

Iris dark brown: bill black; inside mouth black; legs and feet fieshy horn. 
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Brachypteryx hyperyihra Jerdon & Blyth 
Brachypteryx hyperyihra Jerdon & Blyth, 1861, Proc. ZooL Soc. 
London: 201 — Darieeling. 


F.B.I. 2: 17 

LOCAL name; 

size: Sparrow. 

FIELD CHAiuCTEKs: Male: AbooB, lores and in front of eye black. 
Short, concealed supercilium silky white. Sides of head, neck, and 
whole upper plumage including exposed parts of wings and tail deep 
blue. Below, bright ferruginous, darker on flanks. Easily mistakable 
for the Blue Chat (Eriihacus brunneus, p. 246), but white supercilium 
markedly less conspicuous. 

Femme: Above, olive-brown. No supercilium. Below, pale 
ferruginous; abdomen whitish, suffused widi olive-brown on the sides. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Very rare and little known. Stevens observed 
a male in dense bamboo growth at Tonglu (9700 ft. — ^DarjeeUng Dist.) 
in January. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Dufla Hills; Naga Hills (?). 

GENERAL HABITS : Presumably like the other shortwings, but nothing 
recorded. 

NESTING ; Unknown. 


RACIAL 

CHARACTERISTICS 

, MEASUREMENTS, ETC ; 

Key to the species : 6 

Upper plumage blue; chin 

and throat 

chestnut. 

9 uxiper plumage brown; 

chill and 

throat chestnut. 

The Fauna 

gives the measurements as: 


Wing 

Bill 

larsus 

TaU 


63-64 

11 

29 

c. 45 mm. 

9 

c. 62 

11 

28 

38 mm. 


‘Iris brown; bill black, more or less fleshy at the base and on the mandible 
during the non-breeding season; legs fleshy to light horny brown.’ 


THE WHITEBROWED SHORTWING 

Brachypteryx tnofitona cfwalis (Blyth) 

Calliope? cruralis Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12 : 929, 933 — 

Darjeeling. 

F.B.I. 2: 17 

LOCAL name: 

SIZE : Sparrow. 

FIELD CHABACTEBS: Male (adult) ; Overall plumage deep indigo 
blue. Lores, frontal band, and over eye velvety black; a conspicuous 
long white supercilium from forehead to ear-coverts. Centre of 
abdomen ashy; under tail-coverts blue, narrowly margined with ashy. 

Fenude (adult): Above, lores, ring round eye and frontal line 
golden femiginous; a concealed white supercilium. Rest o£ upper 
parts including exposed portion of wings and tail olive-brown 
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tinged with rusty, especially on head. Belem, ashv brown, paler and 
more yellowish on abdomen, rufescent on vent ana under tail-coverts. 

Immature (or dimorpliic ?) male: Like the adult female but with 
the white supercilium prominent, and rather more chestnut wings 
and tail. Occasionally with some blue feathers intennixed on breast 
and mantle. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Comparatively common, with a wide 
altitudinal range. Between 1000 and at least 8000 ft. in winter; 5000 
to at least 11,000 in summer (Rangpo, Lachen, Lachung). Affects 
d^nse humid undergrowth and brushwood in mossy forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : (Kumaon; Garhwal ?); Nepal, 
Bhutan, Assam hills north and south of the Brahmaputra; N. Thailand, 
Tonkin. The species extends to Yunnan and south China. 

GENERAL HABITS: A skulker in undergrowth like the other short- 
wings. Dashes from bush to bush along the ground like a rat when 
pressed, and reluctant to fly. The song has been described as short, 
pretty, thrush-like, of a few notes ending abruptly. Food: insects 
and larvae. 

NESTING: Season — ^June-July. Nest — a domed structure of moss, 
lined with fine roots, with a laterid entrance. Built close to the 
ground in damp shady forest, against the face of a moss-covered 
vertical rock or tree-trunk, incoqxirated into and blending perfectly 
with the surrounding moss. Eggs — 2 or 3, pure white. Size about 
23X16 mm. 

RACIAC CHARACTBHISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Kcy tO the SpecieS : (S 

Upper plumage blue; chin and throat indigo blue; abdomen barred with ashy. 
9 upper plumage brown; chin and throat ashy brown. 

Two (S (S collected in Sikkim have Wing 70, 72 mm. In one of these, bill 
15.5; tarsus 34; tail 48.5 mm. 

Iris brown; bill black; legs, feet and claws horny brown. 


THE NEPAL SHORTWING 

Brachypteryx leucophrys nipalensis Hodgson 
Brachypteryx nipalensis Hodgson, 1854, in Horsfield & Moore, Cat. 

Birds, Mus. E. I. Co, 1 : 397, ex Hodgson MS. — Nepal. 

F.B.I. 2: 19 

LOCAL name: 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : Male (adult) ; Above, lores and under eye dusky 
blue; short, partially concealed white supercilium; sides of head and 
neck, and an uiiper parts including exposed portions of wings and 
tail, dark slate-blue. Below, chin, throat, centre of abdomen and 
under tail-coverts white; rest smoky grey. 

Female: Above, ferruginous brown with a concealed white eye- 
brow. Below, dull white; flanks, sides of breast and a diffuse band 
acros.s it fulvous. 
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Immature (or dimorphic ?) male: brown like female. 

STATUS AND HABITAT; Rare. According to Stevens found above 
c. 5000 ft. elevation in the Sikkim Himalayas at the nesting season. 
Affects low dense undergrowth in humid forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM; Nepal; (Bhutan), Assam hills north 
and south of the Bralimaputra; E. Manipur, parts of Burma, The 
species extends to Thailand, Malaya, Indonesia, Indochina, Yunnan, 
Szechwan, S. China. 

GENERAL HABITS: Similar to those of otlier shortwings. Keeps to 
dense forest undergrowth in damp shady glens etc., creeping about 
amongst fallen leaves, moss or rotting fallen tree-trunks, searching 
insect food. Flies little and seldom. Call: a soft, single seep. 
Male recorded as having a loud, sweet song in the breeding season. 

NESTING: Seoisan — ^mainly May-June. Neist — ^a compact, oval baU 
of bamboo leaves etc. bound together with roots and strands of moss. 
Well concealed on or near the ground in thick bushes or moss-covered 
fallen decaying tree-trunks. Sggs — 3 or 4, pale olive or sea-green, 
normally aensely covered with light reddish brown specks and 
freckles. Size about 19x14 mm. Both sexes share in nest building 
and incubation. 

RACIAL CHARACTERlStlCS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC *. Key tO thc SpCOiCS *. d 
Upper plumage blue; chin and throat white. 9 upper plumage brown; chin 
and throat dull white. 

The Fauna gives the measurements as cf 9 Wing 58-64; bill 11.5-13; tarsus 
c. 26; tail 27-32 mm. 

Iris dark brown; bill dark brown, yellowish horn on lower mandible, 
yellowish white at gape; legs and feet whitish- to purplish flesh. 


THE HIMALAYAN WHISTLING THRUSH 

Myiophoneus caentleus temmirwkii (Vigors) 
Myiophoneus temminckii Vigors, 1832, Proc, ZooL Soc. London: 
171 — ^Himalayas. 


F.B.I. 2:180 

LOCAL NAMES: Chamong-pho (Lepcha); Tetiman (Bhutla). 

size: Pigeon. 

FIELD GHARACTERS : A large blue-black thrush with bright deep blue 
forehead, wings and tail. Breast and flanks with round and elongated 
spots of glistening blue. Median wing-coverts with white tips. Sexes 
alike. 


STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident and fairly common. Met with, even 
in mid-vdnter, at all elevations between c. 1000 and 9000 ft. (Rangpo, 
Singtam, Martam, Dikehu, Gangtok, Chungthang, Lachen, Lachung, 
Singhik, Toongh Schafer collected it at Tliangu, c. 12,000 ft., in July. 
Affects all rocky hill streams and rivers, neighbourhood of water 
meadows^ and wge of damp forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Throughout the Himalayas 'from the 
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Afghan frontier to extreme eastern Assam, north and south of the 
Brahmaputra; Arakan. Other races in Burma, China, Indonesia. 

GENERAL HABITS : Mostly terrestrial. Solitary and shy. Progresses 
on ground in long hops, or runs in spurts with short mincing steps. 
Digs into wet mud with its stout bill for food. Every now ana again 
does a violent ‘bend-stretch' on its legs and raises and lowers tail 
slowly and deliberately. It is fully fanned out on the downward 
movement when its tip almost scrapes the ground — a movement 
reminiscent of the similarly torrent-haunting Whitecapped Redstart. 
Food: snails, crabs, and aquatic insects. Also windf alien fruit. 
Utters a shaip kreee and creaky kich-kich-kich-kich as it flies — calls 
of the identical pattern to tliose of the similarly torrent-haunting 
Spotted ForktaiL Has a loud fine whistling song of considerable 
range to which the tumult of the waters provides romantic accompani- 
ment, 

NESTING : Season — chiefly May-June. Nest — a massive cup of 
moss and lichens mixed with mud, and lined with moss- and fern- 
roots. Placed on a ledge of rock near or overhanging a mountain 
stream. Eggs — 3 to 5, pale clay colour, sparsely covered with faint 
pale reddish freckles, spots and blotches, more numerously at the 
broad end. Size about 36 X 25 mm. Both sexes share tlie domestic 
chores. 

RACL\L CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: A Sikkim Survcy Specimen 
( 9 ) measures: Wing 173; bill 34; tarsus 55; tail 126 mm, A scries of 17 
adults in tlie Schafer collection gives Wing 155 ( 9 ) to 187 (d) mm. 

Iris brown; bill yellow, culmen except commissure horny brown; legs, feet 
and claws black. 


THE PURPLE THRUSH 

Cochoa imrpurea Hodgson 

Cochoa purpurea Hodgson, 1836, Jour. Soc. Bengal 5: 359 — Nepal. 

Plate 23, fig. 7 (facing p. 288) 


F.B.I. 2: 184 

LOCAL NAMEvS : Lo-nyum-pho (Lepcha); Cocho (Nepali). 

size: Between Myna and Pigeon. 

FIELD characters: Molc: Overall asi)ect of plumage brownish 
purple, darkest on chin and throat. Crown lavender blue; lores, 
supercilium and sides of head black. Wing-coverts and bars on 
secondaries lavender purple. Wing quills black, with a broad band 
of lavender grey at base. Tips of secondaries black. Tail lavender 
purple with black tip. 

Female differs from male in having the purple parts replaced by 
reddish brown. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Undetermined. Very rare. Blanford obtained 
it on the Chola Range (Kapup ?) at 10,000 ft. altitude on 28 August 
1870. Schafer collected two specimens at Gangtok and one at 
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Chungthang on 17 and 24 June 1938. Neither Meinertzhagen nar 
the recent Survey came across it in Sikkim between November and 
May. According to Stuart Baker (Nidification, ii : 1610) it breeds above 
3500 ft., certainly up to 6000, and probably up to 8000 ft., haunting 
evergreen forest with lofty trees ana heavy wet undergrowth'. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : The Himalayas rrom Simla to 
eastern Assam, north and south of Brahmaputra River; Manipur, 
Burmcjse hills to Tenasserim, Tliailand. 

CENERAU habits: Little known besides that it keeps solitary, is 
silent, and feeds on fruits, berries and insects as much on the ground 
as in trees. 

nesting: Not recorded in Sikkim. Seasron — elsewhere. May to 
July. Nes't — a shallow untidy cup of moss, compactly lined with 
lichens, fine moss and roots. Built in a small tree c. 6 to 12 ft up, 
in an evergreen wooded ravine. Eggs — 3, rarely 4, typically thrush- 
like, pale sea-green blotched with bright reddish brown. Size about 
32 mm. Both sexes incubate. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMEN’I'S, ETC: TllC FaUlia giveS foi* J 9 

Wing 140-144; bill 14-15; tarsus c. 28; tail 95-105 mm. 

Schafer's skins, all ad. Jc?, have Wing 144, 144, 145 mm. 

Iris crimson-brown or reddish brown; orbital skin lavender blue; bill black; 
legs and feet slaty black. 


THE GREEN THRUSH 

Cochoa virklis Hodg.son 

Cocfioa viridU' Hodgson, 18^36, Jour. Asiat. S(?c\ Bengal 5: 359-360 — Nepal. 
Plate 23, fig. 8 (facing p. 288) 


F.B.i. 2; 185 

LOCAL NAME: 

size: Between Myna and Pigeon. 

FiEiJi CHARACTERS : Male: Overall asiiect of plumage deep rich 
bronzy green. Crown, nape and hindneck brilliant cobalt blue; lores 
and a riiort supercilium black; ear-coverts indigo blue. Tail blue, 
.slightly graduated, broadly tipped and narrowly margined with black. 
Wing-coverts creen and pale olue, tipped with black. Wings black, 
with a broad hand of pale blue near bases of the quills. 

Female only differs in having the edges of greater wing-coverts 
and tips of secondaries marked with yellowish brown instead of blue. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: UiideteiTnined. Very rare. Stevens refers to 
specimens from the Sikkim Himalayas in the British and Tring 
Museum.s, collected at ‘Gokh, Rammam Valley\ 2500-3000 ft., 24 July 
1870. Schafer obtained a si>ecimen at Singhik on 23 June (1938). 
Not met with by Meinertzliagen or the recent Sikkim Ornithological 
Survey between November and May, but I have examined a skin 
labelled V 4.V.1931 Toong, 6000 ft., coU. V. S. La Personne' now in 
the (^cago N. H. Museum (No. 85148). 

19 
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MUSCICAPIDAE 


DiSTRiBiTTiON OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas from Kumaon and 
Garhwal to eastern Assam; Manipur, hills of Burma to Tenasserim, 
Thailand, and eastward to W, China. 

GENERAL HABITS : Little Icnowii. Apparently similar to those of the 
Purple Thrush. 

nesting: Somewhat doubtfully recorded from 10,000-11,000 ft. in 
Sikkim in June. Breeds in other areas (c.g. Assam hills) at much 
lower levels, 2500-5000 ft., May to July. Nest — similar to that of the 
Purple Thrush, in moderate sized trees in dense wet forest. Eggs — 3, 
rarely 4, indistinguishable from those of C. purpurea. Size about 
31X22 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERlSnCS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC The FlUina givCS foF J C? 

Wing 135-145; bill 12.5-13.5 (?): tarsus 25-26; tail 98-117 min. The Toong 
c? in Chicago meaiuies : Wing 115; bill 23; tarsus 27; tail 120 min. 

Schafer's specimen (adult *?) has Wing 147 mm. 

Iris brownish orange to deep crimson or maroon-brown (duller in 9 ); bill 
black, die gape and orbital skin pink; legs and feet Heshy brown to horny 
brown. 


THE EASTERN SPOTTED FORKTAIL 

Enictmis viaculatm gutlaius Gould 
EnicuTus Qutiaius Gould, 1865, Proc. ZouL Soc. London. 664 — 
Sikkim = Darjeeling. 


F.B.I. 2 :58 

LOCAL NAMES: Ooug-sum ching-plio (LciKrlia); Chubia- (Cliuka-) 
leka (Bhutia). 

.size: Between Bulbul and Myna. 

field CHARACi'ERS: A graceful, spotted, black and white bird, 
rather like a wagtail in gejieral aspect and deportment, with a long, 
deeply forked white tail. Above, forehead anef miterior crown white; 
rest black with small round white spots on liindneck and mantle, 
sj)arse or absent on lower back; rump and iipix?r tail-coverts white; 
wings black witli a white bar of dense stipx>liiig. Below, tliroat, neck 
and brea.st black; rest white. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common between 2000 and 8500 ft 
elevation (Dikehu, Singhik, Chungthang, Gangtok, Lachen). Affects 
rocky mountain streams in damp heavy jungle. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : E. Nepal; Bhutan, Assam hills north 
and south of the Brahmaputra; Marupur, Burma, N. Yunnan, N. 
Tonkin. The sx>ecies extends to Indocliina and south China. The 
adjoining (typical) race viaculatus stretches westward to the Afghan 
frontier. 

general HABITS : Seen singly or in pairs tripping over rocks amidst 
or on the edge of clear, .shady mountain streams. Tail held 
horizontally oflF the ground and .swayed gently up and down, as the 
bird pivots facing this way and that Utters a sharp kree in flight 
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ve^ like a Whistling Thrushes. Also a sharp, creaky cheek-chik-chik- 
chik-chik almost identical with one of the familiar calls of the Blue 
Magpie. Food: aquatic insects and their larvae. The spangled 
l^lumage completely obliteratc^s the bird in its native setting of rushing 
water, black rocks and foamy spray with dappled sunlight filtering 
through the leaves; and its modulated movements harmonize with the 
torrent to heighten the invisibility. 

nesting: Season — April to June. Nest — a thick-sided cup of moss, 
moss-roots, hair, etc., lined with skeleton leaves and rootlets. The 
moss is often deliberately soaked at the water s edge to make it pliant 
for plastering on to the nest. Placed near water in a niche or hollow 
in a stream bank, overhung with ferns and r(X)ts. Fggs — 3 or 4, pale 
buff or pale grey-green, freckled and spotted with light reddish brown. 
Size about 25 X 18 mm. Both sexes snare in nest building, incubation 
and feeding young. 

RACIAL charac:tkristics, mkasurements, etc : In the somewhat larger 
west Himalayan race maculatus, the si>ots on tlie back are larger, and more 
crescent-shaped on lower back. Also its black breast is spotted witVi white. 

The Fauna gives for rT v Wing 06-103; bill 18-19; tarsus 28-30; tail 
118-132 inin. Stiescmann measures the Wing ol six adult ^ in Schafer’s 
Sikkim collection : 95, 95, 96, 97, 100, 103 min. 

Iris dark brown, bill black; legs and feet while, pinkish at the joints. 



Eastern Spotted Foiklail 
About two-filths 
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MUSCICAPIDAE 


TIDE SLATYBACKED FORKTAIL 

Enicurm sclmtaccua (Hodgson) 

Motacilla (Enicurun) schistaceus Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res, 19: 189 — ^Ncpol. 

F.B.I. 2: 59 

LOCAL name; 

size: Between Bulbul and Myna. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : Very similar to the last, but with back slaty 
grey, plain and unspotted, and breast white (only chin and throat 
black). 

Above, narrow forehead and superciliurn white. Lores, cheeks and 
ear-coverte black. Crown and back slaty blue, tipped with white 
only on the scapulars. Wings black with two broad white bands. 
Rump and upper tail-coverts white. Tail largely white. Below, only 
chin and throat black; rest wliite, washed with slaty on flanks. Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common at the lower elevations 
c. 1000 to 2500 ft; sparingly up to 6000 ft. (Rangpo, Singtam, Martam, 
Dikchu, Gangtok). Aflects more open rocky steams; often even little 
trickles by mule paths and along tlie motor road — ^favourite haimts 
of the Grey Wagtail. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: From Kumaon eastward to the 
extreme NE. frontier, Naga Hills, Manipur, Burma, N. Thailand, 
Malaya, Yunnan, Indocliina. The species extends to S. China. 

GENERAL HABITS: Very similar to the last, and to other forktails. 
It will sometimes leap up into tlio air from a rock amidstream to 
capture a winged insect. Flight undulating, like a wagtail’s. When 
disturbed, flies swiftly up or down stream uttering tlie characteristic 
sharp kree, and often takes momentary refuge in a low branch. 

NESiTNC: Season — March- April to June-July. Nest — similar to the 
last: a deepish cup of moss, in a herbage-overhung hollow in a 
stream bank. Eggs — 3 or 4, similar to those of the Spotted Forktail, 
somewhat more variable. Size about 22 X 17 mm. Both sexes share 
in nest building, incubation and feeding young. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The Sikkim SuTvey Speci- 
mens measure: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Inner tail Outer tail 

2 (S 6 97-99 21 29 43-44 128.5-139 mm. 

1 9 98 20 29.5 48 125 mm. 

Three Schiifer skins Iroin Sikkim have Wing 1 6 99; 2 9 9 91, 92 mm. 

Iris dark brown; bill black; legs, feet and claws fleshy white. 


Two other pied forktails ol' a generally similar size and appearance 
also occur at lower altitudes in the foothills, between c. 1000 ft. (or 
lower) and 4500 ft. (Teesta and Great Rangeet valleys) ; 

1. The Blackbacked Forktail, Enicurus immacidatus (Hodgson). 
Forehead, superciliurn, and round the back of eye wliite. Rest of 
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head and upper back black, plain and unspotted. Chin and throat 
black; rest or underparts white. Wing c? 9 85-94 mm. In open 
forest or outskirts, on rooky streams lined with dense undergrowth of 
bracken etc. (Dentam, a 4000 ft). 

2. The Blackbreasted Forktail, Enicimis leschenaulii inclicus 
Hartert. Forehead and anterior crown white. Rest of head and 
upper back black, plain and unspotted. Chin, tliroat and upper 
breast black; lower breast and rest of underparts wliite. Wing cf 9 
98-114 mm. 

Tlie largest and blackest of the forktails. 

On overgrown streams and rocky ravines in dense forest. 

GENERAL HABITS (of both) *. As described above. 


THE LITTLE FORKTAIL 

Enicurus scoiileri Vigors 

Enicurus scouleri Vigors, 1832, Vroc. Zool. Soc, London: 174 — Himalayas. 



Little Forktail, about one-half 


F.B.i. 2 ; 65 

LOCAL name: Oong-sumbrek-pho (Lepcha), 

SIZE : Sparrow. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : A stub-tailed miniature of the Spotted Forktail. 
Above, forehead and forecrown w^hite; rest of head, neck and back 
black. Wings black, spotted with white at shoulder, and with a broad 
triangular white bar. Rump and upper tail-coverts wlute, the former 
with a broad black band across it. Below, throat and upper breast 
black; rest of underparts white. Tail short, slightly forked, of the 
same black-and-white pattern as in female Plumbeous Redstart. Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common and with a wide overall alti- 
tudinal range, between c. 1000 and 10,000 ft. (Singtam, Martam, 
Dikchu, Singhik, Toong, Chungthang, Lachen, Lachung). < Affects 
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rocky, torrential mountain streams, and nullahs with cascades and 
waterfalls. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM .* SE. Turkestan and Altai Mountains; 
throughout the Himalayas from Gilgit and Chitral through Kashmir 
to exti*eme east Assam north and south of Brahmaputra River; Naga 
Hills, NE, Burma, S. Tibet, N. Yunnan, Tonkin. The species extends 
to S. China and Formosa. 

GENERAL HABITS: Typical of the forktails. On a rock amidst the 
torrent, wags stub tail slowly up and down, and rapidly opens and 
shuts it with a smooth rhythmic scissors-like motion flicking the 
black-and-white pattern. This exactly resembles the foam of water 
tumbling over roughnesses of rock and often renders the bird 
completely invisible. Silent. Food: aquatic and dipterous insects 
and their larvae, taken at the wateFs edge or by flying out over the 
rapids in pursuit, very like the Plumbeous Redstart. 

nesting: Season — May-June. Nest — a miniature of that of the 
Spotted Forktail : a deep cup of moss, lined with moss-roots, skeleton 
leaves, etc. Placed in a hole or cleft of rock near or under a water- 
fall, or in the bank of a stream. Eggs — 3, white, sparsely speckl^l 
with light reddish brown. Size about 20x15 mm. Apparently, as in 
other forktails, both sexes share the dcmiestic duties. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASHUEMENTS, ETC : Tlu" FaUliil fiivOS (oi 6 9 

Wing 73-79; bill 12; tarsus c. 24-26; tail 41-49 nini. Six adult T ? in the 
Schafer Sikkim collection have Wing 72, 73, 74, 76. 78, 79 inni. 

Iris dark brown; bill black; legs and feet flc‘^liy white. 


Subfamily Troglodytinae : Wrens 


THE NEPAL WREN 

TrogIcHhjtp.s trogJoclytes lupalensix Blyth 
Troglodytes nipalensis Blytli, 1845, Jour. Asiat. Stir. Bengal 14: 589, 
ex Hodgson MS. — Nepal. 


F.B.i. 1: 445 

LOCAL name: Marchek-pho (Lepcha). 

.size: Sparrow — . 

FIELD characters: A diminutive, stub-tailed, dark rufous-brown 
bird with the lower back, wings and tail ckrsely barred with black. 
Below, slightly paler and tinged fulvous, closely black-barred except 
on chin, throat, and breast. Some white spots on under tail-coverts. 
TTie short tail is jauntily cocked up like a robin's. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Common at high elevations up 
to, and above the tree line, between c. 8000 and 16,000 ft., even in 
winter (Lachen, Lachung, Phaliit, Zemu, Thangu, Manshitang, 
Karponang, Gnatong, Changu, etc.). AflFects glacier moraines, rocky 
gulleys and boulder-strewn nullahs with fallen tree-trunks and brush- 
wood, piled stone parapet walls surrounding hill cultivation, etc. 



THE NEPAL WHEN 


DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Garhwal, Nepal, Bhutan, Chumbi 
Valley, parts of S. Tibet, Dafla Hills. The adjoining W. Himalayan 
race, neglectm, extends to Kashmir and the Afghan border. The 
sixjcies ha.s a wide overall distriI)ntiori in Enroj^>e and Asia. 

GENERAL HABITS *. Terrestrial; restless. Hops about lithely amongst 
boulders, creej^ing in and out of crevices and rotting tree-trunks and 
brushwood in search of {(xrd. Utters a soft chiruk, chiruk. When 
disturbed, bobs up and down ('bend-stretcli) like a dipper (Cinclm\ 
with wings partially drooped and stub tail erect, before disappearing 
into cover. FochI: small spiders mid insects. In summer, has a lively, 
high pitched jumble of a song, astonishingly loud and piercing, 
delivered from the top of a boulder or some other exposed situation. 

NESTING: Season — May-Jime. Nest — a large domed structure of 
moss, grass and leaves, thickly lined with feathers. Placed in the 
fissure of a birch tree or rock, or in the stone walls of a derelict 
sheplierd’s hut. Eggs — 5 or 6, white, faintly and sparsely stippled 
with red, with a few specks at the larger end. Size about 18 X 13 mm. 

RACiAi. cuAKAf TKiiis i'ics, ML^ASi 'HKAr^NTS, F.TC' : 111 the wcst Himalayan 

race, neglect us, I he* upp(T plumage is a much paler rufous-brown. 

Specimens eoll(’cl(*d liy the Sikkim Survey measure : 

W'iug Rill Tarsus Tail 

2 H* J 52.5-53.5 13-15 20-20.5 30-31.5 mm. 

2 : 9 ^19-50 12.5-13 19-19.5 29.5-30 mm. 

Ten Sikkim skins in the Schafer eolleetion give Wing 49(9)-54(cr) mm. 
(av. 52.2) — Strescjnaim. 

Iris brown; bill, legs, feet and claws horny blown. 



N(^pal Wren 
About two-thirds 
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Subfamily Cinclinae; Dippers 

THE WHITEBREASTED ASIATIC DIPPER 

Cinclus cinclus cinclus (Linnaeus)^ 

Stunms cincius Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., 10th ed., 1: 168 — Sweden. 



VVhitebreasted Asiatic Dipper, about three-eighths 

F.BX 2: 2 

LOCAL name; 

size: Myna. 

FIELD CHABACTERs : A dumpy, .stub-tailed, thrush-like bird, slaty and 
chocolate brown with glistening white throat and breast. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : A high elcvation species, occupying a higher 
zone than the Brown Dipper (C. paUmii), Meinertzhagen came across 
it in the Tibetan Plateau country of northern Sikkim at Gyagong 
(15,700 ft.) and Cliangu Lake (12,300 ft), and there are five skins in 
the Chicago Museum collected by Stevens at Gnatong (12,500 ft.) and 
Gyagong. Its normal range is between 9000 and 15,000 ft. The 
surveys came across it only at Thangu (o. 13,000 ft., N. Sikkim). 
Affects clear, swift mountain torrents; also glacier lakes and tarns, 
even though partially frozen, 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Bhutan; Chumbi Valley (S. Tibet). 
Most of Palaearctic Europe and Asia. Tli© paler race cashmeriensis 
occurs in Kashmir and Ladakh. Several other races are recognized 
over its wide range. 

GENERAL HABITS : Usually solitary, or in widely separated pairs. 
Stands on a rock in the middle of a clear snow-fra torrent, cocking 
its stub tail and bobbing up and down, partly flexing and stretching 
its legs, and turning its head from side to side. Takes a headlong 
plunge into the icy water from time to time, remaining submerged 
For a half minute or more in search of food. On emerging floats 
like a bobbing cork on the surface, jumps on to a stone again, shakes 
off the water from its plumage and resumes bowing and curtseying. 

^ According to Vaurie, C., (Bds, Pal. Fauna: 198) Sikkim bird.s are inter' 
mediate between the races enshmerfensis and przeoalkkii. 
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In flight, the short rounded wings vibrate rapidly with slight inter- 
mittent pauses. When on a black rock with tn© swirling torrent 
breaking into foam around it, the birds colour scheme completely 
obliterates it from view. This is also the case when the bird courses 
along a foot or two above the foam-flecked wavelets. Cdll: a shrill 
dzchit, dzchit uttered in flight. Also has a bright, rather loud, 
wren-like song in tlie breeding season. Food: chiefly aquatic insects 
and their larvae, 

nesting: Season — April to June, at 5000 to 14,000 ft altitude. 
Nest — a large, untidy ball of grass, leaves, weed stalks, etc., looking 
like a natural accumulation of flotsam debris. Placed on a ledge or 
in a crevice of rock on tlie bank of a torrent or islanded in it. Eggs — 
3 or 4, pure white. Size about 26X18 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Sikkim birds Rrc darker 
than the Kashmir population, and go better with the typical Palaearctic race. 
The mutant (or colour dimoiph ?; sordidus, fonnerly considered a distinct 
species, — with throat and breast brown like head — ^has been recorded from 
c. 15,000 ft. ill Sikkim. 

A Sikkim spr^cn'nien measures: Wing 100; bill 22; tarsus 27; tail 53 mm. 

Iris hazel; bill hlack or brownish black; legs, feet and claws blackish slaty 
brown. 


THE BROWN DIPPER 

Cinclus pallasii tenuirostris Bonaparte 
Cinclm tenvirostris Bonaparte, 1S50, Consp. Gen. Av. 1: 252, ex Gould 
MS. for Gould, Century of Birds, pi. 24 — Himalayas. 

F.B.r. 2: 4 

LOCAL NAMES : Nambong-karriak (Lepcha); Chubia nakka (Bhutia). 

.SIZE : Myna. 

FIELD ciiARACTERS : A sober, squat, chocM>Iate-brown bird with 
small wings and stumpy tail; reminiscent of a large wTen. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Moderately common on all the larger streams 
and torrents from c, 1000 to 9000 ft. elevation, even in winto (Rangpo, 
Martam, Gangtok, Chungthang, Lachen, Lachung). Above this alti- 
tude replaced by the white-breasted species. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal and the western Himalayas 
to Kashmir, Gilgit, Afghanistan. Chumbi Valley birds intergrade 
with dorjei of Bhutan, Assam hills north of the Brahmaputra, N. 
Burma, N. TTiailand. Another race in Formosa. 

The species has a wide Palaearctic range in Europe and- Asia. 

GENERAL HABITS: Similar to those of the Whitebreasted Dipper. 
Usually solitary or separated pairs, on boulders or driftwood in clear 
mountain streams. Upon alighting on a rock, jerkily droops wings 
and tail and does a quick bend-stretch on its legs. Dips into swirling 
torrent or miniature cascade and disappears for fifteen seconds or 
more, often walking along the bottom thus submerged. Surfaces and 
floats like a tiny moorhen, sometimes whirled around like a coracle 
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by the eddk*s. Frequently dives again from floating position like a 
dabchick. Jumps on to a rock, shakes the water off its plumage, bobs, 
curtseys and pivots. Caili a harsh, shrill dzchit, dzchit heard above 
the roar of the water. A short, full and rich song in breeding season. 
Flight: reminiscent of quail, on rapidly vibrating wings, low over the 
stream* Food: aquatic insects ana lawac. 

NESiiNC ; Season — March-April or earlier. Nest — globular, of 
green moss lined with leaves t'tc., with lateral entrance. Placed in a 
cleft of rock or on an overhung ledge in a stream, close above spray. 
Eggs — 4 or 5, white. Size about 27x18 mm. 

RACIAL c:ii\RACTt.RisTJc:s, MEASUREMENTS, Frc: The aclioinhig race dorjei 
of Bliiitau and eastward is considerably darker. 

The Fauna gives tlio ineasureinents as : d V Wing 03-101; bill 18-10; tarsus 
c. 28; tail 55-60 inin. 

Iris dark brown; bill black; legs and feet pale brown; soles yellow. 


Family Prunellidae : Accentors 


THE EASTERN ALPINE ACCENTOR 

Prunella cdlaris nipalensis (Blyth) 

Accentor nipahnsis Blytli, 1843, )our. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12; 958, 
ex 1 lodgson — N epal . 


F.B.I. 2: 188 

LOCAL NAME : 

size; Between Sparrow and Bulbul. 

FiELO CHARACTERS : A fine-billed but otherwise sparrow-like brown 
and chestnut bird with greyish crown, narrowly barred white throat, 
and conspicuously white-tipped tail. 

Above, greyisli brown, more rufous on back and with broad black 
centres to feathers, producing a scaly pattern. Rump and upper 
tad-coverts rufous. Tail dark brown, tipped with rufous and white. 
Wing-coverts greyish brown and dark brown, spotted with white. 
Wing quills dark brown, narrowly edged and tipped paler. Below, 
chin and throat white, closely barred with black. Sides of head and 
neck, and breast greyish brown. Rest of underparts deep chest- 
nut; middle of abdomen nifous-grey; under tail-coverts scalloped with 
white. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : A high elevation species, recorded by Schafer 
from c. 16,000 ft. in July and August (Gyagong). During winter 
months sometimes as low as c, 8000 ft., but seldom below (Lachai, 
Lachung, Karponang, Phalut, Sandakphu, Thangu, Gnatong, Changu). 
Affects rocky forest at high altitudes, and alpine countiy with rock 
outcrops above the tree-line. 
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DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, SE. Tibet. Other 
races in the western Pliinalayas, Tibet, Yunnan, Szechwan, NW, China. 

GENERAL HABITS : Keeps singly or in small loose parties of 5 or 6, 
quietly hopping on the ground like a house-sparrow, picking up 
insects and seeds. Usually very tame and confiding. In winter 
commonly seen amidst village nouses and about the piled stone 
parapets separating adjacent back yards and orchards, e.g. at Lachen, 
flying on to ledges of the roofs or window sills etc. when distiubed. 
Normally silent, l>ut utters a low chiUchittur when in parties. Song 
not adequately described, but said to be like that of the English 
Hedge-Sparrow or Dimnock. 

NEsnNG : Season — July- August. Nest — a well made cup of moss 
and grass, sometimes lined with a little fur. Placed under a rock or 
stone slab on a steep liillside, or in a crevice low down in a cliff-face. 
Eggs — 3, beautiful deci) blue, unmarked. Size about 23x16 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTLRISTfC S, MLASLKtJMKNTS, L’l C : Tilt' SpCCiCS P. COlUiriS iS 

clilFereiitiiittd from the next, T\ himalnyana, by its uniformly gieyiiih brown 
breast as against lufous (witli the feathers edged white) in the latter. 

The adjoining W. Himalayan race tvhympcri is paler than uipalensis, and 
less rufous. 

A specimen (cS) colleettd by the Survey measures; Wing 97; bill 15; tarsus 
25; tail 66.5 mm. Schafer's Sikkim series gives Wing 6 d <S 97-104 (av. 97.6); 
4 9 + 93-98 (av, 95.2) mm. 

Iris dark brown; bill black, bright yellow at base and gape; legs and feet 
brownish flesh colour. 
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THE ALTAI, or RUFOUSBREASTED, ACCENTOR 

Prunella hinudayana (Blyth) 

Accentor himalayanus Blyth, 1842, Jour, Asiat, Soc. Bengal 11; 
] 87 — Himalayas. 


F.B.i. 2: 191 

LOCAL name: 

size: sparrow. 

FIELD characters: Above, forehead to hindneck greyish brown 
with dark streaks; a narrow pale grey supercilium. Back black with 
rufous edges to the feathers; rump pale greyish brown. Tail dark 
brown, edged with pale rufous and tipped with white. Wing- 
coverts black and rufous, tipped with white. Wing quills blackish, 
broadly edged with pale mfous on secondaries. BetoWy chin, throat 
and foreneck white, spotted with brown at sides, bordered below by 
an indefinite short black collar; sides of neck greyish brown. Rest 
of undeiparts ferruginous, the feathers edged with white, broadly 
on flanks and under tail-coverts; middle of abdomen whitish. Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : A high altitude species. Meinertzhagen 
obtained it at 11,650 ft. (Yumthang) in December (1925); there is a 
spedmen in the Cliicago Museum of Natural History collected by the 
Suydam Cutting Sikkim Expedition at Gnatong, c. 12,500 ft., in March 
(1931), and it breeds at even higher elevations. Does not normally 
descend below 8000 ft. in winter, but I once came across a flock of 
about 50 birds at 6800 ft. (between Chungthang and Lachung) — 
18 January 1953 — ^which had doubtless been forcea down temporarily 
by the severe snowstonns at higher levels during the previous 2 or 3 
days. (Lachen, Lachung, Karponang, Jeluk). Affects open stony 
country with dwarf rhododendron scrub etc. 

DisTRiBuiTON ouTsmE SIKKIM: The Altai Moimtains, Turkestan, 
Afghanistan and eastward through Kashmir and Nepal to the Miri 
Hills and SE. Tibet. Ludlow did not come across it in Bhutan. 

GENERAL HABITS: In Winter often forms large close-packed flocks 
which hop about and feed among the .stones, flying up all at once 
when disturbed and perching close together in bare tree-tops like 
starlings at a roost. From here the flock launches into the air every 
now and again to whecd around and return to the perch in a way 
reminiscent of grandalas. The flock, whether in a tree or on the 
ground, keeps up a constant warbling twitter. Also reported to utter 
Very sweet notes on the wing*. 

NESTING: The nearest records (2) are from Yatung (14,000 ft.), 
7 May and 4 July. Nest — an untidy cup of grass, leaves, roots, etc., 
lined with wool. Placed at the base of a low bush, or in a hollow 
under a rock. Eggs— deep blue, unmarked. Size about 23 X 16 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTEHISHCS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The rufous breast of this 
accentor, scalloped with while, distinguishes it readily from P, collaris in which 
the breast is a uniform greyish brown. 
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The Survey specimens measure: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

2 dd 94-07 13.5-14 22-22.5 55-57 mm. 

2 99 91-94 13.5 22 54-58 mm. 

Iris pale claret; bill blackish brown, yellow on commissure at gape; legs and 
teet orange-brown; claws horny brown. 

Below each joint of the toes is a curious pimple-like pad such as is also 
present in the Mountain Finch (Leucosticte nemoHcoUi), Possibly an insulat- 
ing mechanism for hopping on snow? 


THE MABOONBACKED ACCENTOR 

Prunella immaculaia (Hodgson) 

Accentor immaculalns Hodgson, 1845, Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 34^Nepal, 
ex ZooL MiscelL: 83, 1844, noni, nud. 


F.BJ. 2: 193 

LOCAL name: 

SIZE : Sparrow. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : Above, forehead, crown and nape dark ashy, 
scalloped with white on forehead. Lores black; ear-coverts slaty 
brown. Upper back rufous olive-brown, chan^g to maroon on lower 
back and rump. Upper tail-coverts rufous oliveirown. greyish 
brown. Wing quills largely blackish, edged with ^ey. Below, ashy 
brown; lower abdomen, vent and under tail dark chestnut; thighis 
slaty. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : A high altitude species. According to Stevens 
‘sparingly distributed and or irregular occurrence at elevations from 
7000 to 8000 ft. during winter*. Meinertzhagen obtained a sinde 
specimen at Phalut, 12,100 ft, on 9 January (1926), and during me 
Survey Dr Biswas got another a thousand feet lower in the same 
locality on 29 December Q952), In summer up to 15,000 ft. or higher. 
Affects rhododendron ana conifer forest interspersed with open grassy 
patches and rock outcrops. 

DisraiBUTioN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, SE. Tibet, Yunnan, 
W. China. 

GENERAL HABITS: Gregarious in winter. Ludlow writes that it is 
not only a ground bird but also a restless inhabitant of the summits 
of confers where it utters an oft-repeated monotonous two-syllabled 
call. It is a strong flier.’ (Ibis, 1944: 192). 

nesting: I cannot ti’ace any specific breeding record for Sikkim 
though Stuart Baker (Nidification, ii ; 166) says ‘it breeds in Sikkim at 
elevations of 10,000 ft. and upwards . . and he is doubtless correct. 
Season — May to July. NesI — ^the typical untidy cup of grass, leaves, 
etc., lined with goat’s hair and wool. Built on or near the ground, 
at the base of a furze bush. Eggs — S or 4, rarely 5, deep blue, 
unmarked. Size about 20X15 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTEHiSTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : The uiistieaked maroon 
upper plumage of this accentor is diagnostic. 
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Tlireo specimens ( 9 ? ) collecltxi in E. Nepal by Dr Dillon Ripley measure : 
Wing 78*81; bill 12.5*13; tail 49.5*57 min. 

Iris orange with a white inner ring; bill black; legs and feet pale brownish 
flesh.' 


THE ROBIN ACCENTOR 

Prunella ruheculoides (Horsfield 6c Moore) 
Accentor rubeculoidetf Horsfield 6f Moore, 1854, Cat. Birds Mus. 
E. 1. Co. 1: 361— Nepal. 


F.B.I. 2: 193 

LOCAL name: Phoo-ehing-plio (Leix'lia). 

SIZE : Sparrow. 

FIELD ciiAiucTERS : Ahovc, forehead, crown, nape and side.s of neck 
brown. Back and rump rufous-brown, the feathers with broad black 
centres. Upper tail-coverts olive-brown. Tail brown with pale edges. 
Wing-coverts brown, tifiped with white; wing quills blackish, edged 
paler. Beloto, chin, throat, and sides of neck mottled ashy brown; 
breast dark femiginous. Rest of underparts whitish, the sides of 
abdomen and under hiil streaked witli rufous -brown. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT .* A high altitude species. P\>und by Meinertz- 
hagen at between 13,000 and 16,000 ft. (Thangu, Yumthang, Gyagong) 
even in winter — November, December. Schafer collected a large 
series including juveniles at a. 16,000 ft. (Gyagong) in July and August; 
also a specimen at 4000 ft. (Singhik) in October, which is an 
abnormally low limit for this bird. The Sikkim Surv^ey obtained 
an example at 8500 ft. (Lachen) in February. Aflects barren hillsides 
and typical windswept Tibetan plateau country in N. Sikkim, dotted 
with rounded furze {Cara^ana) bushes or ‘hedgehogs'. 

DISTRIBUTION ouTsuiE SIKKIM .* The high Himalayas from the 
Afghan boundaiy and Garhwal through Nepal and Bhutan; Tibet, 
Hsifan Mountains to northern Nan-shan; Szechwan, Kansu, etc. 

GENERAL HABITS: Gfegarious in winter like other accentors, but 
in smaller flocks. Usually fearless and confiding. Hops on ground 
stiffly like a sparrow, picking up .seeds and insects. During the 
breeding season the only ‘song’ heard by me was a pleasant but 
feeble iililili. Whether the ‘sweet little song’ mentioned in the 
Fauna is a reference to the .same or another is not clear. 

NESTING: Seofion — ^Junc-July. — ^an untidy cup of grass, weed 

stems, etc. lined with hair. Placed on or near the ground within a 
furze ‘hedgehog’, or in a hollow in a bank. Eggs — ^normally 3, deep 
turquoise — or ‘hedge-sparrow’ blue. Size about 20x16 mm. 

KACiAL ciiAHACnvHisiic:.s, Mr.ASURf.MhN'i s, VTc : Tho sprcios is miclily dis- 

tinguished from the otiier rufous-l)rciasted accentor, /*. atrophiata^ by the absence 
of a superciliuni. Birds from Kashmir and the W. Himalayas are somewhat 
paler than those from Nepal and Sikkim 
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Stresciiiann measures Schafer's N. Sikkim series as : Wing 15 d d 75-84; 
7 9 9 72-76 mm. 

Iris whitey lirown to clear pale brown; bill black; legs and feet fleshy 
brown to horny reddish brown; claws darker.’ 


THE RUFOUSBREASTED ACCENTOR 

Prunella strophiata straphiata (Blyth) 

Accentor stropliiatus Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 959, 
ex Hodgson MS. — Nepal. 

Plate 19, fig. 1 (facing p. 224) 


F.B.I. 2: 196 

LOCAL name: Phoo-cliing-pho (Lepcha). 

SIZE : Sparrow. 

FIELD characters: Abovc, mfesceiit brown, boldly streaked with 
blackish. Sides of face dark brown; a conspicuous broad rufous 
supcrcilium (whitish anteriorly), bordered above with black. Sides 
of neck ashy, with blackish streaks. Tail brown. Wing quills 
brown, edged with nifous: coverts white-tipped, forming a narrow 
wing-bar. Below, chin and throat white, with black spots at sides 
and base. Breast deep ferruginous, paling on flanks, and to whitish 
on abdomen and under tail. Sides of breast, flanks and abdomen 
boldly streaked witli black. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: III winter sparingly between c. 5500 and 
9000 ft. (Chungthang, Lachai, Lachung, Gangtok). Sohafer procui-ed 
it in February^ (1938) at c. 12,000 ft (Changu) and the Suydam Cutting 
Expeilition at 12,5(xj ft (Gnatong) in March (1931). Blanford recorded 
it at 12,000 ft. in the Chola Range in September (1870). Sohiifer 
collected adults and juveniles at 13,000 ft. (Thangu), July-August. 
Breeds up to c. 16,000 ft. Aflecls forested hillsides as well as opener 
scrub growth of dwarf rhododendron, juniper, etc, in summer — 
wetter biotoi^e than other accentors. 

DiSTiUBUTioN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Gai’hwal, Nepal, Bhutan, SE. Tibet 
The adjoining rac'c jerdotn stretches westward tlm>ugh Kaslunir to 
the Afghan boundary. The species extends to tlie mountains of 
Szechwan, Kansu, etc. 

GENEiuL HABiTO: Kcep.s ill pairs or small parties in summer to 
dwarf rhododendron and juniper covered hillsides. Fonns linger 
flcK^ks in winter, then afftx'ting ojoencr coimtiy dotted sparsely with 
Berheris, Lcmicera and sucli-like bushes, and the neighbourhood of 
fallow hill cultivation. Tlie bird hops about (niietly at the base of 
bu.shes, picking up se^ds and insects. Wlien disturbed it works its 
way wim great speed through the tangles of thorny branches, and 
hops across to the next bush. WTien flushed it dives into cover abniptly 
after a short liedge-liopping flight. Normal note, a rather high-pitched 
tr-r-r. In the breeding season the male delivers a short pretty wren- 
like song, but less loud or penetrating. 
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nesting: Setison — ^May to July, Nest — a rather untidy cup of 

f ^rass, moss and lichen neatly lined with fine dry grass^ wo<5 or 
eathers. Usually placed in a low bush. Eggs— ^ or 4, beautiful 
turquoise or 'hedge-sparrow' blue. Size about 19 X 14 mm. Both sexes 
incubate and feeS the young. 

HACiAL cHARACTKRis'ncs, MEASUREMENTS, ETC; The •Combination of rufous 
breast witli prominent supeicilium is diagnostic of this species. The W. 
Himalayan race jerdoni has a paler rufous breast, and greyish brown upper pints 
as against rufous-brown. 

The Sikkim Sm*vey specimens measure ; 2 J J Wing 70-73; bill 13, 13; tarsus 
20.5-22.5; tail 60, 60 mm. 

Schafer’s Sikkim skins give Wing 1 d 69, 3 9 9 64, 65, 66 min. 

Iris dark orangc-broum; bill homy brown, pale at chin and commissure at 
base of lower mandible; legs and feet dusky orange-brown; claws homy brown. 


Family Motaciludae : Wagtails Pipits 

THE KANSU TREE-PIPIT 

Antlms hodgsoni berezowskii Zarudny^ 

Atithus macuUitm berezowskii Zarudny, 1909, Orn, Monaisb. 17 : 41 — SW. Kansu. 

F.B.i. 3: 283 

LOCAL name: 

SIZE : Sparrow. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : A sUm, sober-colourcd, wagtail-like bird. 
AbovCy olive-brown, broadly dark-streaked, and with a prominent 
fulvou.s and white superdlium. Two narrow wing-bars. Below, 
fulvous white, streaked with black on tliroat and breast. Sexes alike. 

Pipits are all superficially very alike and the different species not 
easily or satisfactomy identified in the field. In die present case, 
moreover, three races evidently occur together in Sikkim in winter. 
Sight records as to subspecies, il unsupported by specimens, are 
therefore valueless. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: This, as determined bv Stresemann, is the 
breeding race of Sikkim and Bhutan. Schafer collected a large series, 
including juveniles, on its breeding grounds at c. 13,000 ft. (Thangu) 
between 1 and 17 July. Also at Lachen (9000 ft.) in August; 
Chungthang (5000 ft.) in November; and Gangtok (6300 ft.) in 
December and January. The Sikkim Survey collected ten specimens 
between November and February between, 1000 and 6500 ft. (Rangpo, 

‘ Vaurie (1959, The Birds of the Palaearctic Fauna; 68; coiwiderod the race 
berezowskii of questionable validity. Since Bien Ripley has also altercxl his view 
and merged this race witli nominate hodgsoni in his Synopsis of the Birds of 
India and Pakistan. 
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Sixigtam, Temi, Rinchinpong and above Chungthang) comprising tlie 
other two races, namely hodgsoni and yunnanensis, which are wun* 
dant as passage mi^ants and winter visitors, first arriving in 
September. Schafer mso j^ocured hodgsoni at Lachen (Sq^emoer), 
Thangu (1 Octol^er) and Gangtdk (10 December, 31 January, 2 and 
18 February, 1 March). Meinertzhagen found hodgsani abundant in 
suitable country in Sikkim between 5000 and 6000 ft. altitude, 
November to Tanuaiv. This appears to be the position in Sikkim — 
but far from clear. (For diagnosis of the races, their ranges and other 
details see Ripley, Jour. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 47 (4); 622-627 — 
1948, but see footnote above). 

general habits : Very wagtail-like. Loose parties or flocks affect 
upland pastures, fallow cultivation, mule paths and openings in forest, 
running about on the ground to capture tiny insects, flying up into 
trees when disturbed. Call: a sha^ single tseep from time to time. 
In the breeding season the male rises a short distance in the air on 
quivering wings from a bai'e tree-top and volplanes back to his 
perch with wings and tail outspread, singing a pretty but wheezy 
lark-like song. 

nesting: Seasoti — May to July. Nest — a shallow cup of grass, 
roots and leaves, lined with finer grasses. Placed in a depression at 
the base of a grass tuft or boulder. Eggs — 3 or 4, variable, pinkish- 
or yellowish stone, or greyish, profusely speckled witli reddish brown. 
Size about 22 X 16 mm. 

MACiAL CHAHACTERiSTics, MEASURENfKNTS, ETC:: Hind claw not oxceediiig 
hind too in length; pale tip of iimer web of i^enultimate tail feather veiy small- 
white; upper plumuge greenish, streaked. 

Schafer’s skins nieasni*e : 

herezowskii Wing 20 J V 78-86 (av. 82.7) nun. 

hodgsotti 12 o d 81-90 (av. 85.0) nun. (Stresemann). 

The Sikkim Survey speciinciLS measure: 

Wing Bill Tiusus Tail 

A. Ji. hodgsoni o 6 ^ 82-86 13-14 21-22.5 55-64 inm. 

A. h. yuntianensi^ 5 J V 84-88 13-15 21-22 58-64 nmi. 

Iris brown; lull horny brown, paler on lowci' mandible; legs and feet 
brownish flesh colour; claws horny brown. 


THE VINACEOUSBREASTED, or HODGSON'S, PIPIT 

Anthus foseatm Blyth 

Anlhus ivsvatus Blyth, 1847, Jour. Amft. Soc. Uengai 16; 437, 
ex Hodgson MS. — Nepal. 


F.B.I. 3: 295 
LOCAL name: 
size: Sparrow, 

FIELD CHARACTERS : Sumvmt (breeding) ; Above, black, each feather 
edged with olive-brown. A broad vinous pink supercilium* Below% 
20 
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chin, throat and breast vinous pink; rest of lower plumage fulvous. 
Sides of breast, and flanks, boldly streaked with black. Sexes alike. 
In winter the vinous pink is paler. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Breeds in the alpine zone in N. Sikkim 
between c. 12,000 and 16,500 ft. (Yumthang, Thangu, Gnatong, Gyag- 
ong, *Kiang-Lager). Mostly on passage at lower levels, September/ 
October and March/ April, but some apparently stay behind 
even near the highest levels well into or throughout the winter. 
Obtained between October and April at Chungthang, Lachen, Gang- 
tok, Karponang. In summer affects upland pastures, glacier valleys, 
boggy meadows recently under snow, and moors above the tree-line. 

DISTRIBUTION ouTsmE SIKKIM: Summer (breeding), central Asia, 
Afghanistan and throughout the high Himalayas, east to Kansu, 
Yunnan, etc. Winter, practically throughout N. India, Assam, N. 
Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS: On its alpine breeding grounds rather similar to 
A. h. berezawskii, including the aerial nuptial display and song. 

NESTING: Seasofi — mainly Jime-July. Nest and eggs — typical of 
the pipits, similar to those described; the latter also with the same 
wide range of variations. Size about 22x15 mm. 

KACiAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Hiiicl claw exceeding hind 
toe in length; sides of body coarsely streaked witli black; axillaries and under 
wing-coverts primrose yellow. 

Schafer’s Sikkim series measures : Wing 10 d d 85-95 (av. 88.8); 3 9 9 83, 
87, 87 mm. 

Iris brown; bill horny black, paler on lower mandible; legs and feet brownish 
flesh colour; claws darker. 


Schafer collected 7 examples of Blyth’s Pipit, Anthus godlewskii 
(Taezanowski) = striolatm Blyth, at Lachen (9000 ft.) between 4 and 
18 September 1938, evidently on southward passage from its breed- 
ing grounds in Transbaikalia over Tibet to Assam and Burma. 
Stresemann measures these (cT?) as: Wing 88-97 (over 90 mm. in 
5); tarsus 25-28; hind toe 11-12; hind claw 10-12 (once 14) mm. 

Blanford found this pipit common in clearings a little below 
7000 ft. in earlv September, and also at Phalung, above 15,000 ft. 
(N. Sikkim) in the beginning of October (c. 1870). 

RECOGNITION : Above, brown with broad dark centres to the 
feathers. Below, fulvous, faintly streaked on breast and anterior 
flanks. Hind toe about equal in length to hind claw. 
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HODGSON’S HED WAGTAIL 

Motiwilla (dba alboideis Hodgson 
MoiaciUa alboides Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Rev. 19: 191 — Nepal 

F.B.i. 3: 262 

LOCAL name: 

SIZE : Sparrow; witli longer tail* 

FIELD CHARACTEBS: A s&i, handsome, black-and-white bird seen 
on rocks and shingle beds in streams, constantly wagging its tail up 
and down. Sexes more or less alike. 

^ Summer: Above, forehead broadly white; crown, ear-coverts and 
rest ctf upper parts black, with a broad white wing-band. Tail black 
with outer pair of feathers white. Beloto, chin, throat and breast 
black; rest of lower plumage white. 

Winter: Above, dark grey; ear-coverts black. Below, chin and 
throat white or mottled with white. The broad wing-band usually 
prominent. 

In winter plumage difficult to tell from the Masked Wagtail 
(M. a. personaia) wmch may turn up in Sikkim on passage. Less 
easily confused with the Indian White Wagtail (M. a, dukhunensis ) — 
also a possible passage migrant — the eai*-coverts of the latter being 
consistently white at all seasons. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Sparing winter visitor to the lower reaches 
of the Teesta and other rivers, c. 1000 ft. (Rangpo, Singtam). Blanford 
obtained it at c. 12,000 ft. altitude (Lacnung Valley) in Se^ember. 
Schafer collected specimens July to November in N. Sikkim oetween 
c. 9000 and 16,500 ft, (Lachen, Thangu, Gyagong), including juveniles 
in July and August. Betts observed Pied Wagtails, presumably tiiis 
species, at 12,000 ft, (Yakthang) in May — ^^xiirs (xjcupying teiritories 
and evidently about to breed. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Summer (breeding): the high 
Himalayas from Gilgit through Kashmir, Nepal and Bhutan to E. 
Tibet; Szechwan, Kansu, etc. 

GENERAL HABITS : Pairs, or small scattered parties (in winter), affect 
rocks and shingle banks in and along stretches of clear mountain 
streams where comparatively pladd. The birds run about witli quick 
mincing steps, wagging their tails, picking up tiny insects and molluscs 
cast up by the spray and ripples; sometimes wading in, and 
occasionally springing up a few feet in the air to capture winged 
prey. Flight: characteristic of the wagtails, a series of dipping curves 
produced by a few rapid wing beats alternated with a short jiause. 
It is accompanied by sharp chichip, chichip notes. 

NESTING : Not sj.>ecificiilly recorded in Sikkim, but season evidently 
from mid-May to July. Nest — a fairly bulky cup of grass, roots, etc. 
lined with wool or hair. Placed in a hole or pocket under a boulder, 
or tunongst flotsam washed up on an islet amid stream. Eggs — 4 
or 5, white, freckled and spotted with reddish brown, more densely 
at die broad end. Size about 22x 16 mm. 
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RACIAL CHARACTEBisncs, MEASUREMENTS, ETC ; Schiifer’s Specimens from 
N. Sikkim measure : Wing 5 ad. d d 89-97 (av. 94.0); 3 9 9 84, 86, 86 mm. 
Iris brown; bill, legs, feet and claws black. 


Schafer procured specimens of Swinhoe's White Wagtail 
(Motacilla alba haicalemis Swinhoe) in N. Sikkim, at Lachen (9000 ft.) 
and 'Kiang-Lager^ (16,500 ft.) in September and October, evidently 
on passage from their E, Siberian breeding grounds to their winter 
quarters in S. China etc. They measure : Wing 3 cTcf 90, 95, 98; 
2 9 9 88, 89 mm. (Stresemann). 

This race is superficially very close to M. a. 'i>er sonata Gould (grenr- 
backed, with black ear-coverts), but in summer plumage always re- 
tains the white chin, and the white forecrown extoids further back 
to almost behind tlie eyes. Tlie two are indistinguishable in the field 
in winter. 


THE LARGE PIED WAGTAIL 

Motacilla niaderaspatensis Gmelin 

Motacilla maderaspatemis Gmelin, 1789, Syst. Nat. 1 (2): 961 — India (=s Madras). 



Large Pied Wagtail Hodgson’s Pied Wagtail 

About two-lhirds 


F.B.L 3: 263 
LOCAL name : 

SIZE : Bulbul. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : Similar to Hodgstm's Pied Wagtail, but s(Hne- 
what larger. Tlie black of the crown extends in a narrow point 
down the forehead to base of bill, parting the broad white supercilia. 
(In a. alboides the forehead is broadly white, unbroken in the middle). 
The white wing-band is narrower and less arresting. In the female 
the black portions are duller and browner. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not common. Met with only on die Teesta 
River at Rangpo, o. 1200 ft. — November to April; no data thereafter. 
Presumably resident at low altitudes. 

DisTRiBunoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Throughout the Himalayas up to 
c. 2000 ft. elevation, and die entire Indian Union excepting Assam. 
GENERAL HABITS : Non-migratoiy, Nonnally keeps in pairs to dear, 
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rocky, placid streams, tanks, and reservoirs. Has a number of pleas- 
ing whistling calls, and a sweet Magpie Robin-like song in the breed- 
ing season. Food etc. as of otihor wagtails. 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim. T^est — a cup-shaped pad of 
rootlets, hair, wool, etc. under a projecting rock or girders of a bridge, 
or among the rafters of a dwelling house — ^always near water. Eggs — 
3 or 4, greyish-, brownish-, or greenish white blotched and streaked 
with various shades of brown. Size about 22x16 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS. MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The FauTia gives the 
measurements (cT9) as: Whig 97-103; bill 14-15; tarsus 25-26; tail 95-105 mm. 

Specimens collected by Dr Biswas at Rnngix) give Wing 2 o? 90, 95 mm. 

Iris brown; bill, legs, feet and claw’s black. 


THE EASTERN GREY WAGTAIL 

Motacilla cmpica caspica (Gmelin) 

Parus caspiem Gmelin, 1744, Reise d. Russ. 3, pi. 20, fig. 2: 104 — 
Enzeli on tlie .southern shore of the Caspian Sea. 

F.B.i. 3: 265 

LOCAL name: 

size: Sparrow; slimmer, with longer tail. 

FiEi.D characters: MoJe (winter); Above, blue-grey with olive 
tinge. Faint whitish supci'cilia and moustaeliial streaks. Rump 
greenish yellow. Tail largely white and black. Below, chin, throat, 
breast and imdemarts buffy white, yellow on vent and under tail- 
coverts. Sexes alike in winter plumage. 

Male (summer): Abooe, darker and more slat>'^ grey. Supercilia 
and moustachial streaks wluter and more prominent. A white wing- 
patoh at base of innen* secondaries. Below, chin, throat, and upper 
oreast black; rest of underparts bright yellow. 

Female (summer) : Supercilia and moustachial streaks less promi- 
nent. Black of chin and throat mottled with white. Yellow under- 
parts less bright than in male. 

STATUS AND HABITAT.* Apparently not breeding in Sikkim. An un- 
common passage migrant in small numbers southward in September, 
returning in April, though a few may overwinter at moderate ele- 
vations. Schafer obtained specimens at Lachen (9000 ft.) on 14 and 
17 September, and at Gangtok (6300 ft.) on 20 and 30 December 
and 15 January. Between No\'ember and April the Sikkim Survey 
only came across a single example at Martam /c. 2000 ft — ^21 
December) at a seepage trickle along the motor roaa. 

distribution ocrrsiDE SIKKIM : Smvnier (breeding), eastern N. Asia 
south to Afghanistan and the Himalayas, at least in Kashmir and 
Garhwal. Winter, hilly biotope throughout the Indian Union, both 
Pakistans, Burma, Ceylon, the Andamans and Malaysia. 

GENERAL HABITS : Like Other wagtails, but solitary and unsociable. 
Normally met with singly, widely s^rated from the next of its kind, 
and not in association with other wagtails. 
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FACIAL cHAHAcrEHisTics, MEASUREMENTS. ETC. ScHater's Sikkim specimens 
measure; Win|Df/tnil 1 6 83/88; 4 9 9 79/85; 80/90; 80/92; 82/92 mm. 
(Stresemann), 

Iris brown; bill horny brown, paler at chin and commissure; logs and feet 
brownish flesh colour; claws dusky. 


THE BLACKBACKED YELLOWHEADED WAGTAIL 

Motacilla citreola calcarata Hodgson 
MotacUl^ calcarata Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. J\es. 19: 190 — Nepal. 

F.B.i. 3: 274 

LOCAi. names: Ane-kegah; Ani-chejyta (Tibetan). 

size: Sparrow; slimmer, with longer tail. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : MoJe (summer) : Above, head and neck bright 
lemon yellow. Rest of upper plumage deep black, with some white 
in wings and tail. Below, bright lemon yellow or canary yellow. 

Female: similar but paler overall. Upper plumage brownish 
black; yellow parts sometimes almost whitish. 

Male (winter): Above, forehead, a broad siii)erdlium and sides 
of head yellow; crown dark olive; back grey. A dusky line through 
eye. Below, yellow; breast more or less mottled with dusky. 

Female: similar in general but duller. Yellow forehead very 
narrow making the whole liead dark olive with a yellow tinge. 

Various other species of yellow wagtails are likely to occur as 
passage migrants in Sikkim. In winter plumage they are difficult to 
identify in the field. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Breeds at high altitudes. Sch^er collected 
a seod series in N. Sikkim at c. 16,0(W ft. (Gyagong) on 10 August. 
Also spedmens at ‘Kiang-Lager (16,500 ft.) on 1 October, and at 
Lachen (9000 ft.) on 11 September and 14 and 15 October, All 
the August specimens were in breeding plumage; the others in 
winter or juvenile dress. 

Not met with by the Survey or other investigators between 
November and April, so it evidently does not overwinter in Sikkim. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Summer (breeding), central Asia, 
Iran, Afghanistan, and the Himalayas eastward to Sikkim, and Tibet. 
Winter, N. India south to Kutch, east to extreme E. Assam. Also 
Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS : A Water wagtail, keeping in pairs to swamps and 
little streams meandering through grassy uplana meadows. Other- 
wise not different frtwn other wagtails. 

NESTING : Semon — ^June to July/ August. Nest — neat cup of grass 
and roots, thickly lined with wool and hair. Placed at the base of a 
small bush or in soft lush grass on a waterlogged meadow. Eggs — 3 
to 5, greyish stone or pale khaki, with darker stippling. Siase Sbout 
21X15 mm. 

RACIAL cMARACTRiiisTics, MEA.suHEXfRNTs, ETC: Dr .StTPsenmim remarks on 
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tht* possibility tliat the breeding population of high Sikkim may be diluted in 
autumn by passage migrants of the E. Siberian nominate race. In winter 
plumage, this is difficult to differentiate save maybe by its slightly longer wings and 
tail, and relatively somewhat shorter tarsus. Thus he considers it possible 
that 3 of Schafer’s imd- October skins may belong to true citreoh. 

Schiller’s Sikkim series measures: 

Wing Bill 

10 ad. c? c? 82^84 (av. 83.3) 13-15 (av. 13.8) mm. 

4 ud. 9 9 73. 76, 76. 78 13-13.5 mm. 

Iris dark brown; bill, legs, feet and claws black. 


Family LAmiDAE : Shrikes 

THE BROWN SHRIKE 

Lanius crivtatus cristaitts Linnaeus 

Lnnim cristatus Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., 10th ed., 1 : 93 — Bengal. 

F.B.i, 2: 300 

LOCAi. name: 

size: Bulbul. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : Adult : Ahooe, reddish brown with white fore- 
head and superciliuiTi. A black line from lores through eyes to ear- 
coverts. Tail rufous-brown. Wings brownish black, edged rufous; 
without white 'mirror . Belotu, chin, throat and cheeks white. Rest 
pale fulvous, richest on flanks. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Uncommon. According to Stevens a winter 
visitor to the hills and valleys of the Sikkim Himalayas at moderate 
elevations, chiefly on passage to the Indian plains. The Sikkim 
Survey came across it only once at Rinchinpong, c. 5000 ft, in January. 
Not recorded by Meinertz-hageii or Schafer. 

DISTRIBUTION oiTTSiDE SIKKIM: Summer, throughout Siberia from 
Lake Baikal to Kamchatka, Winter, peninsular India, Ceylon, 
Burma, Thailand, etc. Together with other races, ranges widely over 
SE. Asia in winter. 

GENERAL HABITS: Typical of the shrikes. Rather crepuscular. 

BAciAi. cHARAcn'ERisTics, MEAsuiu^MEisTrs, ETC: The Only Sikkim Survey 
specimen (9; measures Wing 88; bill 17; tarsus 25.5; tail 84.5 mm. 

Iris brown; upper mandible homy brown, flesh coloured at gape; lower 
mandible flesh coloured, horny brown at tip; legs, feet and claws dark horny 
brown. 
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THE GREYBACKED SHRIKE 

Lanim tephronotus tephronotm (Vigors) 

ColluHo tephromtus Vigors, 1831, Proc. Zool. Sac. London: 43—Himalayas. 
Restricted by Stuart Baker, 1924, to Gyantse, Tibet (F.B.I. 2 : 297); corrected 
by Mayr, 1947, to ‘Foothills of the Himalayas near Daijeeling where breeding 
birds of the Gyantse district may be expected in winter*. (Jour, Bombay Nat, 

Hist. Soc. 47: 127.) 

Plate 14, fig. 1 (facing p. 145) 


F.B.I. 2: 297 

LOCAL NAMES: Sakrik-pho (Lepcha); Totem (Bhutia); Bhadraya 
or Bagaha-teiitha (Nepili). 

SI2E: Between Bulbul and Myna. 

FiEiJ> CHARACTERS: Ahoiye, forehead and a broad band through 
eyes to ear-coverts black. Crown, nape, hindneck and back dark 
leaden grey. Rump and upper tail-a>verts rufous. Tail chestnut- 
brown. Wings black, rarely with a small white patch or "mirroi^. 
Below, rufous; paler on abdomen. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: A high elevation shrike, breeding at 10,000 
to 15,000 ft, in the Tibetan facies of N. Sikkim. Descends lower 
in winter. Recorded, November to April, at Rangpo, Singtam, 
Martam, Chungthang, Gangtok, Lachung, Schafer collected speci- 
mens, including juveniles, at Chungthang, Lachen, Thangu — ^June 
to September (19^). Blanford found it common at Laohung, 8000- 
flOOO ft., at the beginning of September (1870) but absent three weeks 
later. 

AflFects open scnib Jind secondary growth in and about abandoned 
hill cultivation clearings. 

DISTRIBUTION ouTsn)E SIKKIM : Garhwal through Nepal and Bhutan 
to SE. Tibet, Yunnan, Szechwan, Koko Nor. The high Himalayas 
west of Garhwal, and W. Tibet, are (X)cux>ied by the paler race 
lahulensis, 

GENERAL HABITS: Kecps singly or in widely separated pairs, in 
feeding territories where intnision by others of its kind is actively 
resentOT. Usually excessively wary and difficult to approach. When 
disturbed, drops from its l>u.shtop, flies with rapid wing beats flat 
along the ground, and sweeps upward to perch on another vantage 
point some distance away. Has the tyi>ical harsh cries, mimicry, song 
and behaviour. 

NESTING: Season — May-June, Nest — a deep, untidy, bulky cup 
of thorny twigs and grass mixed, matted and neatly lin^ with hair, 
wool, etc. Placed in a small tree or fair-sized bush. Eggs — 3 to 6, 
variable, mostly greeni.sh white spotted with purplish brown, especially 
at die broad end. Size about £5 X 19 mm. 

RACIAL cHARACTERisncs, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The westem race lahulensis 
has the rufous in flie upper parts more extensive, and the grey paler, A white 
wing mirror is almost always present. 
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The Sildcim Survey specimens (1 d, I o?) measure: Wing 95-101; bill 21-23; 
tarsus 28-29.5; tail 102-11 i mm. 

Schafer's series from N. Sikkim unci S. Tibet give: 

Wing . Bill 

8 dd 97-105 105-119 mm. 

5 9 9 98-104 110-112 mm. 

Iris brown; bill horny brown or black, paler at base of lower mandible; legs, 
feet and claws homy black. 


THE BLACKHEADED SHRIKE 

Lanim schach tricolor (Hodgson) 

Collurio tricolor Iloclgson. 1837, Ind. lieview 1: 446 — Restricted to 
Katliiiiandn, Nepal Valley. 


F.B.I. 2: 292 

LOCAL NAME : Sakrik-pho (Lepcha). 

size: Between Bulbul and Myna, with a relatively longer tail. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : General aspect suggestive of a miniature hawk. 
Typical .stout, hook-tipi>ed shrike bill. A small white patch or 
mirror' on blackish wings, particularly conspicuous in flight. Above, 
tTO\vn, sides of head, nape and hincineck black. Upj;>er back ashy, 
clKuiging to light chestnut on rest of upper plumage. Tail black, 
tipp^ and margined with nifoiis. Belcno, cheeks, chin, and tliroat 
wnite shading to pale nifous on breast and to bright rufous on rest of 
lower plumage, excepting abdomen which is whitish. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT *. Resident. Not common. Recorded by the 
Sikkim Survey at elevations between 4000 and 6000 ft. in winter — 
November to April (Temi, Dentam, Chungthang, Gangtok). Col. 
Meinertzhagen also found it at Lachung, c, 7000 ft., in December. 
Affects open scrub cwintiy in and about terraced cultivation, 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: TJie Himalayas from Garhwal to 
eastern Assam; Manipur, Burma, N. Thailand, Yunnan. The species 
is widely distributed ov^er the Indian, Indochinese and Malaysian sub- 
regions. 

GENERAL HABITS: Shy and very vigilant. Keeps singly, perched 
upright on a bushtop maintaining a sharp look-out for crawling prey — 
grasshoppers, lizards, young mice, etc. Swoops to the ground and 
carries it off in its oill to the same or another perch nearby, 
where it is held down underfoot and tom to pieces with the hooked 
bill before being devoured. Utters harsh grating notes. Has a 
pretty, rambling song in the breeding season, delivered from a bush 
in the nature of a soliloquy. Is also a very accomplished mimic of 
odier binds* calls. 

xnsSTiNc : Seuson— May-June. Nest — a large massive cup of 
fea&ery grasses, grass stems, thorny twigs, etc. lined with grass, roots 
and fibres. Placed in shmbs, bamboo clumps or small trees up to 
abcRit 20 ft. from the ground. Eggs — 4 to 6, variable, pink to buff 
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or pale green, blotched and spotted with grey-brown, reddish brown 
or purplish brown, more densely at the broad end. Size about 
24x18 mm. 

BACIAL CHABACTCBISTICS, MEASUHKMtNTS, ETC; A speciinCll (J) collected 

by the Sikkim Survey measures: Wing 96; bill 21; tarsus 29; tail 118 mm. 
Schafers Sikkim specimens give: 

Wing Tail 

3 dd 95-99 117-122 mm. 

2 9 9 92-93 114(1) mm. 

Iris brown; bill black, flesh coloured at base ol lower mandible; legs, feet 
and claws brownish black. 


Family Ahtamiijae : Swallow-Shrikes 


THE ASHY SWALLOW-SHRIKE 

Artamm fuscu^ Vieillot 

Ariamus fuscus Vieillot, 1817, Nouv. Diet. d'Hist. Nat., nouv. 
^d., 17: 297~Bengal. 


F.B.i. 2: 348 

LOCAL name: Silliangchi-pho (Lepcha). 

SIZE : Bulbul. Dumpier. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : A sleelc, dark slaty grey bird with paler (almost 
whitish) rump and underparts. Tail short, square-ended, slaty black 
tipped with white. Wings long, pointed, reaching to end of tail 
when closed. Heavy, somewhat .sparrow-like, bluish bill. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT; According to Stevens, a summer vi.sitor to 
the Sikkim Himalayas up to about 5500 ft. elevation — arriving in the 
Rungbon^ Valley in late March or early April, and departing in the 
first week or later in October. Between November and May the 
Sikkim Survey came across it only once at c. 4500 ft. (between Kewzing 
and Pemionche) on 30 March — a party of about 15 hawking over 
terraced cultivation. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Ceylon, and all India east of a line 
from Godhra (in Gujarat) to Simla; Assam, Burma, Thailand to 
Yunnan and W. China. 

general habits: Parties perch on bare tree-tops, often hiiddled 
together, and launch out in the air singly, in twos and threes, or 
all together, to hawk winged insects like bee-eaters, returning to 
the foraging base in a wide circle. Flight: r^d wing beats 
followed oy a graceful glide; very swallow-like. While perched, tail 
coastantly moved up and down slowly and screwed from side to 
side. CM: a harsh, shrike-like chek-ohek-chek. Food: winged 
insects, largely butterflies. 

nesting: Gammie found it breeding in 'Sikkim* at 3500 ft 
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Sefl»on~April-May. Nest — a loosely built cup of grass> roots and 
fibres, on a horizontal bough, or in a depression in the stump of a 
tall dead tree, 30 to 40 ft. up. Eggs — 2 or 3, greenish white spotted 
with light brown chiefly at the broad end. Size about 23 X 17 mm. 

HACiAL cfiAKACTERisncs, NfEAsuKEMENi's, Ei’c." : The Fauiia gives foi- d 9 
Wing 126-138; hill 18-19, tarsus 17-18; tail 53-64 nun. 

Iris brown; bill bluish grey, black at tips of both mandibles; legs and feet 
slaty; claws black. 


Family Dicruridae: Drongos 

THE HIMALAYAN GREY DRONGO 

Dicrurm leucophaeus hopwootli Baker 
Dicrurus letwot>haem hopwoodi Raker, 1918, Novit. Zool. 25 ; 294 — ^Dacca. 

F.B.i. 2 : 362 (==stevensi) 

LOCAL NAMES : Sofiim or Sahim-pho (Lepcha); Che-chum (Bhutia). 

size: Bulbul + , with a longer tail. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : A slim and agile, glossy steel grey bird with a 
long deeply forked tail. If otherwise in doubt, the ruby-red iris is 
diagnostic. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common. Resident up to c. 9000 ft. 
in summer, with a slight seasonal altitudinal movement (Rangpo, 
Martam, Singhik, Dentam, Rinchinpong, Kewzing, Gangtok, Lachen). 
Affects open forest, 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : The eastem Himalayas from 
E>arjeeling (where it intergrades with the W. Himalayan-Indian 
langicmumtiis), Bhutan to Assam, Burma, Thailand, etc. The 
species, in several races, is widespread in the Indochinese and 
Malaysian subregions, 

GENERAL HABITS: Arboreal and insectivorous. Keeps singly or in 
scattered pairs, perched on bare tree-tops and other points of 
vantage, on the look-out for insects. Numbers collect where food 
is plentiful, as for example where there is a hatch of winged termites 
emerging. Takes prey mostly in the air like a flycatcher; sometimes 
swoops with great agility and gives determined chase to a locust or 
moth. Commonly associates with the mixed hunting parties in 
forest. Rather crepuscular; often hunts till well after sundown. 
Very fond of flower nectar, and commonly seen at Erythrina and 
crimson Rhododendron flowers. Has a variety of harsh challenging 
notes, as well as some pleasant musical ones. It is also a very good 
mimic of other birds' calls. 

nesting: Season — April to June. Nest — a lightly built saucer (rf 
grass and weed-stems etc. bound with cobwebs. Cradled in a hori- 
zontal fork of a branch or bamboo stem, 10 to 30 feet up.* Eggs — 3 



316 


DICRURIDAE 


or 4, variable, chiefly whitish six>tted with brownish red. Size about 
26X18 mm 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : Taler above and below 
than longicaudatus, tail averages a little shorter and less deeply forked* (Vaurie). 
A Sikkim Survey specimen (d) measures: Wing 148; biil 29; tarsus 20; inner 
tail 104; outer tail 153 mm. 

* Scliafer*s Sikkim skins give Wiiig/Oiiter tail 8 dd 138/154, 140/100, 
141/153, 141/155, 141/153, 143/168, 145/160, 145/165; 3 99 129/129; 
130/129, 132/— mm. 

Iris crimson; bill, legs, feet and claws black. 


THE BRONZED DRONGO 

Dicnnus aenem aenem Vieillot 
Dicrurus aenem Vieillot, 1817, Nouv. Diet. d’Hist. Kat., nouv. 6d., 

9; 586; based on Levaillaut, Ois. Afr., pi. 176 — Bengal. 

F.B.i. 2: 

LOCAL name: Chaptia (Nepali). 

size: Bulbul; with longer tail. 

FIELD characters: A .Small black drongo, highly glossed all over 
with bronzy green and blue. Very like the familiar Black Drongo of 
the Indian plains, but appreciably smaller and with the tail less 
deeply forked. Bill broad and flattened like a flycatcher’s. Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly cTimmon. Resident up to at least 
6000 ft. (Rangpo, Martam, Dentam, Kewzing, Rinchinpong, Gangtok). 
Affects evergreen forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : The Himalayas from about 
Mussooree east through Nepal and Bhutan to E. Assam; Manipur, 
Burma, Thailand, etc. Patchily in the wetter forests of peninsular 
India from Khandala (W. Ghats) to Bastar (Madhya Pradesh), Oris.sa, 
and Andhra south to Kerala. 

GENERAL HABITS: T3^ical of the drongos as described under the 
foregoing. Essentially a forest bird, keeping singly to the neighbour- 
hood of trails and similar openings. Partial to flower nectar and 
commonly seen in attendance on Erythrina and Sedmalia {^Bombax) 
blossoms. Has a large repertoire of loud musical calls, and is an 
accomplished mimic. 

nesting: Season — April-May. Nest — ^like the other drongos’, a 
neat shallow cup of fibres etc, ooimd with cobwebs. Secured in the 
fork of a slender horizontal branch 10 to 15 feet from the ground, 
E^s—S or 4, whitish pink to salmon pink, with a ring or cap of tiny 
relish pink spots at the broad end. Size about 21 X 16 mm. Both 
sexes share all the domestic chores. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, Ei‘C : A Sikkim Sufvey Specimen 
(ad. 9) measures; Wing 119; bill 21.5; tarsas 13; tail 89/124 mm, A 
female in juvenile plumage obtained by Schafer at Gangtok (20 July) has 
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Wing 120 mm. Tlie Fauna gives the Wing range of this race, (d* 9) as 115-132 
(av. c, 124) mm. 

Iris brown; bill, legs, feet and claws black. 


THE HAIRCRESTED, or SPANGLED, DRONGO 

Dicrums hottentottm hotlentottm (Linnaeus) 

Corcus hottentottus Linnaeus, 1766, Syst. Nat, ed. 12, 1: 155 — Cape of 
Good Hope (errore). Restricted to Chaiideruagor by Stresemann, 1952, 
IlHs 94: 517, 521. 


F.B.i. 2: 370 (part) 

LOCAL NAMES : Povoiig-pho (Lepcha); Kesya, Jobraj (Nepali). 

size : Myna; with longer tail. 

FIELD ciiARACTEits : A highly metallic green-glossed and spangled 
black drongo with very slightly forked (almost square-cut) taih curled 
upward on its lateral extremities. A flimsy turt of a few hair-Uke 
feathers from forehead lying backward over hindcrown and upper 
back (visible with binocular^. Bill long, pointed and conspicuously 
downcurved. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: The commoncst drongo at low and medium 
elevations. Resident up to about 6000 ft. (Rangpo, Martam, Rongli, 
Dikchu, Kewzing, Rincliinpong, Gangtok). Affects open forest, 
particularly about terraced cultivation in valleys. 

DISTRIBUTION ouTsuiE SIKKIM: The Himalayas from about Murree 
eastward through Nepal and Bhutan to E. Assam and NW. Yunnan. 
Peninsular India in the Western Ghats, Madhya Pradesh, Orissa, 
Chota Nagpur, Andlira, Madras, Mysore, Kerala, East Pakistan. The 
species, in numerous other races, has a wide range ; Burma, Thailand, 
Malaysia, China, Philippines and across to New Guinea and 
Australia. 

GENERAL HABITS: Typical, but it i.s pre-eminently a nectar eater. 
Invariably present, sometimes in numbers, at flowers of Erythrina^ 
Salmalia, and numerous other species, and plays an important Mit 
in their cross-pollination. Besides nectar, it eats large insects. Has 
the usual loud calls, some harsh, others musical, and it is also an 
excellent mimic. 

On one occasion a close-packed gathering of 20 or more of these 
drongos was observed mobbing a marten up in the forest canopy, 
dogging his movements from oraneh to branch with an aeitated, 
creaKy swearing which sounded like slirieks of the Blossomneaded 
Parakeet, Having put the marten to rout, the birds flew off in a flock 
like grackles, ana later dispersed in ones and twos. Such a large 
assemblajge must have collected from over a very wide area, perhaps 
^snowballing’ as they went. 

nesting: Seasm — May-June. Nest — largish shallow cup of 
fibres, grasses and fine twigs loosely cemented together with cobweb. 
Placed in the end fork of a horizontal branch or on the upper surface 
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of a bough, 15 to 30 ft. up. Eggs — 3 or 4, pale creamy to salmon 
colour, covered with longitudinal reddish blotches. Size about 
30 x 22 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Himalayan birds are sli^tly 
larger in every measurement than southern papulations. Four 6 d collected by 
the Sikkim Survey meiisiire: Wing 163-173; bill 41-43; tarsus 20.5-29; inner 
tail 118-124; outer tail 131-158 mm. 

Stresemann gives for Schiifer*s Sikkim sldns Wing/Inner tail 3 dd 162/117, 
167/—, 168/125; 1 9 168/129 mm. 

Iris brown; bill, legs, feet and claws horny black. 



Indian Lesser Racktd-tailcd Drongo 
About one-fifth 
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THE INDIAN LESSER RACKET TAILED DRONGO 

Dicmrm remijer tectirostris (Hodgson) 

Bhringa tectirostrh Hodgson, 1836, hid. Bev. 1; 325 — Ntypal. 

F.B.i. 2: 375 

LOCAL NAMES : Nambong punnong (Lepcha); Poyadi yapo (Bhutia). 

SIZE: Myna; with a long tail. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : A higlily purple-and-grcen glossed black, un- 
crested drongo with two wire-like streamers in the tail, ending in 
broadened i>addle-shaped Vackets'. Lores, cheeks, and a frontal tuft 
of feathers (from forehead ov’er bill) velvety black. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common. Tlie Sikkim Survey as well 
as Stevens and Schafer found it only at elevations up to about 3000 ft. 
between November and May (Rangpo, Singtam, Martam, Dikchu). 
Gammie, in the 70’s, took a nest at Rashap in the Teesta Valley at 
4800 ft., which must be about its highest limit in Sikkim. AflFects 
forest in the hot, moist valleys. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: E. Nepal; Bhutan (?) to E. Assam, 
north and south of Brahmaputra River; Manipur, Eastern Pakistan, 
Burma, Thailand, Yunnan. The species extends to the Indochinese 
and Malaysian subregions. 

GENERAL HABi’i’s : Similar to the other forest drongos, with the 
same range of calls and mimicry. Met with singly, or in twos and 
threes, commonly as members of the roving bands of mixed insecti- 
vorous birds in forest. 

NESTING : Season — May-June. Nest — a broad, shallow cup of roots 
etc., bound with cobweb and lined with finer roots. Slung nammock- 
wise in the horizontal fork of a small branch, 15 to 25 ft. up. Eggs — 
3 or 4, pale pink to rich salmon-pink or terracotta, usually with blurred 
blotches or freckles of brownish red, more dense at the broad end. 
Size about 26X18 mm. Both sexes take part in all domestic chores. 

RACIAL CHARACTKRISTICS, MEASUREMENTS. ETC-’: SpOtiniCllS cojlcctcd by the 

Sikkim Survey measure; 



Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Inner tail 

Racket 

1 

140 

28.5 

22 

130 

— mm. 

1 ’? 

136 

26 

21 

125 

361 mm. 

Stres(‘inanu 

measures 

Wiiig/Ruckct leather of 

3 ad. (SS 

in Schafers Sikkim 


collection as 143/402, 136/362, 144/467 mm. 

Iris browji to brownish ci'imsoij; bill, legs, feel and claws black or brownish 
black. 
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Family Okioudae: Orioles 


THE MAROON ORIOLE 

Oriolus' trmllii trmllii (Vigors) 
traillfi Vigors, 1832, Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 175 — ^Himalayas, 
Darjeeling. 

Plate 14, fig. 4 (facing p. 145) 


F.BJ. 3: 14 

LOCAL names; Melainbok (Lepcha); Tania-pia (Bhutia)* 

SIZE : Myna. 

FIELD characters ; Male: Glossy crimson-maroon with black head, 
neck and wings, and chestnut-maroon tail. 

Female has the lower plumage greyish white, streaked with 
blackish. Juvenile cf coloured like adult 9. 

In overhead flight, against the sky, appears as a dark bird witli 
square cut claret-crimson tail. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Fairly common in the foothills 
and up to c. 7000 ft. elevation (Singtam, Martam, Rinchinpong, 
Pemionche, Gangtok, Singhik, Chungthang). Affects dense forest. 

DiSTRiBUiioN ouTsmE SIKKIM : Throughout the Himalayas from the 
Sutlej Valley to E. Assam; Manipur, liilly tracts of Burma, Thailand, 
Annam. 

GENERAL HABITS: Keeps to the tree-tops in thick forest, singly or 
in pairs, often in assodatiau with drongos, minivets, nuthatches, etc. 
Food: fruits, berries, flower nectar and insects. CedU: a harsh kee-ah, 
usually followed by rich liquid musical whistles like pi-lo4o. 
Indistinguishable from the calls of the more familiar Golden Oriole 
(O. o, hmdoo) of the NW. Himalayas and the plains. 

nesting: Season — April-May. Nest — a massive deep cup of bast 
fibres bound with cobwebs, suspended hammock-wise in the hori- 
zontal fork of a branch 12 to 30 ft. up, in thick jungle. Eggs — 2 or 3, 
pinkish wliite, spotted with black or reddish brown. Size about 
30 x 20 mm. Both sexes share all the domestic chores. 

HACiAL CHABACTERiSTics, MEASUiucMENis, ETC: The Sikkiiii Siuvcy spcci- 
iiions measure : 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

2 66 141-147 31-32 24.5-20 99-104.5 imn. 

1 ^ 146 33 25.5 105 mill. 

Four ad. 6 6 collected by Schiifer have Wing 142, 145, 148, 150 mm. 

Iris biscuit colour to creamy wliite; bill pale bluish grey; legs und ieet 
plumbeous; claws horny brown. 
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Famdy Corvidae ; Crows, Pies, etc. 

THE SIKKIM REDCROWNED JAY 

Garrtdm glandorius interstinctus Hartert 
Garrulm biapecularis interstinctus Hartert, 1918, Novit. ZooL 
25 ; 430 — Darjeeling. 

Plate 25, fig. 2 (facing p. 336) 

r.B.r. 1 : 64 

LOCAL name: Lho-karrio-pho (Lepcha). 

SIZE: Between Myna ana Pigeon. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : A vinaceous fawn-coloured bird (pinkish 
brown and grey) witli closely black-barred bright blue wings, a 
broad black moustachial band, white rump and vent, and black tail. 
In flight the white rump, fawn coloured back and black tail are 
diagnostic. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident between 7000 and 9000 ft. (also 
recorded from 12,000 ft.) descending to at least 3500 ft. in winter. 
Partial to the oak zone; also rhododendron and conifer forest in 
summer, and semi-tropical jungle in winter. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: E. Nepal, Bhutan and eastward to 
the Mishmi and Dafla Hills (north of Bralimaputra River), Birds from 
the Khasia Hills and eastern Assam, soum of the Brahmaputra, 
liitherto regarded as different are evidently the same race as Sikkim. 
Other races occur outside Indian limits. 

GENERAL HABITS: Sociable. Pairs or parties commonly associate 
in the mixed hunting flocks with laughing thrushes and Blue Magpies. 
In many of their actions and behaviour these jays are strongly remini- 
scent of the crows to which tliey are closelv related. They are just 
as inquisitive and clannish, and can be botli bold and waiy as 
occasion dictates. Omnivorous : eats insects, fruits, nuts, acoms, 
eg^ and nestling birds, etc. Feeds on the ground as well as in trees , 
and bushes. Has harsh grating calls like a tree pies; also squealing 
whistles as of the Blue Magpie. On the whole, silent and unobtrusive. 

nesting: Not recorded in Sikkim. Season — ^presumably as in the 
W. Himalayan race, April to June. Nest — ^ large twig cup, usually 
c'ompactly built, mixed with green moss and lined with roots, etc. 
Placra in the topmost branches of a sapling in forest, mostly under 
20 ft. from the ground. E^gs — 3 to 5, olive-brown to olive-green, 
freckled and blotched with brown, more densely and forming a cap 
at the broad end. Size about 29 x 22 mm. 

RACIAL (aiARACTERiSTics, MEASUREMENTS, Eix: : This eastern race inter- 
stinctus differs from the W. Himalayan bisjwcularis in having lx)th upper and 
underparts deeper and more rufous in tint It is also .somewhat smaller in size. 

Two specimens collected at Lachting (9000 ft.) by tlie Sikkim Survey 
mefisure : 
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Iris hazel brown; fine beaded ring round eye magenta; bill horny brown; 
legs and feet pale brownish llesh colour; claws homy brown. 


THE GREEN MAGPIE 

Kitta chinensis chinetms (Boddaert) 

Coracias chinensis Boddaert, 1783, Table PI. EnL; 38 — China (=Mergui 
vide Sirescmann, 1952, Ibis 94: 516). 

Plate 25, fig. 1 (facing p. 336) 

F.B.I. 1: 45 

LOCAL NAMES; Chap-ling-pho (LeTCha); Rab-ling-chapa (Bhutia). 

SIZE: Myna+; with a longer, graduated tail. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: A vivid leaf-green bird with cinnamon-red 
wines; a black band running backward through the eyes, meeting 
on the nape. Coral red bill and legs — tiie colour of Chinese lacquer. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Fairly common, from the foot- 
hills to about 5500 ft. elevation. Affects shady evergreen jungle 
with thick tangles of vines etc., and overgrown hill cultivation 
clearings. Also cardamom plantations and mixed bamboo and 
deciduous patches. 

DiSTRiBunoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas from Garhwal to 
the Mishmi Hiljs and W. China; hills of E. Pakistan, Assam and 
Burma. 

GENERAL HASTTS : Usually found singly or in pairs and small parties, 
often associated in hunting parties with Racket-tailed Drongos and 
laugliing thrushes, up in tall trees as well as on the ground. Shy and 
wary, and not easily seen amongst the foliage and till it flies out from 
one patch of cover to another. Mainly carnivorous. Food: grass- 
hoppers, beetles, mantises, lizards, frogs, snakes, young birds and 
carrion are recorded. Call: a harsh discordant quick-repeated peep- 
peep and some rich, melodious whistling chatter. 

NESTING : Season — May to Tuly. Nest — a well-made cup of twigs, 
tendrils and leaves intermixed with moss and lined with fine roots. 
Up in a small tree in forest, occasionally in a bamboo clump. ES & — 
4 to 6, variable, greyish or pale greenish in ground colour, blotched 
and freckled all over with iwdisn brown, more densely and forming 
a cap at the broad end. Size about 30X23 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTEiusiics, MEASUREMENTS, E'fC : Apart Irom its bright green 
colour and shorter tail, dilfers from the Blue Magpies in having a fine bright 
red ring of wattled skin encircling the eyes, which is prominent in life. In many 
respects its habits resemble those of the laughing thiushes. In captivity, and 
in dead museum specimens, the green of the plumage fades to a pale blue. 
This is sometimes also seen in wild birds in poor condition. 

Ten specimens, •JI' 9 , collected by Schafer in Sikkim have Wing 143-154 
(av. 147.3) mm. 

Iris brownish crimson; bill, legs, feet, claws and a fine rim round eye bright 
orange-crimson ('Chinese lacquer’). 
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THE YELLOWBILLED BLUE MAGPIE 

Kitta flavirostris fUmrastris (Blyth) 

Psilorhinus fluoirostrh BJyth, 1846, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 15; 28 — 

Darjeeling. 

Plate 25, fig. 3 (facing p. 336) 


1: 43 

LOCAL NAMES : Tying jongring (Lepcha); Pianging-jabring (Bhutia). 

size: Pigeon; with tail 15-17 inches long. 

FIELD CHAnACTERS ; A conspicuous, long-tailed, purplish blue bird 
with black head, neck and breast, and pale primrose-yellow under- 
parts. Bill yellow; legs bright orange. Sexes alike. Pairs or 
parties in open forest. 

STATUS AND HABITAT; Resident between about 5500 and 11,000 
ft. elevation, descending to at least 3000 ft. in winter. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Fiom eastem Nepal across to 
Bhutan and the north Assam and N. Burma hills. Replaced in the 
W. Himalayas by the paler race cuctdlata with white underparts. 

GENERAL HABITS : Affccts Open oak and rhododendron forest, 
secondary jungle, fruit orchards and the neighbourhood of terraced 
cultivation. In pairs or family parties of 5 to 7 birds; occasionally 
more. Omnivorous and cliiefly arboreal. Hunts for caterpillars, etc. 
in the foliage of trees. Sometimes descends to the ground and hops 
about with cocked-up tail in search of food — ^fallen fruits, insects, 
carrion, etc. Has a large repertoire of loud, harsh grating calls 
and chattering, reminiscent of the tree pies, as well as a number 
of not unpleasant whistles. Is a good mimic of other birds' calls, 
e.g. Serpent Eagle, Shikra. 

The parties fly about from one patch of forest to another in 
follow-my-Ieader fashion with the long graduated tail spread out and 
the streamers trailing behind. Flight typical of the pies — a few 
rapid flaps followed oy a glide, sometimes by a curious butterfly- 
like ‘delayed action' of tlie wings winch almost clap over the back. 

NESTING : Seosoti — May-Junc. Nest — a shallow cup of sticks 
lined with rootlets etc. 15 to 18 ft. up in a tree. Eggs— ^ or 4, pale 
cream coloured, blotche<l with brignt reddish brown with sparse 
secondary blotches of neutral tint. Size about 33 x 23 mm. Nests 
and eggs have rarely been taken in Sikkim. 

RACIAL CHAK.\CTKRIST1CS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC; DilferS frOHl itS Syinpatlic 

red-billed congener, K, erythrorhyncha occipitalis, in the colour of the bill, 
and in having the white nuchal patch not reaching to the end ol the black 
hindneck. 

In life, and in frcshlj' killed specimens, underparts, tips oi all lectriccs 
except central pair, wing margins and lower back strongly sufTiised with 
primrose-yellow. This lades in museum skias. 

A (S collected by the recent Sikkim Survey measures: Wing 195; bill 28.5. 
tarsus 50.5; tail 410 mm, Foi- 12 Sebiifer skin.s from Sikkim (cT ?) Stresemann 
gives Wing 175-193; tail 345-420 inm. 
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The Fauna (1: 4-3) gives Wing 178-190; tail up to 470 mm. Females 
slightly smaller than males. 

Iris dark brown to yellow; bill orange- yellow; legs and feet yellowish 
orange, claws horny brown with yelbwhh tinge. 


The Redbhxed Blue Magpie, Kitta erythrorhyncha ocdpUatis 
Blyth, of the western Himalayas, extends through Nepal into western 
Sikkim, but is rare. It occupies lower altitudes than the yellow- 
billed species. It has not been recorded in central or eastern Sikkim, 
Bhutan, etc. Further east, in Yunnan, the typical race erythrorhyncha 
occurs. 


The Buvckhumped Magpie, Pica jyica bottanensis Delessert. 

Stuart Baker 1 : 40) gives tlie distribution as ‘Sikkim, Bhutan 

and Eastern Tibet to Kansu’ and says it breeds in Sikkim between 
10,000 and 15,000 ft. Since 1873, when two specimens- were collected 
in ‘Sikkim’ by Mandelli’s collectors, and another in 1874 on the ‘Tibetan 
frontier’ (exact localities unstated), there is no record of this magpie 
from Sikkim. The recent Loke-Sdlim Ali expeditions did not come 
across it, nor did Stevens, Meinertzhagen or Schafer previously. 
Meinertzhagen suspects, perhaps rightly, that the old records for 
Sikkim actually refer to southern Tioet. 

In Bhutan, Ludlow (1937) found it rare and confined only to the 
neighbourhood of Bumthang, c. 10,000 ft. (c. 27"" 30'X90® 40'), which 
is some 75 miles east of the eastern frontier of Sikkim. 


THE HIMALAYAN TREE PIE 

Dendrocitta fonnosae hwudayensis Blydi. 

Dendrocitta himalayensis Blyth, 1865, Ibis: 45 — ^Himalayas ( = Sikkim). 

F.BJ. 1 ; 52 

LOCAL NAMES: Karrio-pho (Lepcha); Karriah-ban (Bhutia). 

size: Myna; with a 10"-long tail, 

FIELD characters: A long-ta2ed grey and sooty-brown bird with 
the longest tail feathers (blunt and spatulate) ashy and broadly black- 
tipped. Black forehead; ashy nape, upper back and upper tail- 
coverts; a conspicTious white spot in the olack wings; ana chestnut 
under tail-coverts are additional distinguishing points. Undeiparts 
largely rusty brown and whitish. Sexes alike. 

status and habitat: Resident. Common. Foothills and up to 
7000.ft. elevation (e.g. Pemionche). Frequents forest and well wood^ 
country in the neighbourhood of terrace cultivation. 
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DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM; The race hinudayensis occurs east 
of about Almora (Kumaon) across to Assam and the Burmese hills. 

GENERAL HABITS : A sociable bird, lai^ely arboreal and omnivorous, 
often associating with laughing thmshes in himting parties. Food: 
caterpillars^ moths, grasshoppers and other large insects, lizards, eggs 
and nestling birds, as well as flower-nectar (of SdlmaLia, Erythrina, 
etc.), fruits and grain. The cob-like seeds encased in a haiiy ^caip, 
known locally as 'kutas*, are a favourite food item. Large gatherings 
are sometimes seen feeding energetically on these trees in fruit, flutter- 
ing amongst the foliage, flying off from the tree and back again 
with much noisy wliirring of the wings. In the winter months 
considerable assemblages occasionally collect in harvested terraced 
paddy fields, hopping about on the ground with cocked-up tails, 
picking food. Flight undulating — a few rapid noisy flaps, followed 
by a glide. When alarmed or agitated, these unaulations become 
curiously syncopated and steeply ‘saw-edged* with the bird shooting 
down rocket-like on closed wings at every dip. It has a variety of 
loud calls, some raucous and grating others quite melodious. One 
commonly heard is hdcUa-ka-ka. A throaty fcr-r-r is sometimes uttered 
by a solitary bird from a tree-top, reminiscent of the soliloquy of a 
jungle crow when at ease. 

jiESTiNG : Season — May to July. Nest — shallow saucer of twigs, 
tendrils, n>ots and leaves, with a slight central depression Hned with 
softer material. Gammie, in Sikkim, found nests from 8 to 20 ft 
W in shrubs and bamboos interspersed amid clear cultivated tracts. 
E^s — normally 3 or 4, pale bluisn, or yellowish stone colour, boldly 
bached with dark brown or reddish brown with some secondary 
inky markings. Size about 29X20 mm. 

RACIAL ciiARACTKWSTxcR, MEASUREMENTS, ETC; This race differs from the 
west Himalayan occidentalii in being somewhat smaller, and from sarkari of 
the Vaisakhapatnain Gliats in having a larger bill. 

Eight adult Sikkim specimens (<S 9) collected by myself and Dr Schafer 
have Wing 142-148 mni, (av. about 145). 

Iris brownish crimsoiij bill homy black; legs, feet and claws blackish brown. 
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THE BLACKBROWED TREE PIE 

DendfocUta frontalis Horsfield 

Dendrocitta fi'onttdis Hoisfickl, 1840, Proc. 7,o<>l. Soc. Londoti: 163— Assam. 
Plate 25, fig. 4 (facing p. 336) 


F.B.i. 1: 54 

LOCAL NAMES : Hamshi-boii (Lepcha); Kolio-ko (Bhutia). 

size: Myna; with a 10"-loiig tail 

FIELD CHARACTERS: A pale gTcy and chestnut tree pie with very 
white nape, black face, throat and foreneck, and heavy bowed black 
bill. Readily distinguished from the Himalayan species by the tail 
being entirely black and the absence of the large white wing-patch. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT; Uncertain. Apparently very rare and local 
Not met with by the Loke-Sdlim Ali expeditions, nor by Stevens, 
Schafer or other recent investigators, but recorded from Sikkim at 
5000 ft. elevation. Affects dense evergreen jungle and bamboos. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Dafla Hills; N. Cachar; E. Assam; 
Upper Burma. A race described from Tonkin. 

GENERAi. HABITS: Similar to those of the Himalayan Tree Pie. 
Keeps in small parties. Has the usual range of discordant and 
musical, metallic call notes though distinct enough to be recognizable 
from those of other members of the genus. Said to be less noisy, 
and shy. Food: fruit, seeds, insects. Has been observed to hawk 
winged termites in the air from tops of bamboos after the manner of 
drongos. 

NESTING: Season — May to July. Nest — ^like that of D. f. Hma-^ 
lotfetms, of twigs etc., more compact, lined with fern roots and 
softer material. Up in bamboo clumps or tall thorny bushes at edge 
of forest. Eggs — 3 or 4, like those of the Himalayan species, rather 
more profusely marked. Size about 25 X 19 mm. 

RACIAL CHABACTEBisTics, MEA.simEMENT.s, KTC: A Smaller bird than the 
Himalayan Tree Pie with Wing (vide Fauna) 120-126 mm.; tail 245-255 mm. 

Iris reddish brown; bill, legs, feet and claws black. 
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HUME S GROUND CHOUGH 

Podocefi hmttilisf Hume 

Podoces hinnilis Hume, 1871, Ibis: 408 — Sanju Pass, Yarkand. 

F.B.I. 1: 71 

LOCAL NAME: Day-day (Tibetan). 

SIZE: Between Sparrow and Myna. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : A greyish sandy brown bird with brown wings, 
a whitish collar (broad on hindneck), and a dark streak through the 
eyes. Square-ended tail largely sandy white with central feathers 
brown. Slightly curved blaclc bill. Sexes alike. 

Colour pattern reminiscent of a miniature Grey Babbler {Turdoides 
nwicolmi); general effect of a Wheatear. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: So far Only recorded from extreme northern 
and eastern Sikkim — Gyagong, 14,800-15,750 ft. (Meinertzhagen, 
Schafer); Thangu, 14,300 ft. (Hingston, Bailey). Affects flat, open 
Tibetan plateau country, above the tree line, with dwarf rhododendron 
and furze bushes. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Central Asia — ^Yarkand, S. Tibet, 
Kansu, Kuku Nor. 

GENERAL HABITS: Mainly terrestrial. Keeps singly or in pairs or 
family parties. Active and sprightly. Rummages amongst shingle, 
pick-axes’ enei^etically with its bill in the earth like a Jungle Babbler 
for food — aground beetles and other insects — ^peers under stones and 
probes into crevices of boulders, etc. Very obliteratingly coloured in 
its natural biotope. Often invisible when motionless, only the 
momentary flicker of the whitish tail feathers giving it away. Moves 
on the ground stiffly erect, in long hops, bouncing like a rubber ball. 
Mounts a stone every now and again to bob violently a couple of 
times like a chat. Flicks open tail, and also wings, particularly when 
bobbing. Ordinary flight shrike-like; when flying to nest-hole, with 
a rapid vibrating action of the wings. Call reminiscent of die 
Yelloweyed Babbler (Chryspmma sinensis) : a plaintive whistling chip 
(slight pause) che^-cheep-cheep-cheep (quickly repeated). Also 
utters a feeble cheep like a miuiia’s but more prolongea. 

NESTING: Unrecorded in Sikkim, but specimens collected above 
Thangu and at Gyagong (16,000-18,000 ft.), now in the Chicago 
Museum of Natural Histoiy, had their gonads in full breeding condition 
in May and June. Elsewhere, season — May to July. Nest — a large un- 
tidy pad of sheep’s wool and hair on a foundation of moss, grass and 
fibres in a widened chamber at the end of a tunnel some 3 inches in 
diameter and 4 to 6 ft. long, excavated by the birds in an earth bank. 
Eggs — 4 to 6, white, unmarked, with a pinkish translucence when 
fne^. Average size of a c/6 taken by me in W. Tibet 23.6 X 18.75 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTEHiSTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC i Sikkim birds, accordixig to 
Stresemann, agree well vvitli his race saxicola (type locality NW. Kansu). For 
12 examples collected by Schafer in N. Sikkim between 18 June and 10 
August, he gives Wing 9 cf o' 86-95 (av. 89.8); 3 9 9 81-88 (av^ 85.3) mm. 
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Six specimens from N. Sikkim in thu Chi(;ago Museum of Natural History 
measure : 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

3 <Sd 88-90 21.5-23 28-30 58-60 mm. 

3 9 9 85-92 21-24 26.5-28 51.5-56 mm. 

A breeding 9 collected by me in W. Tibet measured (in the flesh) Wing 
94; bill 24; tarsus 34; tail 64 mm. 

Iris brown; bill, legs, feet and claws browniish black. 


THE EAST HIMALAYAN NUTCRACKER 

Nucifraga caryocatactes macella Thayer & Bangs 
Nudfraga hemispiia macella Thayer & Bangs, 1909, Bull, Mas, Comp. ZooL 
52: 150 — Rsien-shan-hsien, Hupeh, China, 7000 ft. 



F.B.I. 1 : 66 

LOCAL NAMES: Lh(>-kariyo-pho (Lepcha); I^ek-bhali (Paharia). 

size: Hou.se Crow. 

FIELD characters: A chocolate and umber brown bird, streaked 
and spotted with white above and below, with a stout, wedge-shaped, 
woodpecker-like bill. Wings black. Tail largely, under tail-coverts 
wholly, white. In flight the last two are conspicuous features. Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT; Resident between 9000 and 10,000 ft. eleva- 
tion; recorded from 13,000 ft. (Thangu). Affects tall rhododendron, fir, 
spruce and deodar forest where interspersed with open glades and 
alpine meadows. 
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msTEUBunoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Central Nepal east; Bhutan, SE. 
Tibet, Dafla and Mislimi hills (Assam), Yunnan in die zone of spruce 
and pines. 

OENBXiAL HABITS : Usually seen singly or in widely separated pairs — 
sometimes family parties of 5 or 6 — amoving among lofty tree-tops or 
win^g its way across a valley. Perches restlessly on the tip of a tall 
deodar or similar tree and constantly flicks open the white outer tail 
feathers. A noisy bird, invariably advertising its presence by lo^id 
guttural calls kraak or kraak-km^’krtmk, sometimes prefacea by a 
nasal bleat, as of a goat kid. Flight straight, direct and crow-like 
by slow deliberate flaps of the rounded wings. Sometimes the wings 
have a curious hesitating or ‘delayed action effect recalling die jays 
and Blue Magpies. Wlien alarmed or suspicious, the birds become 
fussy and noisy, flying about fnim tree to tree, ^ering down at the 
intruder and uttering their grating calls. The food consists almost 
entirely of spruce and pine seeds and the bird’s distribution is closely 
linked with the occurrence of these trees. Occasionally insects are 
also eaten. 

nesting: An early breeder. Our nearest record is only from the 
north of the Chumbi Valley. Semon — Marcli to May. Nest — a 
compact platform of twigs with some lichen intermingled, lined with 
diy grass, moss, etc., 20 to 50 ft. up in a deodar or similar tree. 
Eggs— 4, pale bluish white speckled and blotched with dull brown 
aim inky Drown, somewhat more densely at the broad end. Size 
about 35 X 26 mm. Both sexes incubate. 

BACiAi. CHAMAcrKHisTics, MEAsuBEMENis, ETC: Differs from tile larger- 
spotted W. Pakistan Himalayas raw, N. c. multipunctata^ in having die rump 
and upper tail-coverts chocolate brown, not marked with white. In N. c. 
hemispila of tlie Indian west Himalayas the bill is less heavy than in macella 
(usually under 13 mra. wide). The white spots on breast and back are larger, 
and the plumage less dark than in Sikkim birds. 

Specimens collected by Dv Biswas at Lamteng and Lachen measure; 2 do? 
Wing 208, 210; bill — , 47.5; tarsus 41, 42.5; tail 139, — mm. 

Nineteen Schafer skins from Sikkim examined by Strc‘semann have Wing 
d9 202, 210-227 {i\y. 2\5.H) mm. 

Iris rich l)ro\sm; bill and black; legs and feet black. 


THE HIMALAYAN YELLOWBILLED, or ALPINE, CHOUGH 

Pyrrhocorax graetdus digitatm Hemprich & Ehrenberg 
Pyrrhocorax alpinus vat, digitatm Hemprich & Ehrenlierg, 1833, Symb. 
Phys. fol. 2 — Syria. 


F.B,r. 1: 70 

LOCAL NAJSiE: 

SIZE: Slightly smaller than the Redbilled Chough (next). 

FiBSLD CHARACTTERs: Differs frewn the Redbilled Chough chiefly in 
its bill which is yellow, shorter and not curved. Sexes mike. 



330 


CORVIDAE 


STATUS AND HABITAT; Less commoii than the Redbilled Chough 
and normally resident at higher altitudes. Not exten^ng trans- 
Himalaya into the dry mountainous Tibetan country, or veiy rarely. 
Observed flying at 28,000 ft. on Mt Everest by Sir Edmunci Hillary 
and Dr Charles Evans (1953). 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Throughout tlie Himalayan Range 
at high altitudes, often coincident with the Redbilled Chough. The 
nominate race occ'urs in C. and W. Asia and S. Europe. 

GENERAi. HABITS: Very similar to the next species, with which it 
sometimes associates, but is perhaps bolder and more omnivorous. 
Enters mountaineers’ and traders’ camps for kitchen scraps and 
refuse; has also been recorded eating cam'oii. Juniper berries and 
hips and haws of the wild rose are favourite food items. The voice 
too is somewhat different. Tlie call qiiee-ah or cree-ah and chak- 
chak is harsher and shriller. 

NESTING; Unrecorded in Sikkim. Differs little from the Redbilled 
Chough, except that the nests are iierhaps more inaccessible. It is 
doubtful also if they are ever built in houses (monasteries etc.). The 
eggs of the two choughs are indistinguishable, but in this species 
they average slightly smaller: about 39x29 mm. 

RACIAL cuARACTEHis'iics, measitrements, ETC: Thc Himalayan race digitatus 
is larger than the typical European graculus, Ticehurst (Jour. Bombay Nal. 
Hist. Soc. 31: 491, 1926) measures: cS d Wing 275-298, bill 35-38 mm.; 
9 9 Wing 262-266, bill 34-35 mm. 

Iris dark brown; bill yellow; moiitli livid greenish yellow, bluish slate 
posteriorly; legs and feet dull coral red. 


THE HIMALAYAN REDBILLED CHOUGH 

Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocarax hirnalayanm (Gould) 

Fregilus himalayanus Gould, 1862, Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 125 — Kuraaon. 

F.B.I. 1: 68 

LOCAL name: Chumboo (Lepcha). 

size: Jungle Crow; slenaerer. 

FIELD characters : A glossy jet black crow with bright red legs 
and bill, the latter slender and slightly curved. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT; Resident. In summer to about 18,000 ft. 
elevation; in winter down to at least 9000 ft, (Lachen, Lachung). 
Affects cliffs, open steep rocky hillsides and alpine pastures. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Practically thi'oughout the 
Himalayan Range at high altitudes. Other races in N. Asia, Europe, 
N. Africa. 

GENEBAL HABITS: Kccps in flocks of 20 or 30, and even up to a 
hundred birds* in the neighbourhood of crags, steep rocky slopes, 
alpine pastures and uplands cultivation. Quite tame near villages, 
grubbing in fields. Food,- principally wire-worms, grubs of beefles, 
crickets, etc, dug up by probing in the soil as the birds saunter about 
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Occasionally damages newly sown and ripened crop of barley by 
beating out the gram from the ears by blows of the beak* 

Choughs have the characteristic habit of disporting themselves 
high up in tlie air or around steep crags and precipices^ rising on the 
thermal currents or eddies and circling gracrfully in a close-packed 
rabble on motionless wines for long perioos* The sailing is punctuated 
by a variety of spectacular aerobatics, the birds tumbliM in the air, 
side-slipping and nose-diving, obviously in pure fun. 'fixey utter a 
shrill, rather musical plaintive chiaow, cfuaoio which I have noted as 
something between the cawing of a jackdaw and the screeching call 
of the large parakeet. 

NESTING: No specific record for Sikkim, In the nearby Chumbi 
Valley, season — March to May. Nest — a pad of sticks lined with 
wool, placed in a hole or fissure, usually in an inaccessible cliff, either 
singly or in a small colony. Occasionally in houses and monasteries 
etc. E^s — 3 or 4, pale greenish white, or bluish- or pinkish white, 
blotched with light reddish brown or umber to dark brown. There 
are fainter lavender or inky grey markings scattered thickly over the 
entire surface. Size about 42X29 mm. 

HA.CL\L cnARA.c'iKHisTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Tlic Himalayan race is 
larger than the typical nacc of Europe in which the Wing in males seldom 
exceeds 300 mm. 

Two 6 6 collected] dri Sikkim by Col. R. Meinertzhagen (Ibis, 1927, p. 372) 
have Wing 330-332; 1 9 309 rnm. 

Iris dark bro>\m; bill coral red; mouth orange- salmon; legs and feet darker 
coral red. 


THE HOUSE CROW 

Corvtis splendens splendens Vieillot 
Carvus splendens Vieillot, 1817, Nonv. Diet. d'Hist. Nat. 8: 44 — ^Bengal. 

F.B.I. 1: 33 

LOCAL NAME: Kag or kak (Bengali). 
size: Slightly larger than the Pigeon (17")» 

FIELD CHARACTERS: Smaller than the Jungle Crow (next), and 
distinguished by its dusky grey neck. Sexes alike, 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident and local vagrant. Si>arse and 
local in Gangtok town and as yet only in a few of the larger villages 
on , the countryside at lower elevations, e.g. Gazing, Kewzing 
(W. Sikkim); Pakyong, Arita (E, Sikkim). Gangtok, c. 5800 ft., is the 
highest altitude at which we recorded an established population of 
House Crows in Sikkim, but in May 1943 F. N. Betts observed a 
vagrant pair in Lachung village as high a.s c. 8900 ft 

GENERAL HABITS: Omiiivorous, and as elsewhere, a scavenger and 
commensal of man in urban areas. 

nesting: Season and other details lacking for Sikkim; elsewhere 
chiefly April to July. Nest and eggs — Similar to the Jungle Crow’s; 
the eggs slightly smaller, averaging about 37x27 mm. 
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BACUL chabactkiustics?, mfasubements^ ETC: In Sikkim birds (sf^ndem) 
the grey parts of the plumage contrast more strongly with the black parts diBn 
in the Ceylon race protegatus. In birds inhabiting the drier areas of NW. 
India (zugmayeri) the grey parts are markedly paler — almost whitish. Schafer's 
specimens from Gangtok measure: Wing 1 *9' ad. 273, 1 o? imm. 255 mm. 


THE JUNGLE CROW 

(a) Corom nia)(^orhynchm intermedius Adams 
(b) Corvus macrorhynchus lemiUanti Lesson (? or macrorhyndim) 

F.B.i. 1; 28 

LOCAL names: Ulakpho (Lepcha); Ulak (Bhutia); Kak (Paharia). 

size: Lai^er than tne House Crow. 

FIELD CHABAGTEBS: An all-black crow with purplish sheen and 
heavy bill, and with a hoarser deeper caw than the House Crow's. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: The common crow of Sikkim as a whole. 
In a large series collected by Schafer, Stresemann found that birds 
from Gangtok, c. 6000 ft. elevation, belonged to the lower level 
race levaulanti (? or inacrorhynchm), whue birds from Lachen 
(c. 9000 ft.) and upwards to 14,000 ft in Tibetan plateau country 
were of the high elevation form intermedius, 

DiSTBiBunoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: levoUlanti (? or macrorhynchm): 
Bengal, Assam, intermedius: the Himalayas from Afghanistan to 
Bhutan, above about 8000 ft. 

GENEBAL HABITS : More sophisticated than tlie Raven. A scavenger 
in and about Gangtok, and round villages and gompas on the country- 
side. In ones and twos, and small ]>arties. As elsewhere, destructive 
to the eggs and young of other birds. In the high mountains fond 
of spiralling aloft on fliemial currents for sport, like Chough. C(dl: 
a deq[) caw; in intermedius noticeably different from that of low 
level birds— often bell-like and reminiscent of the Raven's. Also has 
a variety of croaks and gurgles expressive of various emotions, uttered 
during intervals of rest. 

NESTING: Season — ^late February to May. Nest — an untidy twig- 
platform lined with soft roots, fibres, etc., 20 to 60 ft. up in a tree, 
preferably near a hamlet. Eggs — 4 to 6, pale blue-green, spotted 
and blotched with brown. Size about 45X32 mm. 

BAOAL CHARAci'ERisTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: intcrmedius is a large bird 
with a comparatively weak bill. Plumage comparatively dull greyish black 
with little gloss on the hindneck and lower parts. Grey bases of the nape 
feathers usually whiter than in otlier Indian races. Stresemann gives Wing 
of 12 Schafer birds from N. Sikkim (11 dd* 1 9) as 328-368 (av. 345.6) 
mm. 

Three specimens of levoUlanti from Gangtok measured: Wing 1 9 ad. 292; 
2 juv. o? 306 +, 314 -f mm. In addition to its smaller siise, levaillanH is 
distinguished from Intermedius by the bases of the nape feathers being a 
darker gr^. 
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THE TIBET RAVEN 

Cortms comx tibetanm Hodgson 

Corvus tibetanm Hodgsou» 1849, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. 3 (2): 203 — ^Tibet. 

F.BX 1: 23 

LOCAL name: Neka-wak (Tibetan). 

size: Kite. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : A large heavy edition of the familiar all-black 
Jimgle Crow, witli a hoarse wooden bell-like call. Sexes alike. Singly 
or in pairs at high elevations on barren mountainsides with clifiEs etc. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident, normally between 13,000 and 
16,000 ft, above the tree-line in typical ‘Tibetan Plateau country in 
N. Sikkim. Normally a trans-Himalayan species, but in winter some- 
times occurs south of the main axis (Lacnen 9000 ft.). Often sewi 
scavenging around nomadic encampments and along the trade routes 
to Tibet. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Throughout the Himalayas from 
Kashmir eastward to and including Bhutan and N. Assam. Tibet. 

GENERAL HABITS: Omnivorous, Dut living largely on carrion and 
the young of birds and mammals. Much given to soaring aloft in 
circles on thermal currents like Choughs. Indulges in spectacular 
aerobatics around cliffs, obviously in play. C(dl: a hoarse wooden 
beU-like pruk-pruk, and a gutturd kreeuk. 

nesting: Not recorded in Sikkim. Semon elsewhere — February- 
March. Nest-^^a. rough platform of sticks lined with wool or hair, on 
a ledge or hole in a precipitous cliff. Eggs — 3 to 5, pale lavender 
to iril^ or greenish grey, profusely marked with brown. Size about 
52X35 mm. 

RACIAL cHARACTERisncs, MEASURKMENTS, ETC; The laigcst of tlio three 
races found within oui* limits. Wing normally between 490 and 510 mm,, bill 
80-85 mm. (F.B.I.) 



334 


STURNIDAK 


Family Sturnidae: 

Subfamily Sturninae: Starlings, Mynas 

THE SPOTTEDWINGED STARE 

Saroglossa spiloptera (Vigors) 

Lamprotornis spilupterus Vigors 1831, Proc. Zoot. Soc. London: 

35 — Himalayas. 

Plate 14, fig. 5 (facing p. 145) 

F.B.I. 3: 25 

LOCAL name; 

size: Bulbul. 

FIELD characters: A dainty, spruce little myna. Male: Above, 
brownish grey, scalloped with black. Belaiv, rusty white with the 
chin and throat deep chestnut-rufous. A prominent white patch in 
the wings, as in the Blueheaded Rock Thrush. 

Female: Above, sooty brown; sides of head dark brown. Below, 
pale fulvous ashy brown scalloped with white, especially on chin 
and tliroat. White wing-i>atch as in male. 

Pointed blackish wii^s with the conspicuous white patch, and 
typical starling flight in flocks, diagnostic, 

status and habitat: ? Resident. Recorded by Stevens up to 
3800 ft. elevation in the Sikkim Himalayas (Teesta Valley). Not 
met with by the Survey, nor by other recent investigators. Affects 
open forest. 

distribution outside SIKKIM: Throughout the Himalayas from 
the Kangra Vdley to E, Assfun. 

GENERAL HABITS: Strongly reminiscent of the Greyheaded Myna 
(Sttmms irudabarious) of the plains and Himalayan foothills : arboreal, 

E arious, fnigivorous. Also eats insects and is particularly fond of 
sr nectar. On a flowering Bomhax tree it often plays dog-in-the- 
manger in the blustering, bullying manner of the Rosy Pastor, attack- 
ing and driving away other bird visitors from the flowers althougli 
satiated itself. From time to time, for no apparent reason, a flock 
will suddenly dive from a leafless flowering Bomhax and indulge 
in lightning twists and gyrations in the air as if to dodge some invisiWe 
devil in pursuit ! After wheeling round the tree at top speed a couple 
of times, the birds re-settle in tne branches and resume feeding. In 
the breeding season the male utters a twittering warble. 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim. In the W. Himalayas season — 
April to June. — a pad of leaves and rubbish in a natural tree 

hollow or old barbefs hole, 20-30 ft. up. Eggv — 3 or 4, pale stone 
colour or pale blue with small reddish brown specks and Iblotches. 
Size about 26x18 mm. 

BAi;iAL cH<viiAc;TEnisiics, MEAsunKMF.vrs, Eu.' ; TIic Faiiiia giv{‘<! for 
Wing 101-110; hill 17-18; tarsus 21-22; tail 53-59 mtn. 
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Iris lemon yellow to white; bill black, horny reel at base, yellowish at gape; 
legs, feet and daws black. 


THE COMMON MYNA 

Acridotheres tristis tristis (Linnaeus) 

Paradisea tristis Linnaeus, 1766, Syst. Nat, 12th ed. 1 : 167 — Calcutta. 

F.B.L 3: 53 

LOCAL name: 

size: Between Bulbul and Pigeon (= c. 9 inches). 

FIELD CHARACTERS; A familiar, perky, dark vinous brown bird 
with glossy black head, neck and breast, and white vent and lower 
abdomen. Tail broadly white-tipped, A laige wliite patch in the 
wings conspicuous in flight. Bright yellow legs, bill, and bare skin 
round the eyes. Sexes dike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT*. Common, and even locally abundant, in and 
about villages along the motor road from Rangpo to Gangtok Also 
in eastern and western Sikkim. 7500 ft. is the highest elevation at 
which it was observed between November and May. Resident in 
Gangtok town with perhaps a slight general downward movement 
in winter. The process of t>enetrating into the interior and to higher 
elevations continues, and every new habitation of any size attracts 
prospecting pioneers, who under favourable conditions establish 
tliemselves in commensalism with the human population. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM; Overall, from Afghanistan and 
Turkestan in the west to Indochina in tlie east, and steadily expand- 
ing. All India, locally up to c. 9000 ft. in the Himalayas. The 
darker rac'e trielmostemus in Ceylon. 

GENERAL HABITS: Tamc; confiding; omnivorous. Pairs or family 
parties, usually in the neighbourhood of villages and cultivation. Has 
a variety of loud shrieks and chatter, a scolding rddio, radio, rddio 
being one of the commoner calls. Also has a characteristic, rather 
pleasant ‘song' — keek-keek-keek, kok-kok-kok, churr-churr, etc. deli- 
vered with the plumage frowzled and a ludicrous bobbing of the 
head. 

nesting : Season — May to ? Aiigiist. Nest — a collection of twigs, 
roots, paper and rubbish in a hole in a tree, or in the wall or ceiling 
of an occupied house, even amidst a noisy bazaar (e.g. in Gangtok). 
Eggs — 4 or 5, glossy turquoise-blue. Size about 31x22 mm. Both 
sexes share all the domestic chores. 

KACiAL I.HAWACTEIUSTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC.; Specimens collected by 
Schafer at Gangtok have Wing 5 c? cT 140-147; 1 136 mni. 

Iris brown or greyish brown stippled with white; orbital skin bright yellow; 
bill yellow with sides of base of lower inandi))Ie brownish green; logs, fwt 
and claws yellow like hill, paler than orbital skin. 
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THE NORTH INDIAN CRACKLE 

Gracula religiosa intermedia A. Hay 
GractMa intermedia A. Hay, 1844, Madras Jour. Lit, Sci. 13 (2): 
157 — Cachar. 



Nortli Indian Crackle, abuut one-lourth 


r.BJ. 3: 19 

LOCAL NAME : . 

SIZE : Between Myna and Pigeon. V 

FIELD CHARACTERS: A large jet black myna, highly glossed with 
purple and ^een, with a white patch on the wines particularly 
conspicuous in flight. Bill and legs yellow. Nakea patches and 
wattles on nape and sides of head bright orange-yellow. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Presumably resident. Confined to low 
elevations. The Sikkim Survey came across it only at RangM (c. 
1000 ft.) where a flock of 25-30 birds was observed in three different 
years betweem November and March H951, 1953, 1955). The only 
recent specimen c*ollected in Sikkim (by Schafer) also comes from 
the same locality (23.ii.1939). Affects forest, 

DISTRIBUTION ouTSWE SIKKIM : The Himalayan foothills from 
Almora to Assam. Other races are found in tlie Orissa area, SW. 
India and Ceylon. Tlie species c^xtends through Burma and Thailand 
to Indochina and Malav.sia. 

GENERAL HABITS : Arboreul, ^egari(His, and frugivorous. Also eats 
flower nectar and insects. Extremely noisy, especially in the 
mornings and evenings. Has a wide range of loud creaky shrieks, 
whistles and chuckles. Flight: swift and direct; accompanied by a 
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whirring sound of wings as in green pigeons* This race enjoys the 
reputation of being a much better talker in captivity than the smaller 
birds from SW. India* Wliether there is any justification for this 
belief is not known, but it certainly commands an inordinately higher 
price from bird fanciers. 

nesting: Not recorded in Sikkim. Nest — a collection of grass, 
leaves, feathers and rubbish in a natural hollow or enlarged 
woodpecker-hole in the trunk of a lofty tree, 30 or 40 ft. up. Eggs — 
2 or 3, bright blue, sparsely blotched and spotted with reddish brown 
or chocolate. Size about 36X26 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Whistlci givcs thc measure- 
ments of intermedia, the largest of the Indian races, as: {6 6) Wing 169- 
176.5 j bill 30.3-33; tail 78-84 mm. Schiifer^s Sikkim specimen (ad. 6) has 
Wing 169 mm. 

Iris brown; bill orange-red, coral red at tip and on culmen; wattles and 
naked skin at nape yellow to orange-yellow; infra-orbital patch livid bluish; 
legs and feet yellow; claws brownish. 


Family Paridae: Tits 

Subfamily Parinae: True Tits 


THE GREENBACKED TIT 

Farm monticofus motUicolm Vigors 
Parus monticoluii Vigors, 1831, Proc. ZooL Soa. London: 22 — Himalayas 

(Simla). 


F.B.i. 1 : 80 

LOCAL NAME .* Sarak-cliak-pho (Lepcha). 
size; Sparrow. 

FiEU) characters: An uncrested, greenish yellow and black tit 
with prominent white cheeks, and whitish patch on nape. Head, 
breast, and broad black band down centre or abdomen glossy black. 
Rest of underparts bright yellow. Sexes alike. 

STATLTS AND HABITAT : Commoii. Resident between 1500 and 
9000 ft. elevation, with slight up and down seasonal movement. 
Affects open wooded country, orchards and cultivation. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Throughout the Himalayas, west to 
east. Assam hills, N. Burma, Manipur, Yunnan. 

GENERAL HABITS : Chiefly arboreal. Sociable, restless and sprightly. 
Tame and confiding near human habitations. Pairs or family parties; 
frequently in the mixed hunting flocks of various insectivorous species. 
Hunts energetically for insects and their eggs and cateipillars amongst 
the foliage of trees, clinging to sprigs sideways or upside down in the 
search. Also eats fruits and berries. The loud, clear, joyous whistling 
22 
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sang of the male is heard in the breeding season: whitee, whitee, 
tvJutee . . . repeated 4 to 6 times. 

nesting: Season — mainlv April to June. Nes ^ — a pad of fur, 
wool, moss and feathers in noles in tree-stumps, stone walls, ceilings 
of bungalows and outhouses, etc., at m(xlerate heights. E^s — 5 to 8, 
white or pinkish white, spotted and speckled with reddish brown. Size 
about 17x13 mm. 

RACIAL ctiaracteristics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Sikkim birds were separat- 
ed by Mcincrtzhagcii as his race lepcharnm on the basis of darker coloration 
above and bdiow. The difference is so sliglit and inconsistent that it does not 
seem worthwhile recognizing tliein as different from the typical race of the 
W. Himalayas. 

Four specimens collected by the Loke-Sahm Ali Survey measure: d 9 04- 
69; bill 10.5-11; tarsus 18-19; tail 49-55 mm. 

Twenty-four skins in Schafer's Sikkim collection have Wing 61(9) to 
68(d). 

Iris brown; bill black; legs and feet plumbeous; daws homy brown. 


THE HIMALAYAN COLE-TIT 

Pams aier aemodins Hodgson 
Pflfus aemodius Hodgson, 1844, in Blyth, ]our, Asiat. Sac. Bengal 
13; 943— Nepal. 

Plate 24, fig. 6 (facing p. 289) 


F.B.I. 1: 84 

LOCAL name : 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHAKACJiisas : A Small crested Ht, bluish grey above, 
ferruginous (=pale rusty red) below. Head, throat and crest black. 
Cheeks and a patch on nape white. Two while bars on wing. Sexes 
alike. 

STA'rus AND HABITAT: Rcsidctit at High elevations, between about 
9000 and 12,500 ft. (Lacliuiig, Lachen, Thaugu, Gnatong, etc.) even 
in winter. Not rare where occurring. Partial to conifer forests. 

DiSTiUBunoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM; Nepal, Bliutan, N. Burma. Other 
races are found in Yimiiau, Szechwan, Kansu; Europe, NW. Africa 
and N. Asia. 

cenerai. HABITS : Parties, sometimes of 50 or more in winter, usually 
met with in association with tree creepers, goldcrests, etc. hunting up 
among the spruce and deodars even when shrouded in snow. The 
birds keep up a thin cheeiiing tsi, tsi as tliey search the foliage for 
insect prey in the energetic and acrobatic manner typical of the 
family. 

nesting: Unrecorded in Sikkim. Very little i.s known c*onceming 
the Himalfwan race. Stuart Baker records a nest 'with some egg? 
— a pad of rats’ fur in a hole in an oak tree between 10,000 and 
11,000 ft. elevation^— on 13 June. The locality is not mentioned. 
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The eggs are described as similar to those of European birds, white, 
stippled with light reddish brown. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : Hie CrCStcd BJuclc Tit 

(Partis melanolophus)j common in tlie W. Himalayas, whicli also has a double 
row of white spots on the wing, is differentiated by its somewhat larger size, 
and by the colour of the abdomen whicli is iron grey, not ferruginous. 

Six specimens collected by the Loke-Saliin Ali Sikkim Survey measure; 

Wing Bill 'J’arsus Tail 

4 dc? 59-62 8.5-9.5 16-18 40-41 mm. 

2 9 9 58-61 8.5-9.5 16.5-17 40-42 mm. 

Iris brown; bill black; legs and feet pluinbcons blue; claws horny brown. 


THE SIKKIM BLACK TIT 

Parus mbidiventris heavani (jerdon) 

Lophophanes beaoani ‘Blyth*= Jerdon, 1863, Birds of India 2 : 275 — 
Mount Tonglo, Sikkim. 



F.B.I. 1: 86 

LOCAL name; Liho Tasso (Lepcha). 
size: Sparrow. 

FiEiJ) characters: a black-crested tit, blue grey above, greenish 
grey below, witli ru.sty huffish cheeks. Remainder of head and upper 
breast black. A white spot on nape. Under tail-coverts cliestnut. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS ANi> habitat: A bird of liigli elevations, 9000-14,000 ft 
(Lachung, Yumthang, Changu, Thangii, Gnatong, etc.) in pine forest. 
Even found above the tree limit in dwarf rhododen^on scrub. Its 
seasonal altitudinal movement seems to be insignificant. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : E. Nepal, Bhutan, S. Tibet, N. 
Burma, W. China. 

GENERAL HABITS : Typical of the tits, The song, commonly heard 
in the high pine and juniper forests in summer, is a cheerful musical 
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double whistle whiu>hee, whiwhee^ whiwhee, whhohee (usually 
repeated four times). Insects and their eggs and larvae form the 
staple diet, but berries are also eaten. Kernels are extracted from 
their hard shells by persistent hammer blows of the bill while they are 
held down under foot. 

NESTING : The only Sikkim record is from ‘above Gangtok’ at about 
10,000 ft. elevation in ‘open forest of stunted oak and other trees’ — 
19 May. The nest was ‘a pad of moss and fur placed in a hole at 
the roots of a tree on a mossy sloping bank’. It contained 2 eggs, 
pure wliite blotcheil with redefish, measuring 18.8X14.0 and 
18.5x13.8 mm. (Nidification 1:68). 

RACIAL cJiARACTLRis jics, MKAsuRENirxis, KTC : Differs fiom the W. 
Himalayan race rufonuchalis in having the nnclial spot pure wlilte (unniixecl 
with rusty), and in the black of llie breast not e.vtending to the abdomen. 
From the Crested Black Tit (P. meUitioIophus) of the W. Himalayas it differs 
in being slightly larger and darker coloured, and in the absence of the two 
rows of whitish spots which show up as wing-lmis. 

Three dd collected by the Sikkim Survey measure: Wing 69-70; bill 
10-10.5; tarsus 20-21; tail 47.5-51 mm. 

For 12 adults collcctetl by Scluiler in Sikkim, Stresemaim gives Wing 
67(9)-73(d) mm. 

Iris brown; bill black; legs and feet brownish plumbeous; claws horny 
brown. 


THE BROWN CRESTED TIT 


Farm dichrous dichrous Hodgson 
Parus dxclirous Hodgson, 1844, hi Blytb, Jour. Afnat. Soc. Bengal 1.3: 

943 — Ne^xd. 

Plate 24, fig. 7 (facing p. 289) 


F.B.i. 1: 87 

LOCAL name: 

SIZE : Sparrow, 

FIELD CHARACTERS; Greyish brown above with an erect pointed 
crest; tawny below. A cortspicuous buff-coloured internipteu collar 
on hindnccK looping forwarcl under the cheeks to base of bill — like 
the head straps in a horse’s bridle. Sexes alike. Rather similar in 
general effeci; to the Yellownaped Ixulus (p. 202). 

STATUS AND HABITAT : A high clcvation tit, fairly common between 
9000 and 13,000 ft. (Lachen, Thangii, Cliangu, etc.) but not abundant. 
Affects oak, rhcxlodendron and juniper forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal, Bhutan, S. Tibet (Himalayan 
facies), N. Burma. A paler race, kemgrae, occurs in the W. Himalayas 
from S. Kashmir to Garhwal Other races in W. China. 

GENERAL HABITS : Often found in company with the Cole and Black 
Tits, tree creepers and other small birds; usually not more than a pair 
or so in every hunting party. Keeps to low or moderate heights in 
trees. In winter feeds a good deal on the ground, often in snow. 
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amongst dwarf rhododendron scrub. Otherwise a typical tit in all 
its hsmits and behaviour. I have not heard its call, neither has it 
been recorded. 

nesting: No specific record for Sikkim. In W. Himalayas the 
season is April, May, and possibly June. Nest — a pad of moss lined 
with fur or hair and a few feathers, in a hole in the trunk or derelict 
stump of a tree, fairly low down. Eggs — 4 or 5, pure wliite, spotted 
with reddish, more densely at the broad end. Size about 17 X 13 mm. 

RACIAL cHARAC'iEiusiics, MCASURKMENTS, ETC: The wcst Himalayan race 
kangrae (Whistler) is altogether paler. 

A Sikkim Survey specimen (d) measures; Wing 71; bill 10; tarsus 20; tail 
48 mm. 

For 6 adult Sikkim examples in the Sehiifer collection, Stresemann gives 
Wing 68(7)-73(d) mm. 

Iris orange- brown; bill black; legs and feet plumbeous; claws homy brown. 


THE BLACKSPOTTED YELLOW TIT 

Pams xanthogemjs spilonotus Bonaparte 
Parus spilomlu.s Bonaparte, 1850, Consp. Gen. Av. 1; 228, new name for 
Partds xanthogentja Bb^h, 1847, Jour, Asiat. Soc, Bengal Ifi; 444 — 
Himalaya {nec P. xanthogemjs Vigors, 1831). Restricted by 
Stuart Baker (F.B.l. i: 89) to N. Cachar, 1922. 


F.B.i. 1; 89 

LOCAL name; Muchetink-pho (Lepcha). 

SIZE : Sparrow. 

FIELD charactfj\s: A handsome, erect-crested yellow and black 
tit, with bright yellow forehead, superciliiim, sides of head and neck, 
and underparts. Rest of head anci throat, and a broad band down 
centre of underparts to the vent, black. Back and scapulars yellow, 
each feather latenilly margined with black, producing a black-spotted 
overall effect. Prominent white spots on black upper wing-coverts. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident at medium elevations from 4000 to 
8000 ft. (Gangtok); Meinertzhagen collected it at 12,000 ft. (Changu) 
in December. Local and sparse. Inhabits wooded country — ^forest 
as well as neighbourhood of cultivation. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan (?), hill ranges of 
Assam, Manipur and N. Burma, The species extends to Thailand, 
Indochina and Yunnan. 

GENERAL HABITS : Pairs or family parties, frequently associated witli 
the restless mixed hunting flocks of small insectivorous birds. Habits 
not different from other tits'. The song, delivered from a high tree 
top, is one of the earliest bird calls at dawn. It is loud and spirited 
and has been well syllabified as did-he-do-it, did-he-do-it, nodie-diditt. 

NESTING: No record for Sikkim. Elsewhere, season April to June. 
— a pad of grass, moss, wool, feathers, etc., in a hole in a tree- 
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trunk, less often in a stone wall, fairly low down. Eggs^— 4-6, white, 
spolt^ and blotched with reddish or purplish brown. Size about 
18x14 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : DifiFerentiutod froin the 
ratht?r similar Ycllowcheekod Tit (Parus x. xojithogenys) by the for^ead and 
lores being bright yellow instead of black; spots on wings white instead of 
>cllow; rump gxey (tinged with yellow of the upper parts) instead of olive 
green; feathers of mantle and scapulars yellow, laterally margined with black. 
The Ycllowcheekod Tit Is common in the Himalayas W'e^st of tlie Nepal Valley 
at 4000-7000 ft., but may possibly occur in W. Sikkim. 

Two specimens collected by Schafer at Gangtok have Wing: c? 81, 9 
76 mm. 

Iris brown; bill dark plumbeous horn; legs and feet bluish plumbeous. 


THE YELLOWBROWED TIT 

Parus modest us modestus (Burton) 

Sylviparus modestus Burton, 1836 (1835), Proc. Zod. Soc. London: 154 — 
Himalayas. Restricted by Stuart Baker (Handlist; 8) to Ntixil. 

Plate 24, fig. 5 (fadng p. 289) 


F.B.i. 1: 88 

LOCAL name: 

SIZE: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: A Small leaf warbler-like bird, olive green 
above, pale yellow below, with an indistinct ring of yellow feathers 
round tne eye and a short yellow eyebrow. Bright yellow edge to 
closed wing. A short crest sometimes raised. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABH'AT : Incompletely known. Apparently resident 
between 6500 and 9500 ft. elevation, in rhododendron, oak and 
conifer forests; descending somewhat lower in winter, e.g., below 
Chuugthang where a specimen was collected at about 5000 ft. in 
January. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal, Bhutan, Naga Hills, Manipur, 
N. Burma and eastward to China. A paler and brighter race 
(simlaensis) inhabits the W. Himalayas. 

GENERAL HABITS: The old name Sylviparus for this little tit was 
particularly apt since the bird’s habits closely resemble both the tits' 
and the warblers’. It moves about busily among the trees, hanging 
in acrobatic positions on sprigs in search of insects like a tit, or 
flits restlessly in the foliage, nervously flicking its wings like a leaf 
warbler (Phylloscopus). Usually keeps amongst the mixed hunting 

B ties of small insedivorous birds and is easilv mistaken for a 
warbler without wing-bars. In life the yellow eyebrow nor- 
mally remains concealed, except perhaps when the bird is displaying 
or as a warning signal to rivals. However, this needs to be investi- 
gated. Its note has been described as very like that of the British 
Blue Tit. 
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NESTING : Curiously enough nothing is known regarding the season, 
site or structure of this tit's nest, not only in Sikkim out also elsewhere 
in its extensive range. Its eggs remain undescribed. 

RACIAL cuARACTRius'iics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: In iho hand tlic bird can 
be immediately distinguished from a leaf warbler by its longer and stouter, tit- 
hke tarsi. The yellow eyebrow and ring round the oye can only be seen if 
the concealing feathers are raised. The yellow eyebrow becomes much paler 
in worn plumage. 

A specimen ( 9 ) collected by the Sikkim Survey measures : Wing 55; bill 
8; tarsus 15; tail S2 5 niin. Two d d in the Schafer collection have W*ing 
61-64 mm. 

Iris brown; bill hoj-ny brown; legs and feet plumbeous; claws horny brown. 


Subfamily AtcriHALiNAE: Longtailed Tits 

THE SIKKIM REDHEADED TIT 

MgUhalos conctnnus ruhricaptUtts (Ticchurst) 

^gUhaliscus concinna rubricopillus Tioehurst, 1925. Bull. Brit. Orn. 

CL 46: 22— Sikkim. 

F.B.I. 8: 597 

LOCAL NAME: Pyionc-samyi (Lepcha). 

size: Sparrow—. About that of a simbird. 

FIELD CHABACTERS: A diminuHvc, uncrested tit, blue grey above, 
ferruginous (-pale rusty) below. Forehead, crown and nape chest- 
nut; a broad white eyebrow; a black patch on upper breast ('bib'); a 
broad black band enclosing the eyes. White moustachial streaks. 
Some white in the outer rectriccs, conspicuous when tail spread in 
alighting. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident between 4000 and 8000 ft. eleva- 
tion, in fairly open broad-leaved forest with Ruhm thickets. 

DiSTRiBinrioN oiTTSiDE SIKKIM : Nepal, Bhutan, and eastward to the 
Mishmi and Miri hills. Tfie race iredalei occupies the W. Himalayas. 
Other races extend the sjx^cies to Manipur, Burma and SW. Cliina. 

GENERAL HABITS : Very sociablc. Invariably seen in fiLSsy flocks, 
usually in the mixed itinerant parties of Hinies’, or small insectivorous 
birds, which hunt energetically in the canopy foliage and 'flow on’ 
rapidly, in disorderly follow-my-leader fashion, from tree to tree. 
Also feeds largely on wild raspberries {Ruinis spp.), clinging sideways 
or upside down on the bunches and pecking vigorously at the ripe 
fniit. A shrill, pleasant tweet is constantly uttered while feeding, and 
also on the wing. 

NESTING : No record from Sikkim. In W. Himalayas, season March 
to May. Nest— a beautiful oval ball, about 5"x4'", of green moss, 
lichens, fine roots, spiders' egg eases, and feathers, neatly bound to- 
gether with cobweb and thickly lined with wool and vegetable down. 
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Suspended between several twigs, or wedged into the fork of a bush, 
3 to 6 feet up, where it is wdl camouflaged. Eggs — 3-6, white or 
pinkish white, freckled with pinkish red, more densely and forming 
a ring at the broad end. Size about 14x 11 mm. 

RACIAL CHARAC/rERisTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : The Sikkim TRce differs 
from the west Hirndlayan in being more blue on the back, with the head and 
flanks a darker chestnut. It is also somewhat smaller, tliereby agreeing with 
the general tendency in Himalayan birds to decrease in size from west to east. 

Specimens collected by the Sikkim Survey measure: 


Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

50 

7.5 

16 

48.5 mm. 

49 

7.5 

17 

45 mm. 


For 9 examples in tlic Schiifer collection, Stresemann gives Wing 45(9)- 
52(d). Sikkim skins in the Chicago Museum of Natural History measure: 
Wing 3 dd 49-51; 2 V 9 46-48 mm. 

Iris brown; bill black; let 5 s and feet yellowish brown; claws horny brown. 


THE RUFOUSFRONTED TIT 

ALgithaJos iomcimtos iouschistos (Hodgson) 

Pams wusdnstos IIcKlgsou, 1844, in Blyth, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13: 

943 — Nepal. 

Plate 24, fig. 8 (facing p. 289) 


F.B.I. 1: 99 

LOCAL name: 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD characters; A Small uncrested tit, ashy olive above with 
dark ferruginous underside and checks. Head black with a broad 
pinkish grey forehead and medial stripe (‘centre parting’) extending 
t)ackward to the naiK\ Sides of neck and a broad collar on upper 
back also pinkish grey (fawn colour). Chin and throat silvery wnite, 
stippled with blacX. Sexes alike. 

status and habitat: a high altitude tit. Resident between 9000 
and 12,000 ft, descending to 8000 ft. or so in severe winters. Affecis 
mixed deciduous and conifer forests, but particularly the rhododendron 
zone below the pines, and scrubby growth on mountainsides flanking 
hill streams. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, Chumbi Valley (S. 
Tibet). Its western boundary in Nepal is presumably the Arun-Kosi 
River, 

nesting: Nothing recorded. Betts observed one carrying nesting 
material into the upper branches of a large fir tree (Lachen c. 9000 ft., 
23 May 1943) but apparently did not see it building there. Ludlow 
obtained an oviduct egg from a spedmeu shot in Bhutan at 11,000 ft. 
elevation on 24 May (1933). 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENT’S, ETC : Accoi’diug to Strescmaim, 
this species togethei- with /E. niveogularis of the W. Himalayas and bonmloti 
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of the Chin Hills, Yunnan and western China etc-, constitute an 'Artenkreis' or 
Superspecies. 

Twenty-two specimens collected by Schiifcr at Lachen and Lachung in N. 
Sikkim measure: Wing 54(9)-59(d) mm. 

Iris brown; bill black; legs yellowish brown (Jerdon). Iris yellow (Blanford). 


THE SULTAN TIT 

Melcmochlora sidtama sultanea (Hodgson) 

Parus suHaneus Hodgson, 1837, Indian Review 2 (I): 31 — Nepal, 

Plate 24, fig. 3 (facing p. 289) 


F.B.I. 1: 101 

LOCAL NAME : Bon-tylia-pho (Lepcha). 

size: Bulbul, 

FIELD characters: a showy, cr€\sted, black and yellow arboreal 
bird. Mde: Deep lilack above, including tail; also sides of head, neck, 
chin, throat and breast. Rest of underj^arts, forehead, crown and lone 
crest bright yellow. Female: Similar, but with upper parts blackisn 
brown, and chin and throat heavily washed with olive-yellow. In 
overhead flight, silhouetted against the sky, looks very like Redvented 
Bulbul. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Not uncommon in the hot, steamy 
valleys from plains level up to about 3500 ft. elevation. Between 
1200 and 2500 ft. seems to be the optimum zone, (Four skins in the 
Schafer collection arc labelled ‘Gangtok, 1900 m.', i.e. 6000 ft., which 
is unusually high!) Affects open deciduous forest and large trees 
bordering terrace cultivation, roads, etc. 

DisTiuBUTTON ouTSU>E SIKKIM: The lower Himalayas from Nepal 
to NE. Assam. The species cxtaids through the lower hills of Assam, 
Manipur and Burma south to Tenasserim and Thailand. 

GENERAL HABITS : Gocs about in pairs or small parties. Actions and 
behaviour essentially tit-like. Hunts systematically for insects in the 
foliage canopy of lofty trees or under the bark, clinging to the sprigs 
and tree-trunks in all miuiner of acrobatic positions, and peering into 
crevu'ces and under leaves. Tlie birds flit lightly from branch to 
branch on hovering wings, reminiscent of the lora's parachuting dis- 
play or of a foraging party of wood shrikes (Tephrodomis). Food: 
mainly insects, but also fruits and seeds. Sona: a musical ieto-r-ty 
tew-r-T, teuhr’T usually rei>eated three times. A harsh rolling krikrew, 
like the alarm note of some laughing thrush, is uttered from time to 
time. A short, rather nasal conversational chick helps a foraging 
party to maintain contact. 

nes'hng: In spite of its being a common bird, very few records 
exist, and none from Sikkim. Semoti — April-May. Nest — a thick 
pad of moss heavily lined with cotton down, built in a hole or crevice 
in a tree-trunk. Eggs — 6-7, white, thickly scattered over with bold 
brownish red spots and underlying ones of pinkish grey and light 
neutral tint. Size about 20x16 mm. 
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BACXAL oSunACTKmsTics, MEASUHEMENTS^ ETC : 3 9 9 Collected by tlie 
Sikkim Survey measure: Wing 95-105; bill 16-16.5; tarsus 22-24.5; tail 85- 
92 mm. 

Four Scli&fer skins have Wing 2 6 <S 107-109; 2 9 9 99-103 mm. 

Iris brown; bill brownish black; legs and leet bluish plumbeous; claws 
horny brown. 


SiibfamUij Remizinae: Penduline Tits 

THE SIKKIM FIRECAPPED HT-WARBLER 

Cephcdopyrus flammiceps olivaceus Rothschild^ 
Cephalopyrus ^mmiceps oltvaceus Rothschild, 1923, Novit, Zool. 30 : 263 — 

Vicinity of Tengyiieh. 

Plate 18, fig. 6 (facing p. 209) 

F.B.r. 2: 545 

LOCAL name: 

SIZE : Sparrow. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : A brightly coloured, dumpy little flowerpecker- 
like bird with a comparatively short tail, and two yellow wing-bars, 
the lower broader and more prominent. Above, forehead orange- 
scarlet; head and back olive-orange. Below, chin and throat orange- 
scarlet; breast golden yellow; underparts paler yellow. 

Female duller and paler. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Rather uncommon. Was met with only 
at fairly low levels, 1000 to 4500 ft. (Rangpo, Dentam) between 
November and May, but doubtless goes liigher in summer as in the 
western Himalayas — up to 10,000 ft. Affects forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: E. Nepal, Bhutan, SE. Tibet, 
Yunnan. The Himalayas from western Nepal to Afghanistan are 
inhabited by the paler nominate race. 

GENERAL HABITS: Restless and very like floweqTeckers’. Moves 
about singly or in small scattered parties (in winter) from tree to 
tree elineing upside down and sideways, in the manner of tits, 
to the ends ot leafy twigs in search of insect food. Also flicks wings 
nervously like a leaf warbler. The male has a pretty .song in the 
breeding season resembling that of the goldfinch, but more subdued. 

nesting: Not recorded in Sikkim. In the W. Himalayas, 5000- 
10,000 ft., season — April to June. Nest — a natural hollow in a branch 
or an old barbet's hole, usually between 20 and 40 ft. up, lined with 
grass and feathers. Eggs — ^normally 4, unmarked blue-green. Size 
about 16x12 mm. The female is a close sitter and, like tits, hisses 
at intruders. 

RACIAL CHARACTERLSTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC ; Sikkiiu birds Rro darker 
than west Himalayan jiammiceps. The Fauna gives the measurements as 9 ; 
Wing 57-60; bill c. 9; tarsus c. 17; tail 28-31 mm. 


' C. /. saiuratus Wliistler. 
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Iris dark brown; bill plumbeous or horny grey; legs and feet plumbeous or 
{slaty brown. 


Family Sittidae: 

Subfamily Tbichodromadinae : Wall Creeper, Spotted 
Grey Creeper 


THE WALL CREEPER 

Tidvodroma tnuraria nepcdetisis Bonaparte (Linnaeus) 
Tichodroma nepalensis Bonaparte, 1 850, Consp. Gen. Av. 1 : 225 — 

Central Asia. 

Plate 15, fig. 8 (facing p. 160) 

F.Bj. 1: 441 

LOCAL name: Sag-gorsa-lamdong-pho (Lepcha). 

size: Sparrow. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: General colour French grey. Wings bright 
crimson with white 'spots c*anspicuous in flight. Chin and tliroat 
black in summer, pure white in winter. Tail comparatively short, 
rounded, black, tipped with ashy and white. A long, slender black 
bill. Sexes alike, out in summer dress black of cliin and throat less 
in female. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Not common and rather sporadic, to 12,000 ft. 
elevation and higher in summer; do\vn to 1000 ft. or lower in winter 
(Rangpo, Toong, Chungthang, Dentain, Laeliung). Affects boulders 
and rocky sides of streams and gorges, cliffs, etc. 

DiSTRiBLrnoN ouTsmE SIKKIM: TliToughout the Himalayas from 
Kashmir eastward. Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills north of Brahma- 
putra River, The species ranges through Europe and Asia to China. 

CENEKAL HABITS : Solitary, or in widdy separated pairs. Clambers 
up vertical surfaces in jerky spurts, flicking open and shut the broad 
crimson wings from time to time to stampede insects and spiders lurk- 
ing amongst lichens and in the crevices and unevennesses of the rock. 
Flight curiously reminiscent of a large butterfly: flap . . . pause 
(with wings closed) . . . flap . . , muse, and so on. Also rather 
noopoe-like. Voice and call unrecorded in our limits. 

NESTING : Breeds at high altitudes, 12,000-16,000 ft. No record for 
Sikkim. Elsewhere in the Himalayas: Season — May-June. Nest — 
a pad of wool, grass, etc., wedged between boulders in a precipitous 
cliff-face. Eggs^-4-6, dull white, speckled and spotted at the larger 
end with black or deep red-brown. Size about 22x15 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASITREMENTS, ETC : Tlie Fauna giVCS fOT C? 9 

Wing 94-102; bill 27-32; tarsus 25-27; tail c. 50-54 mm. 

A Sikkim Survey d measures Wing 103.5; bill 29; tarsus 24; tail 55.5 mm. 

Iris bmwn; bill brownish black; legs, feet and daws blackish brown. 
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SubfamUtj Sitiinae; Nutliatches 


THE WHITETAILED NUTHATCH 

Sitta hiniaiayensis hhnalayensis Jardine & Selby 
Sitta himalatjensis Jardine & Selby, 1835, Illustr. Orn. 3, pi. 144 — 
Himalayas (Simla). 


F.BJ. 1: 122 

LOCAL name; Siddyi-phip (Lepcha). 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : A shoit and square-tailcd slaty blue bird with 
pale fulvous and chestnut undeiparts and longish straight pointed 
bill. Forehead black continued behind in a black line through the 
eye down sides of neck to the shoulder. Under tail-coverts chestnut. 
Its chief distinguishing mark from other nuthatches is the white patch 
at the base of the tail feathers. In overhead flight a white patch 
on the otherwise blackish undervving, conspicuous. Sexes alike; 
female somewhat duller and paler. 

STATUS AND HABTfAT : Resident between 5000 and 11,000 ft. 
(August), descending as low as about 3000 ft. in winter (March). 
Partial to oak and rhododendron forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Himalayas from Kangra and 
Chamba eastward to Bhutan and the Aka Hills (north of Brahmaputra 
River). Also at the higher elevations of the N. Caohar and Manipur 
hills, and N. Burma, 

The species extends to Tonkin. 

GENERAL HABITS: Pairs or scattered family parties, often amongst 
the hunting bands of small insectivorous birds that rove the forest. 
Creeps jerloly along the ui)ixt or under side of moss-covered boughs 
or up and around tree-trunks with astonishing agility, prying into 
crevices in the bark or imder the moss in search of lurking insects, 
presently flying off to another tree nearby — occasionally in low 
shnibs — ^to resume the hunt. The l)irds maintain contact with one 
another by a feeble, mcnisy chip-chip. At the onset of the nesting 
season a clear, si>irited, tit-like, whistling song wheet-wit^ivit-iiyit-imt 
— quickly repeated 6 to 8 times — is delivere<l by the male with neck 
partially upstretched, from a perch in a tree. Food: mainly insects, 
but also kernels of nuts and seeds. The nut is fixed in a suitable 
hollow in a branch and hacked open by determined hammer blows 
of the pointed bill. 

nesting: An early breeder. Season — March to May. Nest — a 
pad of green moss and moss roots in some natural hollow in a tree 
trunk or bough, at any height between 5 and 25 ft. The opening is 
plastered up with clay leaving a neat round entrance hole about 
VA inches in diameter. Eggs — 5 to 7, white, tJiickly blotched and 
spotted with red, more profusely at the broad end, Size about 
19X14 mm. 

RACIAL characteristics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC ; TwO 9 9 CoUoctecl at 

Chungthang measure: Wing 68-74; bill 14-15, tarsus 17-18; tail 33.5-38 mm. 



THE CINN AM ONBELEIED NtJTHATCH 


349 


For 30 specimens in the Scliiifer Sikkim collection (Gangtok, Chungthang, 
Lachen, Manshitang, Penlom-la, Karponang) Stresemann gives Wing 68{ 9 )- 
76(c?). 

Iris brown; upper mandible blackish brown, lower pale plumbeous with 
homy brown tip; legs, feet and claws pale horny brown. 


THE CINNAMONBELLIED NUTHATCH 

Sitta castanea ciniumioventris Blyth 
Sitffl cintwmoventris Blyth, 1842, jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 11 : 459, ex 
Tickell MS. — Darjeeeling. 


F.B.i. 1: 125 

LOCAL name : Siclclyi-i>hij> (Lepcha). 

SIZE : Sparrmv. 

FIELD CHARAcrERs: Male: Slaty blue above, including crown and 
nape; chestnut red below. A black streak from the nostril back- 
ward through the eye to the shoulder. Cheeks, ear-coverts and 
chin white, shar^Jy defined. Under tiiil-coverts wliite, fringed with 
bright chestnut. White i>atches near tip of outer tail feathers. In 
overhead flight a wliite patch visible under wing at base of 
primaries. 

Female: Wliite on face less sharply defined. Ij>wer plumage 
cinnamon brown paler on throat and breast. Easily confused with 
Wliitetailed Nutliatch; for diagnosis see below. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident and common between about 
1000 ft. elev'ation (or lower) and about 5500 ft. (Rangpo, Martam, 
Gangtok, Singlnk, Dcntam, Rinchinpong, etc.). Affects openly 
wooded country with lai^e trees. 

DiSTRiBunoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal (up to 6500 ft. — ^Ripley); 
Bhutan to extreme cast Assam north and south of the Brahmaputra; 
Manipur; Chittagong Hill Tracts (E. Pakistan). The species in 
other races is widely distributed in S. Europe and Asia, including 
the greater part of India and Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS: Similar to those of the white-tailed species. 
Often seen in association with the Velvetfronted Nuthatch, which, 
however, it treats as a food competitor and invariably chases off 
if on the same branch. Occasionally desctmds to the ground to 
feed on termites etc. The male’s breeding call is a single loud and 
clear whistle, chiohee, repeated about once in two or three seconds. 

NEsnNG; Season — April to June. Flest — not different from that 
of the species described, except perhaps in that the moss is often 
capped by mammal fur for the eggs to lie on. An unusual nest 
found in Sikkim by Gamniie was placed 20 ft. up in the intemode 
section of a decaying bamboo and consisted or several alternate 
layers of green moss and pieces of tree bark piled one over the 
other. £jggs— -5 to 7, white, less boldly spotted with dark red than 
in the wmte-tailed species. Size about 19X14 mm. 
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RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, Eic : Both scxos differ from cor- 
responding sexes of the race castanea, found over most of India, (1) in possessing 
a blunter, longer, and heavier bill; (2) the crown and nape are concolorous with 
tlie back, not paler; (3) chestnut-fringed under tail-coverts white, not slaty blue; 
(4) underparts of male a brighter redder chestnut, not dark chestnut buy. 

Female cj^namoventris may be differentiated in tlie field from SUta 
himulmjensis by (1) absence of while patch at base of tail; (2) its slightly larger 
size and darker ehestnut uiiderpurts; (3) its chestnut-fringed white under tail- 
coverts, not pale chestnut as in that species. 

Tlnree 6 6 eollect(?d by tlie Loke-Sahrn Ali Survey measure; Wing 83-86; 
bill 21-22; tarsus 20; tail 40-42.5 min. A Sikkim 9 in the Schafer collection 
has Wing 88 mm. 

Iris brown; upper mandible horny black except ridge of cuhnen (for about 
10 mm. posteriorly) which is pale plumbeous; lower mandible pale plumbeous 
except tip and c‘ommissiirc which are black; legs and feet plumbeous; claws 
brown. 


THE BEAUTIFUL NUTHATCH 

SHia formosa Blyth 

Sitta formosa Blyth, 1843, J<ntr. A.ual. Sue. Bengal 12.; 938 — Darjeeling. 

Plate 15, fig. 6 (facing p. 160) 


F.B.I. 1: 131 

I.OCAL NAME: Tishc kuyi gumbo (Lepcha). 

size: Bulbul-. 

FiEij) CHARACTERS: A large, handsome, black and blue nuthatch, 
unmistakable for any other bird. Forehead black. Crown, nai>e 
and mantle black streaked with cobalt blue. Sides of neck and back 
black streaked with bluish white. Rest of upp^r mils blue. Flight 
and tail feathers black, more or less edged with olue. Tail tipped 
bluish white. Sides of head, chin, and throat white, shading into 
the dull chestnut lower plumage. In flight a white patch on the 
black underwing, at base of primaries, consi>iciious from below. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Very rare and local. In recent years obtained 
only by MeincTtzhagen at 1100 ft. elevation (Rangpo) in December, 
and again at 6400 ft. (RaTigir(X)n, Daiieeling Dist.) in me same month. 
Evidently, therefore, it (Kxupies a wide altitudinal range (seasonal ?). 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Bhutan and the eastern Himalayas 
to our extreme NE. frontier. Assam hills south of Brahmaputra River; 
Manipur; N. Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS: Very little recorded. Keeps in pairs or parties 
of 4 or 5. Not shy. Its actions and behaviour while creeping up and 
down boughs and tree-trunks in search of food are characteristic of 
the genus but slower, resembling those of a woodpecker. PIig:ht fast. 
Call: typical of the nuthatches; described as lower and sweeter in tone. 

NESTING : No reccMxl for Sikkim. Season (in Assain)"April to June* 
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2V^— -a pad of rodents’ fur in a tree-hole 8 to 25 ft ua walled up 
with clay, leaving a neat round entrance. Eggs-A to 6, white wiA 
small dark red .specks and spots. Size about 21X16 mm 

RACIAL CHARACrEKiSTics, MjEAHUREMEN'ts, ETC : The Fauiia givcs the nieasuro* 
ments as : cT 9 Wing H4-118; bill c. 17; tarsus c. 21; taU c. 58-60 mm. 

Against tlie alx)ve, Dr RJploy measures 2 9 9 collected in tli© Mishmi 
HiUs os: Wing 98-99.5; bill 20-21.5. 

Iris dark brov^m; bill blackish; legs and feet greenish honi. (Whistler MS.) 


THE VELVETFRONTED NUTHATCH 

Sitia frontalis frontalis Swainson 

Sitta frontalis Swainson, 1820, ZooL lUustr., series 1, pt. i, pi. 2— Ceylon. 

F.BJ. 1: 132 

LOCAL NAME : 

size: Sparrow— , 

FIELD CHARACTERS : A Small purplish blue nuthatch with pale lilac 
grey undeiparts, velvety black forehead, and coral red bill. A white 
spot at base of black primaries visible from below. Male with a black 
stripe (supercilium) above eye, extending to nape; female without. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Stevens records it up to 2500 ft. elevation 
in the Teesta Valley. In Sikkim, according to him, it nowhere 
approaches 5000 ft. as given by Oates for the Himalayas. The Loke- 
Salim AJi Survey found the species commonest between 1000 and 
2000 ft., but also came across it at about 4500 ft. (Singhik) and between 
5500 and 6500 ft. (Gangtok) in February and December 1952 and April 
1955. Affects broad-leaved forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Practically all India, Pakistan and 
Burma excepting the arid areas. Plains, and up to about 6000 ft. 
elevation. 

GENERAL HABITS: Very similar to those of the Whitetailed and 
other nuthatches. Pairs or family parties usually seen amongst mixed 
hunting associations of small insectivorous birds. Call: a loud cheep- 
ing whistle of the quality and volume of a sunbird\s. Members of a 
party maintain contact with one another by a variety of mousy cheeps. 
The male has a trilling 'song’ in the breeding season, 

NESTING ; Seasm — April to June. Nest — a pad of moss lined with 
fur, and sometimes a few feathers. Placed in a small tree-hole usually 
under 20 ft. (but up to 40 ft.). On account of the smallness of the 
hole normally selected, plastering up with clay as in other nuthatches 
is seldom necessary. Eggs — 4 or 5, white, densely speckled and 
blotched with red and purplish. Size about 17x13 mm. 

RACIAL ciiAHACTEHisincs, MICAS URKMENTS, ETC: A <S coUccted in Sikkim 
measures: Wing 73; bill 14.5; tarsus 16.5; tail 40 mm. 

Measurements of seri(js from Nepal, Naga Hills, etc. sliow die difference in 
size between south Indian and north Indian birds to be .so insignificant that it 
seems pointless to recognize the northern race corallina, separated on the 



352 


CERTMI1DA.E 


chai’iicter of smallness. Thus conclusion agrees with Vaurie’s recent revison of 
the Asiatic nuthatches (Amer. Mus. Notntates, No. 1472: 12. 1 Nov. 1950). 


Family CERTtuiDAE; Tree Creepers 

THE NEPAL TREE CREEPER 

CertJUa jomiliaris mmdeUii Brooks 
Certhia mandellii Brooks, 1874, Jour. Asiai. Soc. Bengal 42 (2); 256 — Sikkim. 

Plate 15, fig. 7 (facing p, 160) 

F.B.I. 1: 433 { = nipalen$is) 

LOCAL name: 

SIZE : Sparrow — . 

FIELD GHARACrERS : A Small, mottled, dark brown bird with bright 
ferruginous rump and upper tail-coverts, and a longish, pointed, 
woodpecker-like, reddish brown tail. An obli(iue fulvous band acToss 
wings. Chin, cheeks, throat and breast white; under tail-coverts 
fulvous. Slender, slightly curved bill. Sexes alike, 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Not uncommon at the liigher 
elevations, usually between c. 7500 and 13,500 ft. (Lachen, Lachung, 
Thangu, Gnatong, KariX)nang, Sandakphu), but also noted at 
c. 5500 ft. (Kewzing). Affects silver fir, deodar and rhododendron 
forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Eastcm Nepal, Bhutan, S. Tibet. 
Another race {hodgsoni) occurs in the western Himalayas, from NW. 
Kashmir to W. Nepal. 

GENERAL HABITS: Entirely arboreal, though occasionally seen on 
moss-covered rocks. Partial to conifers. Piui^s or family parties, al- 
most invariably amongst the mixed hunting parties of tits, flycatchers, 
etc. Clings to moss- and lic^ien-covered tree tnmks, creeps up in 
short spurts, directlv or in irregular spirals, and searches the crevices 
and under the baric for hiding insects. After working up to near 
the top of a tree, flies off to another, alighting on the trunk near 
its base and scuttling upward in the same way. Has a number of 
squeaky, mouse-like notes. 

NESTING: Season — chiefly May-June. Nesf — a shapeless mass of 
feathers, straw, etc. wedged in a crevic'e or bulge of loose outflaking 
bark of a deodar, 4 to 40 ft. from the ground. Eggs — 4 or 5, pale 
pinkish white, heavily spotted and speckled with reddi.sh brown, more 
densely at the broad end to form an irregular cap or zone. Size 
about 16X12 mm. 

hacial cMARACTERLsncs, MEASUREMENTS, ETC; White uiiclerparts, slightly 
shorter bill, and faintness or absence of cross-rays in the tail, distinguish tin’s 
species (familiar is) from himalayana. 

The W. Himalayan race hodgsoni differs in being paler brown above, witli 
only a tinge of fulvous On lower back and rump. 
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The Survey specimens measure: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

2 9 9 63-64.5 14.5-15.5 17-17.5 55-57 mm, 

1 o ? 64 13 17.5 54.5 mm. 

Four Sikkim (S d in tlie Chicago Museum ol Natural History have Wing 
65-67; 4 9 9 63-66 mm. 

Iris brown; upper mandible horny brown, lower pinkish flesh colour; legs, 
feet and claws homy brown. 


THE SIKKIM TREE CREEPER 

Certlua discdot discolor Blyth 

Certhia discolor Blyth, 1845, Jour, Asiat. Soc. Bengal 14: 580 — Darjeeling. 

F.B.i. 1: 435 

iwOCAL name: Saddyer-pho (Lepcha). 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHARACTERS; Similar to the Nepal Tree Creeper, but with 
the entire lower plumage earthy brown; under tail-coverts ferruginous; 
bill a little longer and more curved. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT .* Resident. Fairly common, and on the whole 
seems to occupy a lower zone than die Nepal Tree Creeper at least 
in winter (400() to 6000 ft., Rinchinpong, Temi). But Meinertzhagen 
also found it higher up, 9000 to 12,000 ft., in late December 
(Kai^nang, Changu), so the ranges of the two species evidently 
overlap. Affec’ts deciduous oak forest at the lower levels, and conifers 
and rhododendrons at higher elevations. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills north 
and south of Brahmaputra River, Naga Hills, W. Manipur. Other 
races extend the species through E. Manipur to Burma, Yunnan, 
Thailand, Tonkin, Annam. 

GENERAL HABITS: Similar to those of the Nepal Tree Creeper. A 
pair or so almost invariably amongst the mixed hunting parties of 
tits and other tinies, creeping jerkily on moss- and lichen-covered 
trunks and boughs. 

nesting: Not recorded in Sikkim. Season — in Assam hills, April- 
May. Nest and egg^ very similar to those of tnandellii, but perhaps 
the eggs are more densely marked with tiny blotches and freckles of 
a deeper red-brown, and with a lesser tendency to foim a ring or 
cap at the broad end, Size about 16x12 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : Sikkim Survcy Specimens 
measure: 



Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 


3 dd 

67-70 

18 

17-18 

73.5-80 

mm. 

1 9 

68 

16 

16.5 

73 

mm. 

1 o ? 

68 

16 

15.5 

71 

mm. 


Iris brown; upper mandible horny brown, lower flesh colomed; legs, feet 
and claws pale lioniy brown. 


23 
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STOLICZKA'S TREE CREEPER 

Certhia mpalensis Blyth 

Certhia nipalemis 'Hodgson =Blytli, 3845, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 
14: 581 -Nepal. 

F.B.I. 1: 438 

LOCAL name: 

size: Sparrow — . 

FIELD ciiaractehs: Like the Nepal and Sikkim Tree Creepers, 
with die conspicuous buff wing bar, but above black, streaked with 
fulvous; below, chin and tliroat wliite, rest of underparts including 
under tail-coverts ferruginous (rusty red). Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT; Stcvcns Tccords it from 6500 to 10,000 ft 
in winter; Meinertzhagen also obtained specimens between 5200 and 
10,500 ft elevation (Rinchinpong, Chungthang, Lachen, Changu), 
November to January, and found it not imcommon. Its biotope 
overlaps that of the other two tree creepers. The Sikkim Omitholo- 
gical Survey apparendy overlooked it. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: E. Nepal, Bhutan to E. Assam. 
Possibly also Naga Hills and Manipur. 

GENERAL HABITS; Same as of the two previous species, but 
according to Meinertzliagen oftenor met with by itself, singly or 
in pairs, than in die mixed hunting parties of tits etc. He also 
describes it as being more silent, slower and more deliberate in 
its movements, and keeping largely to lower rotten and mossy trees, 
seldom ascenchng high up into the branches. 

NESTING : Unwiown. 

RAciAL CHABACTEiusrics, Aii<AsuBFJMENTS, ETC: The Fauna gives the mea- 
surements (<59) as; Wing 67-74; bill c. 13-18, generally c. 16; tarsus c. 18; tail 
64-71 mm. 

Soft parts as in the otlier tree creepers. 


Family Dicaeidae: Flowerpeckers 

THE FIBEBBEASTED FLOWEBPECKEB 

Dicaeum ignipectus ignipectus (Blyth) 

Myzatuhe ignipectus ‘Ilodgson’= Blyth, 1843. Jour. Asiat. Hoc. Bengal 
12: 98.3— Nepal. 

Plate 13, fig. 4 (facing p. 144) 

Plate 22, fig. 9 (facing p. 273) 

F.B.I. 3: 427 

LOCAL name: Sangti-pro-pho (Lepcha). 
size: Sparrow — . 

FIELD CHABACTERS : A Tcstless, brilliant, stub-tailed little bird, very 
like a sunbird but with a shorter bill. Male: Above, deep glossy 
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metallic greenish black. Below, rich buff washed with greenish on 
the flanks. A bright crimson patch on breast, and a black patch 
below this, sometimes down to centre of abdomen. 

Female: Above, olive-green with a contrasting yellowish rump. 
Beloio, as in male but without the crimson or black patches. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: The commoncst flowerpecker in Sikkim, 
Met with between c. 2500 and 6500 ft. (Tcmi, Kewzing, Rinehinpong, 
Dikchu, Singhik, Manshitang, Gangtok). According to Stevens, 
‘generally distributed between 3500 and 10,000 ft.’ in the Sikkim 
Himalayas. Stuart Baker even says ‘it certainly breeds up to 

12,000 ft. in Sikkim’, though he does not give his authority. On 
Loranthm clumps parasitizing forest trees. 

rasnuBUTiON outside sikkim: Tlu-ouehout the lower Himalayas 
from the Sutlej Valley to NE. Assam. iWso rest of Assam, Manipur, 
Burma, Tfiailund. Tne species ranges to S. China, the Philippines 
and Malaysia. 

GENERAL HABITS : Arboreal. Inseparable from the parasitic 

Loranthus clumps so abundant on the tall forest trees, its staple 
food being the ripe berries of this plant. It plucks and revolves 
a berry between its mandibles to strip off and swallow tlie epicarp, 
wiping the viscous seed on a neighbouring branch where it quickly 
sprouts and starts a fresh infestation. Or sometimes it will swallow 
tne entire berry mid void the seed in due course on a different 

tree, thus spreading the mischief farther afield. Much rivalry 

prevails between individuals feeding amongst the Loranthm clumps 
and intruders are chased off with persistence and determination. 
Nectar, small insects and spiders are also eaten. 

Utters a shaip chik-chiK-chik as it hops restlessly amongst the 
parasitic clusters, or dashes from tree to tree. 

NESTING : Season — April-May. Nest — a beautiful little pear- 
shaped iX)uoh with a lateral entrance hole, of soft felted vt’getable 
down, occasionally draped on the outside with some green moss. 
Hung from a twig 12 to 20 ft. from the ground. Eggs — % or 3, 
white, measuring ^out 15 X 10 mm. 

BACiAL ciiAUACTKiusTics, MKAsiXREMT.N'rs, ETC: The Sikkim Survey speci- 
mens mtjasitrc: 4 dd Wing 49-53; bill 9-10; tarsus 12-13; tail 24.5-27 mm. 

Schafer’s Sikkim skins give Wing S d d 49, 50, 51; 2 9 ? 47, 48 mm. 

Iris brown; bill black, or with lower mandible pluml^eous liom; legs, feet 
and claws blackish brown. 
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THE YELLOWBELLIED FLOWERPECKER 

Dicaemn melanozanthum (Blyth) 

Fachyglom tnelmozaniha ‘Hodgson’ =Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat, Soc. 
Bengal 12: 1010— Nepal. 


F.B j. 3 : 439 

LOCAL name: 

si2e: Sparrow — . 

FIELD characters: Mdc: Above, including sides of neck and 
breast, velvety black. Two outer pairs of tail feathers with a white 
patch on inner web near tip. BeUm, middle (rf chin, throat and 
breast white. Rest of lower plumage bri^t yellow. 

Femde: Like the male, but black replaced by greenish brown, 
paler on sides of head, neck, and breast. Middle of chin and 
throat greyish white. Abdomen and under tail-coverts yellow. 

status and habitat: Rare. In the Chicago Museum there is a 
good series collectexl by Stevens from 5500 to 6000 ft. elevation 
(Lingtam) in Januaw and February 1931. Schafer obtained 4 
examples at c. 9000 ft. (Lachen) between 6 and 12 Sept. 1939. 

distribution outside SIKKIM: KumaoD and tltrough Nepal and 
Bhutan (?) to E. Assam. 

general habits; Said to be troical of the flowerpeckers, but 
little known. 

NESTING : Unknown. 

BAcrAL cHAHACTEiusTics, MEASUHEMENT.s, FTC: Schiifcr’s Silcldm Specimens 
have Wing 2 d* J 70, 75; 2 V $ fi3, 66 mm. 

Iris red; bill black; legs and feet dark plumbeous (Fauna). 


Fatnihj Nectariniidae: Sunbirds 

The genus Aethopyga is characterized by the males possessing, 
in additicHi to brilliant metallic plumage, a bright yellow rump and 
long graduated tails with elongated central feathers narrowing to a 

E int. The females have shorter, less graduated tails (without the 
igthened central feathers), and are conspicuously greenish tinged 
on the underparts. The bill, as in other sunbirds, is slender and 
downcurved, well adapted for probing into tubular flowers. 
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THE FIRETAILED YELLOWBACKED SUNBIRD 


Aethojjyga ignicauda ignicouda (Hodgson) 

CJnnyris ignicauda Hodgson, 1836, Ind. lieciew 1 (7): 273 — Nepal. 

Plate 13, fig. 3 (facing p. 144) 

Plate 22, fig. 6 (facing p. 273) 


F.B.I. 3; 383 
LOCAL name; 
size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : M(de (breeding) : Above, forehead, crown, and 
sides of chin and throat metallic blue. Rest of u^r paife crimson 
except rump which is bri^t yellow, and long pointed tail which is 
largdy crimson brick-red. Below, chin and throat metallic purple; 
breast yellow, suffu-sed with scarlet-crimson. Rest of lower plumage 
dull greenish yellow. 

Aner breeding the male moults into a dull, rather female-like 
eclipse plumage, with the tail, though much duller and shorter, 
still retaining its pointed sliape. Head, chin and throat grey; crown 
streaked darker. Scarlet on breast much reduced, but rest, including 
yellow rump and scarlet upper tail-coverts, as in the breeding 

plumage. , t. • j • r. 

Fertude; Above, ashy green; rump and tail-coverts fringed with 
yellow, but no distinct yellow rump-band. Tail blackish, tinged 
with ashy green and obsoletely pale-tipped; the central feathm golden 
brown. Below, blackish ashy green changing to greenish yellow 
cm abdomen and posterior flanks. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: The Sikkim sunbird with the highest am- 
tudinal ceiling. Normally resident between c. 4500 and 13,000 ft., 
moving down .slightly from its highest levels in .severe winters 
(Dentam, Rinchinpong, Pemionche, Gangtok, near ManshRang, 
Lachung, Yumthang, Thangu). Blanford recorded it at 11,000 ft. 
in the Chola Range in August. According to Stevens ocrasionaUy 
found at 2000 ft. or lower in winter. Affects forest of oak, rhododen- 
dron and conifers. .r, i i xt i ni. ^ 

DiSTRiBonoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM; Kumaon, Garhwal, Nepal, Bhutan, 
SE. Tibet (Himalayan facies); Assam, Manipur. Tlie species extends 
to Mt Victoria, NE. Burma, Yunnan. 

GENERAL HABITS; Aiboreal. Restless and active. Flits about the 
tree-toiw glittering like a living gem against the dark foliage. Hangs 
sideways or upside down on a cluster of riiododendron blossoms 
nervously twitaiing its wings, and probes into the flower tubes for 
nectar. Hovers momentarily in front of sprigs on ra^dly vibrating 
wings—like a hawk-moth — ^in search of insects and spiders whiidi also 
form a large part of its diet. Its song has not been recorded. 

nesting: Season — ^April-May. Nest — an oblong pouch of moss 
mixed with fine grass, roots and vegetable down, widi an entrance 
hole near the top. Suspended from the tip of a ringal bamboo branch 
or bush, 3 ft. or so from the ground, in silver fir and ihododendron 
forest frequently at altitudes of 10,000-12,000 ft. Eggs — 2, variable, 
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white to pale violet-white or pale brick-red, freckled with purplish 
or reddish brown. Size about 16x12 mm. 

BAciAL cHABACTEiusTics, MEASVttE^ii?Ni's, ETC: Specimens collected by the 
Sikkim Survey in January (eclipse plumage) measure: 2 dd Wing >58-59; 
bill 22-24; tarsus 16, 16; tail 48-48.5 mm. In breeding plumage the tail is 
‘108-118 mm.' (Fauna). 

Schafer's Sikkim series, including males in breeding as well as eclipse 
plumage, gives Wing 15 d d 56-60 (av. 57.6); 2 9 9 52, 55 mm. (Stresemann). 

Iris brown; bill, legs, feet ajid claws horny brown. 


THE BLACKBREASTED SUNBIRD 


Aethopyga satmata saturota (Hodgson) 

Cinnyris saturata Hodgson, 1836, Ind. Review 1 (7): 273 — Nepal. 

Plate 13, fig. 2 (facing p. 144) 

Plate 22, fig. 8 (facing p. 273) 


F.B.i. 3: 388 

LOCAL name: 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : Male: Very dark, almost black in the distance, 
with long pointed tail. Above, forehead, crown, nape, hindneck, 
and a broad moustachial streak metallic bluish purple. Upper back 
very dark crimson -maroon, changing to dull black lower; a narrow 
ana inconspicuous yellow rump-band; nimp, tail -coverts and tail 
largely glistening steel blue. Belota, sides of head and neck, chin, 
throat and breast black; rest of lower plumage dull grey-green. There 
is no eclipse plumage. 

Female: Confusingly like female ignicmula, but with upper 
plumage light green and a distinct yellow band across the rump. 
Tail, excepting central feathers, broadly tipped with dull white. 

STATUS ANi:) HABITAT: A fairly common resident at the lower 
elevations, up to c, 6500 ft. (Singtam, Martam, I>ikchu, Chungthang, 
Gangtok). Affects fringes of dense evergreen forest, and secondary 
jungle. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Garliwal, Nepal, Bhutan, SE. Tibet 
(Himalayan facies). The s^x^cies extends through Assam, Manipur 
and Burma to Yimnan and Tonkin. 

GENERAL HABITS: Typical of the sunbirds as describe'd under Ae, 
ignicauda. Perhaps less bursting with energy than many of its 
congeners, often remaining hopping about in one flower-laden bush 
for minutes instead of flashing ceaselessly from bush to bush. The 
flowers of a species of HolmskfolcUai, common within its altitudinal 
range, fonn an irresistible attraction to this and other sunbirds. 

NESTING : Not specifically recorded in Sikkim, Season elsewhere — 
May to July. Nest — ^a compact oblong pouch of fibres and moss, lined 
copiously with fine cotton down, with a porched lateral entrance. 
Attached to a thin twig or creeper stem u.sually under 4 ft. from the 
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ground. Eggs — 2 or 3, wliite, spotted and blotched with inky black 
and inky grey, more densely at the broad end. Size about 15 X 12 mm, 

RACIAL CHARACTERtsTfcs, MEAsuiusMENTs, ETC *, Specimens collected by 
the Sikkim Survey measure: 2 cTcT Wing 55-58; bill 23-23.5; tarsus 14-16; 
tail 74-76 mm. 

Schafer s Sikkim skins give Wing 10 d d 53-57 (av. 55.4); 1 9 47 mm. 

Iris brown; bill brownish black; legs, feet and claws dark homy brown. 
Ciuiously enough, as reflected also by the specimens collected, males of 
this sunbird and tlie Firetailed species in Sikkim appear vastly to outnumber 
the females — ^in the proportion of something like 10 : 1 — and this in spite of 
a spedal look-out being kept for the latter. 


THE SIKKIM YELLOWBACKED SUNBIRD 

Aethopyga nipedensis koelzi Ripley 
Aethopyga nipalerisis koelzi Ripley, 1948, Proc. Biol Soc. Washington 
61: 106 — Mishmi Hills, N.E. Assam. 

F.B.I. 3: 391 (part) 

LOCAL name; 

SIZE : Sparrow -- . 

FiEU) characters: Male: Above, forehead to hindneck metallic 

f reen. Sides of neck and upiw back deep crimson-maroon. Lower 
ack olive-green; rump bright yellow. Tail-coverts and central tail 
largely metallic green; rest of tail black. Below, chin and throat 
metallic green; breast golden yellow, finely streaked with scarlet. 
Rest of lower plumage olive-yellow. 

Female: Difficult to tell with certainty. Overall olive-green and 
olive-grey. No yellow band across rump. Under tail-coverts 
yellowish. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common resident from c. 1000 to 
9000 ft. altitude (Singtam, Martam, Dikehu, Singhik, Lingtam, 
Cbungthang, Lachen, Manshitang, Gangtok). Schajrer procured a 
specimen at Changu, c. 12,000 ft, in Februaiy. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Assam north and south of 
Brahmaputra River, westward through SE. Tibet and Bhutan to E, 
Nepal. The species extends further west to Garhwal and Kumaon, 
Also found in Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS: Similar to the foregoing. 
nesting: Seasmi — May-June. Nest — ^typical of the sunbirds, an 
oval pouch of moss mixed with roots, lined with vegetable down, 
and with a lateral entrance hole near the top; no projecting porch 
over it. Suspended at the end of a twig of a low bush, 2 to 4 ft 
from the ground. Eggs — usually 2, white, sometimes with a little 
reddish mottling at me broad end. Size about 16X11 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Thc racc koelzi of Sikkim 
and the E. Hiinalayas is larger in size than die W. Himalayan nipalensis, with 
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the scarlet streaking on the breast much richer. The Sui’vey specimens 
measure : 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

2 dcj 53.54 23-24 16-17 56-60 mm. 

2 9 9 50-50 22-23.5 13.5-15 41-42 ram. 

A large series collected by Schafer in Sikkim gives Wing 20 d d 53-50, 58 
(av. 54.4); 14 9 9 48-51 (av. 49.v3) mm. (Stresemann). 

Iris brown; bill brownish black; legs, feet and claws horny brown. 


Mrs Gould’s Yeixowbacked Sunbird, Aethopyga gotddiae 
gouldiae (Vigors) — ^Plate 13, fig. 1; Plate 22, fig. 7 — ^is uncommon 
in Sikkim, with an indeterminate local status. Stevens says, ‘Found 
at all elevations from 4000 to 10,000 ft. (in the Sikkim Himalayas) 
according to season,’ I came across it only once at c. 6500 ft. 
(below Lachen), 24 February. Schafer collects two males at 9000 ft 
(Lachen), 29 June. Wing 55, 57 mm. 

recognition: Male: Crimson above, yellow below. Forehead, 
crown, chin, throat, and a spot on either side of breast deep metallic 
purple-blue. Rump bright yellow. Upper tail -coverts and central 
tail metallic purple-blue. 

Fem<de: Overall olive grey-green with a yellow band across 
rump. Indistinguishable in the field from female of saturata; in the 
hand its smaller bill is a clue. 


THE INDIAN STREAKED SPIDERHUNTER 

Arachtiathera niagim rmgna (Hodgson) 

Cinnyris magna Hodgson, 1836, Ind. Review I (7): 272 — Nepal. 

F.B.I. 3: 414 

LOCAL NAMES : Dom-siriok-pho (Lepcha); Yedong-pichang (Bhutia), 

size: Sparrow+. 

FIELD characters: a dumpy, short-tailed, flower-haunting bird 
with a long, slender, curved bill and stout, yellow legs. Overall olive- 
yellow, heavily streaked with black. Tail olive-yellow with pale 
yellowish tips and broad blackish subterminal bands. Sexes alike. 

STATUS and habitat: Not common or abundant, but frequent at 
elevations between c, 1500 and 5000 ft. (Singtam, Martam, Dikchu, 
Chungthang}. Closely associated with wild banana plants {Musa sp.), 
in tropical foothills fore.st. 

DiSTRiBunoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The lower Himalayas from the 
Sutlej Valley to extreme NE. Assam. Assam, Manipur, Chittagong 
Hill Tracts (E. Pakistan), Burma. The species extends to Yunnan 
and Indochina, 

GENERAL HABITS: Arboreal. Active and energetic. Keeps singly 
or in pairs, visiting a large variety of flowering trees, shrubs and 
parasitic Loranthus clumps in quest of nectar and the attendant 
insects which comprise its food. Sometimes hovers for several seconds 
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at a time in front of a sprig of leaves to take a spider from its web. 
Inseparable from wild banana plants whose flowers form a perfect 
sheath for its bill and which, in return for the nectar, it must largely 
serve to pollinate. Utters a sharp, metallic kikikiky rather reminiscent 
of the Five-striped Squirrers call, ooth whilst feeding and on the wing, 
nesting: SecBston — April-May. Nesi — a neatly finished inverted 
dome of skeleton leaves compactly felted together with cobwebs and 
lined with similar but finer material. Sewn by means of vegetable 
down, like a tailor bird’s nest, on the underside of a banana or similar 
large drooping leaf, ke^ng a small opening for entrance at the 
top. — 2 or 3, vari^le, mostly sepia, chocolate, or some oflier 

shade of brown, with a darker zone at the broad end. Size about 
23X16 mm. Both sexes share all the domestic chores. In spite of 
its structure and unsteady site the nest is commonly parasitized by 
several species of cuckoos. It is difficult to conceive now the eggs 
are introduced within unless it be by the bill of the parasite. Gammie 
recorded a full-fledged Indian Cuckt>o (Cuculm niicropterus) being 
fed by a pair of these spiderhunters in Sikkim in Sei>tember 
(S.F. 5: 386). 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The Fauna givCS thc 

measurements (d* 9) as; Wing 85-96; bill 34-41; tarsus 19-22; tail 46-64 (?) mm. 
A femaln collected by Schafer in Sikkim has Wing 85 mm. 

Iris brown; bill homy brown or black, orange along edge of lower mandible; 
legs and feet chrome yellow (yellowish orange), 
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ZOS TEBOFID AE 


Family Zosteropidae : White-eyes 


THE INDIAN WHITE-EYE 

Tkfsterops palpehrosa palpehrosa (Temminck) 
Sylv’a palpehrosa Temminck. Planch. Color. d’Ois., livro 
49, pi. 293, fig. 3 — Bengal = Cuttack, Orissa. 


F.B.I. 3: 358 

LOCAL name: 

SIZE: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : A tiny, square-tailed, warbler-like bird, greenish 
yellow above, bright yellow and greyish white below, with a 
conspicuous white ring round the eye. Slender, pointed, slightly 
curved blacldsh bill. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Fairly common. Resident at low and 
moderate elevations, up to at least 6500 ft. (Rangpo, Singtam, Martam, 
Pakyong, Gangtok). AflFects secondary forest, and groves of trees 
near habitations. 

DISTRIBUTION ouTsmE SIKKIM: Northem India (up to c. 7000- 
8000 ft. in the Himalayas) from the extreme north-west, through Nepal, 
Bhutan and Assam. Also a large part of peninsular India, the rest 
being covered by two other races. Tlie species stretches across to 
S. China and over Malaysia. 

GENERAL HABITS: Arboreal; sociable; largely insectivorous and 
nectar-eating. Flocks of 5 to 20 birds or more hunt energel ically 
amongst the foliage of trees and bushes for insects and spiders; or 
cling upside down and in all manner of acrobatic positions on 
Laranthus clumps and flowering bushes (such as Woodfordia) to 
probe with their bills into the flower-tubes for nectar. The fleshy 
pulp of fruits and berries is also eaten. The members of the flock 
maintain contact with one another by feeble conversational cheeps. 
In the breeding season the male has a pretty jingling song reminiscent 
of the Verditer Flycatcher's. It begins almost inaudibly, grows louder 
and again fades out as it began. 

nesting: Season — May-Jiine, and perhaps later. Nest — a tiny cup 
of fibres, neatly bound and plastered with cobweb. Hung hammock- 
wise in the fork of an outhanging twig, normally 5 to 10 ft. up. 
Eggs — 2 or 3, beautiful unmarked blue, sometimes with a deex>eT 
blue cap at the broad end. Size about 15x12 mm. 

rac:tal characteristics, measurements, etc: The races differ xnaiiily in 
die extent and dci^th of the greenish and yellow in the plumage. 

A specimem (9) collected by the Sikkim Survey measures; Wing 51; bill 
13; tarsus 15.5; tail 34 min. 

Two dd procured by Schafer have Wing 51, 51 mm. 

Iris brown; bill horny brown, plumbeous on underside at base of lower 
mandible; legs and feet plumbeous; claws homy brown. 
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Family Ploceidae: Weaver Finches 


Subfamily Passerinae : House and Rock Sparrows 
THE CINNAMON TREE SPARROW 


Passer nitilans schaferi Stresemann^ 

Passer rutilaus schaferi Streseinann, 1939, Orn. Monatsh. 47 : 176 

Shigatse, S. Tibet. 


F.B.I. 3: 180 

LOCAL name: Kang-chigo-ma (Tibetan). 

SIZE : House Sparrow. 

FIELD CHARACTERS .* Sexcs dissimilar. Male: Above, rather 
like the Tree Sparrow (next), but with bright chestnut-red or 
cinnamon crown and upper parts and no black spot on the white 
car-coverts. Two white wing-bars, the upper more prominent. Below, 
chin and throat black. Sides of head and rest of lower plumage 
sulphur-tinged grey, yellower on abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts. 

Femcde: Above, a broad fulvous-white supercilium; a dusky line 
through eye. Rest of upper plumage brown, rufous-tinged on tail- 
coverts. Double wing-bar as in male. Below, including sides of 
head, pale ashy yellow. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Uncertain. Not met with by the Survey, 
November to April. Stevens also failed to come across it in Sikkim 
but suggests that ‘it may pass over die hills at mcKlerate elevations 
when on migration’ — presumably to and from Tibet. Meinertzhagen 
collected four examples in Sikkim in January, and Schafer three 
(including a juvenile!) at Gangtok in September. 

DISTRIBUTION ouTsmE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, SE. Tibet, The 
Himalayas from Nepal westward to Afghanistan are occupied by the 
smaller raa^ cinnamotnem. Other races extend the species eastward 
through NE. Assam, Manipur, N. Burma. Yunnan and Szechwan to 
Japan and Formosa. 

GENERAi. HABH’s: A forest-dwclling sparrow, sometimes found in 
the neighbourhood of habitations and terraced cultivation. 
Gregarious in winter when it migrates to lower levels and the foot- 
hills. Gleans seeds and grain on the ground. Call: chilp . . . chilp, 
similar to the House Sparrow’s, but softer and more musical. Also 
a swee . , . stvee of the timbre of the Indian Robin’s notes. 

NESTING; Not recorded in Sikkim. Nest — a collection of grass, 
feathers, etc. in a tree-hole. Eggs — 4 to 6, very like those of the 
House and Tree Si>arrows. Size about 19x14 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MF-ASiTREMENTS, ETC:: This Tuco, schafeH, differs 

from the more? familiar cirmamorricus of the W. Himalayas in its slightly larger 
size: Wing J d 77-82 mm.^ 

' This has since hcx?n s>monymized with cinnamomeus (Gonld) by Ripley — 
Synopsis Bd.s. India Pakistan. 
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Specimens collected by Sch^er in Gangtok (September) have the Wing 
1 d ad. 73j 1 9 ad. 69 mm., which seems rather small, but Memertahagen 
measures his 4 Sikkim dd as 76-80, which falls within the range of schaferi. 
Iris brown; bill black in summer, homy brown above, yellowish below in 
winter (d only); legs and feet dark horny brown. 


THE TREE SPARROW 

Passer niontanm rnaiaecensis Dubois 
Passer malaccensis Dubois, 1885, Fauna 111. Vert. Belg., Ois. 1 : 572 — 

Malacca. 


F.B.I. 3: 177 

UOCAL NAME; 

size; House Sparrow. 

FIELD CHARACTEBS : Differs from the familiar House Sparrow (cock) 
chiefly in the crown and nape being chestnut instead of ashy grey, 
and in having a black spot on the white cheeks. The black bib 
is smaller and does not cover the upper breast. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Common in Gangtok town and 
many of the older established villages throughout Sikkim, up to 
about 9000 ft. elevation (Damthang, Pakyong, Dentam, Mangan, 
Chungthang, Lachen, Lachung). Seen further afield, in cultivation, 
during summer. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : The lowcT Himalayas from 
Kashmir to E. Assam. The species, in other races, stretches over 
practically the whole of Europe and Asia. Not in peninsular India. 

GENERAi. HABrrs : Takes the place of the House Sparrow, freely 
occupying the thatch of huts and outhouses and the space between 
the ceiling and comigated roofs of tenanted bungalows, bazaar 
shops, gompas, etc. In Gangtok there is a flourishing colony in the 
roots and rafters of the General Hospital and its outhouses. Also 
in the gompa near the Government Secretariat. Usually keeps on 
the outside of buildings. Catt: the typical sparrow chiip, but 
pleasanter and more musical than the House Sparrow's. Food: 
grain and seeds, leaf-buds, kitchen scraps, and insects. 

nesiing: Season — ^May to (?) August, during which at least two 
broods are raised. Nest — an accumulation of grass, feathers, tow, etc. 
in holes in walls among eaves and rafters, or in the thatching. 
Sometimes in holes in trees and earth banks. Eggs — 4 to 6, like 
the House Sparrow^s, variable, chiefly pale greenish white, speckled 
with brown. Size about 19x14 mm. 

RACIAL CHARAciraiLSTics, MEASUREMENi s, ETC : Specimens collected by Col. 
Meinertzhagen in Sikkim give Wing 0 d c? 67-73; 5 9 9 66-72 nwn. 13 ad. 
d $ in Schilfer's Sikkim collection measure Wing 66-71 (av, 69.8) mm. — 
Stresemann. 

Iris brown; biU black, paler in non-breeding season especially at hme; legs 
and feet brownish flesh. 
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The Loke^'Sdlim Ali Survey did not come across the House 
Spajrsrow {Parser domesticm) anywhere in Sikkim although according 
to Stevens it occurs capriciously up to c. 4500 ft. elevation in the 
Rungbong Valley. 


The snow finches (genus Montvfringilla), of which the following 
species have been obtained in Sikkim, are characterized by the tan 
being quite square-cut at the end and by the great amount of white 
in both wings and tail. Tlie outer rectrices are largely white with a 
broad blackish terminal bar or spot. The sexes are practically alike. 

THE TIBET SNOW FINCH 

Montifringilla adamsi adanisi Adams 
Montifringilla aelamsi Adams, 1859 (1858), Troc. Zoo/. Soc. London: 428, ex 

Moore MS. — Ladak. 


F.B.I. 3: 187 

LOCAL name: Richi-kya-shok (Tibetan). 

SIZE: Sparrow 4-. 

1 ad., 5 juvs., Gayamthashana Tso, 16,300 ft., 15-24 August 1938 
(Scliafer). A large series from S. Tibet, including the above Sikkim 
adult, measures: Wing 16 rfcT 109-117 (av, 112.5); 15 9 $ 106-113 
(av. 110.3) mm. 


THE REDNECKED SNOW FINCH 

Montifringilla ruficollis Blanford 
MontiftingUla ruftcoUis Blanford, 1871, Proc, Asiat, Soc. Bengal: 227- 

Lachen Valley, N. Sikkim. 


F.B.I. 3; 189 

LOCAL NAMES: Aby4; Reb-che-har-pho (Tibetan). 

SIZE : Sparrow. 

Kangra Lama and Phalung, N. Sikkim, 15,000-16,000 ft, September 
(Blanford). Natu La, E, Sikkim, 14,100 ft., 21 December 1925 
(Meinertznagen). 


BLANFORD S SNOW FINCH 

Montifringilla hlmifordi blanfordi Hume 
MontifringiUa blanfordi Hume, 1870, Stray Featliers 4; 487— -Tibet. 

F.B.I. 3: 190 

LOCAL name; Aby^-pho (Tibetan). 
size: Sparrow. 

At 15,2xX) ft., N. Sikkim, May(^, first Mt Everest Expedition. 
Natu La, £. Sikkim, 14,100 ft., 21 Decanber 1925 (Memestishagen). 
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Gyagong; Gayamtliasliana Tso 16,000-16,500 ft., N. Sikkim, 20 Tuly- 
1 October 1938. 

Wing acL cT cf c. 90-96 mm. 

FiEU) CHABACTERs: Overall effect of all the above three brown or 
greyish brown above; white below. A broad white patch or bar on 
the wings and much white in the tail feathers, particularly conspicuous 
in flight. 

KEY FOR rDENTIFICATION 

Sides of neck pale fulvous; lores pale; 
no black marks on head ... aclaitisi 

Sides of neck cinnamon-buff or ferru- 
ginous; lores black ... either ruficoUis or blan- 

fordi 

Chin and throat white; black mous- 
tachial streaks; no black on fore- 
head . . . ruficollis 

Chin and throat black; no mouslachial 
streaks; black streaks on white 
forehead . . . hlanfordi 

nesting: Not recorded in Sikkim. All these snow finches 
commonly utilize the disused burrows of mouse-hares as nest sites. 

A fourth species, the Mongolian Snow Finch, Montifringilla 
davidiana jx^tanini (Sushkin), has recently been added to the Indian 
and Sikkim list by a specimen secured by Col. R. Meinertzhagen at 
Laciieii, c*. 9000 ft., 4 March 1952 — a single bird mixed up in a large 
flock of Brandt’s Mountain Finches. Wing 86 mm. {Jour. Bombay 
Nat. Hist Sac. 51(1): 278.) 

This small snow finch differs from hlanfordi in having the throat 
as well as entire forehead black, unstreaked with white. 


Subfamily Estrildinae ; Munias 

THE SPOTTED MUNIA 

Lonchura ^mnciidata punctulaia (Linnaeus) 

Loxia punctulaia Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., od. 10, 1: 173 — .A»ia== Calcutta. 

F.B.i. 3: 91 
local name: 
size: Sparrow—. 

FiELU aiARACTERS : Ahovc, forehead and sides of head rich 
chocolate-brown. Rest of upi^r i>art.s dull chocolate-brown except 
rump which is barred vvdth vwiite and blackish, and upper tail-coverts 
and tail wliich are golden fulvous. Below, chin and throat rich 
chocolate-brown; rest wliite, speckled with bladk except on abdomen, 
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Non-breeding plumage like immature, more or less plain brown. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Same OS tlie next. Sch^er obtained it at 
Gangtok, c. 6300 ft 

DisiTUBUTiON OUTSIDE SIKKIM; Throughout the lower Himalayas, 
up to c* 6000 ft., from Dalhousie to W. Assam; also practically all 
India and C^lon. The species extends through Assam to Burma, 
Tliailand, Malaysia and W. China. 

GENEBAL HABITS: Same as the next. Sometimes seen in large 
flocks of a hundred to two hundred or more birds. 

NESTING: In general, similar in all respects to Hodgsons Munia. 

RACIATi CIIARACTERIS rues,. MEASUREMENTS, El'C I TwO d d , 1 9 collcctccl by 
Schafor at Gangtok (June) have Wing 55, 58, 58 nnn. 

Iris orange-brown; bill slaty black, blue-grey at base of lower mandible; 
legs and feet bluish slate; claws brown. 


HODGSON’S MUNIA 

Loiwhum striata acuticauda (Hodgson) 

Munia acuticauda Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res, 19 : 153 — Nepal. 



flodgsous Munia, al>out tw^o-thirds 


F.B.I. 3: 84 

LOCAL NAMES ; Sainprek-i>ho (Leixjha); Namprek (Bhutia). 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHAiucTERS : A tinv, sociol, thick-billcd, pointed-tailed, 
black and white finch. Forehead, face, cJiin, upper throat, wings 
and tail black. Rump wliite. Rest of plumage chocolate-brown except 
lower breast, abdomen and flanks which are greyish white streakra 
with brown. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. The Sikkim Survey came across 
this munia only at low elevations, c. 1000 to 3000 ft. (Rangpo, 
Singtam, Miutam), but Stevens re<x>rds it up to c. 6000 ft. in tlie 
Rungbong Valley. Affects the neighbourhood of cultivation. 

DiSTBiBUTTON OUTSIDE SIKKIM: lue Himalayan terai and foothills 
from Garhwal to E. Assam; Bihar, East Pakistan, N. Burma, 
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N. Thailand. Other races in peninsular India, Malaya, and the Indo- 
chinese subr^ion. 

GENERAL BABiTS : Veiy sociable. Keeps in flocks of 10 to 15, 
occasionally larger. Feeds mostly on the ground gleanir^ paddy 
grains and grass- and weed-seeds in and around harvested terraced 
fields. The locks fly about in a disorderly undulating rabble, uttering 
feeble cheeps and chirrups. 

NESTING: Season— chiefly May to August. Nest — a laige, loosely 
woven globular structure of coarse grass and bamboo leaves, lined 
with soft feathery grass, with a lateral entrance hole. Plstced in a 
dense bush 5 to 10 ft. up; sometimes several nests close together. 
Eggs—^ to 7, pure white, measuring about 15x11 mm. Both sexes 
share all the domestic chores. The nests are used by the entire 
family as dormitories long after the young have flown. 

BACiAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASU1^E^^ENTS, ETC I This race dilfeis from 
nominate striata of the plains in having tlic abdomen streaked with brown; in 
the latter tfie abdomen is plain white. Specimens collec‘ted by the Sikkim 
Survey measure; 


Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

2 dd 53-53 

12 

14 

38-43 mm. 

1 V 54 

11.5 

14 

40 mm. 

Iris brown; upper mandible 

horny 

brown, lower 

bluish horn; legs 


feet brownish plumbeous; claws horny brown. 


Family FaiNCiLLroAE; Finches 

Subfamily Emberizinae: Buntings 

THE CRESTED BUNTING 

Melopims lathami subcristatus (Sykes) 

Emberiza subcrUtata Sykes, 1832, Proc. ZooU Soc, London: 93 — Dukhun. 

F.B.i. 3: 221 {=rnelaimcterm) 

LOCAL name: 
size: Sparrow+. 

FIELD characters: Male: Glistening black with chestnut wings, 
of more or less the colour scheme of the crow-pheasant, but with 
tail also laigedy chestnut. A prominent pointed crest. Female: 
Also crested; dark brown with cinnamon colour in wings and tail. 

status and habitat ; A summer visitor, breeding up to c, 6000 ft. 
Largely absent in winter when the majority are down in the plains. 
Cammie found it breeding between 2000 and 4000 ft. in the Teesta 
Valley in May; C. M. Ingus at c. 5000 ft (Dentam) in early August, 
Schafer obtained specimens at Gangtok, c. 6300 ft, on 13 and 27 June 
and also on 15 and 25 February. Affects open grassy hillsides. 
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DisxtaBunoN outside sooum: The Himalayas up to c. 6000 ft 
from Kashmir through Nepal aud Bhutan to E. Assam. Resident in 
the peninsular Indian hills south to about Mahableshwar, and wide- 
spread in winter. The species extends to China. 

GENERAL HABITS : Koeps in pairs or small scattered parties gleaning 
seeds and grain on the ground, and flying up into trees when 
disturbed. Partial to newly burnt stony jhoom* hillsides where its 
coloration is particulariy obliterative in the charred surroundings. 
Colt: pink, pinlk like a munia's, but louder. ^ Song (of breeding mal^ : 
spirited, reminiscent of the Pied BushehaPs: umch . . . which . . . 
imichHvhi-whee-wkich (accent on whee). 

NESTING: Season — May to July/ August. 'Nest — a deep cup of 
grass lined with fine rootlets etc., in a pocket in an earth-cutting, or 
under a stone or grass tuft. Eggs-^ or 4, pale greenish grey 
freckled with purplish brown, densely at the broad end. Size about 
20x15 mm. Both sexes share all the domestic chores. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, EIC : Four C? 6 collectocl by 

Schafer in Sikkim medvsure Wing 83-S5 mm. 

Iris dark brown; bill dull orange-brown; legs and leet purplish brown; claws 
horny brown. 


THE LITTLE BUNTING 

Emberiza pusilla Pallas 

Emheriza pusUla Pallas, 1776, Reise Russ. Reichs 3; 697 — Traiisbatkalian Alps. 

F.B.l. 3: 200 

LOCAL name: 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : A sUin, spaiTow-like bird with rufous and black 
head and black-streaked white imderparts. White in outer tail 
feathers conspicnious in flight. 

Male: Abm>e, crown black with a rich rufous central band from 
forehead to nape; a pale nifous superdlium; a black line behind eye 
looping round rich nifous ear-cwerts. Upper parts nifous and 
fulvous, broadly streaked with black. Wings dark brown with rufous 
edges. Tail dark brown; the inner webs of the two outermost pairs 
of rectrices largely white. Beloto, chin, cheeks and sides of throat 
rufous. Rest ot lower plumage white, finely streaked with black on 
foreneck, breast and flanks. In winter, black and rufous of head 
duller and obscured by pale edges; chin and sides of throat white. 

Female: Similar to winter cf. 

STATUS and habitat: According to Stevens an irregular passage 
migrant in the Sikkim Himalayas to and from the eastern Indian 
plains. The Survey came across it only in early January between 
c. 4800 and 6500 ft. (Temi^ Kewzing), and Schafer procured four 
specimens at Gangtok, c. 6300 ft., between 30 Etewmber ^d 
3 F^ruary. In the Bombay Natural History Sodetys collection 
there is a pair (cf 9) labelled ‘Sikkim, May 1904, E. C. Stuart Baker'. 

24 
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MSTRiBU-noN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Summer (breeding): Across N. 
Europe and N. Asia to Manchuria and Mongolia. Winter: Bengal 
Bihar, Assam, Manipur, Burma, Thailand, Indochina, S. China. 

GENERAL HABITS: Seen feeding on the ground at the edge of 
fallow terraced fields in small parties in association with tree pipits, 
flying up with them into tall bare tree-tops when disturbed. 

MEASUREXtENTS : Tlie speciinciis collect ed by the Sui-vey measure; 2 o? 
Wing 73; bill 11.5-12; tarsus 17-37.5; tail 58-58.5 mm. Schiifers skins give 
Wing 1 d 70; 3 9 69, 70, 72 mm. 

Iris brown; bill horny brown, paler on lower mandible; legs and feet 
brownish flesh or brownish yellow; claws horny brown. 


Meinertzhagen obtained 3 cTcf of the rare Yangtse Blackfaced 
Bunting, Emberiza spodocephala sorclida Blyth, at Karponang 
(9(XK) ft.) on 19 December 1925 from a small, obviously migrating 
flock. This species has not been recorded from Sikkim bejrore or 
since. It breeds in the Yangtse Valley and NW. China. 

Male: Above, face black, shading into olive-green on head, neck 
and breast. Upper parts largely rufous-brown. Below, bright yellow. 

Female: Like male but with a sui>ercilium, cheeks and throat 
pale yellow. Brown spots on sides of throat and breast; the latter 
streaked with brown, as also are the flanks. 


Subfamily Carduelinae: Rosefinches, Goldfinches, etc, 

THE TIBETAN SISKIN 

Carduelis tiuhetana ihibetana (Hume) 

Chrijsomitris thibetana Ilumc, 1872, Vns: 107 — borders ol Sikkim and Thibet. 

Plate 19, fig. 10 (facing p. 224) 


F.B.i. 3: 162 

LOCAi. name: 

size: Sparrow—. 

FIELD cjharacters : A small yellow-green and brownish finch 
with a small, sharply pointed bill and slightly forked tail. 

Male: Above, an ill-defined siipercilium and collar bright yellow. 
Upper parts olive-yellow, the mantle faintly brown -streaked. Rump 
brighter yellow. Tail feathers brown, edged with yellow. A yellow 
wing-bar. Below, deep yellow, washed with olive on sides of neck 
and flanks. 

Female: Like cf but duller and streaked with brown above 
and below, excejpting throat and upper breast. Immature like 
but more heavily strejaked, and with the abdomen whitish. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Uncommon. Observed or taken only in 



THE HIMALAYAN GREENFINCH 


37J 


winter, December to February, . between c. 5000 and 10,000 ft. 
altitude (Temi, Lachen, Lingtam, Changu). In Nepal also it has 
been recorded as low as the Kathmandu Valley in winter in several 
recent years. In SE. Tibet, Ludlow found the bii*ds paired off in May 
and June and affecting Tmga, birch and Abies forest with an under- 
growth of rhododendrons, several thousand feet below the snow-line, 

msTBiBurroN outside sikkxm: Nepal, SE, Tibet, NE. Burma 
(Yunnan border). 

GENERAL HABITS: Gregarious and ratlier similar to those of the 
Greenfinch, Has a soft twittering note when in flock. Song not 
described. 

nesting: Not recorded in Sikkim, and almost unknown. 

RACIAL CMARACTERisTics, MEASQUEMCOTS, ETC: Specimcus collectcd by Dr 
Biswas at Tomi measure: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

2 ? 9 66.5-69 13.5-14 14-14 40-41 mm. 

1 o? 67 13 14 42 mm. 

Stevens’s skins Irom Lingtam in tlic Chicago Museum of Natural History 
have Wing 7 6 67-72.5 (av. 69.3); 2 V V 67, 68 mm. 

Iris brown; bill pinkish grey; legs and feet fleshy gre>'. 


THE HIMALAYAN GREENFINCH 

Carcluelis spinotdes spindides Vigors 
C'arduelis ^pjudules Vigors, 1831, Froc, 7a)oI. Soc. London: 44 — 
Himalayas (== Simla- Aluiora District). 


F.B.L 3: 160 

LOCAL NAME: 

SIZE : Sparrow. 

FIEI.D CHAR-^cnERS : A haiidsoine black-and-yellow finch with a 
slender, pointed bill. Mate: Above, forehead, round the eye, short 
broad superciliiim, .sides of nock (meeting in an indistinct collar 
on hindneck), and rump bright yellow. Rest of upper plumage 
greenish brown, darkest on cap. Wings and tail blackisn, variegated 
with bright yellow. A broad yellow wing-patch conspicuou.s in 
flight. Below, bright yellow. 

Female: Like male, but duller. Immature birds heavily streaked 
blackish on the under side. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Not uncommon but rather local 
and sporadic. In winter ^November to March) betvs^een c. 5000 and 
9000 ft. altitude (Gangtok, Penlom La, Lachon, Lachiing); higher 
in summer. The first Mt Everest Expedition obtained it at 12,500 ft, 
in May, and there is a breeding specimen from Yumthang, 12,800 ft, 
in the Chicago Natural History Museum, 20 June 1931. Affects 
forested hillsides of oak, rhododendron and conifers, frequently about 
cultivation. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Throughout the Himalayas from 
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the Afghan frontier dirough Kashmir, Garfawal, Nepal, Bhutan. A 
very dark race, heinrichi, occurs in Manipur and Mt Victoria. 

GENERAL HABITS: Grcgarious at aU seasons. Feeds chiefly on 
weed seeds; also millet in cultivated fields. Flocks frequently seen 
in the gardens and outskirts of Gangtok town questing for sunflower 
seeds; those of the wild hemp also being specially favoured. Has a 
number of soft twittering call notes uttered in flight which draw 
attention to a flock going overhead. A long-drawn beezy rather 
hke the Goldfinch's, is uttered by the male from a tree-top. 

NEsriNG: Semon — May to July, — a compact cup of grass, 

roots, nu^s, etc. lined with roots, feathers and hair. Placed on a 
horizontal branch of pine or deodar, sometimes several nests in a 
restricted area. Eggj ^ — ^normally 4, greenish wliite or pale blue, 
lightly speckled with black and reddish, more densely at the broad 
end. Size about 19x14 mm. 

EACiAL cHAiiACTKRis'ncs, MEASUHEMENi'S, ETC : Thc Yumtliaiig Specimen 
( 9 ) in the Chicago Museimi measures Wi/jg 77; )>ill 12.5; tail 45 mm. A 
large series collected by Schiiter in Sikkim gives Wing 8 J d ad. 77-81 (av, 
79.1); 7 9 9 ad. 74-80 (av. 76.9) miii. (Stresemann). 

Iris brown; bill fleshy or yellowish hcMii, darker on culmen and tip; logs and 
feet fleshy. 


Mountain finches are sparrow-like birds of Ixigh altitudes, found 
chiefly in tlie treeless alpine country near tlie snow-line and in the 
Tibetan plateau facies of tlie Sikkim Himalayas and across the main 
range. Well adapted to living permanently under severe ch’matic 
conditions, and seldom descending lower than about 10,000 ft. even 
in winter except temporarily when driven down by abnormally 
freakish weather. They live in flocks and feed on the ^ound on 
seeds of various mountain plants, often on the edge of melting snow 
fields. Insects are also eaten. 

The mountain finches (genus Letwostide) differ from the snow 
finches (Montifringilla, p, Sfe), of similar habits, in having a distinctly 
forked tail and practically no white in their plumage. They are 
represented in Sikldm by the following two: 


THE SIKKIM MOUNTAIN FINCH 

Leucosiicte brandti emdreyana Stresemann 
Lexicosticte hranclti audreyana Stieseniarm, 1939, Orn, Monatsb, 
47 : 177— N. Sikkim. 


F.B.I. 3: 194 (part) 

LOCAL name: 
size: Sparrow—, 

FIELD CHABACTERS: A blackish- and sandy brown finch with rosy 
rump. AbovCy forehead, round the eyes and anterior crown black. 
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Rest of upper parts dark brown, scalloped paler (sandy). Greyer 
on lower back and largely rosy on rump. Two whitish wing-bars, 
the upper one rose-tinged. Belowy chin, throat and breast dark 
ashy brown, scalloped paler* Rest of lower plumage pale ashy. 
Sexes alike. 

In late winter the pale edges to the feathers (scalloping) wear 
off, making the bird look very dark. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Resident at extreme altitudes up to 
c. 18,000 ft and seldom found below c. 12,000 ft., an elevation at 
which Ludlow came across it in early May (Changu). Blanford 
recorded it above 15,000 ft. on the Kangra Lama Pass in September. 
The first Mt Everest Expedition obtained it up to 17,500 ft. in 
May (?). Meinertzliagen found it common in large flocks at 15,750 ft 
(Gyagong) in the third week of November ‘confining themselves to 
the bleakest situations'. Schafer collected a laige scries in N. Sikkim 
(Gyagong between 17 July and 10 August and at Yabuk, Zemu 
Glacier, c. 13,000 ft, on 1 November — types of L. fc. audr^mia). 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Noith Sikkim; S, Tibet. The 
species overall is found in the mountains of central Asia from the 
Tian Shan in the north to the Himalayas in the south; west to the 
Pamirs, east to W. China. 

GENERAL HABITS : Not appreciably different from the next 
(nemoricala) except that it is partial to wet or boggy ground such 
as by lakes and streams, and along the margins of melting snow 
fields. The birds mn along the waters edge like sandpipers, picking 
up seeds etc. thrown up % the ripples. 

RACIAL ciiARACTERisTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: This race is iRuch darker 
tliaii the west Himalayan hatmiatoptjgia. 

Schiifer s fine series from N. Sikkim and S, Tibet gives Wing 19 d d* li2- 
122 (av. 116.9); 13 9 9 109-117 (av. 115.8) mm. 

Iris brown; bill (in breeding season) black, paler in 9 ; legs and feet black. 

From amongst a large vagrant flock of these mountain finches 
that had evidently been driven down by adverse weather, 
Meinertzhagen obtained a specimen of the very pale North Tibetan 
race pallidior, near Lachen (c. 9000 ft.) on 4.iii.l952. Jour. Bombuy 
N(a. Hist. Soc. 51(1): 273. 


HODGSON’S MOUNTAIN FINCH 

Leucosticte uemoricola mmoricola (Hodgson) 

F .(ringalauda) Nenioricola Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 158 — Nopal. 

Plate 19, fig* 11 (facing p. 224) 


P.B.i. 3: 191 
LOCAL name: 
size: Sparrow+. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: A slim, dark, hen sparrow-like finch witli a 
finer bill. Ahooe^ dark brown, scalloped with rufous; nimp dark 
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ashy grey; tail-coverts broadly white-tipped. Two narrow whitish 
wing-bars and a faint supercilium. Below, dull sootv brown, paler 
on abdomen. Breast and flanks streaked with blackisn. Sexes alike* 

STATUS AND HABH AT : Resident at high altitudes. Locally common 
and abundant. Breeding at 13, 000-16, WX) ft. and seldom descending 
below c. 9000 ft. even in winter (Lachen, Lachung, Thangu, 
Yumthang, Phalut, Changu, Karponang, Gyagong, etc.). Affects open 
mountain-tops, forest clearings, fallow or freshly sown barley fields, 
and edge of melting snow patches. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, S. Tibet to Kansu. 
Til© adjoining W. Himalayas, throu^ Kashmir to Afghanistan, are 
occupied by the race altcdca. 

GENERAL HABITS : Highly gregarious, even in the breeding season. 
Large flocks of up to 200 birds or more in winter, feeding on the 
ground, moving about like pipits. Every now and again the birds 
take wing and fly around in an undulating rabble. They resettle 
for a minute or two of feeding; then the nervous restlessness is 
resumed. The birds often alight on the bare branches of trees in 
starling-like clusters. Call: a soft, lively twitter. Food: seeds and 
insects. 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim. Nest — an untidy pad of grass 
and feathers hidden in a (rat-) hole in the ground or under a rock, 
in desolate wasters of rock and scree. Eggs — 3 to 5, white, measuring 
about 20X15 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASTTREMENTIS, ETC: Thc nominate laC© (nemO’ 
ricola) is distinguished in the hand by its yellow axillaries as against grey in 
the W. Himalayan altaica. 

Specimens collected by the Sikkim Survey measure: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

5 cJd 96-101 12,5-14 19.5-21.5 65-72 mm. 

5 9 9 95-101 12-13.5 20.5-21.5 64-69 mm. 

A large series taken by Schafer in N. Sikkim and S. Tibet gives Wing 
15 dd 94-103 (av. 98 8); 12 9 9 91-98 (av. 94.2) mm. 

Iris orange-brown; bill horny black, yellow at base of both mandibles; legs, 
feet and claws dark horny brown; soles of feet primrose yellow. 


BLANFORD S ROSEFINCH 

Carpodacm nibescem (Blanford) 

Procarduelis rubescem Blanford, 1872 (1871), Proc. Zool Soc- London: 694, 

pi. 74 — Sikkim. 


F.B.I. 3; 148 

LOCAL name: 

SIZE; sparrow—. 

FIELD characters: Male differs from cf nipalensis (next) chiefly 
in having the crown and nape crimson, practically concolorous with 
the forehead and supercilium. 
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Female differs from 9 nipalensis in having the rump and upper 
tail-coverts not all brown but suffused with crimson. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Evidently rare. Recorded at elevations of 

10.000 ft. and higher in summer, and as low as Gangtok in March, 
and 4500 ft. in the Sikkim Himalayas in winter (Stevens). The 
Chicago Natural History Museum has specimens collected by 
Stevens at Gnatong, c. 12,500 ft., in March 1931. 

In Bhutan, Ludlow obtained two specimens in conifer and birch 
forest, 10,500-11,000 ft., in August ana June respectively. Later, in 
SE. Tibet, he found the bird quite common between 10,500 and 

12.000 ft. April to September. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: E, Nepal, Bhutan, SE, Tibet. A 
darker race is found in Yunnan. 

GENERAi. HABITS: Little knowii. According to Ludlow it has a 
peculiar and jxjrsistent clacking note which attracts attention, and 
but for wliich it would easily be overlooked in the sombre foliage of 
the firs. 

NESTING: Unknown. 

RACIAL ciiARAcn2RiSTj.cs, MEASiTitEMENTS, ETC: See Under C. nipalensis. 
Tlie Sikkim specimens in llie Chicago Museum measure: 

Wing Bill Tail 

j c? ^0 14 49 mm, 

3 9 9 78-79 13-15 49-52 mm. 

Tris dark brown; bill pale horny b^o^vn, the lower mandible paler and 
yellowish; legs light brown’ (Fauna), 


THE NEPAL DARK ROSEFINCH 

Carpodacii^ ni}xilen~^s nipaletms (Hodgson) 

C.{arduclis) Nipalensis Hodgson, 1836, Asiai. Res. 19: 157 — Nepal. 

Plate 19, fig, 8 (facing p. 224) 

F.B.I 3 : 146 

ix)CAL name: Ka-biya (Lepcha), 

size: Sparrow. 

FIELD characters: Male: Above, forehead, forecrown and 
broad supercilium rosy crimson. A broad streak through eye, 
blackish crimson. Crown and nape deep velvety crimson* Rest of 
upper plumage deep brown washed with crimson. Below, rosy red, 
excepting iii>per brea.st and flanks which are crimson-brown, and 
under tail-coverts which are brown scalloped with pinkish white. 

Female; Above^ dark brown faintly scalloped with oohraceous, 
and with double wing-bat's. Below, oehraceous brown; under tail- 
coverts scalloped paler. 

status and habitat ; Fairly common between c. 5000 and 9000 ft. 
altitude, November to May (Temi, Kewzing, Dentam, Gangtok, 
Laohen). Other records: Yumthang, 11,500 ft., (June); Sandakphu 
and Phalut, c. 12,000 ft. (August); Chola Range, 13,000-14,000 ft. 
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(end August). Affects rhododendron, oak and silver fir forest; also 
bill-slopes with stunted thorn bushes and weeds, and alpine pasturas. 

In Bhutan, Ludlow found it common in summer between 10,000 
and 14,000 jft. altitude. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Hie Himalayas from Kashmir 
through Garhwal and Nepal to the Assam hills north of Brahmaputra 
River. The species extends to Yunnan and the Shan States. 

GENERAL HABITS: Gregaiious in the non-breeding season. Flodcs 
feed on berries in bushes and shrubs; also from rhododendrtm flowers 
(nectar ?). 

nesting: Not recorded in Sikkim, and not authentically known. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The Straight, slendcF, point- 
ed bill as in the Goldfinch, and the unstreaked plumage ol the female 
characterize this rosefinch and the previous species C. ruhescem. Specimens 
collected by tlic Sikkim Survey measure; 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

2, diS 90-93 13.5-15 23 61.5-64 mm. 

2 9 9 83.5-85.5 13-13.5 22 56.5-58 mm. 

Iris brown; bill horny brown, paler on lo\^’er mandible; legs, fe(‘t and claws 
horny brown. 


Schafer obtained four specimens of the large Carpodacm mbicilla 
(Giildenstadt) at c, 15,800 and 16,500 ft. altitude in the Tibetan 
Plateau facies of N. and E. Sikkim (Gyagong and ‘Kiang-Lager) in 
July, August and October. Stresemann considers these as near the 
race severtzovi Sharpe, Severtzov’s RosEFiNai, but darker and 
ix)ssibly belonging to an luinamed race which, according to Schafer, 
extends eastward to the upper reaches of the Yangtse River. 

size: Bulbul. Mate: Crown, nape, ear-coverts and sides of head, 
chin and throat bright pink, each feather narrowly streaked with 
white. Upper parts pinky fulvous grey with the mantle practically 
unstreaked; lower plumage scalloped rosy pink. Wing 1 cf ad. 122; 
2 cfcT imm. 113, 116 mm. 

A vagrant specimen (cf) was collected by Dr Biswas at Chung- 
thang, 5200 ft, on 24.i.l953 after a spell of inclement weather and 
heavy snowfall at the higher altitudes which had also driven down 
homed hu-ks {Eremoplula) to diis level. Wing 121; bill 20; tarsus 24; 
tail 88 mm. 

In the same area as Schafe/s (Gyagong c. 16,000 ft) Col. 
Meinertzhagen obtained a cT and 9 of the similar species but with 
a heavily dark-streaked mantle, namely the Great Rosefinch, 
Carpodacm ndncilloides lucifer R. & A. Meinertzhagen, on 21 Novem- 
ber 1925, which suggests that the two species overlap in N. Sikkim, 
at least in winter. The Chicago Museum of Natural History has a 
cf 18.iii.l931 Tbangu, 14,500 ft, coll. V. S. La Personne. 

Wing 10 cf cf 108-115.5 mm. (Kinnear), 
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THE COMMON BOSEFINCH 

Carpodacufi erythrinm ro^eatm (Blyth) 

PyrrhtUa raseata Tickell'= Blyth, 1842, Jour, Asiat, Soc. Bengal 11; 461 — 

Chyebassa. 


F,B.L 3: 135 

LOCAL NAMES .* Phulin-pho (Lepcha); Amonga-tuti (Nopali); 
Db-di-ma-mo (Tibetan). 

size: Sparrow +. 

FIELD cHABACTEas .* Mdc: Ahooe, forehead, crown and nape 
deep crimson. A rufous-brown line through eye. Rest of upper 
parts lighter crimson, edged with light olive-brown; rump and 
lower back crimson. B^cno, chin, cheeks, throat and upper breast 
bright crimson; rest paler, fading to pinldsh white on abdomen. 

Ferrude: Above, olive-brown streaked with dark brown. Bdow, 
dull olive-white, streaked with brown on throat and breast. 

In both sexes the slightly forked tail and pale double wing-bars 
(pink in cf, ochraceous in 9) are conspicuous features. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not met with by the Sikkim Survey between 
November and April when it is widespread over the Indian plains. 
According to Stevens ‘occurs on the upward migration at moderate 
elevations’. He mentions si>ecimens collected in March and April 
between 4250 and c. 4700 ft., and one out of a small party at 
4800 ft. in November. F. N. Betts saw a male, evidently tliis species, 
at Yumthang (11,500 ft.) on 17 May 1943, and Scliafer took an 
example at Thangu (13,000 ft.) on 4 July 1938. 

In Bhutan, Ludlow obtained it in June at 10,000 ft. and in October 
at 12,500 ft. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM; Simmer (breeding): The high 
Himalayas, from Kashmir through Garhwal and Nepal to Yunnan etc. 
Winter: Practically throughout India barring desert areas. The 
species stretches across to Asia Minor and Turkestan and on to 
Russia and northern Asia. 

GENERAL HABITS : One of the non-skulking rosefinches, seen in flocks 
in the non-breeding season, feeding on millet and other crops, and 
flower nertar. Catl: a pleasant interrogative whistling tooee? Song; 
(of male) "a bright cheery refrain of 5 to 8 notes repeated at intervals 
from a tree or bush not far from the nest' (Osmaston). 

NESTING! Not recorded in Sikkim. In Garhwal, season — ^June to 
August. 2Vosf — a cup of grass, lined with fine roots and hair; placed 
in a rose or similar bush, 2 to 6 ft. up. Eggs— 3 or 4, blue, spotted 
and speckled with blackish and light red. Size about 21 X 14 mm, 

RACiAU CHAWAcremsTjx:s, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : The west Asian (typical) race 
is paler (Imn foseatus, above and below, widi the rose colour of the underparts 
confined to chin, throat and breast. 

The Fauna gives for d* 9 i' Wing 83-87; hill 9-10; tarsus c, 17; tail 55-60 
mm. Schafer's skin from Tlianku (c? ad.) has Wing 84 mm. 

Iris dark brown or hazel brown; bill homy brown, paler at base; legs and 
feet dusky brown. 
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THE SIKKIM LARGE ROSEFINCH 

Carpadacus edxoardsii rubicutida (Greenway) 

Etythrim edwardsii rubicunda Greenway, 1933, Bxdl, Mus. Comp, Zool. 
Harvard 74; 163 — Su-Wa-Tong, Tibet, Salween- Irrawaddy Divide. 

Plate 19, fig. 7 (facing p. 224) 


F.B.I. 3: 131 

LOCAL name: 

size: Sparrow -H. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : Mcici Above, forehead mixed pink and crimson- 
brown. A broad glistening pink siipercilium. Crown and nape deep 
crimson-brown with black shaft-lines. Rest of upper parts blackish, 
edged with rufous-brown and washed with crimson. Rump imstreaked 
rufous-brown with faint crimson flush. Belotv, cheel^, chin and 
throat pink with black shaft-streaks. Rest rosy brown; bright rosy 
pink on abdomen and vent. 

Female: Above, ashy ochre-brown with broad dark streaks. An 
ill-defined ochre-buff siij^ercilium. Below, buff, finely streaked with 
brown. 

STATOs AND HABITAT: Not cominon but frequent betwe^en c, 8000 
and 13, OCX) ft. elevation in practically all seasons (Lachung, Thangu, 
Karponang, Changu, Zemu). Affects low jungle of dwarf rhododen- 
dron and rose bushes or ringal bamboo, and opener mountainsides 
with Berberis and thorn scrub lining nullahs. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan and SE. Tibet to 
E. Assam. The species stretches to Kansu and Szechwan, possibly a 
different race. 

GENERAL HABITS: A skulkcT like most of its congeners. Seen in 
small scattered parties feeding in bushes or on the ground. 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim, and imperfectly known. 

BAciAL cuAKACTERisi’ics, MEASUREMFNTS, ETC: Specimens collected by the 
Sikkim Survey measure: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

2 S 6 83-84 14-15 24 61.5-04 mm. 

1 9 82 15 24 66 mm. 

Schafer’s Sikkim specimens have Wing 1 6 ad. 80; 1 <S imm. 79; 2 9 9 
77, 78 mm. 

Iris dark brown or dark orange-brown; bill horny brown, paler at chin; 
legs and feet brownish flesh, or horny brown. 
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THE PINKBROWED ROSEFINCH 

CarjKidacuis rhodochrom (Vigors) 

Fringilla rodochroa (sic) Vigors, 1831, Proc. ZooL Sac. London: 23 — 
Himalayas (= Simla- Almora District). 


F,B.r. 3: 129 

LOCAL name; 

SIZE ; Sparrow. 

FIELD CHARACTERS: Mcde: Above, forehead and sujiercilium pale 
rosy red. Crown of head and a broad band behind eye brownish 
crimson. Rump rosy red. Rest of upper plumage pale brown suf- 
fused witli dark rose and broadly streaked with blackish. Below, 
rose-red; sides of head paler and more glistening. 

Female: Ahov^e, asliy rufous-brown with broad blackish streaks. 
Rump ochraceous buff witli the streaks obsolete. Belato, ochraceous 
buff, paler on chin and throat, streaked with blackish except on centre 
of abdomen. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Rare. Stevens and Meinertzhagen both 
obtained it only at Tonglu {c. 10,000 ft.) on the Sikkim side of the 
E. Nepal border in January. 

DisTRiBuiTON OUTSIDE SIKKIM .* The high Himalayas, 10,000- 
17,000 ft., from Kashmir through Nepal. 

GENERAL HABHs : Not different from the next species. Call: 
described as a canary-like note m>eet. 

NESTING : Not recorded in Sikkim. Nest and eggs similar to those 
of the Beautiful Rosefinch (next). 

RACIAL cHAKACTORisTrcs, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : The Fiuitia givcs for c7 9 
Wing 71-75; bill c. 10-11; tarsus c, 19-20; tail 58-62 mm. 

Iris reddish brown; bill dark brown, paler on lower mandible; legs and 
feet dark brown. 


THE BEAUTIFUL ROSEFINCH 

Carpodacus ptdeherrimm pulcherrimus (Moore) 

Propasser pulcherrimus Moore, 1855, Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 216— -Nepal. 

F.B.I. 3: 126 

LOCAIw NAME: 

SIZE : SpaiTow. 

FIELD characters: Male: Above^ forehead and broad super- 
cilium rosy pink and brown, with no white shaft-lines as in C. tmtra. 
Ujmer plumage ashy brown streaked with blackish; rump rosy red. 
Below, rosy red with black streaks on breast and abdomen. Flanks 
brown, streaked darker. 

FetnSe; Abooe, fulvous brown, broadly streaked with blackish, 
and with an ill-defined broad fulvous supercilium. Below, fulvous 
white, streaked with dark brown. 
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STATUS ANp habitat: Found locally in winter (December to 
March) between c. 8000 and 12,000 ft. elevation (Lachung, Tonglo, 
PhalutL The first Mt Everest Expedition obtainra it at 14,800 ft. 
(May?). Affects scrub on fairly open hill slopes. 

DisiTUBirnoN ouTOiDE SIKKIM: Garhwal, Kumaon, Nepal, Bhutan, 
SE. Tibet (south of the main range). Other races extend the species 
from Tibet to W. China. 

GENERAL HABITS: As of Other rosefinches. Keeps in small parties 
of 3 or 4 in bushes, and likely to be overlooked on account of its 
skulking and quiet disposition. Harsh bleating notes' by a party 
of males recoTaed by B. E. Smythies. 

nesting: Not recorded in Sikkim. In Garhwal, season — ^July- 
August. Nest — cup-sha^d, of strips of bark and grass, lined with 
fine rootlets, wool and hair. Placed low down in bushes. Eaas — 
normally 4, greenish blue, sparsely blotched and spotted with black 
round the broad end. Size about 19 X 14 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MKASUHEMKNTS, El’C ; TllC Ffluna giveS for d 9 

Wing 76-80; hill 10-11; tarsus c. 20; tail 62-64 mm. 

Iris dark brown; bill horny brown, paler on lower mandible; legs and feet 
pinkish flesh or pinkish horn. 


THE SIKKIM WmXEBROWED ROSEFINCH 

Carpodiicxss thura thura Bonaparte & Schlegel 
Carpodacus thura Bonaparte & Schlegel, 1850, Moiiogr. Loxieiis; 
21, pi. 23 — Sikkim. 

Plate 19, fig. 6 (facing p. 224) 


F.B.I. 3: 123 
LOCAL name: 
size: Sparrow + . 

FIELD CHARACTERS: All rosefiiiches of the genus Carpodacus are 
distinguished by the overall rose-coloured plumage of the males, and 
the streaked brown plumage of the females without any pronounced 
green or yellow in it. 

Male: Above, lores and face crimson; forehead, broad super- 
cilium and ear-coverts pale glistening (silky) pink with white shaft 
streaks. Hind end of supercilium while. Crown, nape and back 
brown broadly streaked with black; rump rosy pink. Wing and 
tail feathers brown, margined dull pinkish. Beloto, chin and throat 
silky pink like forehead; rest of underparts bright rosy pink, 

Fetntde: Above^ dark brown streaked with black. Feathers of 
rump and upper tail-coverts edged golden yellow. Forehead and 
a broad supercilium buff. Below, chin, throat, breast and flanks 
pale rufous, abdomen greyish white — all streaked with black. Mature 
males frequently keep in female plumage. 

status and habitat: A high elevation rosefinch, resident between 
10,000 and 14,000 ft. at all seasons and seldom found below 8000 ft. 
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even in winter (Lachen, Lachung, Thangu, Gnatong, Karponang, 
Changu, Sandakphu, Phalut, Pemionche), Blanford got it at 12,000 ft, 
in the Chola Range in August, and Schafer at c. 63W ft (Can^ok) in 
May. Aflects juniper scrub, dwarf rhododendron and ringal bamboo- 
covered slopes near and above the tree-line. Also open hillsides 
with Berberis and other thorn scrub. 

niSTRiBunoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM ; Garhwal, Nepal, Bhutan. The 
species stretches from the Afghan frontier in the west, through 
Kashmir and the above, to SE. Tibet; Yunnan Szechwan. 

GENERAL HABITS : Keeps in small scattered parties, feeding in bushes 
or hopping on the ground — ^in winter often in deep snow. Food: 
seeds of blackberry and raspberry {Rabus), and also of various weeds. 
Coil: 'a soft conversational wid-wia (A. E. Jones). 

nesting: Not recorded in Sikkim, but Mandelli took a nest with 
c/3 in Nepal at 12,000 ft. elevation on 1 August — a compact cup 
of line grasses, coated outside with brown moss and lined with hair. 
Placed 6 ft. up in a thorny bush. Eggs — ^rather like those of the 
Scarlet Finch (p. 385). Size about 22 X 16 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC:: The wcst Himalayan race 

blythi (Garhwal, Kasliniir, etc.) is a much duller ix)se-pink below with a strong 
purple tint. 

Specimens coUecte?! by tlie Sikkim Survey measure: 



Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

1 (S (browii) 

85 

14 

25 

75 mm. 

1 $ ad. 

83 

13.5 

25 

65 mm. 


Schafer’s large series from Sikkim gives Wing 5 ad. d d 85-86; 11 imm. 
d d and 9 9 81-86 mm. 

Iris dark brown; bill paJe horn colour; legs and feet fleshy grey. 


THE REDBREASTED ROSEFINCH 

Cari>odacus puniceus puniceus (Blyth) 

Pyrrhosp^a puriicea Tlodgson’^ Blyth, 1845 (1844), Jour, Asiat. Sac, 
Bengal 13: 953 — Himalayas ( — Nepal). 


F.B.i. 3: 120 
LOCAL name: 
size: Bulbul--. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : Male: Abovc, forehead and short broad 
supercilium glistening crimson. A brown streak through the eye. 
Rest of upper part.s brown, scalloped paler. Below^ cheeks, cliin, 
throat and upper breast crimson, mottled with white. Abdomen 
ashy brown, streaked with blackish. 

Female: Above, dark brown scalIoi)ed with jxile yellowish brown, 
and on rump with yellowish green. Belotv^ fulvous buff, streaked 
with dark brown. Mature males frequently keep in female plumage. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Rare. An extreme high elevation rosefinch. 
The first Mt Everest Expedition recorded it between 16,000 and 
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17,500 ft. in suminer. Blanford obtained it on the Chola Range at 
c, 14,000 ft. in August 1870, Col. Meinertzhagen in Natu La (E. 
Sikkim) at 14,850 ft. in mid-winter (21 December 1925), and Schafer 
at Thangu, 13,000 ft, and Gyagong, 16,000 ft., in July 1938, 

Meinertzhi^en describes its typical habitat — shared with Grcmdcda 
and Lerwa — as the steep high-level country above tree-limit, clothed 
in dwarf vegetation (rhododendron-junior scrub), which forms the 
transition zone between the true Himalayan and the true Tibetan 
Plateau facies, 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal, Bhutan, SE. Tibet, Assam 
hills north of Brahmaputra River. Tlie paler race humii inhabits the 
western Himalayas from Garhwal through Kashmir to Gilgit, The 
species extends to Szechwan and NW. Kansu. 

GENERAL HABITS: Pairs or small parties. Shy. Addicted to bare, 
precipitous country with sparse dwarf vegetation where it hops about 
on the ground in search of hxxl: petals and buds of various flowers, 
and seMs. For the west Himalayan race Wfiitehead describes the 
call-note as sounding like 'are you quite ready?\ 

NESTING: Nothing known. Tlie W. Himalayan race builds a 
shallow cup of roots etc. in a scrubby thorn bush close to the ground, 
or on a ledge of rock. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASCRFMKVTS, ETC: This race dill CIS from 
humii of Garhwal, Kashmir, etc. in being mucli darker, especially on the upper 
parts. The Fauna gives the measurements i(S9) as: Wing 102-117; bill 
J4-15; tarsus 23-24; tail 74-33 mm. 

Schafer’s skins from N. Sikkim give Wing 4 J 106, 109, 110, 113; 1 V 
111 mm. 

TrLs brown; bill honiy to dark brown; legs and feet brown, generally with 
a fleshy tinge’ (Fauna). 


THE REDHEADED ROSEFINCH 

Pro^yyrrhula .mhhinuichala (Hodgson) 

Cory thus? subhimachalus Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 152 — Nepal. 

F.B.i. 3 : 119 

LOCAL name : 

SIZE : Bulbul 

FIELD CHARACTERS : Male: Ahov€, forehead, supercilium and cheeks 
crimson; crown, nape and back dull crimson; rump and upper tail- 
coverts bright crimson. Below, cliin, throat and upper breast crimson, 
mottled paler on the last. Rest of lower plumage greyish brown, 
paler on abdomen. 

Female: Rather like $ Scarlet Finch (p. 385) — ^brownish olive- 
yellow overall, with forehead, supercilium, and upper breast brighter 
and more yellowish, and a noticeably longer tail. Rump like upper 
breast, not bright yellow as in H. sipahi, 

STATUS AND HABITAT; A dweller at high altitudes, 10,000 to 
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12,000 ft. or higher, winter and summer (Singalila Ridge, Tpnglo, 
Sandakphu). Partial to patches of dwarf rhododendron. 

In Bhutan, Ludlow collected specimens at 12,500 and 13,500 ft 
between May and August, and met it up to 14,000 ft. in dwarf juniper, 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal, Bhutan, SE. Tibet to Yunnan, 
iTie higher Assam hills and Manipur (in winter). 

GENERAL HABITS : Little kiiown. Shy, skulking and silent. 
Meinertzhagen records a sparrow-like cliimiping but quite melodious 
note. Stomachs examined by him contained no trace of seeds, but 
only green food. 

NESTING: Not authentically recorded. 

KACIAL CHARACTEBISTICS, MEASUREMENi s, ETC: The Fauna gives for 6 9 
Wing 92-104; bill 12-13; tarsus 21-22; tail 74-79 mm. 

Tris hazel brown; bill, upper mandible blackish homy, lower mandible 
paje homy, darker at tip; tarsus brownish homy' (Stevens). 


THE HIMALAYAN CROSSBILL 

Loxia cwvirasira hitnalayeiisis Blyth 
Loxia himaJ/iyensis ‘IIodgson’=Blyth, 1845 (1844), Jour. Asiat. Soc, 
Bengal 13 ; 952 — Nepal. 



Himalayan Crossbill, about natural size 


F.B.i. 3: 115 

LOCAL NAME : 

SIZE : Sparrow. 

FIELD characters: Easily recognized by the peculiar structure of 
the bill in which the tips of the two mandibles cross each other. 
Male: Scarlet crimson, brighter on rump, widi brown wings and tail. 
Female: Greyish olive-green, with the rump more yellow. 

Strong flight and twittering calls reminiscent of the Greenfinch 
(Carduelis spinmdes). 

status and habitat; A rare and erratic vagrant of unaccountable 
dispersal and wandering movements. Normally at high elevations in 
the fir, spruce and larch zone, but has been obtained as low as 
5200 ft in the Sikkim Himalayas in December. Sikkim specimens 
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in the British Museum collected by Mandelli's Lepdia collectors, 
January to March, and May, lack precise localities or altitudes. The 
Siin^ey caxne across it only at Phalut, c. 11,000 ft, where Dr Biswas 
of the Zoological Survey cf India secured specimens. In the Chicago 
Natural History Museum there is one collected by V. S. La Personne 
at Lachen, c. 9000 ft., on 14 May 1931, where SchMer also obtained 
it in November 1988. 

Ludlow did not meet with it in Bhutan, but he collected speci- 
mens in SE- Tibet between 9500 and 13,500 ft 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas from Lahul in the 
west to SE. Tibet; NE. Burma, Yunnan. 

GENERAL HABITS: A rcstless finch of erratic occurrences, seen in 
small flocks frequenting the tops of spruce, larch and other conifers, 
with parrot-like movements wlien feeding. Food: mainly seeds of 
coniferous trees, to extract which from the cones the bill is specially 
adapted. Stevens records shooting a specimen clinging to and 
pecking at the face of a boulder, whose stomach contained minute 
pieces of wlute quartz! 
nes'HNG: Not recorded. 

RACIAC ClIARACTElllSTlCS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Thoi'C is U witlc VdliatiOU 

ill the wing and bill lengths of Sikkim birds, but evidently tliey all belong 
to tli€J one race hinialaycnsia and are not composed of a resident and a migrant 
iwpulation as has been suggested. Two 6 6 shot together by Seliafer from 
the same flock have Wing 82 and 89 mm. 

Dr Biswas’s Phalut siieciinens measure: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

4 66 82-85 17.5-19 15-16 50-55 mm. 

Iris hazel lirown; upper mandible dark homy, lower tinged greenish; legs 
and feel horny brown; claws darker. 


THE GOLDENHEADED BLACK FINCH 

Pyrrho'plectes epauletta (Hodgson) 

Pyrrhulc? Epauletiu Hodgson, 1836, Avk/C Res. 19: 156 — Nepal. 

Plate 19, fig. 4 (facing p. 224) 


F.B.I, 3: 114 

LOCAL name: Lho-sampreh-pho (Lepcha). 

SIZE : Sparrow. 

FIELD CHARACTERS : Male: Entire plumage black except hindcrown 
and nape, which are golden orange. Middle of abdomen orange-buff. 
Inner webs of tertiaries white, showing as a white line on the wing. 

Fetrude: Head and neck yellowish ashy grey. Rest of plumage 
chestnut-brown, paler on underparts. Wliite line in wing as in male. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : A high elcvation finch; not uncommon locally. 
In summer up to c. 14,000 ft.; apparently not descending lower than 
c. 5000 ft. in winter. Blanford cJbtained it at 11,000 ft, on the Chola 
Range in August; Meinertzhagen at 8800 ft. (Lachen) in November, 
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and at 11,900 ft, (Changu) in December. There is a June specimen 
from Yumthang, 11,000 ft., in the Chicago Natural History Museum. 

In Bhutan, and the Himalayan facies of SE. Tibet, Ludlow found 
it plentiful between 9000 and 13,000 ft. — May to October — ^aflFecting 
bamboo and rhododendron undergrowth. 

GENERAL HABITS: Hops about in low scrub and dense thickets. 
Feeds on weed seeds, mostly on the ground, and keeps very still when 
thus occupied. CM: described as a low musical pipe; also as a 
rather squeaky whistling note not unlike that of the European 
Bullfinch. 

NESTING : Nothing recorded. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : Bill smaller aud less 
swollen than in the bullfinches. Rump of same colour as back — not contrasty 
white. The pure white inner webs of the tertiaries (inner secondary wing 
quills) in both sexes, are a distinctive feature of this finch. The Sikkim sped* 
men (6) in the Chicago Museum measures: Wing 77; bill c. 12 (damaged); 
tarsus 18.5; tail 59.5 mm. According to the Fauna the Wing (d$) ranges 
between 75 and mm. 

Iris brovm or black; bill horny brown, blacker on culmen; legs and feet 
brown or olive-brown. 


THE SCARLET FINCH 

Haemaiospiza sipahi (Hodgson) 

Corythus ? Sipahi Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res, 19; 151 — Nepal. 

Plate 19, fig. 5 (facing p. 224) 


F.B.I. 3: 117 

LOCAL NAMES : Plianyiiig-pho-biu (Lepcha); Labbia mapho 
(Bhutia). 

size: Bulbul^. 

FIELD CHARACTERS *. Male: Overall brilliant deep scarlet. 

Femele: Above, brownish olive-yellow with a bright yellow rump 
(conspicuous in flight); Below, brown, scalloped with yellowish grey. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident (?) between c. 2000 and 6500 ft. 
elevation. Not uncommon, but local and patchy (Dikdiu, Singhik, 
Temi, Penlom La, Gangtok). Affects forest. 

DisTFUBUTioN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hiUs north 
and south of Brahmaputra River; NE. Burma, Mt Victoria, Yunnan. 

GENERAL HABITS: Social. Small parties and scattered flocks of 
25-30 birds keep to the tree-tops in forest, feeding on various seeds 
and berries, and searching tmder the moss on the branches for 
insects. Flight: typically fexch-lflce, strong and dipping, with rapid 
wing beats. CM: a pleasant too-eee, reminiscent in a way of the 
Large Cuckoo-Shrike {Coracindj but rather softer and higher pitched. 

NESTING : Not recorded in Sikkim and little known, iiest — bulky, 
25 
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cup-shaped^ of twigs and roots. Eggs — blue, blotched with reddish 
brown. Size about 23x18 mm. 

RACIAL ciUBACTERisTics, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Specimens collected by the 
Sikkim Survey measure: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

3 <Jd 101-102 18-19 19-21.5 63.5-64 mm. 

1 $ 99 19 21.5 60 mm. 

Schafesr^s Sikkim skins give Wing 4 66 100, 103, 104, 108; 5 9 9 95, 99, 
99, 99, 102 mm. Cotitra the suggestion in tlie Fauna, the relative tail-length 
in both sexes is equal (Streseniuun). 

Iris brown or hazel brown; bill 6 brownish flesh colour with a pale 

crimson flush when fresh, 9 vathout flush; legs, feet and claws homy brown. 


THE BROWN BULLFINCH 

Pyrrhula nijxdensis nipalerisis Hodgson 
P.[ynhula) Nipalensis Hodgson, 1836. Asiat, Hes. 19: 155 — Nepal. 

F.B.I. 3 : 112 

LOCAL NAME: 

SIZE : Sparrow. 

FIELD ciiARACTERS: The slioit, abrupt, swollen bill, white rump 
(particularly conspicuous in flight), and metallic black wings and tail 
— ^the latter distinctly forked — ^readily distinguish all Si&im bull- 
finches. Male differs from the Redheaded and Beavans bullfinches 
in having the band round base of bill (also a narrow ring round eye) 
dark brown instead of velvety black. Crown, luiix) and back ashy 
brown; upper rump black, lower white. Wings and tail metallic 
puiplish black. A pale ashy wing-bar. Outer web of innermost 
secondary edged with crimson. A white patch under and behind eye. 
Below, ashy vinous brown, turning to whitish on abdomen and to 
white on under tail-coverts. 

Female differs only in the edge of the innennost secondary being 
yellow instead of crimson. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Rare. Has been obtained by Inglis at 
Tonglo, 10,000 ft., in June and by Blanford in the Lachen Valley, 
10,000 ft., in September. I have examined specimens in the Chicago 
Natural History Museum collected by the Suydam Cutting Expedition 
at Lachung (9000-10,000 ft.) in June 1931. More recently Schafer got 
it at Thangu, 13,000 ft., in July and at Gangtok, c. 6000 ft*, in March. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Throughout the Himalayas from 
Gilgit in the west to E. Assam, and on into China. Also Mt Victoria in 
Burma. 

GENERAL HARTTS: Similar to those of the Redheaded Bullfinch ex- 
cent for the call note which is described as more melodious — 
whistling twitter. 

NESxiNc; Not authentically kno^. 



BfiAVAN's BULLFINCH 387 

RACXAL CKABACTEBiSTics, measubbme;nt3, ETC: Silddm specimens in tlie 
Chicago Museum measured by me: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

2 dd 89 12.5-13 17-17,5 72.5-77 mm. 

1 9 85 12 — - 70.5 mm. 

An ad. d in Schafer’s Sikkim collection has Wing 88 mm. 

Iris brown; bill greenish horn with black tip; legs and feet fleshy brown. 


BEAVAN’S BULLFINCH 

Pyrrhtda erythaca erytkaca Blyth 
Pyrrhula erythaca Blyth, 1862, Ibis: 389 — Sikkim. 


F.B.I. 3: 111 

LOCAL name: Kobyu (Lepcha). 

SIZE: SpaiTow. 

FIELD CHARACTEKS : Male differentiated from the Redheaded Bull- 
finch by tlie cTown being ashy grey like the back, instead of red 
Upper rump black; lower rump white. Below, throat ashy grey; 
breast, upper abdomen and nanks orange-red. Lower abdomen 
grey, paling to white on tmder tail-coverts. 

Female: Similar but browner and duller, and without red on the 
breast. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Very rare. Meinertzhagen is the only 
recent investigator who has collected it in Sikkim almost since it 
was first described thence, over 80 years previously — cf 9.i.l926, 
Fhalut, 10,700 ft. Ludlow did not obtain it during his first Bhutan 
expedition, but in SE. Tibet he found it common and abundant in 
the basin of the Subansiii, north of the main Himalayan range 
(between long. 92° 30' and ^°), and collected a large series between 
7000 and 13,500 ft. elevation — May to October. He concludes that 
the real home of this bullfinch lies east of Bhutan, and that its 
rarity in Bhutan and Sikkim is simply due to these areas being on 
the westermnost fringe of its distrioution. Affects mixed conifer 
and rhododendron forest. 

DXSTaiBunoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Bhutan; SE. Tibet. The species 
extends to Yunnan, Szechwan and Kansu. 

GENERAL HABH'S : Not Afferent from those of tlie Redheaded Bull- 
finch, including the calls. Feeds largely on the catkins of willow and 
buds of budctnom trees. Frequently also on the ground. 

RACIAL ciXABAGn'EHis'ncs, M£AsuBEM£^^^s, ETC : Ludlow's Specimens from 
Bhutan and SE. Tibet give Wing 11 d d 81-86; 12 9,.9 79-83 mm. 

Tiis brown to dark brown; legs and feet fleshy brown to homy brown' 
(Ludlow). 
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THE REDHEADED BULLFINCH 

Pyrrhula eryihrocephgia Vigors 
Pyrrhula erythrocephala Vigors, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc, London: 174 — 
Himalayas (= Simla- Almora District). 

Plate 19, fig. 3 (facing p. 224) 


F.B.1. 3: 110 

LOCAL name: Kobyu (Lepcha). 
size: Sparrow. 

field chaeacters: Male: Above, a broad velvety black forehead 
band encircling base of bill and narrowly masking it at the chin. 
Crown, nape and hindneck vermilion or deep orange-chestnut. Back 
ashy ^ey; rump white; tail and wings metallic black. An ashy grey 
wing-bar. Belotv, pale dull red fading to white on lower abdomen 
and under tail-coverts. 

Female: Like male but yellowish green on crown and nape, and 
greyish brown and whitish on undeiparts. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common but rather sporadic. In 
summer up to o. 13,000 ft.; in winter some birds down to 4000 ft. 
while others still at the highest limits (Chola Range, Sandakphu, 
Tonglo, Thangu, Lachen, Lachung, Yumthang, Gangtok, Singriik). 
Affects secondary growth in the rhododendron and conifer facies. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Throughout the Himalayas from 
Kashmir to Bhutan and S£. Tibet. 

GENERAL HABITS : Sodable. Usually in small flocks in bushes and 
shrubs, but frequently also on the ground. Food: mainly weed seeds 
and le^-buds. Call: a soft plaintive whistle phew-phew, indistinguish- 
able from that of the European Bullfinch. 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim. In the western Himalavas 
(9000-12,000 ft.) season — (? July)-Aueust. Nest — cup-shaped, of thin 
twigs, lined with coarse grass and beard-moss. Eggs — 3 or 4, dull 
grev-white with specks and blotches of reddish brown, and faint grey 
ana lavender markings. Size about 21x15 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC; The Fauna glVes for d 9 

Wing 77-80; bill 9-10; larsiw 18-19; tail 60-64 mm. 

A large series collected by Schafer in Sikkim has Wing 9 d <S 77-80 
(av. 78.5); 10 9 9 76-80 (av. 77.7) mm. (Streseinann). 

Iris brown or hazel; bill black; legs and feet pale flesh colour or fleshy 
brown. 
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THE SPOTTEDWINGED GROSBEAK 

Myoerdbm meUmozanthos (Hodgson) 

Coc.{cothraustc$) Meltmozanthos Hodgson, 18S6, AMat. Res. 19: 15(^-Nepa]. 

F.BJ. 3: 105 

LOCAL name: Maltam-pho (Lepcha). 

size: M3ma. 

FIELD CHABACTERS: Mo/e; Abooe, including wings and tail, slaty 
black or blacldsh brown. Wings with ovaF yellow spots on the 
tertiaries, and a conspicuous white spot at the base of several pri- 
maries. Below, chin and throat dark brown; rest deep yellow. 

Ferrude: Above, black, each feather edged with yellow; more 
yellow on forehead and crown. A broad black band through the 
eye. Below, yellow, streaked with black on the sides. White wing- 
spot as in male. 

The disproportionately large and heavy bluish bill, and the com- 
paratively .short distinctly forked tail are diagnostic features. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident; apparently uncommon. Schafer 
obtained specimens at Gangtok, c. 6000 ft., in January and June 
1939, and Elwes at Yumthang, 11,000 ft., in September (c. 1870). 
In Bhutan, Ludlow found it up to 12,000 ft. in summer in the conifer 
and birch zone, and down to 2000 ft. in winter in thick tropical 
forest. 

DISTRIBUTION ouTsmE SIKKIM: Throughout the Himalayas at 
appropriate altitudes, from Hazara in the west to E. Assam. Manipur, 
N. Burma, N. Thailand, Szechwan. 

GENERAL HABITS : Ludlow remarks that in Bhutan these grosbeaks 
collect into flocks with the approach of autumn and become very 
noisy, especially in the mornings and evraiings. They descend to 
lower altitudes with the advance of winter. Food: mainly kernels 
of the wild chmty and other nuts, to crack the hard shells of which 
its powerful is specially adapted. The cracking sound of cheny 
stones and nuts can be heard a good distance away and often provides 
the first indication of a feeding flock in the vicinity. Calls: a harsh 
krrr, and a parakeet-like note. In summer, a loud creaky song of 
half to one minute’s duration — with occasional bulbul-like musical 
notes, frequently repeated. 

nesting: No record in Sikkim. Season elsewhere (at high 
altitudes). May to July. Nest— bulky, cup-shaped, of moss, fem- 
stems, roots, etc., up in a pine tree. Eggs — 2 at 3, very pale grey- 
green, feebly ringed at the broad end with grey-brown or reddish 
heckles. Size about 30 x 20 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC ; The Fauns givcs for d 9 
Wing 126-135; bill 23-25; tarsus 23-24; tail 74-79 mm. An adult d in Schafer's 
Sikkim collection has Wing 130 mm. 

Iris brown; bill bluish plumbeous; legs and feet leaden grey. 
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THE WHTTEWINGED GROSBEAK 

Mycerobas carnipes camipes (Hodgson) 

Coc.(cothraustes) Carnipes Hodgson, 1836, Miat Res, 19 : 151 — Nepal. 

F.B.I. S: 104 

LOCAI- name: 

SIZE : Myna. 

FIELD CHABACTTERS: Mds: Abooe, including tail black; rump 
greenish yellow. Wings black with a conspicuous broad white band 
near base erf primaries. Flight feathers tipped and edged with 
yellow. Below, chin, throat and breast black; rest of undeiparts 
greenish yellow or duU olive-orange. 

Femme similar but duller, with the black portions laigely re- 
placed by ashy brown. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Resident and fairly common between c. 8500 
and 14,000 ft. elevation, even in winter (Lachung, Thangu, Gnatong, 
Phalut, Changu, Karponang). A bird of high elevations, especially 
partial to juniper forest and scrub. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM; The high Himalayas from Garhwal 
through Nepal, Bhutan, and SE. Tibet to E. Assam. Tlie spedes 
extends westward to Afghanistan and N. Iran. 

GENERAL HABITS: Similar to those of the Allied Grosbeak (next). 
Goes about in large flocks in winter.^ Meinertzhagen describes it as 
noisy and restless, with a rasping call-note and a clumsy dipping 
flight. Food: mostly juniper berries. 

nesting: Not recorded in Sikkim, but Schafer took a juvenile 
spedmen at Thangu, 13,000 ft., in July. 

RACIAL OFiARAcrERisTic.s, MEASUBEMENTS, ETC; Mdnertzhagen, who ex- 
amined a large series of Sikkim sldns, comments uix)n the inordinately large 
variation in the wing length, ranging between 103 and 123 mm. Schafer's 
Sikkim specimens have Wing 3 ad. 66 118, 120, 123; 1 9 llV mm. 
(Stresemann). As tliesc were collected in July, along with a juvenile, they 
obviously represent the resident population and an' not migrants from the 
hills of W. China or E. Tibet as Meinertzhagen suggested the larger Sikkim 
birds fwilh Wing above c. 115 mm.j may be. 

Iris brown; bill ; ‘upper mandible homy brown, lower mandible almost 
white; legs pale fleshy brown to fleshy pink. The bill apparently has no 
seasonal change of colour (Fauna). Stevens describes the legs as 'plumbeous 
brown*. 
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THE ALLIED GROSBEAK 

Mt/oerobas affinis (Blyth) 

Hespertphona affinis BlytK, 1855, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 24: 179— 

Alpine Funjab. 

Plate 19, fig. 2 (facing p. 224) 


F.B.L 3: 103 

LOCAL name: 

size: Myna. 

FIELD characters : A large, heavy-billed finch. Male: Black and 
deep golden- or orange-yellow of more or less the colour pattern 
of the Blackheaded Oriole. 

Female: Head, chin and throat ashy grey. Rest of plumage 
olive-green above, yellower on rump; olive-yellow below. Wings 
and tail black. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: According to Stevens 'occurs sparingly on 
the Singalila Ridge during the winter months and evidently does 
not descend to a lower limit than about 9000 ft. on either side of 
the Nepal-Sikkim frontier'. He obtained specimens at Tonglo, 
9500-9900 ft., in January and February. Meinertzhagen records it 
at Darjeeling, 6600 ft., on 17 January 1926. The Sikkim Survey 
came across this grosbeak only at Thangu, c. 13,000 ft., in April. In 
Bhutan, Ludlow collected it between 10,500 and 14,000 ft in June 
and July. A bird of high oak and conifer forests. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The high Himalayas from Hazara 
in the west through Garhwal, Nepal, Bhutan and SE. Tibet to 
W. China. 

GENERAL HABITS: Keeps in pairs or flocks, sometimes quite large 
ones to tall fir and deodar trees, biting into the cones with its 
powerful bill to extract the seeds which are its chief food. Also 
takes berries from shrubs, and insects etc. on the ground. Calls: 
'a sharp alarm note, fcwrr, like two stones struck together, and a 
musical call of seven notes te’de4e4i-di4i-um* (A. E. Osmaston). 
In Sikkim I recorded in April a loud creaking song, punctuated by 
musical bulbul-like notes, lasting about 30 seconds and constantly 
repeated. 

NESTING: Has not been observed in Sikkim, nor apparently else- 
where within its Indian range. 

BACIAL ciiARACTERrsTTcs, MEASUREMENTS, Elu : Differs from the very similar 
but better known Black- and-Yellow Grosbeak (M. icterkncles) of the western 
Himalayas in having the thighs yellowish instead of black in the d, and breast 
and abdomen olive-yellow instead of ashy grey and buff in the 9. 

The Fauna gives the measurements as: Wing d 126-136, 9 122-128; bill 
23-25; tarsus 28-29; tail 88-97 mm. 

For a 9 Stevens records: iris brown; bill greenish blue (sea green); lEarsus 
fleshy; claws homy. 
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Birds recorded as occurring, or having occurred, in ^Sikkim* includii:^ the 
terai, foothills, mountains, and the Tibetan Plateau facies, of which either the 
status is indeterminate or no recent or sufficient data are available: 

Family Phalacrocoraodae : Cormorants 
Indian Shag {Phalacrocorax fusdcoUis) 

Family Ardeidae : Herons, Egrets 

Giant Heron (Ardea goliath) 

Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis) 

Little Green Heron (Butorides stiintus) 

Family Anatij^ae: Ducks, Geese 

Pintail (Anas acuia) 

Wigeon (Anas penelope) 

Gadwall (Anas streperd) 

Common Teal (Anas crecca) 

Brahminy Duck (Tadoma ferruginea) 

Barheaded Goose (Anser indicus) 

Family AcapiTRioAE: Vultures, Hawks 

Blyth's Baza (Aviceda jerdoni) 

Blackcrested Baza (Aviceda leuphotes) 

Honey Buzzard (Pemis ptilorhynchus) 

Rufousbellied Hawk-Eagle (Lophatriorchis kienetii) 

Whitobacked Vulture (Gyps bengalensis) 

Longbilled Vulture (Gyps indicus) 

Fulvous Vulture (Gyps fulvus) 

Cinereous Vulture (Aegxjpius monachus) 

Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) 

Family Falconidae: Falcons 

Redlegged Falcon (Falco amurensis) 

Hobby (Falco subbuteo) 

Indian Hobby (Falco severus) 

Family TuRNiauAE: Bustard Quails, Button Quails 

Bustard Quail (Tumh suscitator) 

Little Button Quail (Turnix sylvatica) 

Yellowlegged Button Quail (Tumix tanki) 
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Family Rallidae: Rails, Waterhens, eta 
Ruddy Crake (AmaurcMmis fusous) 

Moorhen (GallifHtla chlnropus) 

Purple Coot, or Gallinulc (Porphyrio porphyHo) 

Family CHARAi>Bin>AE : Plovers 

Whitetailed Lapwing (Chettusia leucuta) 

Redwatded Lapwing (Hoplopterus indicus) 

Golden Plover (Pluvialis domirUca) 

Little Ring Plover (Cliaradrius dubius) 

Wood Snipe (Gallinago nemoricola) 

Pintail Snipe (Gallinago stenura) 

Family Pterocudidae : Sandgrouse 
Tibetan Sandgrouse (Syrrhaptes tibetanm) 

Lhonak Valley, May. Also between Gyagong and Tso Chonio, 17,000 ft. 
(Matthews). 

Family Psittacidae: Parrots 

Large Indian Parakeet (Psittacula eupatria) 

Blossomhcaded Parakeet (Psittacula cyanocephala) 

Lorikeet (Loriculus vemalis) 

Family Cucuudae: Cuckoos 

Hawk-Cuckoo, or 'Brainfevei' Bird' (Cuculus varius) 

Redwinged Crested Cuckoo (Clamator coromandus) 

Pied Crested Cuckoo (Clamator facobinus) 

Sirkeer Cuckoo (Taccocua leschenatdti) 

Crow-Pheasant (Centropus sinensis) 

Lesser Crow-Pheasant (Centropus toulou (bengalensis)) 

Family Strigipae; Owls 
Hawk-Owl (Ninox scutulata) 

Scops Owl (CHus scops) 

Brown Fish Owl (Bubo zeylonensis) 

Tibet Owlet (Atfiene noctua ludlowi) 

Specimen d (Wing 179 mm.) Gayamtashana Tso, c. 16,000 ft,, N. Sikkim, 
28.viii.1938 (Schafer). 

Family Apodidae: Swifts 
Alpine Swift (Apus melha) 

Family Meropidae: Bee-eaters 

Redheaded Bee-cater (Merops leschenaulti) 

Common Green Bee-eater (Merops orientalis) 

Family Coraciidae: Rollers 

Roller, or Blue Jay (Coradas benghdensis) 
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Pied Hombill, about one-fifth 


Family Buceuotidae: Hornbills 

Pied Hombill (Anthracoceros malabaricus) (see fijpire above) 

Family Camtonidae; Baibets 

Lineated Green Barbet (Megalaima Hneata) 

Blue-eared Barbet (Megalaima australis) 

Family Picidae: Woodpeckers 
Wryneck Uyux iorquilla) 

Family Pittidaje: Pittas 
Indian Pitta {Piita brachyura) 

A specimen picked up dead, Gangtok, May 1953 (J. S. Lall). 
Greenbreasted Pitta (Pitta cucullata) 

A breeding specimen, Great Rangeet Valley, c, 1200 ft. (Jetdon) 

Family Hirundinidae : Swallows, Martins 

Crag Martin (Hirundo rupestris) 

Sand Martin (Riparia paludicola) 

Family Campephagidae ; Cuckoo-Shrikes, Minivets 

Large Grey Cuokoo-Shrike (Coracina novaehoUandiae) 

Rosy Minivet (Pericrocotus roseus) 

Family Irenidae; Fairy Bluebird, Chloropses, loras 
Ccnninon lora (Aegt(him tlphia) 

Family Pycnonottdae : Bulbuls 

Kedwhiskered Bulbul (Pycnanopus facosus) 
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Family MusacAPiDAE: 

Subfamily Muscicapinae : Flycatchers 

Blacknaped Blue Flycatcher (Monatcha azurea) 

Layard’s Flycatcher (Muscicapa mttitui) (see figure opposite) 
Brooks s Flycatcher (Muscicapa poHogenys) 

Subfamily Timalunae : Babblers 

Abbott’s Babbler (THchastoma abbottt) 

Jungle Babbler (Turdoides slrUUus) 

Subfamily Sylviinae: Warblers 
Ashy Wren-Warbler (Prinia socudis) 

Brown Hill Warbler (Prinia polychroa criniger) 

Whitethroated Flycatcher- Warbler (Abroscopua ulbogularis) 
Thickbilled W'arbler (Phragamaticola aedon) (see figure opposite) 
Grasshopper Warbler (Locuatella naevia) 

Subfamily Turdinae: Thrushes, Robins, Chats 

Pied Ground Thrush (Turdus wardi) 

Salvadori’s Thrush (Turdus obscurus) 

Dusky Tlirush (Turdus eunomus) 

Pied Bushchat (Saxicola caprata) (see figiu*e opposite) 

Family Prunellidae : Accentors 
Brown Accentor (Prunella fvlvescens) 

Family MoTACiLLmAE : Pipits, Wagtails 

Water Pipit (Anthus spinoletta) 

Indian Pipit (Anthus tiovaeseelandiae) 

Rock Pipit (Anthus similis) 

Forest Wagtail (Motacillu indica) 

Family Dicuuridae: Drongos 

Black Drongo (Dicrurus adsitnilis (=macrocercus)) 

CrowbUled Drongo (Dicrurus annectans) (see figure oppasite) 

Fcpmily Oriolidae: Orioles 

Blacknaped Oriole (Oriolus chinensis) 

Family Corvidae; Crows, Pies, etc. 

Tree Pie (DendrodUa vagabunda) 

Family Dicaeidae: Flowerpeckers 
ITiickbillcd Flowerpecker (Dicaeutn agile) 

Yellowvented Flowerpecker (Dicaeutn chrysorrheum) 
Scarletbacked Flowerpecker (Dicaeutn cruentatum) 
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Faniily Nectarinudae : Sunbiids 

Ptnple Sutibird (Nectarinia atlatioa) 

Indian YdSowbadced Sunbird (Aethopyga ttpomia ieherkuf) 


Family Fbwgexidae: Buntings, Sparrows, Finches, Weavers 
Chestnut Bunting (Emberixa nttSa) 

Yellowbieasted Bunting (Etnbetixa aureola) 

Greyheaded Bunting (Emberbu fuoata) 

Tibrtaa TVite (Catdtielig fiaofrosMt rufosMgata) 

Specimen Natu La, 14,000 ft, 21.xii.l92S (Meiuertzhagen). Abundant in 
Bhutan north of main range, c. 15,000 ft. (Ludlow). 

Redbrowed Finch {CaQacanthls burUmt) (Plate 19, fig. 9) 

Specimens: Ton^o, 10,000 ft, and Singalila Ridge (Stevens). Normally 
W. Himalayas east to Kumacm. 
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Main entries are indicated by 


page numb^ 

abbotU, Trichastoma, 397 
Abroscopua, 241 

Accentor, Altai, or Rufousbreasted, 
300 

Brown, 397 
Eastern Alpine, 298 
Maroonbacked, 301 
Robin, 302 
Rufousbreasted, 303 
Acdpitridae, 2, 393 
acuta^ Anas, 393 

acuHcauda, Lonchuta striata, 307 
acutkostris, (CalandreUa acutkostris), 
105 

adamsi, (MonUfringtila), 366 
Montifiingffla adamsi, 365 
adslmitis ( = macrocercus), Dicrurus, 
397 

aidan, Phragamaticola, 397 
Aegithalinae, 343 
aemodium, Conostoma, 165, 221 
aemodius, Parus ater, 338 
aeneus, Dicrurus aeneus, 316 
aestigma, Muscicapa superoUiaris, 136 
Aetkopyga, 356 
affink, Acdpiter virgatus, 4, 6 
(Apus affinis), 73, 74 
Imaging cruentus, 24 
Mycerobas, 391 
(Peiicrocotus brevkostHs), 116 
P,(efiorocotus) k(revirostris), 117 
Phylhscopus, 224 
Seicercus, 235, 236 
agile, Dicaetm, 397 
agricola, Streptopelia orientdUs, 44, 45 
^audidae, 104 

(^collUf Rhipidura, 232, 265 
Rhipidura albicollis, 1^ 

Yuhina ftavicoUis, 203 
albiguknis, Abroscopus superciUaris, 
239 

dbiventer, Microura dbiventer, 156 
albookictus, Turdus, 268 
dboguMs, Abroscopus, 397 
Garrulax albogulaiis, 172 
dlboides, Motac^ alba, 307, 308 
albonotatus, Captimvlgus macrums, m 
db<hSuperofiiari$, (SHcercus xantho- 
s^istos), 237 
Alcedinidae, 75 

dtedca, (LeucosHcte nemoHcoh), 974 


in bold type 

Amaufomk, 104 
ambigua, (Hkundo rusHca), 108 
Stachyris rufifrons, 160 
amurensis, Falco, 393 
Anatidae, 1, 393 
annectans, Dicrurus, 397 
annectens, Heteropkasia annectens, 212 
apicauda, Treron apkmda, 37 
Apodidae, 70, 304 
Apodinae, 70 

aquilonifer, TetraogaUus ttbetanus, 21, 
22 

Arachnothera, 56 

{pgentauris, Leiothrix argentauris, 187 
Ari (Arita), xxviii 
Of quota. Numenius, 37 
Arinmidae, 314 
Astamus, 17, 255 
Arun-Kosi River, ajdv 
arvensis, Alauda, 105 
asiattca, Megalaima asiaHca, 85 
Nectarinia, 398 
asiaticus, CapHmulgus, 31 
athertom, Nyctyomis athertoni, 77 
atrifrons, Charadrius mongolus, 30 
atrogularls, Frida atrogidaris, 245 
Turdus ruficoWs, 268, 272, 273 
atrosuperciliam, P,{araaoxomis) 
aitrcsuperciliaris), 169 
audreyam, Leucosticte brandti, 372, 
373 

aureola, Emberiza, 398 
aureus, Gypaetus barbatus, 13, 15 
aurffrons, Chloropsis aurifrons, 119 
austerum, {Glawmium cuculoides], 64 
auskaik, Megcdabna, 395 
azurea, Monarcha, 397 

Babbler, Abbott's, 397 
Assam Redfronted, 160 
Bengal Redcapped, 164 
Chestnut-head^, 208 
Chestnut-throated Shrike-, 193 
Coralbilled Scimitar, 153 

Green, or YeBowthroated, 

Gddenbreasfed, 207 
Green Shrike-, 192 
Grey. 327 
Jun^e, 126, 397 
Longbilled Wren-, 155 
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Babbler, Nepal Goldenheaded, 102 
N^al White-eyed Quaker, 211 
Quaker, 202, 214 
Redcapped, 164 
Redheaded, 161 
Redwinged Shrike-, 191 
Rufousbelliad Shrike-, 190 
Sikkim Blackthroated, 163 
Sikkim Rufousnecked Scimitar, 151 
Sikkim Rustycheeked Scimitar, 152 
Sikkun Spotted, 149 
Slatyheaded Scimitar, 150 
Slenderbilled Scimitar, 154 
WHteheaded Shrike-, 194 
Yellowbreasted. 164 
Yelloweyed, 170, 327 
Yollowthroated, 208 
Babblers, 149, 397 
Ixidius, Accijnter, 5 
haicalensis, MotacUla alba, 308 
Bailey, Col. F. M., xxvi 
baileyi, (Yuhina flavicollis), 203 
hakeri, Cuculus cafwrus, 51, 52, 53, 
54, 55 

(Gamilax phoeniceus), 180 
(Paradoxomis ruficeps), 170 
Yuhina, 201 
Barbet, Blue-eared, 395 
Bluethroated, 85 
Goldenthroated, 84 
Great Assam, 83 
Green, 80 
Large Green, 78 
Lineated Green, 395 
Barbets, 83, 395 
Barheads, 2 
Barwing, Nepal, 195 
Sikkim Hoary, 196 
bayleyi, Heterophasia capistfota, 213 
Baza, Blackcrested, 393 
Blyth's, 393 

beavani, Parus rubidiventris, 339 
Bee-eater, Bluebearded, 77 
Common Green, 394 
Redheaded, 394 
Bee-eaters, 77, 394 
bengalensis, Alcedo atthis, 76 
(bengalensis), Centropus toulou, 394 
bengcdensis. Gyps, 393 
Pycnonotus cafer, 123 
Timalia pUeata, 164 
benghalensis, Coradas, 394 
berezowskHt Anthus hodgsoni, 304, 
305 

besra, (AcdpHer vhgatus), 4 
bethelae, Garrulax affinis, 184 
bidduiphi, (Strix aluco), 66 
bispeculoHs, (Garrulus glandarius), 
321 


Biswas, Dr Biswamoy, xxx 
Blackbird, Greywing^, 269 
Tibetan. 267 
Whitecollared, 268 
Blanford, (William Thomas), xxvi 
blanfordi, (Montifrlngilla), 366 
or ruficollis, (Montifringilla), 366 
Montifringilla blanfordi, 365 
Bluebird, Fairy, 119, 395 
Sikkim Fairy, 121 
Blue Jay, or Roller, 394 
Jays, 78 

blyihi, (Carpodacus thura), 381 
bonvabti, jEl.(githalos), 344 
bottanensis. Pica pica, 324 
boulboul, Tiirdus, 268, 209, 270 
Brachypteryx, 257 
brachyura. Pitta, 395 
‘Brainfever Bird,' or Hawk-Cuckoo, 
394 

brevirostris, Colloccdia brevirostris, 70 
(Pericrocotus) 116, 117 
Pericrocotus brevirostris, 116 
Broadbill, Hodgson's, or Nepal Collar- 
ed, 101, 191 
Lon^ailed, 102 
Broadbills, 101 

brodiei, Glaucidium brodiei, 63 
brunmscem, Cettia acarUhizoides, 220 
brunrwus, Erithacus brunneus, 246^ 
285 

brunnifrons, Cettia brunnifrons, 217 
Bucerotidae, 81, 395 
Bulbul, Black, 124 

Blackcrested Yellow, 122 
Browneared, 127 
Himalayan Black, 128 
Redvented, 123 
Redwhiskered, 395 
Rubythroated, 122 
Rufousbellied, 126 
Striated Green, 124 
Whiteclieeked, 122 
Wliitediroated, 125 
Bulbuls, 122, 395 
Bullfindi, Beavan's, 387 
Brown, 386 
Redheaded, 388 
Bunting, Chestnut, 398 
Crested, 368 
Eastern Meadow, 263 
Greyheaded, 398 
Uttie, 369 

YangUe Blackfaced, 370 
Yellowbreasted, 398 
Buntings, 368, 398 
Burhinus, 30 
bufka, Seicercus, 236 
Seioercus buridi, 236 
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burmanicuSt Buteo buteo, 7 
hurtoni, Ctdlacanthis, 398 
Biishchat, CoUared» 282 
Dork-Grey^ 283 
Hodgson*s, 283 
Pied, 247, 263, 397 
Bustard Quails, 393 
Buzzard, Honey, 393 
Japanese Desert, 7 
Longlegged, 6 


cacabata, Muscicapa sibirica, 129 
caeruLaitis, Gamdax caerulatus, 179 
caeruleocephalus, Phoenicurus, 263 
caerulescens, Microhierax caerulescens, 

16 

calcarata, MotacUla citreola, 310 
caliduSt (Falco peregrinus), 18 
calipyga, Leiothrix lutea, 188 
calliope, Erithaais, 248 
calochrysea, Culicicapa ceylonenis, 146 
calvus, Torgos, 11 
Cainpephagidae, 111, 395 
canescens, (Rhipidura dlhicollis), 149 
canorus, (Cuculus canorus), 53 
cantator, Phylloscopus, 233, 234 
capcnsis, Pelargopsis capensis, 77 
capistrata, (Heterophasia capistrata), 
213 

capitalis, Hemipus picatus. 111 
Capitonidae, 83, 395 
caprata, Saxicola, 263, 397 
Caprimulgidae, 68 
Cardueliiiae, 370 

carnipes, Mycerohas carnipes, 390 
Carpodacus, 380 

cashmeriensis, (Cinclus cinclus), 296 
Delichon urbica, 110 
caspica, MotacUla caspica, 309 
castaiiea, (Sitta castanea), 350 
castaneceps, Alcippe castaneceps, 208 
castaneocoTonata, Tesia castaneocofo- 
nata, 216 

castaniceps, Seicercus castaniceps, 238 
cathphaHua, Dendrocopos cathphanus, 
96 

caudacuta, (Chaetura), 72 
caudatus, Spelaeomis, 158 
centralis, (Phylloscopus maculipennis), 
227 

(Tetraogallus tihetanus), 22 
Certhiidae, 352 

ceylonensis, Culicicapa, 216, 238 
(Culicicapa ceylonensis), 146 
Champion, H. G., xxix 
Changu (Chhanggu, or Tsomgo), xxvHi 
Charadriidae, 29, 394 
Charadriinae, 29 
26 


Chat, Blue, 285 
Indian Blue, 246 
Chats, 246, 397 
cheela, Spilomis cheela, 15 
chersonesus, (Chrysocolaptes lucidm), 
100 

Chho Lhamo Lake, xxiii 
Chiffchaff, Siberian, 226 
chinensis, Kitta chinensiSf 322 
Orioius, 397 

chlorolophus, Picus chlorolophus, 92 
chloronotus, (Phylloscopus proregu- 
lus), 229 

Chloropses, 119, 395 
Chloropsis, Goldfronted, 119, 120 
Orangebellied, 120 
chloropus, Qallinula, 394 
Chough, Alpine, 329 

Himalayan Redbilled, 330 
Himalayan Yellowbilled, or Alpine, 
329 

Hume's Ground, 327 
Red billed, 330 

chrysaea, Stachyris chrysaea, 162 
chrysaeus, Erithacus chrysaeus, 249 
Chrysomma, 170 
chrysotis, Alcippe chrysotis, 207 
chrtfsorrheum, Dicaeum, 397 
Chumbi Valley, xxiii 
chumbiensis, Alcippe vinipectus, 209, 
210 

Chumthang (Chungthang), xxviii 
Chungtliang, xxiii 
(Chumtliang), xxviii 
Cinclinae, 296 

cinclorhynchus, Moniicola, 280, 281 
Cinclus, 295 

cinclus, Cinclus cinclus, 296 
cinerea, Alcippe, 208 
cinnamorneus, (Passer rutilans), 363 
cinnamoventris, SHta castanea, 349, 
350 

citreola, (MotacUla dtreola), 311 
citrina, Zoothera citrina, 273 
cochinchimnsis, (Chaetura caudacuta), 
72 

cdelicolor, Grandda cdelicolor, 254 
collaris, (Prunella), 299, 300 
collini, Muscicapa westermanni, 135 
coltarti, Alcedo meninting, 76 
Col\imbidae, 37 
concinnus, A£.(githdiscus), 197i 
oonfusus, Erithacus pectoralis, 247 
Conostoma, 166 

continentalis, Ceryle lugubris, 75 
Coot, Purple, or Gallinule, 394 
Coradas, 40 
-Coraciidae, 78, 394 
Coracina, 385 
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ooraUina, (SitUi frontalis)^ 351 
Cormorants, 393 

coromanda^ Halcyon coromanda, 77 
coromandus, Clamator, 394 
coromtus, Orthatomus oucullatus, 
242, 243 

Phylioscopus occipitalis, 233, 2^)4 
Corvidae, 321, 397 
Crake, Ruddy, 394 
crecca. Anas, 393 
Creeper, Nepal Tree, 352, 354 
Sikkim Tree, 353, 354 
Spotted Grey, 347 
Stoliczkas Tree, 354 
Wall, 347 
Creepers, Tree, 352 
criniger, Prinia polychroa, 397 
cristatus, Lankts cristatus, 311 
Crossbill, Himalayan, 383 
Crow, House, 331 
Jungle, 332 
Crow-Pheasant, 394 
Crows, 321, 397 
crnentatum, Dicaeum, 397 
cruenius, (Itkaginis cruentus), 24 
cruralis, Brachypteryx montana, 285 
Cuckoo, Baybanded, 55 
Emerald, 56, 239 
Haircrested, 102 

Hawk-, or ^Brainfever Bird*, 394 

Himalayan, 53 

Hodgson's Hawk-, 50 

Indian, 51, 361 

Indian Plaintive, 55 

Khasia Hills, 51, 52 

Large Hawk-, 49 

Pied Crested, 394 

Redwinged Crested, 394 

Sirkeer, 394 

SmaU, 54 

Cuckoo-Dove, Bartailed, 43 
Cuckoos, 49, 394 
Cuckoo-Shrike, Dark Grey, 114 
Large, 385 
Large Grey, 395 
Cuckoo-Shrikes, 111, 395 
Cuculidae, 49, 394 
cucullata, (Kitta itavirostris), 323 
Pitta, 395 

cuctdoidea, GUnuHdium cuculoides, 64 
CidicUsapa, 194 
cuprea, (Ducula hadia), 39 
Cqrlew, 87 
Stone, 30 

cuTTuca, SyMa, 226 
Cutio, Ne^, iso 
cyaneus. Circus cyaneus, 15 
cyanicotlis, EuryStomus orientalis, 78 
cyaniventer, Tesla, 157, 215 


cyanocephaia, PsittactUa, 394 
cyanotus, (Zoothera oitrina), 273 
cyanouToptera„ Uirda cyanoufoptera, 
199 


daflaensis, {AcWiodura nipaletisis), 197 
daUwuside, Psarisomus daUiousiae, 102 
^rjeUensis, Dendrocopos dariellensis, 
96, 97 

dauma, Z,{oothera), 275 
Zootheia dauma, 274 
Densappa, Rai Bahadur, xxx 
Dentam, Great Rangeet Valley, xxviii 
Dicaeidae, 354, 397 
dichrous, Parus dichrous, 340 
EKcruridae, 315, 397 
dicruroidcs, Surnictdus lugubris, 57 
digitatus, Pyrrhocorax gractdus, 329, 
330 

Dikchu, xxviii 
Dipper, Brown, 296, 297 
Whitebreasted Asiatic, 296 
Dippers, 296 

discolor, Certhia discolor, 353 
dixoni, Zoothera, 274, 275, 276 
Dollar Bird, or BroadbilJed Roller, 78 
domesticua. Passer^ 365 
domitUca, Pluvialis, 394 
Dongkia Mountain, xxiii 
dorjei, (Cinclus pallasii)^ 297, 298 
Dove, Emerald, 46 
Indian Spotted, 46 
Rufous Turtle, 44 
Doves, 37 

drasticua, {Abrosoopm super ciliaris), 
240 

Drongo, Black, 397 
Bronzed, 316 
Crowbilled, 397 
Haircrested, or Spangled, 317 
Himalayan Grey, 315 
Indian Lesser Biacket-tailed, 319 
Drongo-Cuckoo, Indian, 57 
Drongos, 315, 397 
Dryocopus. 91 
dubius, Charadrius, 394 
Duck, Brahminy, 393 
Ducks, 1, 393 

dukJiunenais, CalandrMa cinerea, 105 
MXotadUa) a,(lba), 307 
duvaucelU, Vanetlua spinoaua, 29 

Eagle, Black, 10 
BonoUi's Hawk-, 0 
Booted Hawk-, 9 
Crested Serpent, 15 
Himalayan Hawk-^ 8 
Pallas's Fishing, 11 
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Eagl^^Ringtailed, w Pallas s Fishixig, 

Eufousbellied Hawk-, 393 
egert^ni, AoHnodura egertoni, 195 
Egret, Cattle, 393 
Egrets, 393 
Eumus, 17 

elwesi, Eremophila alpestris 106, 107 
Emberizinae, 368 
epaideita, Pgtrhoplectes, 384 
^ops, {Uvupa epops), ^ 

Eremophila, 262, 376 
eritkacus, Ceyx erithacus, 77 
Eipomis, Whibebellied, 206 
eiythaca, Pyrrhtda erythaca, 387 
erythrocephala, Pyrrhula, 388 
(StreptopeUa ofierUalis), 45 
erythrocephalus, (Garridax erythro 
cephaius), 185 

(Harpactes erythrocephalus), 75 
eryfhrogenys, {Pomatorhinua erythro^ 
genys), 153 

erythropterus, Pteruthius e.{tythro- 
pterus), 191 

erythropygia, (Hirundo daurica), 109 
erythrorhyncha, (Kttta erythrorkyn- 
cka), 324 
Estrildinae, 366 

ethologus, P,(ericfocotu$) e.(thologus), 
116, 117 

eunomus, Turdus, 397 
eupatria, PsUtacula, 394 
eurhinus, Tringa totanus, 31, 32 
Euiylaimidae, 101 

Fairy Bluebird, 119, 395 
Falcon, Redlegged, 393 
Shahin, 17 

Falconet, Himalayan, 10 
Falconidae, 16, 393 
Falcons, 16, 393 
famUiaris, (Certhia), 352 
fasdata, PsiUactda alexandri, 47 
fasciatus, Nisa^us fasciatus, 9 
fastuosa, (Musdcapa mndara), 140 
ferrea, Saxicola, ^ 
ferrugfiaUu, {Pomatorhinus erythro- 
genys), 153 

ferruginea, Muscicapa, 130 
Tadoma, 303 

ferrugiinpsuSf Pomatorhinus femigi- 
rwsus, 153 

Finch, Blanford *5 Snow, 365 
Goldenheaded Black, 384 
Hodgson's Mountain, 373 
Mongolian Snow, 366 
Mountain, 301 
Eedfarowed, 398 
Hednedoed Snow> 365 


Finck Scarlet, 385 ' 

Sikkim Mountain, 372 
Tibet Snow, 365 
Finches, 3^, 398 
Weaver, ^ 

fimchii, (Pmttacula himalayand) or 
(PsiHactda), 48, 49 
^mmeus. Ash fkmmeus, 67 
flammiceps, (Cephahpyrus fiammi- 
ceps), 346 

^oaiiis, Hypsipetes fiavalus, 127 
taolus, CrirUger fic^olus, 125 
mvicolUs, Yuhina fiavicollis, 202, 203 
flavimenUdis, (Abroscopus schisticeps), 
240, 241 

ikvinucha. Pious fiavinucha, 91 
ftavipes. Bubo, 62 
floDirostris, Kitta flavirostris, 323 
Paradoxomis flaoirostris, 171, 172 
ftaviventris, Pycnonotus melanicterus. 
122 

fiavogularis, (Seicercus xanthoschistos), 
237 

i^voUvaceus, Cettia flavoUvaceus, 221 
flavulus, Hypsipites Havulus, 127 
Floworpecker, Firebreasted. 354 
Scarletbacked, 397. 

ThickbilJed, 397 
Yellowbellied. 356 
YeUowvented, 397 
Flowerpeckers, 354, 397 
Flycatcher, Blacknaped Blue, 397 
Bluethroated, 143 
Brooks's, 397 
Ferruginous, 130 
Greyheaded, 146, 216, 238 
Layard’s, 397 
Little Blue-and-White, 136 
Little Pied, 135 
Nepal Sooty, 129 

srisrss- “ 

Pigmy Blue, 145 

Red^easted Blue, or Slatybacked, 
Xa4 

Rufousbreasted Blue, 133 
Rufoustailed, 135, 137 
Sapphirebeaded, 138 
Spckim Whitegorgetted, 132 ' 
blaty Blue, 137 

Slafybacked, or Redbreasted Blue, 

I * 


ixeqoreasrea oJue: 
Verdlter, 142, 144, 362 
WWtethroated Fantall, 148, 232 
Yellowbellied FantaR, 147 
Flycatebeis, 129, 397 
FlycY^er-Shrike, lbowii|backed Pied, 
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Forktail, Blaclcbacked, 292 
Blackbreasted» 293 
Eastern Spatted, 290 
Little, 293 
Slatybacked, 292 
Spotted, 292 
formosa^ Sitta^ 350 
formosus, SpelaeomiSy 159 
forresti, (Xiphirhynchus super ciliaris), 
155 

fortipes, C.(ettto), 218 
Cettia fortipes, 220 
franklinii, Megalaitna franklinii, 84 
fraterculus, (fericrocotus fiammeus), 
115 

Fringillidae, 368, 398 
Frogmouth, Hodgson’s, 67 
Frogmouths, 67 

frontale, Cinclidium frontale, 254 
frontalis, Dendrocitta, 326 
PJioenicurus, 257, 258. 259 
Sitta frontalis, 351 
fucaia, Emberiza, 398 
fugax, Cuculus, 50 
fiUiginosus, Rhyacornis fuUginosus, 265 
fuligiventer, Phylloscopus fuligiventer, 
225 

fttligtda, Aythya, 2 
fulvescens, Gyps, 12 
Prunella, 397 
Fulvetta, Sikkim, 209 
fulviftons, Paradoxomis fulvifrons, 167 
fulvus. Gyps, 393 
fuscatus, Phylloscopus fuscatus, 226 
fuscicollis, Phalacrocorax, 393 
fuscus, Amauromis, 394 
Atiamus, 16, 314 

Gadwali, 393 

Gallinule, or Purple Coot, 394 
ganeesa, (Hypsipetes madagascarien- 
sis), 128 

Gangtok, xxiii, xxviii 
Garrulax spp., 160 
Gayamtashana Tso (Gayum Chhona), 
xxviii, 394 
Geese, 1, 393 
Gezing, xxviii 

Giaogang (Gyagong, or Gyaokong), 
xxviii 

glareola, Tringa, 37j 
Gnatong (Natfcang), xxviii 
godlewskii^striomus, Anthus, 306 
godwini, Pomatorhinus ruficollis, 151, 
152 

Goldcrest, Sikkim, 234 
Goldfinches. 370 
goliath, Ardea, 393 
Goosander, Eastern, 1 


Goose, Barheaded, 393 
Goshawk, Crested, 6 
Easteni, 3 

gouldiae, Aethopyga gouldiae, 360 
govinda, MUvus tnigrans, 2, 3 
Crackle, North Indian, 336 
graculus, (Pyrrhocorax graculus), 330 
gradaria, (Columba leuconota), 40, 41 
Grandala, 267. 382 
Grandala, Hodgson’s, 254 
grandis, Muscicapa grandis, 139 
Phoenicurus erythrogaster, 262 
grantiu, Gecinulus grantia, 94 
Great Rangeot, xxiii 
Greenfinch, 383 
Himalayan, 371 
Grosbeak, Allied, 391 
Black-and- Yellow, 391 
Spottedwinged, 389 
WhitcwingSl, 390 

grosoenori, (Garrulax rufogularUt), 177 
gularis, Paradoxomis gularis, 170 
P.(lfcnonotus), 122 
Yunina gularis, 203 
gulgula, (Alauda), 106 
gulmergi, (Muscicapa sibiried), 129, 
130 

guttacristatus, Chrysocolaptes lucidus, 

100 

guttaticollis, (Paradoxomis flaviro- 
stris), 172 

gutiatus, Enicurus maculatus, 290 
guttulata, (Ceryle lugubris), 75, 76 
gutturalis, Hirundo rustica, 108 
guzurata, (Orthotomus sutorius) 244 
Gyagong (Giaogang, or Gyaokang) 
xxviii 

gyldenstolpei, Picus canus, 90 

haematopygia, (Leucosticte brandti), 
373 

haliaetus, Pandion, 393 
Haliastur, 9 

hardwlckii, Chloropsis hardwickU, 120 
haringtoni, Pomatorhinus er^hro* 
genys, 152, 153 
Harrier, Hen, 15 

Hawk-Cuckoo, or 'Brainfever Bird’ 
394 

Hodgson’s, 50 
Large, 49 

Hawk-Eagle, Bonelli’s, 9 
Booted, 9 
Himalayan, 8 
Rufousbellied, 393 
Hawk-Owl, 394 
Hawks, 2, 393 

hazarae, Caprimulgus indicus, 68, 69 
heinrichi, (Carduelis spinoldett), 372 
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helenae, (Harpactes erythrooephalu9)t 
75 

hemispiia, N,{uc^aga) c.ioryocatao 
tes)y 329 

herculeSy Alcedo, 76 
Heron, Giant, 393 
Litue Green, 393 
Herons, 393 

himalayana, (Certhia), 352 
PruneUa, 299, 300 
P.(sittacula), 47 
Psittacula himalayana^ 48, 49 
himalayanus, Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax, 
330 

hitncdayensis, DendrocUta formosae, 
324, 325, 326 
Gyps, 11 

Loxia curvirostra, 383, 384 
{Regulus regulus), 234, 235 
Sitta himalayensis, 348, 350 
T,(etraogallus), 22 
Hirundinidae, 108, 395 
Hobby, 393 
Indian, 393 
Hodgson, Brian, xxvi 
hodgsoni, Abroscopus, 242, 243 
/Snroscopus hodgsoni, 241 
(Anthus hodgsoni), 304, 305 
Batrachosiomus hodgsoni, 67 
(Certhia familiaris), 352 
Musdcapella hodgsoni, 145 
Phoenicurus, 259 
hodgsonii, Columba, 42 
Harpactes erythrocephalus, 74, 75 
Muscicapa, 134 
(Musdcapa), 133, 137 
homrai, Buccros bicomis, 81 
Honeygiiide, Yellowbacked, 86 
Honeyguides, 86 
Hooker, Sir J. D., xxix 
Hoopoe, Tibetan, 79 
Hoopoes, 79 

hopwoodi, Dicrurus leucophaeus, 315 
Hornbill, Great, 81 
Pied, 395 
Rufousnecked. 81 
Hombills, 81, 395 
hotteniottus, Dicrurus, 102 
Dicrurus hottentattus. 317 
humei, (Microptemus brachyurus), 89, 
90 

(Phylloscopus inomatus), 230 
SphenociMa humei, 1^ 
humii, (Carpodacus puniceus), 382 
P^aradoxomis) nXipdensis), 167 
Paradoxornis tUpalensis, 168, 169 
hwrUlis, Podoces, 327 
hyperythra, Brachypteryx, 285 
Vumetia^ 131 


hyperydvra, (Musohapa), 137 
Muscicapa hyperythra, 133 
hyperythrus, Erithacus, 131, 252 
Hypopicus hyperythrus, 95 
hypoleucos, Tringa, 33 
hypoxantha, Rhipidura, 147, 194, 240 

icterioides, M^ycerobas), 391 
ignicauda, Ae.(thopyga), 358 
Aethopyga ignicauda, 357 
ignipectus, Dicaeum ignipectus, 354 
ignctincta, Mirda ignotincta, 197 
immaculata. Prunella, 301 
immaculatus, Enicurus, 292 
impejanus, Lophophorus, 26 
indica, Chalcophaps indica, 46 
Motacilla, 397 
Saxicola torquata, 282 
Indicatoridae, 86 
indicus, Accipiter trivirgatus, 6 
Anser, 2, 393 
(Caprimulgus), 69 
(Caprimulgus indicus), 69 
Copsychus malabaTicus, 267 
Enicurus leschenaulti, 293 
Erithacus indicus, 251 
Gyps, 393 
HoplopteruSf 394 

indranee, (Strix leptogrammica), 65 
indus, Haliastur, 7 

innominatus, Picumnus innominatus, 
87 

inopimta, (Alauda arvensis), 105 
inomatus, Phylloscopus inomatus, 230 
insignis, Ducula badia, 39 
Saxicola, 283 

intermedia, Gracula religiosa, 336, 337 
intermedius, Corvus macrorhynchus, 
332 

intersfinctus, Fcdco tinnunculus, 18 
Garrulus glandarius, 321 
intextus, (Xiphirhynchus stiperciliaris), 
155 

lora, Common, 395 
loras, 119, 395 

iouschistos, /Egithdos iouschistos, 344 
iredalei, (/Egithalos condnnus), 343 
Irenidae, 119, 395 

Ixulus, Chestnut-headed, or White- 
naped, 201 
Yello\^Tiaped, 202 

jacobinus, Clamator, 394 
Jay, Sikkim Redcrowned, 321 
Jays, Blue, 78 
Jelep La, xxiii 
jerdoni, Aviceda, 393 
(Prunella strophiatd), 303, 304 
Jejduk (Jeluk), xipviu 
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iocosus, Pycnomtua, 395 
JiiDglefowl. 28 
Junnoo, xxiii 

Kabru, xxiii 
Kalimpoug, xxiii 

kangrae, JParua tUchrous)^ 340, 341 
iPhyUoscopm pulcher), 228 
hanoi, A.{pus) p,(acificus), 73 
Kapup (Kupup)> xxviii 
Kamonang, xxviii 

kasnmirensis. (Accipiter virgatus), 4 
kelaartU (Sph^tus nipalensis), 8 
kesslerU Turdm, 271 
Kestrel, Himalayan, 18 
Kewzing (Sosing), xxviii 
khasiana, (Prinh atrogularis), 245 
‘Kiang-Lager* (Schafer's camp), xxviii 
kietierii^ Lophotriorchis, 393 
Kinchinjhau, xxiii 
Kinchinjunga, xxiii 
Kingfisher, Assam Blue-cared, 76 
Blyth’s, 76 

Brownheaded Storkbilled, 77 
Common Indian. 76 
Indian Ruddy, 77 
Threetoed Forest, 77 
West Himalayan Pied, 75 
Whitebreasted, 77 
Kingfishers, 75 

Kiie, Blackeared, or Large Indian, 2 
Blackwinged, 17 
Brahminy, 7* 

Large Indian, 2 
Pariah, 2 

koelzi, Aethopyga nipalmsis, 359 
Kongra La Pass, xxiii 
kumaonensis, (Picus flavinucha), 92 
kiindoo, 0.(riolus) o (riolus), 320 
Kupup (Kapup), xxviii 


laetuSy Perlcrocotus ethologus, 116, 
117 

lahtdensis, {Lanius tephronotus), 312 
Lall, John S., xxix 
Laniidae, 311 
Lark, Crested, 107 
Elwes’s. or Tibetan, Homed, 100 
Longbillcd Calandra. 107 
Rufous Short-toed. 105 
Tibetan, or Elwes's, Horned, 106 
Tibetan Short-toed, 104 
Larks. 104 

lathamif (Lophura leucomelana), 28 
Leiothrix, Redbilled, or Tekin Robin', 
188 

lepcharum, (Pams fnonticolus)f 338 
ierwa, Lerwa, 20 


leschenfitdH, Meropa, 394 
Taccocua, 394 
letHa, Otus bakkamoena, 60 
leucaoephalua, ChaimarromiSt 204 
leucogenys, Pycnonotus huoogenys, 
122 

leucolophus, Qarrulax ImtcolophuSt 176 
leucomelana, (Lophura leucomelana)* 
28 

leucomelanura, (Musdcapa leucomeL 
anura), 135 

Musdcapa leucomelanura, 137 
leuconota, Columba leuconota, 40 
leuconyx, Apus pacificuSy 72, 73 
leucopterus, Phoenicurus auroreus, 260 
leucoryphus, HaliaetuSy 11 
Leucostictey 372 

leucotis, (Pycnonotus leucogenys)^ 123 
leucura, Chettusia, 394 
leucuruniy Cinclidium, 253, 254 
leuphoteSy AiHcedCy 393 
levaillanti (? or maarorhynchus). Cor- 
vus macrorhynchus, 332 
Lhasa, xxiii 
L})onak Valley, 394 
Uneata, Megalairruiy 395 
Uneatus, (Garrulax lineatus), 181 
Milvus migransy 2, 3 
Lingtam, xxviii 
Loke Wan Tho, xxx 
longicaudatus, (Dicrurus leucophaeus), 
315, 316 

longtrostriSy (Eremophila alpestris)y 
106, 107; 

Lorikeet, 394 

ludfer, Carpodacus Tubidlloides, 376 
Ludlow, Frank, xxvi 
ludlowiy Athene noctua, 394 
luteoventris, BradypieruSy 224 
Bradypterus luteoventris, 222 

macei, Dendrocopos macei, 97 
macelUiy Kucifraga caryocatactes, 328, 
329 

macgrigoriae, Musdcapa, 141 
maculatus. ChaldteSy 56, 239 
(Enicurus maculatus), 290. 292 
TnacAtlipennis^ P.(hylloscopus)y 228, 229 
Phytloscopus maculipenniSy 227 
maderaspatensiSy Motacillay 308 
magna. ArachnotherOy 51 
Arachuothera magna, 360 
magnijfica, Megalaima virensy 83 
magnirostris, PhyUoscopus, 149, 231 
Magpie, Blackrumped, 324 
Green. 322 
Rcdbilled Blue, 324 
Yellowbilled Blue, 328 
Magpies. Blite, 322 
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M«Jiara|kumar of Silddtn, Hon. Lt.- 
CoL P, T. Namgya), p.v., o.b.e., 
zxx 

mafor, Cettia major, 218 
matabarica, Sturnus, 255 
malabaricua, Anthracoceros, 395 
malaccon^^ Passer mor^tanus, 384 
mtda^^Uus, Rimator malacopiilus, 

malcolmi, Turdoideh, 327 
Malkoha, Large Himalayan Green- 
billed, 58 
Martam, xxviii 
tnandelliiy Arborophila, 23 
Cerihia familiaris 352, 353 
Pellomeum ruficeps, 149, 150 
Manshitang, xxviii 

marginata, Zootkera marginata, 278 
marshaUi, (Hypopicus hypenjthrus), 96 
marshaUorum, (Megalainm vhens), 81 
Martam, xxviii 
Martin, Crag, 395 
Kashmir House, 110 
Nepal House, 110 
Sand, 395 
Martins, 108, 395 

maxima, Melanocorypha maxima, 107 
maximtts, Turdus merula. 267 
mcclellandi, Hypsipctes virescens, 126 
(Pomatorhtnus erythrngenys), 153 
meern, (Streptopelia nrientdis), 45 
Meinertzhagen, Col. R„ xxvi 
meJanolophtis, Pams. 339, 340 
mehnostemus, {Acridotheres tristis). 
335 

melanota, Lophura leucomelana, 27 
melanotis, Garrulax pectoralis, 174 
Ptentthiiis melanotis. 193 
melanozanthos, Mycerohas. 389 
melamzanthum, Dicaeum. 356 
melaschista, Coracim mehschisia, 114 
melaschistos, Acdpiter nisus, 5, 6 
melha, Apus, 394 
merganser, (Mergus merganser), 2 
Meropidae, 77, 394 
Merops, 255 
Mesia, Silvereared, 187 
micropterus, Cticdus, 301 
Cnculus micropterus. 51 
Microura, 55, 215 
Minivet Scarlet, 115 
Shortbilled, 116 
Sikkim Longtaileil, 116 
Yellowtliroated, 118 
Minivets, 111 
Minla, Redtailed, 197 
minor, (Pycnonotus melanicteriis), 122 
mitcheUii, (Dendrocotyos canica^us), 
98, 99 


modestus. Pants madestus, 342 
mahun, Mutteripioua ptdveruienius, 95 
mollisshna, Zoothera, 274, 276 
Zoothera moUissima^ 27$ 
monachus, Aegypius, 393 
Monal, 26 

mongolus, C,(haTadrhts), 31 
monileger, Musdcapa mordteger, 132 
moniligerus, Gesmdax, 174 
Garrulax moniligerus, 173 
monlicola, Z.(ooth^a), 278 
Zoothera monticola, 2Tt 
numticolus, Parus monticolus, 337 
Montifringilla, 365, 372 
Moorhen, 394 
Motacillidae, 304, 397 
Mountain Finch, Hodgson s, 373 
Sikkim, 372 

muliipunctata, N.(ucifraga) c.{aryo^ 
catactes), 329 
Munia, Hodgson’s, 367 
Spotted, 366 
Munias, 366 

murghi, GaUus gdSus, 28 
Musdcapidae, 1^, 397 
Muscfcapinae, 129, 397 
muttui, Muscicapa, 397 
Myna, Common, 335 
Greyheaded, 255 
Mynas, 334 

Mj'zomis, Firetailed, 189 


naeoia, LocusteUa, 397 
Namgyal, Hon. Lt.-Col P. T.. p.v., 
O.B.K., Maharajkumar of Sikkim, 

XXX 

Natu La, xxiii 
Nectariniidae, 356, 398 
neglectus, (Troglodytes troglodytes), 
295 

nemoficola, G.(alUnago) [read nemori- 
cola C.(apella)], M 
Gallinago, 394 
LeuoosHcte, 801 

LeucosHcte nemoricola. 373, 374 
nepalensis, Tichodroma muraria, 347 
mwarensis, Strix leptogrammica, 65 
^wtoni, PhyUoscopus proregulus, 229 
Nightjar. Common, 31 
Himalayan Jungle, 68 
Longtailed, 69 
Ni^tjars, 68 

^iffri^s, (Heteropkasia capistrata), 

S.(tackyris), 162 
Stachyris nigriceps, 163 
nigrimenta, Tuhina 201 
Ituhina nigrimenta, 205 
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rUgrimentum, Gurtulax erythrocephalus, 
185 

Niltava, Large, 189, 140 
Rufousbellie^ 140 
SmaU, 141 

nipalemls, Aceros, 81 
{Actinodura nipalensis), 197i 
{Aethopyga nipalensis), 359 
Mcippe, 209 
Alcippe n.(ipalensis) 208 
Alcippe nipalensis, 211 
Apus a0inis^ 73 
Brachypterux leucophrys, 286 
Bubo nipalensis, 61 
(Carpodacus), 374, 375 
Carpodacus nipalensis, 375 
CerthUiy 354 
Cutia nipalensiSy 189 
Delichon, 110 
Velichon nipalensiSy 110 
Hirundo dauricUy 73, 109 
(JParadoxomia nipalensis)^ 168 
Pitta, 103 

Prunella collariSy 298, 299 
Pyrrhula nipalensis, 386 
Spizaetus nipalensis, 8 
Troglodytes troglodytes, 294 
nisicolor, Cuculus fugax, 50 
nisosimilisy (Accipiter nisus), 5, 6 
niveogularis, M.(f0ialos)y 344 
nivicola, Strix aluco, 66 
novaehollandiae, Coracina, 395 
novaeseelandiae, Anthus, 397 
nudipes, Chaetura caudacuia, 71, 72 
Nutcracker, East Himalayan, 328 
Nuthatch, Beautiful, 350 
Cinnamonbellied, 349 
Velvetf rented, 351 
Whitetailed, 348 
Nuthatches, 348 

oatesly Paradoxornis atrosupercUiaris, 
169 

obscurusy TuxduSy 397 
occidentalis, (Dendrocitta formosae), 
325 

(Pteruthius xanthochloris), 193 
occipitalis, Kitta erythrorhyncha, 323, 
324 

Y.(uhina)y 203. 204 
Yimina occipitalis, 204 
ocellatus, Garrulax ocellatus, 178 
ochracea, Sasia ochracea, 88, 89 
ochropuSy Tringa, 32 
oebruroSy P,(koenicurus). 258, 259, 
260 

olivaceus, Cephtdopyrus flammiceps, 
346 

oUvea^ (Tesia cyanicentef), 215 


orientdis, Mergus merganser, 1, 2 
Merops, 394 

{Sireptopelia orientalis), 45 
Oriole, Blacknaped, 397 
Golden, 124, 320 
Maroon, 320 
Orioles, 320, 397 
Oriolidae, 320, 397i 
OrthotomuSy 164, 192 
Osmaston, 13. B., xxvii 
Osprey, 393 
Owl, Brown Fish, 394 
Eastern Spotted Scops, 61 
Forest Eagle-, 61 
Hawk-, 394 

Himalayan Brown Wood, 65 
Himalayan Collared Scops, 60 
Himalayan Wood, 66 
Scops, 394 
Shorteared, 67 
Sikkim Bay, 59 
Tawny Fish, 62 
Owlet, Collared Pigmy. 63 
Himalayan BarrtS, 64 
Tibet, 394 
Owls, 59, 394 

Pakhyong (Pakyong). xxviii 
Pak>ong (Pakliyong), xxviii 
pallasiiy C.(inclus)y 296 
palUdior, {Leucosticte brandti), 373 
(Microura albiventer), 156, 157 
pallidiora, (Erithacus cyanurus), 250 
paliidipes, C.iettia), 220 
Cettia pallidipes, 219 
palpchrosa, Zosterops palpebrosa, 362 
paludicola, Riparia, 395 
Pandim, xxiii 

pandoo, Monticola soliiarius, 281 
Paradoxornis, 166 
Parakeet, Blossomheaded, 394 
Himalayan Slatyheaded, 48 
Indian Redbreasted, 47 
Lai’ge Indian, 394 
Paridae, 337 
Parinae, 337 

Parrotbill, Blackbrowed, 169 
Blackfronted, 168 
Brown, 166 
Fulvousfronted, 167 
Gould's, 171 
Great, 165 
Greyheaded, 170 
Lesser Redheaded, 169 
Redheaded, 169 
Parrots, 47 

Partridge, Blyth's, or the Rufous- 
throated HiU, 23 
Common Hill, 22 



Partridge, Redbreasted Hill, 23 
Rxifoustbroated Hill, 23 
Snow, 20 
Partridges, 20 
Passerinae, 363 

passerinus, Cacomantis merulinus, 55 
patia, Orthotomus sutorius, 243 
patkaicus^ (Garrulax leuoolophus), 176 
pectofolis, (Erithacus peotoralis), 247, 
248 

Garrtdax, 173 

pelvica, Tephrodomis virgatus, 113 
Pemayangtse (Pemionche), xxviii 
Peniionche (Pemayangtse), xxviii 
penelope. Anas, 393 
Penloin La (Penlong La), xxviii 
Ponlong La (Penlom La), xxviii 
pennatus, Hiera^us, 9 
peregrinatof, Falco peregrinus, 17 
PericrocoiuSy 102 

perniger, Ictinaetus tnalayensis, 10 
personate, M^iotacllla) a.(lba), 307, 
308 

phaioceps, Micropternus brachytirus, 
89 

Phalacrocoracidae, 393 
Phasianidac, 20 

Pheasant, Blackbacked Kaleej, 27 
Blood, 24 

Crimson Homed, or Satyr Trago- 
pan, 25 

Impeyan, or Monal, 26 
Pheasants, 20 

phoeniceus, Garrulax phoeniceus, 186 
phoenicuroides, Hodgsonius phoeni- 
cuToides, 256 

(Phoenicurus ochruros), 261 
Phoenicurus, 258 

Phylloscopus, 54, 55, 145, 156, 221, 
227, 228, 235, 240, 342 
picaoidesy Heterophasia picaoides, 214 
Picidae, 87, 395 

Piculet, Himalayan Speckled, 87 
Rufous, 88 

Pie, Blackbrowed Tree, 326 
Himalayan Tree, 324, 326 
Tree, 397 
Pies, 321, 397 
Pigeon, Ashy Wood, 43 
Blue RocJ^ 41 

Hodgson’s Imperial, or the Nepal 
Maroonbacked, 39 
Kokla Green, 38 

Nepal Maroonbacked Imperial, 39 
Pintailed Green. 37, 39 
Snow, 40 

Speckled Wood, 42 
Turkestan Hill, 41 
Wodgetailed Green, 38 


Pigeons, 37 
Pintail, 393 
Pipit, Blyth s, 306 
Hodgson’s, 305 
Indian, 397 
Kansu Tree-, 304 
Rock, 397 

Vinaceousbreasted, or Hodgson’s, 
305 

Water. 397 
Pipits, 304, 397 
Pitta, Bluenaped, 103 
Greenbreasted, 395 
Indian, 395 
Pittas, 103, 395 
Pittidae, 103, 395 
Ploceidae, 363 
Plover, Golden, 394 
Little Ring, 394 
Pamirs Lesser Sand, 30 
Spurwinged, 29 
Plovers, 29, 394 

plumipes, (Otiss bakkamoena), 60, 61 
Pnoepyga, 284 
Pochard, Tufted, 2 
Podargidae, 67 

poioicephala, Alctppe, 202, 214 
poliocephalus, Cucxdus poliocephalus, 
54 

poliogenys, Muscicapa, 397 
Seicercusy 238 
porpjiyrio. Porphyria, 394 
pataninU MontifringilJa davidiarui, 366 
proregulus, (Phylloscopus), 227j 
protegatus, (Corvus splendens)» 332 
PmnelJidae, 298, 397 
przevalskii, (Cinclus cinclus), 290 
(Saxicola torquata), 282 
psaroides, Hypsipetes madagascariensis, 
128 

Psittacidae, 47, 394 
Pteroclididae, 394 
ptilorhynchus, Pemis, 393 
puelluy (Irena puella), 121 
pulcher, (Phylloscopus), 227, 229 
Phylloscopus pulcher, 228 
pulcherrlmus, Carpodacus pvdeherri- 
mus, 379 

pulchricoUis, Columha, 43 
pnnctulatay Lonchura punettdata, 366 
puniceus, Carpodacus puniceus, 381 
purpurea, Cochoa, 288, 290 
pusilla, Emberiza, 369 
Microtira pusilla, 157, 159 
Pycnonotidae, J22, 395 
pyrrhothorax, (Dendrocopos catkpha- 
Hus), 97 

pyrrhotis, Blythipicus pyrrhotis, 99 
pyrrhoura, Myzorrds, 1^ 



410 


ZNDSX 


Quad^ Bustardi 39S 
LitHa Button, 393 
Yellowlegged Button, 393 
Quads, 20 


radclijfii, (Indicator xanihonotus), 36 
Rails, 394 

Raja of Sikkinii xxix 
Rallidae, 394 
Rangeet, Great, jcxiii 
Rangpo, xxiii, xxvlii 
Ratong (River), xxvi 
Raven, Tibet, 833 
Redshank, 31 
Redstart, Black, 261 
Bluefronted, 257 
Common, 258, 259 
Daurian, 260 
Guldenstadfs, 262 
Hodgson’s, 259 
plumbeous, 265 
-Whltecapped, 264 
Whitethroatad, 258 
reguloides, Pkylloscopus regidoides, 
232 

reichenowit (Sasia ochracea), 88, 89 
Remizinae, 346 
rhodochrous, Carpodacus, 379 
Rindiinpong, xxviii 
Ripley, Dr S. Dillon, xxx 
Robin, Bhiefronted, 254 
Blu^eaded, 263 
Golden Bush, 249 
Magpie, 266 

‘Robin, Peldn’, or Redbilled Leiothrix, 

188 

Robin, Rodflanked Bush. 250 
Rufousbellied Bush, 252 
“Whitebrowed Bash, 251 
Whitetailed Blue Bush, 253, 254 
Robins, 246, 397 
Roller, 40 

Broadbilled, or Dollar Bird, 78 
Rollers or Blue Jays, 78, 394 
Rongli, xxiii 
roseatus, Anthus, 305 
roseatus, Carpodacua erythrinus, 377 
RoseOnch, Beautiful, 379 
Blanfoid’s, 374 
Common, 377 
Great, 376 
Nepal Dark, 375 
Pinlcbrowed, 379 
Redbreasted, 381 
Redheaded, 382 
Sikkim Large, 378 
Sikkim Whitebrowed, 380 
Rosefinches, 370 


roaeus, Pericroootua^ 395 
fubectdoidea, Muscioapa rubectdokUss, 
143 

Prunella, 302 

rubescens, Carpodacus, 374 
rubidlla, Carpodacus^ ffTO 
tubicunda, Carpodacus edwardsU, 378 
rubricapilla, Macronous gidaris, 161, 
162, 164 

ruhricapdlus, Mgithidos condnnm, 343 
rubrocanus, Turdus ruhrocanus, 270 
rtthropygius, Serilophus, 191 
SeHlof)hus lunatus, 101 
Rubydvoat, Common, 248 
East Himalayan, 247 
Tibet, 248 

rufescens, Prinia rufescens, 244 
ruficaud/i. Muscicopa, 135, 137, 263 
ruficeps. Paradoxornis, 169. 171 
Paradoxomis ruficeps, 169 
(Pellorneum ruficeps), 150 
S.itachyris), 160 
Stachyiia ruficeps, 161 
ruficoUis, Garruhx. 180 
or hlanfordl (MontifringiUa), 366 
Montifringitla. 365. 866 
Turdus rttficollis, 271, 272, 273 
rufifrons, S,(tachyrls) r.(ufifrons). 162 
rufigenis, Yuhina castaniceps, 200 
rufSatm^ Erithacus cyanurus, 250 
rufinus, Buteo rufinus, 6, 7 
ruHvenfet, Pteruthius ruiiventer, 190 
rufiventris, MonHcola, 279. 280, 281 
Phoenlcurus ochruros, 261 
rufogularis, (ArhoropkUa), 23 
Arhorophila rufogidaris, 23 
Garrulax rufogularis, 177 
rufomichalis, (Parus ruhidiventris), 340 
rufostrigata, Carduelis flwHrosMs, 398 
rufulus, Gampsorhynchus rufulus, 194 
rupestiis, Hirundo, 395 
riisHcola, Scolopax rusHcola, 34 
Rristomfee, K. R., xxx 
rutila, Emhetiza, 398 


saliens, (Bhopodytes fristi^. 59 
sdlimalii, Apus paoificus, 73 
Sand grouse, 394 
Tibetan, 394 
Sandpiper, Common, 33 
Green, 32 
Spotted, 87 
Sandpipers, 31 

sanguiniceps, (Picus canus\ 90, 91 
sapphira, Musoicapa, 138 
sarkari, (Dendrockta formosae), 325 
saturata, Aethopyga saturata, 358 
Vpupa epops, 79, 80 
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saiunUua, C»(ephalop\frus) f,(lammi- 
ceps), 346 

Cuculus saturatuSf 53, 55 
(^interstinctus)^ Fedco tinmncidus, 
19 

Phodilus badius, 59 
satwa, Tragopan, 25 
saularis, Copsychus smdctris, 266 
saxicola, (Podoces humiUs)^ 327 
Schafer, Dr Ernst, xxvi 
schHferi, Passer rutilans, 363 
schistaoeus, Enicurus, 292 
schisticepSy Abroscopus schisticeps, 240 
Phoenicurus schisticeps, 258 
Pomatorhinus schisticeps, 150 
schvedowi, Accipiter gentUis, 3 
Scolopacinae, 31 
scops, Otus, 394 
scouleri, Enicurus, 293 
scutulata, Ninox, 394 
seheriae, Aethopyga slparaia, 398 
Seicercus, 54, 55, 238, 240, 241 
semicoronatus, Dendrooopos canicapU- 
lus, 98 

setafer, Garrulax Hneatus, 181 

severtznvU (Carpodacus ruhiciUa), 376 

severus, Falco, 393 

Shag, Indian, 393 

Shama, 267 

Shikra, 5 

shorii, Dinopium shorii, 93 
Shortwing, Gould’s, 284 
Hodgson’s, 256 
Nepal, 286 
Rastybellied, 285 
Whitebrowed, 285 
Shrilce, Ashy Swallow-, 16, 314 
Blackheaded, 313 
Brown, 311 

Browni)ackod Pied Flycatcher-, 111 
Dark Grey Cuckoo-, 114 
Greybacked, 312 
t.arge Grey Cuckoo-, 395 
Nepal Wood, 113 
Shrikes, 311 
Cuckoo-, 111 
Swallow-, 314 
Sibia, Blackheaded, 213 
Longtailed, 214 
Sikkim Chestnutnimped, 212 
Sikkim Ornithological Survey, xxx 
slkhmensis, Carrulax striedus, 175 
Item pufilla, 121 
Begulus regulus. 234, 235 
similis, Anthus. 397 
sirrUae, (P4cus chlorolophus), 92, 93 
(Minla strignla), 199 
(Parus modeshis), 342 
(Phylloscopus proreguhisf), 229 
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sknlaenstif (Piewnnus innomkiatus), 68 
Simvo, xidii 

sinensis, Centropus, 394 
Chrysomma, 327- 
Singal^ Ridge or Spur, xxiti 
Sini^iik, xxviii 
Singtazn, xxviii 
Siniolchu, xxiU 

sipahi^ Haematospiza, 382, 385 
Siskin, Tibetan, 370 
Sittidae, 347 
Sittinae, 348 
Siva, Barthroated, 198 
Nepal Bluewinged, 199 
Skylark, 105 

smymensis. Halcyon smyrnensis, 77 
Snipe, 31 
Common, 34 
Eastern Solitary, 33 
Pintail, 394 
Wood, 34, 394 
Snowcock, Sikkim, 21 
Tibetan, 22 
socUdis, Ptinia, 397 
Solaris, Pericrocotus Solaris, 118 
soliiaria, Capella soliiaria, 33 
soliinria. Montieda, 255 
somenHIlei, Turdoides, 126 
sonneraHiy CacomanHs s,(onneraiii)y 
55 

sordida, Emheriza spodocephala, 370 
sordidusy (Cinclus), 297 
Sosing (Kewzing), xxviii 
SpaiTow, Cinnamon Tree, 363 
House, 364, 365 
Tree, 364 

Sparrow-Hawk, Besra, 4 
Indian, 5 
Sparrows, 398 
House and Rock, 363 
sparverioides, Cuculus spart)eriotde 5 y 
49. 50 

spedosuSy Pericrocotus flammeuSy 115 
Sphenuray Treron sphenura. 38 
Spiderhunt«’, Indian Streaked, 360 
SpiderhuTiters, Streaked, 51 
spilocephaJuSy Otus spHocephalus, 61 
spihnotus, Parus xanthogenySy 341 
spUopteray SarogJmsa, 334 
spinoideSy Carduelis spinc^eSy 371 
spinoletta, Anthus, 397 
splendens, Corous splendens, 331, 332 
squamatusy Camdax, 182 
StachyHSy 164. 244 
stanleyi, (Rhipidttra albicoUi$\ 149 
Staphida, Whitebrowed, or Hume’s, 
200 

Stare, Spottedwinged, 334 
StaHhigs, 334 
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stelUda^ Brachypteryx, 284 
stenura, Gallinago, 394 
Stevens» Herbert, xxvi 
Stint, Temminck’s, 36 
stracheyi, Emberiza c.(ifl), 263 
strepera^ Anas, 393 
Stresemann, Prof. Erwin, xxvii 
striata, {Lonchura striata), 368 
striatus, Butorides, 393 
(Garrulax striatus), 175 
Pycnonotiis striptus, 124 
Turdoides, 397 
Strigidae, 59, 394 
Striginae, 60 

strigula, Minla strigula, 198, 199 
striolatus, Anthus godlewskii^, 306 
strophiata, Muscicapa strophUUa, 131 
PXruneUa), 302 
Prunella strophiata, 303 
struthersii, Ibidorhyncha, 36 
Stumidae, 334 
Sturninae, 334 
suhhuteOy Falco, 393 
subcristatus, Melophus lathami, 368 
subhimachala, Pronyrrhula, 382 
subunicolor, Garrulax subunicolor, 183 
sultanea, Melanochlora sultanea, Q45 
sultaneus, (Chrysocolaptes lucidus), 
100 

Sunbird, Blackbreasted, 358 
Firetailed Yellowbacked, 357 
Indian Yellowbacked, 398 
Mrs Gould’s Yellowbacked, 360 
Purple, 398 

Sikkim Yellowbacked, 359 
Sunbirds, 356, 398 
sundara, Muscicapa sun^ra, 140 
suporciliaris, Xiphirhynchus supcrcili'- 

aris, 154, 155 ^ 

suratensis, Streptopelia chinensts, 46 
suscitator, Tumix, 393 
sutorius, Orthotomus, 242 
Suydara Cutting Expedition, xxx 
Swallow, Eastern, 108 
Himalayan Striated, 109 
Striated, 73 
Swallows, 108, 395 
Swallow-Shrike, Ashy, 16, 314 
Swallow-Shrikes, 314 
Swift, Alpine, 394 

Blj^’s Whiterumped Spinetail, 72 
Nepal House. 73 
Whiterumped Spinetail, 72 
Whitethroated Spinetail, 71 
Swifilet, Himalayan Plainnamped, 70 
Swifts, 70, 394 
sylvatica, Chaeiura, 72 
Tumix, 393 

sylvicola, (Tephrodomis virgatus), 113 


Sylviinae, 215, 397 
Sylviparus, 342 

Tailor Bird, 243 
Coldenheaded, 242 
Talung, xxiii 
Tangkar La, xxiii 
tanki, Tumix, 393 
Teal, Common, 393 
tectirostris, Dicrurus remifer, 319 
Teesta River, xxiii 
Valley, xxiii 
Temi, xxviii 
temminckii, Calidris, 36 
Myiophoneus caertdeus, 287 
tenuirostris, CAnclus pallasii, 297 
Tephrodomis, 345 

iephronotus, Lanius tephronotus, 312 
terrignotae, (Tringa totanus), 32 
thalassina, Muscicapa, 142 
Muscicapa thalassina, 144 
Thangu (Thanggu), xxviii 
Thanggu (Thangu), xxviii 
thibetana, Carduelis thibeiana, 370 
thoracicus, B.(radypierus), 223, 224 
Bradypterus thoracicus, 223 
Thrush, Blackfaced Laughing, 184 
Blackgorgetted Laughing, 174 
Black tluroated, 272 
Blue Rock, 281 
Bluehcaded Rock, 280 
Bluewinged Laughing, 182 
Chestnutbellied Rock, 279 
Dusky, 397 
Green, 289 
Greyheaded, 270 
Himalayan Wiistling, 287 
Himalayan Whitecrested Laughing, 
176 

Large Brown, 277 
Lesser Brown, 278 
Longtailed Mountain, 276 
Necklaced Laughing, 173 
Nepal Crimsonwinged Laughing, 
186 

Orangeheaded Ground, 273 
Pied Ground. 397 
Plainbacked Mountain, 275 
Plaincoloured Laughing, 183 
PrzevaJski’s, 271 
Puiple, 28$ 

Redtliroated, 271 
Rufouschinned I.aughing, 177 
Rufousnecked Lauding, 180 
Salvadori’s, 397 

Sikkim Greysided Lauj^ing, 179 
Sikkim Redheaded Laughing, 185 
Sikkim Striated Laughing, l75 
Smallbilled Mountain, 274 
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Thrush, Streaked Laughing, 181 
Whitespotted Laughing, 178 
Whitethroated Laughing, 172 
Thrushes, 246, 397 
thuTOf C.iarpodacus), 379 
Carpodacus thura^ 380 
tibetana, Calandrella acutirostris, 104, 
105 


tibetanus, Corvus corax, 333 
(Ithaginis cruentus), 24 
Syrrhaptesy 394 
T.(etTaogallus), 22 
(Tetraogcdlus tibetanus), 22 
Tichodromadinae, 347 
tickelliae, Muscicapa, 143 
Timaliinae, 149, 397 
HnnunctUuSy (Falco tinnunculus), 19 
tiphia, Aegithina, 395 
Tit, Blackspotted Yellow, 341 
Brown Crested, 340 
Crested Black, 339, 340 
Greenbacked, 337 
Himalayan Cole^, 338 
Redheaded, 197 
Rufoiisfronted, »344 
Sikkim Black, 339 
Sikkim Redheaded, 343 
Sultan, 345 
Yellowbrowed, 342 
Yellowcheeked, 342 
Tits, 337 
Longtailed, 343 
Fenduline, 346 
True, 337 

torqueola, Arborophila torqueola, 22, 
23 


torquilla, Jynx, 395 
Tragopan, Satyr, or Crimson Horned 
Rbeasant, 25 

iraillii, Oriolus traUlU, 320 
transfluvialis, (Paradoxomis gvlaris), 
171 

tricolor, Lanius schach, 313 
tristis. Acridotheres tristis, 335 
P/JiyUoscopus) collybita, 226 
Rhopodytes tristis, 58, 59 
trochfioides, Phylloscopus trochUoides, 
230, 231 


Troglodytinae, 294 
Trogon, Redheaded, 74 
Trogonidae, 74 
Trogons, 74 

tschebaiewi, Krithacus pcctoraLis, 248 
Tso Chomo, 394 
Turdinae, 246, 397 
Turdo^des, 247 

turkestanica, Columba rupestris, 41 
Tumicidae, 893 


tusalia, Macropygia unokaU, 43 
Twite, Tibetan. 398 
Tytoninae, 59 

unicolor, M.iusdcapa), 144 
Muscicapa unicolor, 142 
Paradoxomis unioolor, 166 
Upupidae, 79 

vagaburula, Dendrocitta, 397 
vaLidirostrii, Pteruthius flaviscapis, 191* 
nanus, Cuculus, 394 
vemaUs, Loriculus, 394 
vibex, (Garrulax striatus), 175 
oinctura, Actinodura nipalensis, 196, 
197 

vinipectus, (Alcippe virUpectus), 210 
Virens, M.(egalaima), 85 
(Megalaima virens), 84 
(Phylloscopus rruiculipennis), 227 
viridis, Cochoa, 289 
viscivorus, Turdus, 271 
Vulture, Bearded, 13 
Black, or King, 11 
Cinereous, 393 
Fulvous, 12, 393 
Himalayan Griffon, 11 
King, 11 

Liimmergeier, or Bearded, 13 
Longbilled, 393 
Whitebacked, 393 
Vultures, 2, 393 

Wagtail, Blackbacked YeUowheaded, 
310 

Eastern Grey, 309 
Forest, 397 
Hodgson s Pied, 307 
Indian White, 307 
Large Pied, 308 
Masked, 307 
Swinhoe's White, 308 
Wagtails, 304, 397 
Warbler, Aberrant, 221 
Allied Flycatcher-, 235 
Ashy Wren-, 397 
Blackbrowed Flycatcher-, 236 
Blackfaced Flycatcher-. 240 
Blacktliroated Hill, 245 
Blanford s Bush, 219 
Blyth’s Crowned Leaf, 232 
Broadbilled Flycatcher-, 241 
Brown Bush, 222 
Brown Hill, 397 

Chestnut-headed Flycatcher-, 238 
Dull Green Leaf, 230 
Dusky Leaf, 226 
Grasshopper, 397 
Greych^ed Flycatcher-, 238 
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Warbiea-, Greyfaced Leaf, 227 
Greyheaded Flycatcher-, 227, 237 
Hume’v Bush, 220 
Large Bush, 218 
Largebilled Leaf, 149, 231 
Orangebarred Leaf, 226 
Pallas^s Himalayas Leaf, 229 
Rufous Wren-, 244 
Hufouscapped Bush, 217 
Sikkim Firecapped Tit-, 346 
Slatybellied Ground, 215 
Smmey Leaf, 225 
Spotted Bush, 223 
Strongfooted Bush, 220 
Texxuninck’s Crowned L.eaf, 233 
Thickbilled, 397 

Tickell's, or Blackbrowed Leaf, 234 
Tickell’s Leaf, 224 
Yollowbellied Flycatcher-, 239 
Yellowbrowed Leaf, 230 
Warblers, 215, 397 
wardi, TurduSy 397 
Waterhens, 394 
Weavesrs, 398 

whistleti, (CeUia hrunnifrons), 217 
(Enthacus chrysaeus), 249 
(Garrulux alhogtdaris), 173 
ISeicercus burkii), 236 
White-eye, 238 
Indian, 362 
White-eyes, 362 
Whitethroat Lesser, 226 
whymperi, (Prunella coUaris)^ 299 
Wigeoii, 393 
Woodcock, 31, 34 

Woodpecker, Assam Blacknaped, 90 
Black, 91 

Crimsonbreasted Pied, 96 
Darjeeling Pied, 97 
East Himalayan Small Yellow- 
naped, 92 
Fulvousbreasted, 97 
Great Slaty. 95 

Himalayan Goldenbacked Three- 
toed, 93 


Woodpecker, i.arge Yellownaped, 91 
Northern Rufous, 89 
Paleheaded, M 
Pigmy Piea, 98 
Redeared Bay, 99 
Rufousbellied. 95 
Tickell's Goldenbacked, 100 
Woodpeckers, 87, 395 
Wren, Brown, 157, 159 
Chestnut-headed, 216 
Hume’s Wedgebilled, 160 
N^al, 294 
Semybreasted, 156 
Slatybellied, 215 
Spotted, 159 
Tailed, 158 
Wrens, 294 
Wryneck, 395 

xanthochloris, Pteruthius xanthochlo^ 
riSy 192 

xanthogenySy Parus x.(ctnthogenys), 342 
xanthonotus. Indicator xanthonotus, 86 
xanthoschistos, Seicercus, 227, 236, 238 
xanthoschistos, Seicercus xanthoschis- 
tos, 237 

Yeumthang (Yumthang), xxviii 
Yuhina, Biackchinned, 205 
Rufousvented, 204 
Slatyheaded, or Rufousvented, 204 
Stripedthroated, 203 
Yumthang (Yeumthang), xxviti 
yunnanensiSy (Anthus hodgsoni), 305 
(Minla strigula), 199 
(Regulus regulus), 235 

zantholeuca, Yuhina zantholeuca, 206 
Zemu, xxiii 

zeylonensisy Bubo, 394 
Zosteropidae, 362 
ZosteropSy 144, 238 
zugmayeriy (Corvus splendens)y 332 








